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Two Pictures

PASTOR of a New York church
1| |recentty received from one of

|| nis members a seated envelope

l A and was told to open it at his
leisure. ULpon opening it a little

| later he was surprised to find
——! | that it contained a rol! of twen-

ty-dollar bills amounting in the aggregate to a fine
sum. In trying to return the money to the sender, he
.received the following explanation ot the remarkable
incident: “I have been: lately convinced that it is
untair to ask a man with a twenty-tive-thousand-dol-
lar brain to work on a clerk’s salary, especially since
the preacher is-a coworker with men who have un-
usuat opport_unfties for large tinancial returns: And
therefore I want to share with my pastor some of my
own success.” And then he added, “I hope this is
only the first of many such dividends of our silent
partnership.” The pastor replied that he supposed
this was a form of profit-sharing. He added, that on
this basis he would accept his bonus., What a pity
that more laymen could not catch the vision of theit
preacher as a factor in their business success, and
would acknowledge that his gospel is a direct contri-
bution to their personal success in business. The truth
is the gospel which the preacher delivers alone makes
it possible for business men to carry on their business
with safety from open marauding and peculation
from the dishonest and evil-minded, as it civilizes.
Instead, the business world prefers still to pay Jack
Dempsey $225,000 for- fifteen weeks in vaudeville
and to pay their preacher a few hundred dollars for
an entire year’s hard work. The business world thus
puts muscle several hundred§old higher in value than
morality, and brutality as much higher than brains.

And yet this same preacher may be a man who could.

shine in some profession \Qr_ conduct some line
of big business and make his millions. Behold
the gross unfairness and the profiteering carried
.on in-the matter of preachers’ salaries by their
own members!

- who understand the truth as it is in Jesus.

Two Facts

There are two facts which no one can deny who
Knows a very lftle about tne Bible. ‘L'he tirst is
tnat holiness 1s the great overmastering doctrine ot
the Bible. The supreme, not to say exclusive, aim
and end of this Bible4s 10 make men noty and get
tnem ready 1or the coming or tne Lnrist. It seeks
to make tnem holy in heart ana 1n lile tnat they may
pe like Him in both spirit ana conauct so they may
be able to enjoy communion and leuowsnip witn
Him. I'he other tfact is tnat comparatively few
Christians have any detinite views or convictions
avout this tremendous trutn ot nolness as tne cardi-
nal and central truth and iqea o1 tne Bible. ‘Lhe
most of them take but littie interest mn the matter,
'treafing it as a state or condition o1 a sort of trans-
cendental character to be enjoyed by the saints of
heaven some of these times in the dim future after
existing long enough in heaven tor God to have made
them holy. Yet holiness is an experience to be
possessed kere in this life and to be lived day by day
before the world. How far from the New Testament
platform are the Christians living today these facts
will help us to see.

This truth puts a tremendous obligation on those
How
important it is that we teach the truth and live it

faithfully before the world and a gainsaying church

so that they may have the true light and be with-
out excuse if they fail to accept it! Let every
preacher and every layman who knows what holiness
is be careful to stress it and live it and witness to
it and thus let their light shine before men that they
may see their good works and be led to glorify God.

If we do not put the truth properly before them we
may rest sure that somebody else will put it before
them in the wrong light so as to prejudice them and
keep them from it. A great writer said once to his
Methodist brethren, “If you Methodist preachers, who
have promised to seek it, donot put the doctrine in the
proper light, some one else will come along and put it
where it ought not tobe.” Let us be faithful, brethren!
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