











what Thou didst have when on carth. Teach
us to pray. Make us soul-winners. Make
gs wise to win souls, keep us from driving
them away. May Thy love keep us till Thou
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dost call us home. These things we ask for
Jesus’ sake. Amen.

PORTLAND, ORE,

On Land or Sea
Ry Rev. R, E. Craaines

(The following letter was written to Rev.
gthal Barham, Delight, Ark.., by Brother Cum-
mings, who is now in the United States naval
service.—Managing Editor).

AM GLAD the church has not forgotten
I me or cast me off, for I am more in love

with it now than I have cver been be-
fore. I have attended services at a number
of the other churches in New York; namely.
Baptist, Congregational, Presbyterian. Meth-
odist, Episcopalian, Christian Seience. and
Reformed Church. I attended Catholic serv-
ice at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and the Ca-
thedral of St. John the Divine. They are
the best eathedrals in America.

1 attended one service at the first Meth-
odist church that was built in America, the
American Mother Methodist Churel, where
John Wesley preached. The old clock that
was brought over from England is there, and
is still tolling the hours of the day to the
congregation. I imagine if it could tell sto-
ries, it would tell of a great difference in the
spirituality of the chureh now and in Wes-
leg’s days.

It makes me appreciate our own church
more, when I see so much formality and cere-
mony in the other churches, and ecompare the
spiritual atmosphere with that of our church.
I have visited most of these churches to get
inside facts for my own good, and not to be
ignorant of the real conditions.

I appreciate all the Assembly did for me.
end was at sea when the Assembly was in
session. I have conducted about twenty serv-
ices on ship, cconducted and assisted in six
street meetings, conducted eight services in
the Salvation Army mission, and three serv-
ices in the Star Gospel mission, four services
in the different churches in Charleston, a
Bible class with a rezular attendance of from
fifty to seventy-five members every Sunday

that circumstances would permit, while at sen,

prayed with a number of boys down in my
compartment on ship, talked and prayed with
quite a number of boys while they had the
influenza, distributed all the holiness papers,
tracts, and pamphlets that I could get, and
have distributed about fifty Testaments and
about two hundred other pamphlets.

I have done my best, and God has greatly
blessed me in my efforts. Eleven have been
saved or sanctified in the services we have
conducted, and one of the boys who has a
good experience has been ealled to preach. I
feel encouraged to press on.

I have often thought that the work I have
been privileged to do this year has been like
Dioneer missionary work in many ways. The
problems are many and very perplexing, as
one has such a mixed bunch to work with:
Jews, Unitarians, Christian Scientists, Mor-
mons, Lutherans, Catholics, Baptists, Pres-
Fterians, Methodists, Episcopalians, and T
don’t remember what all the others are.

We have a number of difficult things to bat-
tl against. One of the most common is that

atriotism is salvation.” They tell me that

never can be a sailor because I don’t curse.

me of the officers, petty officers, and some
of the enlisted men tell me that.

The doctor spoke some very encouraging
¥%ords to me a few daye ago. He said, “I am
glad it has been my privilege to have been as-
%ciated with you this year. I have watched

vou sinee vou came aboard at Charleston
You have been so consistent as a Christian,
and have set an example worthy of imitation.
Before you eame aboard we never had service
on the ship, because there was no one who
had religion and interest enough to undertake
it.  The long Sundays we spent at sea without
any service at all.  But sinee vou have been
conducting divine serviee. it is o different.
The morale of the men has improved so much.
You have rendered the ship and the govern-
ment valuable and efficient service. You are
to be commended for the stand you have taken,
and for the way you have stood for your con-
vietions. The officers of the ship are proud
of you and the clear record you have made.
You remember when there were about sev-
enty-five men sick with the influenza, a num-

Circulate Tracts

Dr. Coke, in 1785, gave a tract to a
family in Virginia named Cowles. The -
family numbered fourteen, and that tract -
was the instrumentality used in.the con-
rversion of the family. A man saw the
tract, “Repent, or Perish,” floating in the
Frazer river. He took it out, dried it,
read if, and by it was converted to God.

A man refused to come to meeting, but
i| consented to take a tract from the
'| preacher. A few weeks later he stood
up in the meeting and confessed that the
tract led him to Jesus. A soldier found
in his hospital bed the tract, “Will You
Go?" and finally wrote on it, “By the
grace of God, I will go.”

Passing through Switzerland, a tract
distributer gave a tract to a man, in a
town notorious for gambling. On his re-
turn, some days later, the man said, “I
thank you for saving my soul and body.”
He was about to commit suicide on ac-
count of losses in gambling.

The dailies recenty recorded the expe-’
rience of a forger in Philadelphia. Sit-
ting in a public square, meditating sui-
cide, he was handed a leaflet with the
words on it, “Come now, let us reason to-
gether,” etc. He read it, put up his razor,
went to the police station, and gave him-
self up.

Instances of this sort could be multi-
plied, for these little printed missives
have been known to prevent crimes, to
save lives, to heal the broken-hearted,
and to bring the despairing one to Jesus.
‘We never know, nor can we realize the
good we are doing in distributing tracts.

Circulate the Gospel on the Printed Page

Please enroll my name as an associate
member of the

EVANGEL COLPORTAGE AND TRACT
SOCIETY
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Find herewith one dollar ($1) in pay-
ment of membership for one year from
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ber of serious eases of pneumonia, and the
people in the eities were dying by the hun-
dreds, the men on the other ships were dying
at the rate of three or four a day, I was the
only doetor on our ship to care for all these
men, 1 felt that the responsibility was more
than I conld carry. and when T had done all
that medical scienee had taught me to do,
had tged all the knowledge, taet, and skill T
had, then it looked like a number eould not
pull through. But you remember that ter-
rible morning when that awful storm and
gale was on, 1 asked you to pray, and to pray
especially for those men. 1 went to my cabin
and prayed, too, for absolutely 1 had, zone
to my limit, and 1 know that the condition
those men were in. it was impossible for them
to live through those hard storms unless di-
vine Providence intervened. And now to
think that we did not lose a man from that
epidemic!  That was themost definite answer
to prayer that-J-ever witnessed.

“Since then my faith has grown and taken
root as it never hpd before. I can now trust
God as T never—toukl before, and I get such
comfort and peace out of prayer now.”

He took me by the hand "and said, with
tears streaming down his cheeks, “You have
been o blessing to me, and I trust God will
continue to use you, and make you a blessing
wherever you go.”

With tears streaming down my cheeks and
my heart bubbling over with joy (yet I felt
so 1itfld, and it seemed as he talked that every
blunder and mistake and failure of my life
stood bLefore me like a mountain peak), T
looked him in the eyes and said, “I was once
a poor, lost boy without God and almost with-
out hope, but one day I heard the voice of
Jesus, saying, ‘Come unto me and I will give
vou rest” ‘Though your sins be as scarlet
they shall be as white as snow.”” I told him
how God had saved me from a life of sin and
misery and had sanctified me wholly, and
given me peace that is beyvoud deseription;
and that it was the grace of God that had
enabled me to live as I had since I came on
the ship. He said, “I am hungering for an
experience like that.” We knelt and prayed,
and he was gloriously sanetified.

I have only told you this“to let you see how
God has blessed in answer to prayer. I love
ITim with all my heart, and mean to be true
to Him at any cost.

A

- A Newspaper Carrier

By Rev. Avaust N. Nisox

ING! Ring! Ring, ring!
“Number, please?”

“Give me—"

#Is this—? Well, I want to know why
my newspaper has not been delivered the last
two cvenings.”

“Js that so, Mr. —? Well, we'll look up.
the matter and see why the carrier has failed
1o deliver the paper at your house. Thank
you for notifying us.” -

The next afternoon a little fellow ecalled
at the house and said, “Are you the man who
rang up the office last night, and complained
about the paper not being delivered regu-
larly ¢’

“Yes., I am the party who rang up the
office last night. I wanted to see the ‘boss’
who has charge of the delivery.”

“Well, I am the boss,” said the little fel-
Jow. “And I tell you, sir, that I don’t want
the boys to be careless. You rjeed not worry
about your paper after this, for I am going
to see to it that a boy who attends to his busi-
ness will deliver your paper.”
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