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“How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and
bring glad tidings of good things”

The Unionist Craze

12 PREACH unity of the New Testament
type and think we should all covet ear-
nestly this most desirable spirit of unity
and co-operation. There should be dis-
couraged the needless increase of new de-
nominations. Where there are denomi-
nattons which have been sundered by
sectionalism or by strife they should
come together and be one. All this we

sincerely Lelieve 'in and have always believed in long

before this war occurred.

A New Thing Under the Sun

There is. however, a new thing under the sun which
we do not appreciate at all. The world has come in as
the advocate for a new kind of unity, and seenlar pa-
pers as well as many church papers and prelates have
been lured into the trap of this new kind of unity.
There is proclaimed the necessity in the reconstruction
now going on and to be pushed, for a huge kind of
“Church Trust"—a kind of church-combine in which
all the denominations will become things of the past.
and one immense, new, grand church will appear, so
large and so tremendous that its very bigness will ap-
peal to the eve and challenge the admiration and con-
fidence of the world. and there will occur a glorious
turning to this new chureh by the people by the million.

The advocates of this great “Church Trust™ are in
the habit of ridienling the great number of the de-
nominations, and prate much about the waste of men
and means by this needless wultiplieation of churches?
They harp upon the more than two hundred denomi-
nations as a very wicked thing, and make much of this
bugbear of their hmagination. Some of these secular
papers we suppose really believe what they say about
these two hundred denominations. 1t is diflicult to be-
lieve that the chureh papers and preachersgwho have
been canght by the plausible ery believe what they are
saving. for the information on the subject is just of
the kind which preachers are supposed to know. They
talk as if the membership of the denominations arve
seattered about amongst over two hundred denamina-
tions pretty generally and evenly.

In the first place. we want to remind these belated
brethren of the cloth and of the secular press, that
many of these so-called churches are not churches at all.
They bear this name but they have stolen it and it be-
longs not to them at all. There can be no Christian
churelr that does not believe in the essential deity of
Jesus Christ. We utterly deny and repudiate the false

o

and wicked claim of any body of people to the cog-
nomen of a Christian church which does not believe in
and teach the absolute deity of Christ.

A number of the divisions among these churches
are territorial for greater administrative efliciency. As.
for example, Northern and Southern Baptists,  Some
ave racial. white and black.,  Administrative efliciency
15 served by this division and no sane man would urge
the union of these racial divisions.  Sometimes the
same church is put down as more”than one denomina-
tion, ax, for instance, in the case of the Lutherans where
the “Synod of Ohio™ and ~“the Synwd of Towa™ ave put
down as separate denominations,

When we eliminate all the so-called denominations
which have absolutely no title to being »Christian™ in
any true sense whatever; and all the cults and isms
which are the revival of effete and long exploded the-
ories of centuries-old notions and pagan philosophies:
and also those divisions which exist for purely terri-
torial and administrative purposes. we will have a de-
cided reduetion in the number about which so nueh is
being said. .

But really the ease is not half so bad as represented
in any event. When we come to examine the facts, it
is found that more than ninety per cent of professed
Christians are in seven religious bodies: Baptists,
Methodists, Presbyterians, Disciples, Lutherans, Epis-
copalians, and Catholies,  Sixty-five of the religious
bodies are mere subdivisions of four of the evangelical
baodies,

A Spurious Unity

But the modern advocates for a spurious unity for-
wet the fundamental idea underlying the existence of
these great divisions of the religious world which is the
essentinl thing of religious liberty. They express the
great principle of religious liberty which is dear to
every free man.  God would not have it otherwise.
These wnreasoning reasoners also forget that denomi-
nationali=n and sectarianism are not synonymons, De-
nominations can exist in the utmost amity and correord
and fellowship. We helieve this is largely the case to-
day.  There was never a time in the world's Listory
when there was less real sectarianism than today. That
more than nine-tenths of the Christinns of the world
today are in seven diflerent, denominations is itself
proaof of great amity and harmony among them, and
is also definitd justification of religious liberty which
gives rise to these differences among them. It is also
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