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T_11r Additions lo 1.~':hc-r con,i t ,f ix pa, 1g1·~ lcon•,ini'l~ lOj ''''"l's not in the J lcbrcw 
text ). 111,,-rtcd Ill th, l.\.\ 1, :s.t I,~· \\,I)' I ,llJIJ'llhl ,t, •II I llhJ• \ ,, r, ll J l'I, 1 th .lit 111.,11 
chapter~. 

fl C:\llll<>l lw ;.d,I th.it 11'.''Sl' .\tld1ti .. 11,. \\ !ti, Ii lit' I 11"111,tll\ • l C ,11,1, .. ,11 .. n, ,,r II fo1~nlla1 
past, a rl' of great rntcrc,t or nnport:rncc. Perhaps as much a, t,1·0 cent uric~ ~cparate their d itc 
f1·011t th,ll llf the "'""lllt;,1] )'"lli"II' • f f.,11111, ,tlld th,} < JI II Ill f "Ill ,, 1h11 111 (Cl'lt ol ) " •" 
life an<l thought. which possc<sul 110 i11<lq1cndc11t $ ,urcc~ of hi,t'>ric,1! i11r.>r'll 1ti, n 

Any intn<:,t. thud01~, th,,t Lht· ,. fr,ii::me nts po,,r , he, not 111 ti ir power to cnlarg~ our 
lm1>\\' lc.J;;c .. f tlw ,1 .. , ~- ,.f J, ,tl,n. lint lll th, 1<1lc • 1, .. ,1 tit,~ """' ,r I II r I ,. h d"Jllll• r I •I,,, 
circle in which they ori;.::inated. 

If 11<: a rc tu 1ll:11..h ,,0\ 11right to the ro~tscript founrl in the I.'\ X (E th<r x• 1 --:md R) sscl's 
rcao;on fur rt·JC'Cling it!' 11 itnC's, is not ,utT1c1< l'l the: t1.1nsl.11inn of c,nm t< .I I· •titer ,l,,tc, f om not 
l,lll·r th,tn 114 B , . ; l>ul tl sc:cm~ uni l:t y that tin ,\dditions \\Crc m~ ll 1><• ll«I \\ th thC' t•rnslatrcl 
porttons 1111111 after tlti, posts·npt 11.1s .,pp, nclnl I he ,\dd•t,ons 111,1\' 111 • ,111 oe tit'" ,rk of one 
a utho1 out tht-y a,c not tr:w,l.itic,n, and <~red,,," ti ~Ir ori,:in 11 J,111g 1,1{'..: 1 It I pr, l,3111< th.a 
the .\<lditions, with t lll'll ,li..:htlr I· ~,·ptian n tvOII ,cf. thl u,c C { ,i ,>.,fu., ff\ I)" ,P,A~. Ill I i, thl 
application ol the: \\Ord '\l.1ccdu11111' lu l l.1111.tn •n I. 10, a'l,1 , •• ,11/,a, •, 1: 1,,). 11, c d mpo cd m 
] ,{:')'Ill, where the VC't1cration for the 1:.rnn11ic1i book w:i, 11alur,1 ly not so 1111,h :1, m )'.ale tmc r,11hcr 
than in l'alc,tinc by Eg~ pti.111 J cws tc111por;u 1ly resid•11,.: the re• 

Rut wen• the: 1\ck'1tio11- wad, irn111ed1 ndy •1p II tht reception f the Iran l.11101 of I thcr in 
E gypt, or 011lr .,rte, sonic time h,1d p~s,:crl. and intctC'~t in th< h,,rk hac '>e n ,1\\akcn«l, and 
a desire ,trou,t'd 111 the minds ..t p.1trirt c Jc11, to hc~r the story of I tl>~r ii' •1c • r !,•.,I> 

The lallcr h)·pnt l,l·sis s~enis tl•c 111'•1'<' p,oh.,hlc :,,; ,t 0nly ,~ 1111 e r«,u re I for the creative 
actil'it) of the inngin~lion to get lo work 11ut the !Y,tscrht, 11 h ch "ith 11 c-.;phr•t ref re r l'> t'1c 
l rr111slt1/1011 of I ,the, 11111,t lure· been ·tppu1dcrl 11m•1td1.1'd) Nt tl•e trtn ch1c11 n ,f the tr,rns 110:, 
into I • ypt, wou1cl sml'l)" h,t\'C' been 11orde<I dilfcantl)'. 1f th, ,\tld111ons h,ul been ,I rclcly 
incorpontnl. 

T he date of the. \d<litinn,, thcrc·foH·. ma,· be plac"d in the• c· 1rl• r par• 'lf the f r,t certurr, ,1•1<l 
they mar be rei::an.kd as cont, ntp<1ra11cous '\1th the Jlo1,1k of \\ • d H•t. 11' ~> c,m be referred l, 
:Maccab,·an t11n,•, (a, c, g br hcub and V I, ysscl) only h) .1 c.ompl<'IC' rqctt "ll of th" 1111'lc~ c. f 
t he: po~t,cript. 

\\ 1sdo111 is the work uf an i\lex.1ncln.111 Jc.,, klcnl} di,trcssc<I b) I· ) pt•rn id11!.1"r ,rnd by the 
~ rnwing: laxitr ;\nd iud1lh.1l.:H.:1 t, 1 ilu: n.1t11111.d 11 1 h 1 J1 n the trl t ''. 11 • nu, h, I t 11t Jc-, 
rcsi,ltnt in Ei.:rpt. Tilell'lilcr,,f\\'i,cl,,111 ,,.,,,~,en:, tlut111,11,·.:,,n,,n·1t111 LI ,n,,111~ I \tllllrl 

J c:,-.·s in who1n tlv• forn.:s 11f l'l'illtt,,n ,h~rL' at w,,rh.. .111,t \\h" lu.: ·1111 · 1ht 11 11 .11d 1th p.11:r101lt' 1n 

proport ion as th")' saw the tr.,diti0ns of their religion ncgkctc<l 
T he ,\tld,11011, tu E,th,r Ill.I\' l,c• 1.:u,111111 I r,11 in I ~in11l 11 II l\' Tl~ ,ti,, (>th I fl\\Clll th, 

domiciled Jew, of the f )i;tspora a;u! the 11 .. ti, t·, of the C •llllll_r \I er, ·,It 111111 I r Ill Ill lUf1h 11, .tml 
in period, of t1 i.1I .md npp1C's,i1111 \\hen th,· Jc\\>""" dri1<:11111 1,p •II ;l,,·,n•< h, •,II\\,,, 111h1r,1! f,,, 
them 10 Lake rd11·~e ill the ~111,ly .. r thlir ,,1Lrul 1,. .. ,k,, .tn,l ,,f th,.,.<· cs1•e.:1, Iv,',, h l• I •1111:1. l\'llldt 
told of the subjection of the h,·,tth,·11. lo the chn,~·11 J>(Oplc. I~" t• ,mly 1utu1al 1h.n 1•l11l, 1.1:mn• nl 
thc.~c favourite n.1rr.1 tiv<."-. ,huuld sp1111" up, .11ul 111 ,u11r,c of 11111e l,il-,· 1h,·1r pl.1r1· 1• 1111hc111lc put 
of the original work~-

ThL 1\ dditiun. ire free from all tr.1c,: of .\11'"\IHlrine dnctri1w, hut there: i, 11" 1c:,i-011 t,, ~lll'P<"' c 

• Cf Ry,,sel, in K,111/ uh, i. p. 196; ,\ndrc!, I..u Af,«ryjhn tk I' A. T. P~· :03, 2~4- ... , ,. , 
' l f. J.,coh, /.,I/ II ', ,. 1S•)<), \'P· 2;~ 90: .,1111 Jdlintl.. /lll/t-lu,.1/,,m11I,, •.I>.""· Tl,.- ,~dJ,!J.,Jh I 

1::)tlu~r spr.lll:,; ou t of th,· nna:::in:ttion ol an \ lt.•,.rn<lr1.1n J66.~,•nd hence thur \IUGin:tl l.1n:11 ,,.: "·'"' Vrce, X X .... 



THE ADDITIONS TO ESTHER 

that every J cw residing in Egypt surrendered to the influence of the philosophic atmosphere o l 
Alexandria. The practical purpose with which the Additions were composed would cause thei r 
author to eschew the introduction of all foreign clements. His hearers would be of the simpler type, 
not ,·crscd in spcclllation, but familiar only,, ith the religious ideas of the 0. T.; his object would be 
rather t o confirm them in the old than to provide a meeting-place for the old with the new. 
Accordingly, the Additions might be expected to be strictly orthodox and consen•ative in tone; 
and this is exactly what we find. The spirit of simple prayer breatht.:s in them, anc! trust in God 
and remembrance of God's mercies to Israel arc especially emphasized. 

The object of the author is purely practical, and speculative quc,tions arc altogether beyond his 
range. It has been thought that the object of the Additions was 'to remove the uneasiness arising 
from the secular tone of the original story '.1 This is a proposition very difficult to accept, suggest in~ 
as it docs a deliberate effort to correct the canonical book, and thereby an implied censure on its 
character. The difference between the tone of the canonical book and the additions can be ks,; 
invidiously accounted for, on the supposition that the latter came into existence to meet an historical 
need, and that floating legendary material was drawn upon for the purpose of consoling and 
,strengthening a simple-minded people in ad\"ersity. If it is true that the Additions have introduced 
the rclig-ious note, it cannot be stid that the}' have a materially higher tone. I lat red of the heathen 
and thir~t for revenge appear in undiminished vehemence. 

It has b~en a,;sumcd so far th,it \\'C arc justified in speaking of these six passages as additions, 
which first took shape in Greek. It is true that they arc not all homogeneous, and that some of 
lhcm Mc more I lcbr.tk in <:harnct1,;r than olhcr~. Hul of lwo (J\dds, n and E) it may be said' that 
any re-tran,lation of thc.,e rhetorical and florid piece, into l lcbrcw would be impossible, while of 
the rest it is cnou~h Lo say that the I lcbraisms they contain ar·c fully accounted for by the fact that 
the Jew who composed them could not divest himself altogether of the idioms of his pcople.3 
A ,omewhat paradoxical contention has been put forn·ard by Lan~en, Kaulen, and Scholz, who arc 
concerned to pro,·c- the authenticity of the Additions, the effect of which would be to show that the 
LXX form of Esther i, the original, and the l!ebrcw only an abbreviated edition of the book. 
This hypothesis rests on the existence of various :\1 idrashic compilations! and especially of an 
Aramaic piece known :ts• l\Jordccai's Dream'. containing the Dream ancl the Prayer of .Mordecai and 
the Prarcr of Esther, of which the so-called .\dditions to Esther arc r.1· hJ'f'"tl,ai the Greek form. 

But there i, much more reason to regard these tliffusc J\ rarnaic fragmcnb as being indirectly 
l,ased on the LXX Additions than vice versa ; ·, and, further, inasmuch a;, not more than one of these 
pieces can be proved to ha\'e existed as ea.-Jy as even the middle of the fourth century, they arc 
quite valueless as proofs of a llebrew original earlier than that known to St. Jerome . 

. \)most equally ba,eless is the argument that the older and fuller Hebrew text was deliberately 
expurgated of the n:une of God, in order that it might not suffer dishonour when the Esther-roll 
was read during the course of the rather secular festival of l'llrim. Such editing of the book is far 
more difficult to credit than the hypothesis of subsequent additions. 

One of the su1·cst arguments against the original integrity of the book in its LXX form lies in 
the manr di,crepancic, bctwe<..11 the canonical Esther and the so-called Additions." Some of these 
may be noted hen.' ;-

( 1) J\. 2. '\Jordccai is represented as holding a high po,,ition at court in the second year of 
,\rtaxerxcs; but Fsther ii. 16 speak, of the seventh year. 

12) A 13. ,\lordccai himself informs the king of the conspiracy of the eunuchs; but Esther ii. 
~ 1- 2.3 says that Esther told the king in Mordecai's name. 

<.{) A 16. :\Tordecai is n.wardcd for his services, but Esther vi . .l, 4 shows that l\Iordecai had 
been forgotten 

14) A 17. The reason for l!aman's grudge against J\lordccai is that lllordecai had caused the 
death of the eunuchs, but in Esther iii. 5 it is that ,\fordecai ,,·ill not bow before Haman. 

(.;) C z(), 2-. Esther prutc,b her hatred ur the positiou of queen to an uncircumcised alien. 
Hut the Hebrew makes no such suggestion. 

(IS) F 10. Ilaman i~ called a Macedonian, but in Esther iii. 1 his father's name is Persian. 

1 ~trcane, Estlur, p. xxix. 
• U. Fuller, p. 365, note 4 

Cl. S. l. Frankel. Jlt1giv,,1;r1fl"' /wstt:nul'ti . . . t le.1.:/11 0r,u·,·o ,,, li11g11u111 lf€braifaJII i-011v~rhi, &c., 1830; 
Andre, op. cit. pp. 203, 204; Jellinek, llrt/,-/ra-,lfidraslt, v, p. viii. 

'c.,:. a lrCdllsc on Esther in the ll,1~y/0111,111 Tt1/11111d, Mc1111Jah 10" ff.; in the I'irJ:r Ra66i Elir:er, ch. 49f.; in 
.I o,1ppon. cent. x; .lli,lms/1 l,st/l(r N,16/oa, cent. x1 or x11. For nn exhnu,tl\'C list sec Ryssel, p. 195; cf. Andre, p. 198 ; 
J"ullcr, Apocr. of O.T., p. 363. 

• Bissell, p. 202. 
Cf. Andre, pp. ~a~ ;03. 
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I \JTROD UCTION 

(il E :z. The l'c1,ian, as,,cll .1sthcJc,\s.lrc n::,p,iri.:d tu 1-ccp the ka,t <ll l'u,im; l,111 111 
F sther ix. lO-Z8 the Jew, alone arc chari::-cd to obsen•e it. 

T he .\tltlit ion, 1irc six in 1111111hcr, t11,ti11i.:11itilll'd b)' !Jr. ::;"·dr in hi, 1.•ditio11 o( the c /, J'. ln 
G reek by the kttns A to Fin 1crunl,111cc with :a s11;.:i,:c:Sti .. 11 111.ulc by the l,,tl! f'1of. I fort. ,u they 
stand in A.\'. and IC\'., they .ire p1 ,1ctic,dly 1111 intclli::ihlc.' J, r,,mc·~ 1 rk" 111 ,11 ,r the \dditl!'.111 
to an appendix, in which thei1 rclatinn Ill the ,.111,,11iu1l ch,q,ters \\fi~" 1lt, ether C>h!oeurcol i, 
responsible for this. .. · 

Not finding thLm in the lll'lncw, he desired in his t1,1n•l.1tion t ,> 111.11\.: tht· d.,1incuu11 bL'l\\een 
them ,inti the a11thtnl1C' p•11ti,,ns: ,llld lhi• ,11r,111.i:t·111t·11 l "·'' carn<:d me1 inw A.\'. aml I, .\'.• 

T heir contents .1r~ as follows:-
;\. \ l ordccai's 1 l1c;1111, ,111d tlK i:un,pi,acy , ,r the twu cu1111ch, 1,1 ,J.,uhlc r,f I ,the, 1i : 1 !.~1 

Precedes L,ther i. J 
ll. ·1 he km;.,\ Eclirt co111111andin;: till' t1,·,.t111ttio11 <>f the jl'\\~. I' 11,,"~ !.~ll,,:r 1i1 1 i, 1111,l 

expands iii. R 1 ~. 
C. Prayer of :llonkc:ii and l'r.1ycr of I:,th<r. Follows I sthcr iv. 17 
U. l·.,thcr's .1ppc,1Lmu I>< for<. the ktn;:. h,llo\\ I 1 ... nd 1~ .rn ,111.pi1:1~ 1\i,m ,1f I •:h<·1 \'. I, 
E. The king's sC'cond Edict in favour of the Jews. Follows Esther \'iii. 12. 
F. lnt<'rpretation of :\lordcni'~ I Jre:im. Follow, r,thcr x. ~-

~ ;, :.\b ""~urn 1..; 

The currLnl and unrcvbcd luit of the third i;entury i~ mvrc or Jc,~ clv><:'y rcprcsentro by the 
uncial,· 

B. Vaticanus, cent. 1,·. 
A. Alcx.,ndrinus, cent v. 
!'(. Sinaiticu,. cent. iv. 
N. Basilio-\'at,canus, cent. v111-1x; and by m.1ny ci.r•ives, of which the most import,1nt .ire 

(as numbered by Jl,,lmes ,t11<l l',11,v11s. 1·" /,,/. ,,,,,, 111,111 11 kt .. t)x1 .. 1d l~•,s 1!-.;l 
5.:i Rome (\·.11. Reg Cr. I J. 
108. Rom" (V.tt. L1 1,10). c<'nLlinin~ two rcccnsions the fir~t c,f which, knl'lwn as 108 ,r 

represents the unrc\'a,cd text. 
2,19. Rome (Vat. l'ius l). 
Other nearly allied cursive; .1re­
:;z. Florence ( Laur. J\cq. H ). 
64. Paris (.\ at. Re~. Gr . .!). 
Z-1.l· Venice /'it. ,\lark's, cou. tfi), "ith which the .\Ii.line edition is connected 
248. Rome (\ at. Gr. 346/, of which thi: l \,ly&lut ,)I ,\lcal.i t< omplutcn••,111, 1 ,j l,I) i~ a re-

production. 
The ri.:c"n,11,11 m,t<ll hy < >11~u1 111 th,· thi11l ,,11turr i- rqm:,1...11:ul L~ the, r 1H 1r 1111bcrt.,I •d 

which contains t"·" 1ct:cnsions ,,f J·:sther. that l..1101111 .i.- •di• h.l\'in.; tlit: u,t1c1l ,1."' unpi.,yc,I u:,· 
Origcn. 

The readin~s uf v.: /, llll!'l:spond \l rr dn,cl )' \\ ith the co11i.:ctio11' lll•Cl tl'd in L 0,1. :--m:11t1<.11:, Lr 
the first of thn:e ,r.:vc·nth-.:cntttl'\' hand,, kn,11111 .1s s •. 11hn 1d,11,l\\ll 1 ,• < l•i., rn lchtt·.lnt..-, l" tlw 
work of Orii,cn.J · 

The Hcsyd1i.111, ,11 E.;rptr.111, 1<:r.:u1sio11, u> th" fnurth ,·,·11111rr. i, 1cpr,·,c·111c,l hy ,1,1, 
1,li - , . -,1 

76, 106, lOi, JZO, ~.\l'i. 
T he L ucic1nit..: ur . \ 11ti11<.:hbn. 1Tt·c11sio11

1 
,,f .d>out ~\. l • . . ~x. i, rc11rc·~c_J1tl•1I by I y, ,, : a I c~ l• 

P. de Laf!anle,' who d,·,1;.:n,1tcs th<·sc :-.r...;-.. rc•11c,l1Hi}' I,r the li.:tk1s /:1 1111 .f,. ha~ rtu•n,:rn.i,·<I 
the L ucianic text, and pl.1r.:e<l 1t in 11,11;ilkl r.:ult111ms "ith th.,t .,f the 111k1.1b. Thcrc 1• ,, .''Cf} "ide 
difference bct\\ecn th..: tw" type, ol text, but the l.nu.,mi: 1!..11111111 by l .. 1~.1r.lc .'\.< ,1) C<'fttarn, 1,II the 

~ix longer additions. . . , . • • 
Certain n:s,:t11hl.u1ces hct11c"<.'I\ th,· dct,,il, 111 _1.,,cph11, ,t(<;vunt :in,l tho,.- m the l.1:,11n1" tc\l 

Jed Lan:;:en ~ to ;ir;.:11e th.tt Jo,cplrn, h.,d in !1i, h.11~d , the •D·L,1llc,! l.11C'~111i< 1ccr.:n<1011, nnJ t(iat 
therefore this text i, 11nt .1 1c,;cn,i11n ol th,• tl•11.I or 1,.111 th ccntm)', ln tan 1mkpenuu1t tra11>l.1:1011 

• Cf. Swttr, /11/r. t.> 0. 1: i11 1;,rd, P· :s7. 
• Cf. Jc,r,, l'rol. ,n Es(lr: cl•: s, ed. \ ':1ll.us1, i<, p. 15_81.. .. ~ 
• Swtle, /11/r."' o. 1. ,n l,rrtl, fl, IJI, and v. r ,,, 0,ttf, 11, P· ,So. 
• i.i6. V. 1: C.m. 1.,,. i, 16IIJ, 
' T116. Tl,tol. tj11o1,1. 1 Uo, pp. :~ ~ 11 

ft'J i 



THE ADDITIOJ\'~ TO E STI IER 

from the J kbrcw. But there arc too many corrt..,.pondcnccs between the l\vo types of text, 
espcci:1.lly in the Additions, for this theory to be possible.1 

~ 1• THE ANCIEXT \ ERSJ01''-. 

I\o Syriac \'cr,ii>n of I· sthcr is kno"n; the book i, altogether absent from the Ncstorian l\tSS.2 
Paton" ,-rites that the Coptic nrsion!;. which would presum:iblr give a I lcsychian type of text, 
have ne,·er been publi,hcd, 11 hilc the I thiopic ,·cr,ion, fomtccn l\!SS. of which arc known to contain 
the Book of l·.,thcr, is equ;dlr inaccessible. ,\n ,\rmcnian ,·ersion of Esther also exist,, but in too 
corrupt a form to be of any scn·ice. 

The only ancient n•rsions extant and available arc the Old Latin and the Vulgate. 
1 J The Old Latin bcl11ng, tu the middle of the ,econd century, and is ,l uscful witness to the 

] .XX text a, it <existed bdorc till time of the three rcccnsi{ln,. It is the work of one who, though not 
t1 i,:ood Greek ~chnlar. made a h 1thful effort to translate the Greek original, and ,d1cre he failed to 
unc'e,,tand the t;reck, as 111 the case of the l11 o edict·, 1eproduccd it word for won! in Latin. Thi~ 
m akes it pos-iblc· in 111any ,.ascs to rccon,truct "ith con,p:uattvc certainty the Greek text which lay 
in front of him.• ·1 he ( llJ L1ti11 vcr,ion conuincd all the six Auditions /except A 11- 1 ;), tog<.:thcr 
with cc:rtain others peculiar to it, c.g after R ;, in C 14 a very long addition in C 16, after C 30, in 
D; Un the other hand it omits A 12 1;, and (in Cod. Pechianus) C 17 21. 

(1) fhc \"uli::;;ite was un<lcr1.1l,.tn by St. Jerome :it the request of Pope D amasus, ancl was 
produced bct\\·cu1 ,\.I, .. NO ;111<l 40;;. JI c <kvc,tcd himself pa 1tic11Jar!) to the books" h1ch bc-longecl 
to the I ld>rcw (itnon, and pilid le~~ attl'lltil>n lo those II hich 11uT nnly lrnown throu!!h the LXX. 

In the case of l ,thcr, he gathered all the non-Tlebraie additions together, and placed them 
i-omewh.1t u,ntcmptw,11,l) ;it the: cml of hi, translation of the canonical hook. In the l'r<1I. II/ F.st/1 
I,e wntes: · Qu:i.e habtntur in Jlcbraeo. plena fide cxprcssi. llaec autem quae sequuntur scripta 
n.:ppcri in e<litiunc ntlgata quac c;raeC•·rnm lin~ua ct littcris continctu,, et interim post finem libri 
h oc capitulum fcrcbatur, quod iuxta consuetudincm nnstram obclo, id est ,·cru praenotavimus.' 

J<:rome's translation differs ,•err largd) from the Old L atin the former being as fne as the 
fatter is slavish!)· literal. \ er) oftrn he is content to gi\'e only the ~cncral sense of the Greek, and 
his work is more like an ori;;inal Latin composition than a translallon ' 

~ 4. IJ \Tl" 01 Till 1\tll>ITI0'.1.:-,, 

The: ,\dditions belong lo that mass of floating lcgendar) material which in the course of rears 
gathered around tl1e name of l·.,thcr. 

It i, irnpossibk to assign a single date to thtn1, as they arc ,Hittcn in dilfr,ent ~t) Jes, and 111:iy 
be th<.: work of different authors. ,ome of the aclditions (e.g. AC 1J F / having probabl) grown up 
gradually and assumed thdr pre,rnt shape afte, an exi,tence of some years in an oral trad1t10n. 

The two edicts (Band 1:1, on the other hancl, arc of a quit!. <lifferc:nt character from the four 
;tlread)' mrntioni,d ,1hid1 ha,c: slmng lltb1,11c afliniucs: H ,Ulcl 1~ belong undoubtedly to l·.g)pt. 
nnd their perindic. style shows that they could ha\'C originated in no other way th.in as formal 
written compos1tion,. They show con~idcrablc rc,cmblancc to 2 ;\face., which clcarlr emanated 
from J:gypt (cf. lJ .i "'"'' -ri, µ.11 T~t· 13acr,J..£fo1• £iiurnO{o.~ TJ'Y)(cin,v with z Mace. xiv. 6 oiK iw,·ru n,,. 
,~""'"''"" n'·rrTucJrn" Tt'\tu·J; but although the place of origin is clear, the <late (in so far as internal 
c, idcncc is concerned) i, in both cases equally indeterminate. 

::\o conclusion, .~~;1111, as lo the latc1Ks~ of J\ anJ Fis to be dra\\ n from the failure of Josephus t o 
,·mploy them. It is quite as likdy that thq• <lid not suit his purpo,c as that they were ab~ent from 
the 11S. he employed or from all the :\ISS. of that period. 

The prc~ent "ritc1 is nc,t satisfied with the arguments of Jacob against the \'a)i<lity of the post­
:script in Fsthu xi. 1 : • 1 n the fourth rear of the 1 Lii;:11 of !'tole my and Cleopatra, IJositheus, who said 
he \\'as a priest and a l.cdtc. and J'tulcrnacus his son, brought the Epi,tlc of I'hrurai hc:rc ,ct forth. 
which they said ,1 ,is true, ;\nd that L)sima~hu, the ,on of l'tolemacus, that was in Jeru•alem, had 
imerprctcd it. Jacob's objection is based on the assumed impossibility of a translation with o,o 
many clearly marked c"amplcs of Lgypti:in vocabularr" ha\'ing been made in Palestine; but he 

' :,cc 1'a1on, F.,tlrtr, pp. 37, 3S; Fuller p. 365 ; Andr~, p. :07. A , ery full statement concerning the MSS. m,1y 
be found in l'aton, l:':sllu,, pp. 29- 38. 

• Andre,,.,., .·lj)o<1JjJhts, p. zo7. 
' l:1/lur, pp. 361 37. 
• Cf. Jacob, Dar Bu,·/, F1lhtr, Cicsscn, 1890, pp. 13 2:. 
' Cf. Andre, I ts Ap.,.·,:rplur, p. 2o8. . 
' ( r. Jacob, /J,u l,'u, Ji I- sl,Jc.·,-. p. 51, (b,)81,01•iC,u8m, 1'«T,8t1·a1, kUTtl'(<..tJ>iCtu', cip;(Hft..,JjJCl'f"O</>l1).fll(.H I arnypu<j>fu. 
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INTROTH.:CrI01': 

ii::m,rcs the ,1<,ertion nf I lo•.ithr·us and l'tolcmr "h" luou.;lit it tn I '}"fll. tlwt it •as 11~ u>• 
I .rnt;1,lchu< • ton of 1'1, ,l~m)', who-c \Tr)" 11. 111~ J>rQClaiiu, him tv hue !An co1111c,.:c,I Mll1 1,i.,,ypt, 
cn:n ,r a 1,·mpor.11r a·s1dr:nt :11 J1.:n1,1lt:m. I he po~tsc11pt m,,r be rc!foir.l ,I :u 1,.,.,)nabl\' tru t• 
worthy, an d various infcrtnces may b<• drnwn from it. • • 

( 1) It" ts ,tpp,ndcd lo the 1ransla1i<1n <>f the c111n11i01l E•thc, in1111olo;itdr on ll~ tn:rnducllnn 
into I izypt. 

(2) That date wa, 1 q 11.t.1 

('.{) Tht: p11st,c11p1 11 fc,, ,o ,It fini11.·I)' l• • the 1,,111sl,1/1,•11 uf E•thrr, •1h:11 ,1 ,.11111,~1 ~ I IJ tr, 
CO\"CT lhr Addition,:, ,, hich wrrr not l1an~l.1ti, ,n,. 

14) Some time 11111 ,1 h.,vr: p.,,~nl hct," t11 I 1 ~ I , .. the d.,1,· nf the int1od11Ct1un of 1hr. l 1,,n•ln11n11 
into l·:i.;~ pl, ,11ul thl' i1,,·,,1p111,ttiun thv11 \\Ith ul un.1111h«lll< 111allr1. It, ,..., ,c,!1~ wCtuld J,ar:r 
protoctcd it from formal alterations for at le 1st a q11a1tcr of a ccnturr, 

(.j) The- 111,"t p, .. 1u1,1t ti.,;~ lht·n r .. , th, Ill\ 1rp1,1.11!flll of 1hr ,\d.J,11,-.11, \\f)llld l" fr,,m IIWJI 
80 1:., . • -n\\ .,id,, ll!e' ''.' 11111~111 ,,d ,p,, 111 hu11.: ,d1<>1,l J\ 1,. ,,. , thc•d,11e "' th, 11 u11l'l"y111c:nt Ii) J ,,cphus. 

If the l'"'tsc11p1 " ••·J1·, 11.·d rn, Ii) J.,roh r .. l,m«I h) l{y -,•IJ, 1111 ,l.,111,;: nt th~ ,\ilt!i1111n ,. 
rC'ndc1cd t'\'Ul UlOl<' i11dc:t11:ih. J.u .. ,h l..1H 1111

1y 11.u11c I tu ct it.lint~· \\1th r ,:-.ar,I ,,. el;\h_~ dc.:r1\.1b!c­
fr11111 the c;.-, ... 1,, lorlll or e;i11,,111cd I ,the,, I,·. th.,t It 11111,1 h.,n· l,C'C'II "'"' ... : "'JII:· (llrtt: lv11.: ,)r 
,hmt IJt·f.,rc the d,,1r11ui .. 11, f th,· l't ·,krn.,i,· rt: me in 1c. I'.• 1 I k 11 , .111,: ,...,, th.11 I .:Ji r n11ut 
have been one nf the earliest of the < >Id Tt•,t,1111e,n hook to l•.wc hcen transl.ttcd int , (,reek after 
Kini;: ,_. C h ronicles and Joh, which I 1c11dcnthal has ,hown wne tr.11 J,1ll·d about 1.~o 11.~ , ' but 
Ja~nU s aq.,!,llncnt b 111l·H: hypt1lht. ·I:-, ho\\ \"\.°f u.:.,,,.u1.1b\('. .\p.u:t rr11111 tL 1,t'\ t ri11r. "c 41rr lc:ft 
without ,Ill)' means of d-1tin~ th~· l\ddili<m~ mo•t· clos<:ly tl·~n l,ttwcc;n ,,bout IZj 1u. ;rnd 11 11. rp 

~ .i• . \ L' Tl r,1:s 1111'. 

The , \dditions ...-c not a honw~encuus whole. ,rnd aac bound to~ct 1cr hy nu t-omrnunity or 
style. This docs not p1c,cn1 them trom he ng Lhc work of one h,rnd, for ,in c,cn i•reatcr 
d is,imilarity cxi,ts bct ween the c ,rlicr .ind later ch,,ptcrs or the Houk of \\ i,dr,111 

But Lhetc 1s 110 n t!t11cc t•f ,lll) ki111! to sho\\ \\ht:1h1.•r the ,\cldttions were .,ll compa>sed at the 
same tinw. ur were ,ill intc·r,;1J,1t<:d at the s:11111. time. ,\11 that c.111 be <,\id i~ that 1hc· .\ J<litior~ 
ori,:in.itul a,n .. 11~ til t' I ;:)'J•ti.,11 11,!l, 11,t,t Jc\\> :11d 1h.1t :h,) 11 1,., ti, 11 l.ur,il" I ,,11,I,,,} 
malc1 i.tls. 

1 n view of the mort· I lchr,,iC' lone uf .\ ( · I > F 1ml their sim pl" narr tti, c style • s c u,1 rastc<l 
with tht: Greek tune .,ml sdf-con5ciuus rhcts>ric of II ,IIHI I., It i, not u1111'll ur.il to ·,icw Lh1. former as 
the ,Hittcn fornt of,, 1,,11!1ti"11 \1111,.: l..11,J\1 t ,lit I tin.ti)~ ruh,u·d 1:11,, 1l p•,, ill ,h.q"- l•} d111t ul 
frequent rep, utiun. ;incl w n.:.ml tht· l.,lt< r ,,, h.l\·111~ ,11i;,;in .. t,tl \\itll .1 ·•11~1, ·11d1\1<h111! It '• 
hardly likely that tlw agent in the two cao;c; was one and thr s.1mc. 

~r.. ( :,;11n:,;,1 •l:"s L \Tlh llrtl-:ITll'E. 

(a) 7,.cl'iJ/1 T he direct inlluc11ce .. r the \1ld1t1uns 1$ lo be ,,en III Jo;cphus, ;-/111. xi 6, ll..: 
dr,l\\s up"n .\dds. JlClil· .f.,·,1 .. 1,in;.: th,111 .? .. ,tl) .111d }<I ,111.,!,}il them iii:!, b1 ll' rr.rlni, 

,1,;lavi~h ,hpcmk11~,. lk i11tr,,ol11,, ,,, kw d,t.1:ls 111,11,11111! in th,· \dJ::i, ''' \\l•id1 "cu·c th,r hr• 
own im ulliun ,1r .:opicd f, .. 111 u11t.clli,l1111, 11t- 111 the \I...,, h, 11,.:J. I le 11, 11.., .... "" rd, 1<'111.:t· t<• th, 
l>rcam c,f :\lordn·,li 1,\dd. ,\l nr n, 11•1<",p1t11tio11 1.\dd. F1, h, .,•:, r• th,· 1i111c ": :lw ,••ll•J'lr,,cy • I 
the Cllll\H,.:h ..;;. and rcL,tt•s th,tl tlh :,;t_:1,·1t:c.· ... 11n1h:1n l by '.\lu11lt~.,i Wt.•Jl l~u.,:-t•tt _n. ,,ht-re,:;. ti~· 
Addition, ,ay tlut hc\\;isr,·\\ 11.!ul. _ J .. s1:ph11s ~11,·, th'.· 1t·,,,v111"!,_h1c,,l 111 I •thn, 1. i t..•1 ll.n1111, 
hatrc.-d of ,lunkcai. llld n .. t that ·-:''""" 111 th,· .\d.!1t11111s. II,· 111111 .. Jucc• lie\\ f1.11111c< 111to thi: 
Pr.,ycrs 111 J·.,t!11.:1 and :\lrndu.u, .,11.! 11,1 .. lhe .1,,,111111 .. r !'st 1t·r • ,1p1n·.u.111c,· ht.·forc the I.: II;! 
Simil.trl)', he dr:\"i,,l.:s f111111 till', "·'Cl lan,:11,ti,:e ••f.the ,;.,ed.; 111 tht· l{..,),,1 I d,,t,._ 

But the dcpe11d1"11i;c .,[ J,~o,plnL, 011 the· .\ddllt<•n, 1, Ill ti :,· 1111111 h•):,•ml •!••Uhl _. 
Tht ,o-c;,llcd ,erontl T.11·.:11111 gi,·..:- ,I w,y llll' It JJltHl11<11n:1 r,j th, bltrt Ill ,\cl.!111••11 r. Tia, 

T ari,:um dates from about .\, Jl. !ioo.• . . . . . 
The )'1,t)'t:r, uf :\Ion!, <,ll .u1d 1-.,thcr \\{'rc· u·cd hy J""'Jlhu, hcn-Gormn III h,, !11,t,,r~ eu1111~·,..,'t.l 

about tht: b<.:~inning of the tenth ccnturr.s . • 
Fro m 1his \\vrl.: h.ts lx:ctt bt>IIO\\Cd th,• .,hhrc, 1,1tcd 101111 "1 the :-.11m.· !''·') c,s 111 u: l,,,,/1 /:'Jtkr-r 

' Jacob, /1,1s /iu I, l stlto, p. 43· 
J.,col>, ~p. di. p. 52. 

' 1lp. ,,t. P· 53· 
( ,,ri:um Sheni on t•thtr , ,-11, . .'3• quoted by f'ullcr, 11• ~:n. 
1:,J. llrtllh,rnpl, Goth,,, 1707, "• PP• 7~-8-1. 

M9 



Tl IE ADDIT IONS T O ESTHE R 

Rn/i/,n (cent. x i, xii), and abo the Prayer of Esther in lll idras/1 Le/.:nch Tob (c. uoo). It is also 
the ~ourcc of the Prayers of Esther and l\[ ordecai \\ hich arc found in an Aramaic fragment of 
cent. xi or xii.1 This fragment, which wa~ daimcd by L angen 2 as a witness to a I lcbrcw original 
of the Additions, is now clearly recognized by I3isscll" and Fuller (p. 36~) a, being derived, th rough 
Josephus bcn-G . from the Greek Additions. Fuller quotes th e P rayer of Mordecai in t his version, 
p. 385, and that of hthcr, p .. ~91. 

({,) C/1ns//1111. '1 he Additions are occasionally mentioned in t he Fathers, but they can hardly 
be ~aid to h.t,·e exercised any inOucnce. Clement of Rome (ch. Iv) makes a reference to the Prayer 
or Esther, ,Jfiw,ru• -rl,,• 1raVTtr.U1TTr,11 3urr.t)r,,,., cp. Add. 1) 2. ir.u<o.AEfToµ.im1 T(,,, 1i«l11rwv l1T011n,1• C:>tO,,; 
while Origen writes (ml A/nm1111111 ,1): 'From the Hook of l·:sthcr neither the Prayer of Mordecai 
nor that of Esther is accepted among- the I !cbrcws; and similarly neither t he Edict of I laman for 
the destruction of the J cws nor that of l\Iordecai.' 

NC\\:rthe!ess, he held these Additions 'to be fitted to edify t he reader'. and he regarded their 
absence from the I lcbrew Canon as no rca,on for ' rejecting as spurious the copies in use in the 
Christian Churches·, or for · enjoining the Brotherhood to put away the sacred copies in use among 
them·. Reference,- to the Additions arc found in Clem. Alex. Strt1111. iv. 19; Rufin. Apo!. ii .. H; 
Aug (cf. Sab. Bibi. Sncr. Int. ,•crs. 11111.) Ct,,,,,. Episl. i1 Pe!ag, col. 428 ; /. de grat. et lib. arb., 
col. i 4 1, 

~ 7. Tlll,OLO(.\ lll 1'111·'. J\DDlT!O'\"'-. 

The theology of the Additions i, ,trictly conservative and Palcstmian in type. It stands in 
t he same category with that of Ecclesiastic\1s, ch. xxxiii (xxxvi). xiii. xliii, the Prayer of Daniel 
(Dan. ix>, and the l'rarcr of Judith (Judith ix). 

The absence of all trace of Akxa11drinc doctrine can only be ;iccountcd for on the assumption 
that the Addition,; took their rise in a pious and simple-minded stratum of orthodox Egyptian 
Judaism, or else were based on legendary material belonging to Palest ine which had nearly 
crystallized into the shape we know when it \\'as carried in an oral form to Ei;ypt. The truth 
probably lies somewhere between these alternatives. 

The points which find illu~tration in the Additions arc:-
God a:; Creator, C {; as omniscient, C 5, i6, ?.7, D 2; ~ :-,uprcme, C 2, -1, 2 ~. 30, E 16, 1 ll ; as 

the only true God, C 1 ~: a~ the God of Abraham, C 8, 29, and of Israel, C q ; as having chosen 
Israel, C 9, 16. E ! 1; as the Redeemer from Egypt, C 9; His disposing Providence, I) 8, E 16, 
F 1, 7; His readiness to hear prayer, F 6, 9; and lo help the needy in trouble, C 14, 24, 30; His 
holincs~. C 1, , His righteousness, C 18; His jealousy of I lb honour. C 7. 8, 20, 22, 28, 19; I Iis 
punishment of sin, C 17, 22, L 18; Jlis mercy and pity, C 10. 

There is no mention of the Law or of a future Jjf.,; the temple and the altar arc onlr mentioned 
metaphorically (D :zo). There is one reference to angels (D 13). 

~ 8. }311!1.10<,RAPII\. 

(11) Tbe Text 
(ii R,·produrli<•JJ.< 

\'aticanus (BJ, V. 7'. "· cod. Vi,t 1209 •• • phntofyj>. n/mll!s., 189<>. 
Alcx,rndrmus. Facsimile reproduced under the dircc1ion of l:,ir 1:.. 

3 vols. 
:'>laundc Thompson, l.ondon, 1881-1883. 

(ia) J;'dilio11s. 
Holmes and !'arsons (\\ith \'arianlS of 12 uncials and 261 cursives). V. T. C,rnt<11m ,,,,,, ,mnis leclio111~1u, Oxford, 

1798-1827. s , ob. 
O. L l'ritz>eh<', Libri Apoc,·, V. T. (;roar, Leipzig, 1871. 
Tischendorf, V. T. c;r,ua iurt,, LXX wltrjJrdts (ed. 7, Nestle), Leipzig, 1~87. 
H.B. S11ctc, 0. T. in Gnck ,1ccor,fzi1g lo lh,· Stj,f11agi11t, Cambridge, 1~91. 
J. U ~.sher, /le c;r,ut,1 !~.''(_\~ i11frrj,l'd1t111 -;,trsi,nte ~1·11!,1_;:111,1., um /i/wi I:sth,·1·,-u rdili,me Ori;/tllit.:11 ti -::~fer~ G1'ucca 

,,1/tru, London, 1655 (from cod. 93) 
0. I rritzschc, E~011P, D11p!icr111 lib,i ltr/11111 ,,d ,>f>t. {odd. ed., Zurich. 1848. 
A. Scholz, Commart,,r riber dos Buch lislher [Two (,reek text>, in parallel columns with te_,1 of Josephus.] 
I'. de Lagarde, Lib. V. T. Ca11 Pars I'rior C,nu,e, Gottingen, 1883. [T"o types of text.] 

(i; Th,· Old /.atw. 
(b) The A ncient Versions. 

P. ~abalil.!r, J:ii1/i1,r11111 S11i 1·or11111 l.d/i11,1,· l '<rJiP1us ,111/iyu,rt· seu V,·/11.J /J,1/,z d aulcrt.te ... f/"'" cum Vu~e,ata 

1 l.d. de lfossi, Sf,,,. c•,,r. !t·,11. 111,ri le.1·/111 el C/u,ltl, Est/mi.< ,rddil,111u111.,, Tub. 1783, and Jellinek, Bellr-ka­
,lfidm,I,, ,·, 1873, pp. m--8. 

1 /Jmltroi-,111011. Siu, i•e im lJuclu Esther, Frciburg. 1862. 
Apocr. 0. T. 1880, p. w~. 
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I NTRODUCT IO~ 

J.,1/111,, rt , um , •. ,., .., c;, ,v " , 111 /1111'1111/111. i , gJ..., I '.u1~, I , SI. I I llltCtl t111 C.:00.. f'"C!rl:o~. ,111t! ._ .. , ,1 \ .u ;u • ,,f 
Cod. Oratm111• (1<,,·n,l "f •h. ~I 1111cl Cr•!. J',"111.tn,u .. l 

Bcr).c:r. ~Voll, ,J d ;.rt,.,ilJ ,I, .s 11h11111,-. 11/, ,I," I., l,1M .• \',11 ~, ,1111,. 1 lt/11. u,1, 
1 

pt :!:. 1 ~n • 1-,1 1 ..a, ;: . 

(ii) Tht V11/g,1tt. 
11,cronym, opp. ed. \'.11lam, vol. ix. 

(. Cntlcnl Inquiries. 
S. J. Fr;1nkd, J/11.~r,,gr,1ft/1,1 posl111l1u1 . .. , t>/1 , .,. ,,. /,11g11,1m lh/J,41: am con 1ttltl, &r., Ldpn,:, 1830. 
l.angen,' !lie llt'ldtn gr1c,h1Schen ' l exto d .. , huCll .. l:,th,·r' (l1Jcu1gm Tiu,/, nu,,r/, 166<1, pp :u 721 
l....angcn, /)"' d,·11/,·rvl:an,,,: ..,..,~,11,~e im /J11d1.t f.1tJur, I rc1bur1!, 1862. 
l . Field, Ori,:mis /1<1,1flo11,m qu,1,• •ttf,rnuJJI, 187 S, ,ol. ,, p. 793 ff. 
W. J. Dea.no,· ·rttc I.XX ,\dds. to th, llchrc" 1rxt,' Frj>. ,if.,, Scp1 188~ 
Kaulen, l:i,1/.i/111:,1.,' {11 tla1 A. 1'., rnnur~. US<)O. 
Jacob,' IJ,,s lluch I ~!her 1Jc·1 don I.XX / /Tll' ,c 18')0, JIJI, :41 9•1 ('-cl' :uso ln,mg11r,1/d11s~•laliD1t .. ,,,. II. 

Jo1,,,J., Lid-en, 18•j0.J 
LE. T. Andn', / n A/wnf!hu ,I, , I T., J'lorcncc, 1901, 
L. n. l'nton, \ l ·Cnt ul ,\J.'I"" "' 11.c llook d Esther,' in •J 1 ,n,/ S,.,,, \'tutlu ,,, v,,,., ,,/ 11· .II. 

J /1,r}rr, \'OI. it. pp. I 5: ·, t. •· l~o. 1 r,oS. .. , , I.. H. Pawn. "I Cnll 1/ ind I· i·((rl. C,1111111 on tJ:, /'1,". I: I'/ I· ,1/u,, 
pp. 2(}-47 (in !n1crn. l rtl Lomm., l dinbur~h. l<jO.q,I 

1-1 B. ~\\Cll·, / 1 ,t· . ., "· /~ 111, 11 C.-1mbnd.:;c, 190::. 

/, 1 Chief Edition· of the Addition&. 

Frifzc.r.he. A"lfl .. 'P~/<115/t'J n-,1rdih II di doz Afol.-ryplu11,l~1 11 I ,·11t 11 pp. 67 1o$, l.c1pu;.; 18;1. 
lli,;sdl. Ti1t ,·lf!o,r ,f ti,,• ! '· /', :-.~" \'urk, 1•00. 
J. M. Fullc,, m Sf ul:,r s ( 1111J1, 11t,11y, ' \pocry1,h,1 vu!. 1, pp. 361 40l icJ. \\ 0, I.one.. n l" k 
Ball 7 /,~ J. "let . . r /)ml. ,.,, .. in. 11. / .. ,oh ,if tlu I J, '/'., L;indon, 1~02. 
Sch~lz

1 
( ,,nwh nh,r If 1 ,l,1, /•11, /1 Fstlt,r mil 1011,n Zu ~,1:rn, tYr;-2. 

\ Ry,,el in Kaut,sch I,, .lj>~A·t)·fl,, 11 ,md I' m,f,-p(~r,rfn· ,, d.s ,1. r., ,. I ,, l'P· 1<13-212, T bingen, 1 "'°· 
G. J.,hn. /J,u /;:,,I, I· 1/u ,, .. ,1, d,·r / .. \.\ lrrr;;,· I, Ill, l cidc"I 1<)01 
J\, \\. Strc.in~, /,',,1)1' ,,11-,,1,.,, C3mt..ml,:, 1r,07 
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THE ADDITIONS TO ESTH ER 
ADDITIO~ A. 

The Dream of .1/ordecai. 

, (xi) ( 2) In the second year of the reign of Artaxerxes the great king, on the fir~t day of Xis;r, Mardocheus 
the son of Jairus, the son of Scmcias, the son of Kiseus, of the tribe of Benjamin, saw a dream. 

(3) 3(4 l Jle r,·as ,l Jew, dwelling 111 the city of Su,a, a great man, scrvin~ in the king's court ; and he was 
of the capt,dty, which :\abuchot!unosor the kini-! of Babylon carried from Jeru,akm with Jcchonias, 
the king of J udam. 

4 (5) And thi~ ;m, his dream; and behold noise and tumult, thunderings and earthquake, confu~iun 
upon the earth. 

5 (6) • \nd. behold, t\\'O great dragons came forth, both of them ready to fight, and their cry was great. 
6 ( 7) And at their cry C'liery nation made itself ready for war, to make war upon a nation of righteous men. 
, (81 And behold a <la}' of d.1rlrncss and of gloom ; tribulation and anguish; affliction and gn:.lt con-

fu:,ion upon the eanh. 
~ (9) .. \nd the whole righteous nation was troubled, fc.1.ring the evils that threatened them, and they 

made ready to perish 

.\ Dl>ITIOX \ , ,,.,,, t 1 1. Tl,r Drr,1111 ,,J J/onf,·,·ai, ,\ddi1ion A consists of 17 '<' ,,., and in the LXX is placed at the 
be~nnini; of the c.inonJcal Book. These ,., •. arc nurnbcred in \'ulg. xi. 2-xii. 6. lly an easily explained process uf 
in-.,ersion, 1l follows Adtl. F in \'ul;., I\ hich thus place, the ,ntcrprctation of the dream before the dreani itself. 

In \'ul;:-. thi, .\de\. 1s separated trom Lsthcr x,. 1 by the follow ing note: 'Hoc quoquc principium crat in editione 
\lulg.lla. quod nee in II cbraeo, nee .,pud ullum femur mterpretum.' Josephus sho"s no acquaintance with any pan of 
1h1s Addition. 

1. In the second year. There 1~ a discrepancy be-tween the dates as ghcn in canon. I:sthrr nnd m the Addition,. 
In l sthcr i. 3 the kin;,'s fc,1>t occurs in the third >car of his reign, and in l.srhcr ii. 16, 19 J,;,thcr entered the pal.ice 

and :'llordcc,1i sat at th,• gait in the ,e\'Cnth. But here the dream is seen in the second year. Rysscl ( Kaut,sch. 
p. 193) rnakc, an c!.,bor.ne ntttmpt to 1cconc1lc the d,~cord.mt d.,rcs, but it is betltr to acknowledge the difficulty than 
to try to txpL1in it ,rnay. 

A r taxerxes. For the identity of this king "ith Xerxes I (466-465 B,l:.) .,ee Paton, Esl1irr, lntr., § :2. In canon. 
E,thcr LXX renders ,\hasucrus l,y .\rt.ucrxes, but Persian monuments make 1t pl,un th.u Aha,ucru, represem, 
A'/,s/1t1y,1n/1,1, thc Persian forni of the name Xerxes. Unci.il tcxts of the Adds. J;l\C A,t,n r,1.s, though some of the 
l~lter Lucmmc rccens1ons c0rrcct to As.tua'us. 

the great king, the cu,tom.iry title of the Persian king. Cf. Isa. xnvi. 4, 13. So Add. II 1, E 1, though > 
fiaicn~H•>f' N A. 

first da)' of Nisa. Vulg Ni,,,,,, the llcb. form of the Dab. ,\'is,11111lf, wh1cb after the exile r<·placcd the old lsr. 
n:.mc Abib. 1 his month wrresponds to \l.uch· April. Lucianic texts gl\'e the name according to \laccdonian 
rc~komng. 'Adar-:S 1s:tn1 which i, IJystrus Xanthicus. 

l'tlardocheus, the c;r. form of :'llordcc:u. His gencalo.:y is borro"ed from canon. Esther ii. 5,. Shimci and Kish 
arc doubtless not hi, ;:randfathcr and gre:tt•i:r.mdfathcr, but remote ancestor, belonging to the tribe of Benjrunrn. 
}"or Shimci cf. 2 S.i.m. "' 1. 5 ff, anti for Kish, I.it her oi Saul. cf. 1 Sani. ,, 1. xi\. 51. See Paton, 1:.·,1. p. 167. 

or the tribe of Benjamin. lllordccai was thu,, a, a member of the family of Saul, the hcrechta11 enemy of 
Haman, who was of the house of A;:a,, whom Saul destro)ed (1 Sam. n). 

z. a Jew. \lordeca1, though a BenJnmne, may be classed ns a Jew, because dunng the exile men of a ll tribes came 
to be known as Judacans. .\fter th, fall of Israel, Judah hat! gi,,cn its name to the nauon. 

city of Susa. Une of the 1hrcl capi1als of the Persian empire, on the ri,er Choospes, which separated the city o( 
Susa lrom the fortress of 5usa. 

serving, sec Esther ii. 19, \·i. 10. Yul&.• inttr primos aulae regiae '. 
3, of the capbvlly, cf. l:.sthcr 11. 6; 2 Kmgs xx,v. 15. I le "as not himseU a captive, but was sprung Crom an 

ex iltd fa mil)'. 
Jc• hernias ljehoiachinl \la, carried away ,n r:.c. 5¢, and therefore it 1, a chronoloK1c.il i111poss1biht)' for l\lordcc:11 

to hnve been himself one o( those deported from Judaea. 
~, bis dream. For the interpretation sec Add. l. 

noise and tumult. q>.i,,a., Oopu,Jo,, A. 
confusion. «oi rUpaJnf N ··• A. 

5. came forth. rr1x><riJ~80, A. 
their cry. tyftxJvro a.W6>., <j,wtJOi µ<~a, A. 

6 made itself ready. For a similar concourse cf Joel iii. 2, Zech. xiv. 2. 
righteous men. ,\ comcntion.ll epithet for the people of <,od, cf. \\'isd. x. 15, 'A holy people and a blameless 

~~cd,' and x,·ii. 2. The enemies or Israel were similarly &cr,/j,ir, ,i,,01,uu. 
7. gloom. Vulg. tfi«ri111i11is. For the idea c.f. Joel ii. 2; ;\latt. xx;v, :9. 
8. that threatened them, C,r. Ta lavr•w coca. 



TIIE ;\ J>DJ TIONS TO ESTIIT'R. 

•1 (10) 1\nd tlll')' ,ried 1111111 C,)J , ;111d (1001 their U)', ,1s it \\ere .. ,, •• , II 
t · 

1 
111., ~11,11.,. tl,c:ic cnine u

1
·1 

.i i:r,·;1 1111:1, 1',t'II 111ui: 1 11 .ttn, 
10 (11) /\ li~hl and the sun .'use, 1111<1 ~ll<' h111nbl,, 11t·1c ,·x.tltc,I llnd n,n,urncd th. s;lvrlv •· 
11 (1 ·) /\1~,~ :\l:ir~lvcl~~u,, ha\'111;.: SC(·n th1,d1<.1111 ,md ,J•.v,, .. { \\l,.,1 1;<.>(1 lr.ul cktc•n11 nei, ttJ \Iv. ,t\uikc 

an1L 1-q>l ll 111 h1, hca1 t, anJ ,oui,:ht I,}' .di lll<'alh 1 .. u1ulc1st.111d 11 until I h« 111.,ht 

.J/,.,-,f,.c,1i dis,c,·t"rt the f/111 t'/ th, t;,·o ,·1u111r/11. 

12' xii)• •) 1\11<1 ,\l:11d,,d1~"" touk hi, 1<~l. ,1 "·" 111, <:u 10111, 111 1h, L•,urt \\1th,, l,;.th.1 ,1111! 'I I 1rr 11, thr. l\\1,1 
eunuchs of the ~II)!,:' ,\ho kept thl' court . 

'.l (:t . ,\nd. l,1,c hc.11·'.1 thu,_ « 11111111111i11 ,, 111,I •1.,rdwd 11111 the:• .'"1111"' I .,nd lu,n<d tl,u: :he,• \\Cl 
• p1epa1111,.. l11 l.1) h.111(1~ 1q><•n ;\11,,~,·"<'S th,· 1-m:: i111d he 111 IL•1111«l 1h~ I •ni: ,tine 11111 lhc:111, 

1 ~ (.,) , \ml th, k111;: t·~ 11111111 d llil' l 11" •·111111t I,, ,11111 1111-r, ,,nf,•, t·, I tht1, 111:,1111,,11 ,,.,. l , er '~I r,uth 
II 

I 
executed. ' ' 

15 (.n .. \nd th,: king \\llHc· tht M' tliin~ .. 1111 ., JJILlllCH .d, .uul )l.udt.t\.J•C"t1" \\rr-,t(• c.: ,i1t1..nuu~ 1h J 
16 (5) _.\nd tla kin;; ch.11,..:,d :'llarcl .. h,·11, t,; ~i.:1\1 i11 1111 c 1111 ,,ml,"• J , 111 ,, l• 121 1 ,

1
,,_'.: ,:t:;:~ 

things. 

•i (6 ) , \1!<l ll.11;1,111 , th,· ,,.11,.( ll.1111.,d.11!,11. a t ll11.;:u·,111 f "·'' i11 l•o11 .. u1 11 the l.11., 1,.,h1, ,uil •oui,lll 
to h, Inf: evil 11po11 \lardochcus and hi, people hccau,e uf till' two eunuch, of ti,: 1,. 111,:. 

~, cried unto God l'lw l!alllc r,f, ,<>:) 1s not prts1 nt ,., "'Hlllf' I her I ht.: A. ,, u '1S fft.:r, tr 
tin , rnpc, t. 'I ,mt ~ncl · Lord' n11f1C,1r· ,\ f, rt~ -111 .. 11, " • 

fron, their cry. )li11J,:ltd, 1 t:., ,, th II ur h: us. 
10 hght nnd the sun. I· ur 1hc~e ,,, p,c ,, ot • 1ppmess er.\\, I., b. 

the humble n .... ( )Id L,t. !1.ts /111,,,,l, 1 Ul I u.1.1111L ~tss. h,n< ... ,,.,,. ..... b)' a np)'ISl's c~or. 
the glorious l he adJ. h plu,,,t, but JI . ., in ,s •pee, ,li)' 1~ ud11 of ( r \ 17 II, ,n .. 

the kln},/S "lo l'. ht. 1 

con1rni 1n 

ho~ u· an 

1 t having ~ccn. ;'".,,.,11:<.•~ N A. 
had determined :j,1t..l,u ,nu \ 
kept it. l r I ukt ,i. 1,,. 
until the night. > \ ulg ') here 1s nothm1,. Ill tht. Add .. to \t.1:J,:l' th t the c ns, 1r.lCV ,f lhf' l -:,,11 L id not 

follow 1111111 ,tlJ.lt,·1)· upo: tl1l: drt:-1111 o( \h,rdcc,1 .• H .. t C,l 11 .. I ,1 er J~lacc: t I furr.: rm the C\cr. h )t r, f ht L:.ir. ,, 
r~11:"1, rt,c I. ; , tu o:n<k 1rnur t I h,mnnm c 1111 , nunrs Ii}· a.id : • ' \ml \ 1 rm1, r , I • orn ~- :t\, 
pom1crcd ,,li.,t tin: tlrt,u11 m1gh 1 bl', ,ind tlrcun w •~ huldt.:. m ,. lu:..ir ,.1, , C\Ct)' u rtur. .v r " < r hint,: 
it out, until th<. d,l)' n ,d1td1 'I.• l11t ~ tla; kmg·s Cf,ur,.' 

,\J1n1rro:\ .\, • . 1:: 1;. J/ nu-.11,I,, ,,1//1·f, 1,,,11,,1· r111111 ks. lh,, p1cu.· (cl F, "'r 
form, f',Hl nf \,, l. ,\ 1, <>matt, l 1 )' L•ld I, l J11,cp~u dcp1·nd , n L:\ '\ I, r h c un. of 1!1 u1 

I:?: as wns his cu~ton1. ~11 ,,,, .... N .... \h,1dl'.C l ~, lft.:Ull\".'tl 10cc \,ere r hL le Cf .. th, r 11 :1 
Ga.bntha. Tlic JUllH.•s ol tit· ,·uttJcl1 ah. Lorr,n,ct l om I her 11. 21 1 \I ~. t ,11,.;.l1 tJ ,.. n c ,;n:en y 

l."\\'.onlr1n N'"UI ' rur,, "''"··'Hi~t 1n,I l!ll,,na,llt:.h.J\"ulb h., ,1.11,:-h.1', r, Joi lt.1utJw, 
Tharrn ('It rt. h, Ill l,r. ,. 1101, 1 N •, 1 tuµ,,m ~· •11, 1 1, I, NJ1-ro1 Jo , ''J fl, ni \ ul• 

13 counsds. 1,1 ·1,rJ. c mrc mm!! thl' 'Sul c s or._ ._,e plo1. 
inrormcd Ute.: ktnt; In l· ,her u . .:2 h rUornu J I ,tiu 
concerning them. ,\11ft1 u> \'ulci 

l4- led forth to 1, • h.:ts tll~ t·unnu~ ,i,r, )'\p,,.,,w (.,,,, •h,111• !,ti; · m ... u du 1, ~ mu 1 111 \ ul~ 
15. for a memorial In lhc b,.,l; ,i l ·c crron: I,, ol lhc I; l):§ t.f ~!(, a •• n l'tr 11 ~ her, :, 
16. charged Mardoch,eu~ t o ~rve. Jr «.,mu..., I· •t1tcr nn rcconprnsc I mo.1 If :\I ,rdt I Ila c!c=-d , 

<·mbalmc.:.l ,lt1'f for·~o ,. i 1 ·ht.:• ruy.,l chr ,n dc!I, lf. J· tlicr 11. ::3, \J. •, 1, In ,he \1 l Jr ", U 1en1ce m he 
kinr(s court, ,l &Jth .1n t. n 11t frc-m ,l rn, It ly lt kr.ttt 1 pre cnct th, rt 

in respect of thc~c tl'ung~. r.,,,. Tmnr.w, 1.c. nut on ,ICt. um uf 1hc c:unuc, tut r1:turn for~ ,tc ~m.C'rt:d 
t p,o ,f,/,,1t011,, \'uli 

17. Aod Haman I ii1olt.H) 1 st,· hem llll1{ 1:11 •• c.;ub)·,md. 1hrmcn11.:noflltunanf,!1on~tnthc ~ d~. 
iinmediatcl)· 1'" the dJsl·u,cry 1,! 1t,1 pk1t .,od sm:gt.sts th.al th:! .,:ru, l;C' OOrnc by H ·1n ("h~ " s .ilrc .... ,. h1,: 
favour / ag,tin t \lu:dtc.11 ·,\115 n o;,ora: \\.J~ <l·J1· lo the :,c.tion \\h1"'h M had 1.1kt • ,..d \\luch had i: .. li to their dca1h. 
Canon. E!.tht, iii. 1, on 1h, othl'r I! 111d, stc1t t 1h.1! • 1f l r Lne ~ t "' •s' the kmc C''<J.hccl 11,. 1:an .i tl-ou,.:h 11 rC'ctn'~ 
credit for the di$co,cr) uf 111<: plot. f1.1Upl (/'"•1111, p. 171 ,u,a;, to lhat ·,stud ui 1cli1ni; the 'l"~n l !her t ::1 
~1. t,.,d r~waled th~ plot tu tl.1111.,n, who h.,d 1.,kt-11 <o i' msd( 11,c crcdll cl '""C the k ng T~ \IOCl exptam the 
,1Ch-ancr.ment of li am,10, ancl :\t 's rdu ~I 11, b1J\\ bdurl' Jum. hut ll.1upt,. sug t"Stu~n 15 too \ub11c- th<' ruton as 
p,obabl)• tu be found in 11.'s ;c.ilou,~ ui ., .Jcce .. (ul undcrhni;. "ho,c 11i;d.rncc nught one c ) be dircc cd a;::ur:.! 
him,clf 

a 18ugnean•. L'ndoub1cdly a corrJpt rc"ding, 1hough (01:n:1 ;also ,n 1.,1hcr 111. I and n .. 10 LXX 
,,·halcv('r the 1 ;mhct :r1M) 111nm, 11 .... ,.u1,"'°,! II• 111 llit.: r \, 1t:;1.J, 1u ... 1 r f-. 1,111 1 . 1 11, ·;:~-._ , .. ~ ',,u~ 

cral <le ~tlrpt: A.t,.:ai,: 'I, whid1 ptomptctl ll!i a:-r-,,l 11t1 ·uit. 111tn111.!1tLt111n mtu :J., 10 l \ \, It I:, qt,uc:""a, th+\! tht I. \.:X 
n:r,ion of l-:til ht·1 iii. 1 \\ .1~ t•.ullt.",r th..111 :he 1,,,mpttll-lt~ n ••I Jan) , .1 tht" ,\,1Ju1oh ... net th1·1durt' 1tt,1 ~' tf;d ~ 
01i;.:i11atc ,dth tlit·lr .rntl1ur. It :.l11,1d, I l,c n,1tt~ .. th.11 in I ,th1 r I\ ~-.l t>.r: llt·b. h ,t b ,, .. m I chcr th ... 11 ~,: la lhcJ«: 
rt:n<lcn·d by I.XX,:; .'\J,,1.t1i.:t,· (\ 0 ul.;:. '-.urpa:') A.~i~·,. tltl!<I r,·n1.111n,: 1 ... t..,..,ron.~,I L, ·ht.•authOr •l, \di. .. lOn f (v._i:,p. 

\\'hat tht·n dot·~ 11,.,.)'.,•tn mc.111? Is tl u f.d1"Jt' tr.tn!lht, 1.1&1on lur "~ •• ,t ,b..__.u .. t ha,c 1....,""cn \;.i;,,e-s- (CJt. 1.,. .. • 
~3 a). or ha~ It a mt-anin~ nf its on"·? . , . • . • 

fhc ch 110 1t..1:.rn1alJ!l' ~h.1Unc.l h,r H t:nllf)m.: tlic \\nr,1\,u111l1c Homc.:rh.; J11llt. "" bJ1.,,._,.. ttl II~ I&. Sl..;t I LA~1 
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/\ DDIT ION H. 

The letter rf A1·la.r:enes. 
1 (xiii)t , ) l\ ow the copr of the letter is as follo,1 s. l he .:real kin:,: t\1 taxerxcs ,1riteth these t hings to the 

princes of one hum.Ired and twenty-seven provinces from India to Ethiopia, and to the subordinate 
governors. 

2 (z) 11,,,·in:,: become lord of many nations and .ttlaincd dominion O\'er the whole world, not n.1 though 
I ,1111 cl.1ted with the presumption of power, but as one who ever rule my life with moderation and 
m1klncss, l dl·,irc tn e,tablbh the lives of my ~ubjecls in a lasting tra111.1uillity, and, making mr 
kingdnm pe;ice.:tble and safe.: for p;iss,,ge to its jlfrl/ir.,I bounds, to restore that peace which is desired 
of all men. 

J (.ll But h.,1 in,.: mack inquirr of my advisers how this mii,:ht l,e brought to pass, llaman. who excels 
in prudence amm1;.: us, and is approved for his unswerving goodwill and firm faithfulncs, and is 

4 (4) cxaltc·d to the ,ecoml pl .. ,e in the kin:,:dom, has ~hown us that ,1mong all the nations in the world 
tlwrt· is sc.1tkred a cert am cvillr disposed people, "hich sets itself in opposition to every nation br 
it, law,, ,rnd \\h,ch habitually neglects the ordiuanccs of the kings. so that the consolidation of the 
kini::c!om honounbly intended by u, cannot be brought about. 

r, (.; l I l.1\ ing understood thuefure I hat this mnion sta11ds ,ilonc in opposition lo all men continually, 

11 be re;:.irdcd ~, ~ <,recIZed form of U.,~oils /Judith xii. 11 ). lt, pr< senc-c hc1c is due to" u1isu\w which first occurred 
1n L_sthc.:r iii .. •, <·Hhcr in thl ori~inal tran:-ol:tl·ratlon frt>m the Hebrcw1 or in :;ub~qucnt .\IS. trnn-.cr1pt1on. \\'ha, was 
onginalt) ,L piece ot lnildH:rtcncc ,,:1s cominm.:d into .m error by a COJl)'ISt who did nol ~cc m the cxprc!i.~111n a reference 
to the prcdcst111ed ,ml1p.Hhy bc\wccn )!or<.lcc.11 of the f.unil>· of Saul, ,rnd ltaman of the famil>• of Ag.1g (ti. 1 ,;am. H), 
Amalek ""' lsr.,el', mo,1 .mc1ent encm), , . .,)";,,, of93a and \1a«awv \f.stlwr ,,. 24 LXXJ bring out the 1dta beuer 
th.in lk>l")'11w1, c, u1 if 1ncorrcctl)·. 

For Haman, the son of Hamada.thus, sec P"ton. Est. p. 69. 
because of t he t, ... ·o eunuchs. l.uc. tc,ts ha\'C i.'ff'f1> rol A.fAr1A11,civm oiTU11 ,.~ ,'1mn>..ti "')J« Tei>.., tl.£,,;,w., b1~n 

1ill'•jp(8'}fTUII. 

Au1,1no~ H. 711, I . ((,·r ,,f .lr/,zu1xcs. \dd11ion !l (xiii. I 7) is precede,! in\ ulK, by \d<.I. \, Lcing sep.u.,i.,d 
from 1t by 1hc lolloMng note: 'I lucusqu~ pr<)()('m1um. Quac ,cquuntul', an co loco posiL1 cr:1nt ubi scnptum est m 
uoluminl· El ,brf/)11~11111/ bm1,1, ,ul JttOsl,111/i,H ,·0,-11111, qnac in ~ola \ ul~.,rJ. ~d1t1one rcpcrnnu~. l:.phl<1/,u 1r11Jru: 
I, ,, 4 •• • 

Tht· place of ,\dd. B in LX, " bct\\ccn l.s(her ii,. 13 .,nd E ,th.~r iii. 14. Josephu, (A'111. xi. 6. 6) has made 
copious use of alu, Add. 

Its Greek pro,enancc 1s betr.\)·ed b) 1b 1urf;i<l style," hich is altogether foreign to other l'cr,ian c!ecrces lo be 
found in the B1blc I Fua 1. 2-4 iv. t, ·OZ, , 1. 3 l ~. \'Ii. 11-26). '!'he same tr,,it appears m Add. I·, both thc,c rc,cripts 
bein~ of Gracco-Eri)' pu;rn compo!,1t1on. 

1. The great king, cf. \. 1. <.:t the mscnpuun on the ruek of Behistun, 'the ~rcat kin;;, the kin!: of km);,.' 
one hundred and t\\enty-seven provinces. I ha, numb,·, 1s dr.111n frnrn l.,thcr i. 1, ,iii. 9, ,1n<l may 1eason.11.JI)' 

he fC't,!ardctl as symLolu and mdicating (1::? x JO -t 7) the uni\crsal dominion of Xerxes. 
If. on the other hand, II 1s trc,1tcd :,s h1,toric.,t, \\C arc remmdcd oi l),rn. vi. 1, which tells bow U.irius appointed 

s:itraps over I zo pro .. ·inccs, and the su~g-esnon 1~ th~"ll the king<~Om of Xerxes was i;realer c,·cn than that of Uanus. 
According 10 Herodotu:, 1111. 89) there llt:rc onl)· 1111·nt)' Mtr.1p1es in the kingdom of Damas, or, attordmg to his O\\n 
tn:»cri1,>t1un-... l\\tlll)'· 111111,.:: hence, p, 0;·111tt·s t I lcbr. m, di11a/1) ,,uuhl refer lU :,ul,<l1,•1::>10ns of s.1tr~tµie!) ..:orn:~pun<lm~. 10 
racial groupings. Palon, Eil. p. 1241 mt'ntions tlut in Ezra ii. 1 the 'pro,·incc' me.ins no more than Judact.t, which 
II', only" part of the ~rcat 5"\f"J.PY of Trans-t:uphriltes (!S)•ria, l'hoenic1a, .ind C)·prust. 

I ndia. :O.:ot modem India, but 11s north•\\tSl pon,on "hich is \\,tlercd u)' the Indus. For the conque,t of India 
h)· l),1nu, see lldt. rn. 94-1o6. 

Ethiopia. Th" modtrn :-.ub1a. lhh. iii. 9; relates the subJCClion of I:lbwp1,1 by Camb)'SC< 
India to Ethiopia 1s borro\\cd from Esther i. 1, v111. 9 L.\X (cf. !Jan. 111. 1 LXX), the fom1er rcprescntini,: llebr. 

u:.1,1,; and the latter nghtly Kus/,. 
2. I desire, lit. / daired, in the cpi>tolury m.,nn<:r. 

and, making . . furthest bounds. > \'ulg. There is a ,tight ilnacoluthon herr, which is remo,cd 1f for 
rrnp,~i.,JU.,oS we n.•.td ,ru,matru. 

peaceable. l or ,iµ<fl<'•, ti1. to1111,, i.e. through building cities and roads, \ and many cur,,h·es read ~p,µuv. 
3. my advisers Cf. E,1bcr 1. 13-15. 

among u5, 1.l. ·lt our court. 
unswerving. Rc.,,dini; with Cumplu\. urrnpMX,;""':' for -w, ll N \ . 
second place in the k ingdom, 1.c. 11c,1 .,f1cr 1hc king. l f. l>an. ,-. 7. Hut H,m,an as not nam~d .unong I he 

<:C\un·,cll, r:, ol l11c kin~ in l-...1thcr 1. 1-1. There u somcthin~ to be soud for Fntz~ch~'s ,jau,>..uwv N: U mste;.ld of ~\\ete's 
;'imr,>..,u.,•. Tiu.· l;ntcr 1s what we should e~pcc t. but 111 Lsthcr 1. 10 LX X Ham.in Ii c.:allcd one _uf the .SC\'Cn eunuch:, 
tlut mmt~·!t:n·d to th,· kin1:;. llowcH.:r, · 1hc -.<:~oncl pl:1.cc ,n the pal.tee is a comparatively infcnor posiuon. 

4. evilly-disposed feople. Cf. Jos. A11/. xi. 6. S; Esther iii. 8. 
in opposition. ti11Ti8noa, ll, (W,IT£rt1'r.'o., ~ A. 
onlioanccs. r.-,,01TUy~Ta ll, 1'1aTuyµ.ttTo nab (-'•o· u\ er an erasure) NA. 
be brought about w~n~,9«1801. Friuscl1e's <aSiarac,/101 ,. hardly nec~<;ary. 

;. in oppo91t;on. ;. ,;rnn~1,a)""')~, ,l nnln.ur 111c1.11ihor, lit. lie, i11 ltwt1k j,1r111,1liM 11g11i1Jst. Cf. 1 ~face. 1iii. lo. 
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ob,crdn~ 1wrrcr~1:lr an alien 111an11cr ot life an ll'~JICCl of 11~ l.n,» .. ,111 bL'III,! 11 •• 1ftdtt:d l<l\\·:,td, u111 

/, (<>) govnnmrnl, work 1111: :ill the d.un.1-.:c i1 ,·;111 tha1 our l. 111;:<10111 111.,y nul ~,tt:i111 to M('Cunty, "" 11,1\'C" 
tkcrcc<l ,u:co1tlingl>• that thcr th.it ,m· i11dic,1tcd tel you in the letters ,,f H;1111lln, \\ h<, ,.., oc:l ""'-" ,,u-, 
:iff:dr, :utd is our sc,·ond fatlH:1, I><· all ,lith "i,cs ,<1><l childtt·n cl1·•t1•1)•'d ,,...,.1 ,11111 l,r.111'11 b1 th, 
sword uf thl'ir cnc.·111ici without piir or mc·rq•, on the t r.,urtt"cntht ,/,~1· of the l\\C lfth month ,\d II in 

; (7\ the prcs1.:~l year; th;it the}' wh" in cl.,y, JMSl ;ind,,.,.,, 111)\\' :ire 111,d1ci11u, 111.,y in ,,iw d.1r g11 dowu 
11olcotly mlu ll.1dc,, und 111.iy hcncl'fo11h lc,I\C u111 ,1.,1,· se, 111c o11aJ un1h1,:itcm:d. 

ADl>ITIO'\ C. 

TIii' l'r11_1·r, .,f .l{()rd, mi. 

1 (~i,i)\,.;) Ami Alar,1,1d1,·11.,· lx.:.sr111:~ht th,· l.urd, c.:.111111;: l" 1c111e111l>1o111cc ,di th<.' \\(11k• ,,f the (.,;r(), ,,11.J ,...j.J 
2 (11 'Lord. Lord. King Lh.1t rulc·st ll\'CI .,II. f .. r Ill lhr I''''"" i, lhL' \\h•1l1· \\flrld, ;111d thn,· j, l)ntl( th.IL 

.l ( 10) ~ ainsaycth Thee II h~n Thc,11 wdlt',t tu ,.1,·c f,iad: lr,r Thull tlid,t 111.,~c hc·a,·1·11 1111d c,ulh illld 
i (1 11 <!\Cr)' wondrous thin;.: bcne,llh the hca1, n . .ind Thnu :11 t f ,t,rd ,,fall, ;uul thc1c i, not ,•11,· 1111t ,le di 

re~ist Thcc-, the· Lord. 
:i ( 1,) 'Thou kn,l\\c.,,t ,di thin~,; Th"u l,n,,wL'sl. Lord, th;tt it w.1, not in :11,olr.:nt,• ,., in l'•ic!C' "I i1 

vainblory that I did this, 1-, H"il, lhat I diJ ntit bow blforc proud I laman. 

observlng perversely. ·u,,.,:'\.\oO'a•o·,1>)' .1 so!t•Cl ,\le use. This t-t'Cll• ''J n :ikc l,11(11,craa,, 0:tupcrtluous, • ccon!·-,;:I) 
l ritzsche ,Uj ;t.: r ,r,11, •• 4.p,·X,1,,.an,·. lH,t Jo!. suppc:1tts the 1cxt. ffa,>-,A>.n!o NC \. 

manner . la,vs, 1.c. thr Mos.,i!': J.n, .,;µw,, is \Cry loostly jo1n<d t, ia)'IIJ)'"· 
that our kingdont. "L·1T1A,i1• ..ro.:,, u.11 "J'Or. I omll •u1 which ~.1 r I m through d1ttobf'.aphy. N' pornts 1n 

this d1rc.:r.tion. 
ti. n.ccord1ngly > t>t.11 ~ "· 

set over our affo.irs \ '· ren,:cr~ 1 ,iui umni!Jus proumcus prarpolllU:s t'SI, rt -..ccundus 3 rc~6t" •. (. f. Dan 
\. 7. 

our second father. \ 111~. h,,s 'qucm palllS loco colunus , ( f. ,\dd. L 11. I he express on ,eOcc!s th Lant¢• 
r"',:ard for Ham.10 ( f bther 1·1 11 l r.,tllf'r th,tn ll unar s ,ohrnudc for tl1e 111•1fare uf ?he kin1; Cf. 1 ~13.c 11. 32, 
' lJcmt•triu .... the kin,.; to LLsthtnc. 111 latht:r, bn·<-tmg: 

be destroyed. a~o>-tt,nl B ~ \, tl1,111/11r \ ul~ In Stnnl' \\3)'5 ,;,,.,,).;'1t1,11 \\OUld be $10nothcr, ns the ... .!JJC:C't 

nf ,ir.o>.i,rtu i!'t not named. 
sword of their enemLes. t'P."'1 ,-iu\u,\ ~, c,n hardl)· be intcnumu1 
on the •fourteen th dny. ·111,s ,hnuld no doubt I>,• 11ti,1unllr; cf. l.sthcr 111. 13. vii 1:, ix 1, I' :o. The 

error is due to:-.. conlu 10n bct"cen the da)" hxcd f,iJr the ma· .,.,,ere anJ th,c cl.1) rixcd for the com me· ut:"'11\t' fostn·al: 
rf. L sther 1x. t(, 1,1 ;\o n·ry t:ful .,ttt: 1pt \\,U oni:10J.1ly m.tde to roe:mo,c d1scrc1,anciC"S bt.:t~t'cn th(' canoe 11 
hook anrf the Addu,ons. 

Adnr. l.u,·. texts h,11c h,• V ,,·edonian • l>)'Slrt • 
7. our stnte. ,,.,Ki)J,Jlf't1 I ~ ri.,htl)', but A, rcc-allinlo: i. 41 has •,-1(,trTll)'#,Htr•• Aftu "t'• O)d l...it. h•s Id. l:. ::,i 

~ qm nutcm cclebr.m..:ril ~cmt lud;1e •rulll inhab1tabil1i r.on solum rnter hum•ncs ~cd nee 1n1cr il.\t:S t el 1gm sa.ncto 
cumburctu et ,ul,.,tanti.\ t m r• num confcretur \ ,ih.:.' 

Ao1,11ws C Tire P,,,.,o 4 If 11!~, ,;, ,,. 1-11. Add. L follo,,s I tlhcr a.. 1; in I.X'\, nnd i1nme 
cliatel) p1c<e<lcs .\dd. [J, In \ ulg II i, numh..rc,t x11i. 8 XI\ I'), h 1s ap.11,,1cd I om ,11,. 7, »h1ch lornu the 
conclusion of ,\dd. B. hy the follow ml! \,orJs: • Hucusque cxcm,1l.1r t'flJ5otoJ 1c. Cluac ~,,uunt_r, pu • re ...... locu1r 
~cript:t repcri, ubi lel:llur: /',1,;,·111y11t i~l,ud,· lt.uut J,·a/ ,,u:11111 9u,u ti 111n11d,t ""' J • ..rtl,,,. !\cc t men habcntur 1n 
lh:braico. ct .~pud nullum Jn:n1tus lcruntur intL·rprctum' 

Josephus ma\..~s free use of ,\dd. C ,n ,Int."· 6. ~-
1. N"' \ read \Jo,.rn'(fJ((H t'a,,1~'1-
: . Lord. Lord. ttl1Hf' O, rtl•pu A. 

for in Thy powe r. This d.1use introduced by ,:11 cstahlishcs the assertion of the I>" ~• ~ovcrt1g111y. 
tbe whole world. r 1,r ~;, l'f0,, //,e 11111':.!"s,-, cf. Sir ~Iii. 17. \.Jiu. 27, and Pl,1t. '/11n .. :8 L, Cr .11.-. 36 1-.. I lca.,·cn 

and t:trth are ~pcc11ie<l in next • as the dud, on,111urn1s ,,r •u """· Lf. Isa. xi, 1& 
that gainsayelh Thee. l· 11r ,,..,.,.'4jtu•, ,, l.1tc 1,r. "°'•'· d u, T1tfj.d1•A~•• • \\ htl. ,11. t-' • ~ c11hu L:.mh n11, I) 1.1n' 

:.hall be able to 1,ains:1y The• in Th)• puni~hmcnts.' 
when Thou will est. i11 To., t'«'Au1 si dr",r~uot"s \'ull,;", 

4 And Tbo1L > "'" \. · 
shall re&ist. Lf. \\ i-,ll x11. 1 !, •\\ho ~h.,tl s,.1y •· \\ lloll h., ... t Thou J,Jne : •· pr "ho :-h.,11 rcsbt Thy Jud.;c1tJcnl. · 

S· that it was ... Haman. > 01<1 l at. 
not in insolence. ,1 .. rc.kc.u tl1 I.um .. ,tn)• pt'I:Jt•ttd preJ1.ui l"ct .,t,:a1n~t ILuu.rn .ts 1111• n:.,son fur lih, rc:fu,.,I. ar.1 

rn ;•. 7 (>Ub fvn,;,rd ;i n:.,.Mln ..... ,,·,uu1nc: jt.(11111;.;1)· ,,1 lhc 111m!uil 1o, ru1u1lo .. uy ,,f lat,·• Jmlnl:.-..lll, ,\11~ rGt~Q "hah u,,ul 
ha, c bt:.l'n V,\hd 1n the l,h..: 01 11.un.m, lht- l.a~·,i; n·pn.·st."ntat1H·, ",-uhl ha,c l>t:t•n \ al.id al•u v. hc:·11 \(. •t'Jk!'An .. -d bcJu;~ 
chc km~, nnd ) 't'l not only did ~I. h.,,·t· lo h,1" t11 tln- krn~. \\hen hl· bcldmc \lZJ('T, hut he nllJjt t.,nt! L1111,c.·lf r1.-....1;1,cJ 
tht'. hom,lbC of th..: p•·uplc (l~sthcr \iii.151 . r,1,L:uul ~f.:licm1.,h itppcar tu h.1H• 1,hsc::nt:d 1he court rc•ul3th>ns "llh1.mt 
p rolc-iL 

\ ,lrlOUS c.:001(,turcs as ,o th,· ¥round fot \I.'• rcfu,.d .,re 11uh:d h)· l'att1111 / ,,. pp. 1l)6, 1c;;. Th~ rc-a;on •• n ,: 
i;,ven in canon. i:.iher, and that ,:n en he«' is purd)' iu,agiMry. 
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TIIE ADDITIONS TO EST HER. C 6-16 

6 { qi ' Fvr J had been co11te11t lo k i~, the soles of lfr feet for the :,alv.1tton of Israel. 
j ( 14 1 · Rut I <li<l this that I might nut set the gl,,ry of ,l man abo,·e the .;lmy o f God: and I will bow 

before none ~ave before Thee, my Lord, a nd I will not do it in p ride. 
~ ( 1 ~) 'And 11011, Lord, (iod n11ri Kin:.:, the.: (, nd of .\braham, ~pare Thy people: for the eyes of""'' 

ent111its arc ag,dn,t ns to consume us. and they seek to dc,,troy the heritage that is T hine from 
the beginning. 

~ (, ,,. ' Dc:,p"c nut Thv portion which Thou didst redeem unto Thyself out of the land of Egypt. 
,o (1 ;) I learkcn lo my pr.I) er, and be i:racious unto Thine heritage; and turn our mourning into 

feasting, that we may live and sing Thy Name, 0 Lord; and dl·stroy nut the mouth of them that 
praise Thee.' 

, 1 ( 111) And all Israel cried out with thdr ,ni:.:ht, for their death was before their eyes. 

'l /1,· P,·n;·tr fl/ F:stltcr 

, ,(x1,·) ( 1} \nd Lsthc1, the ,1u~cn, Ocd i11 prnp, unto the l.1,rd, hcmi.: ,c1zed wnh an .1gon>· of dc:tth. And 
'.l (,) takin,.; off ha glo,iou~ raiment, she put 011 ;,_.trment, of anguish and mourning; and instLad of the 

i;hoi, c .. ,ntmcnts, ,he C<>H:rcd her hc.,d \\ith a-hes and dung anti ~he humbled her body :,·11/1 much 
, ~ i.;~f,1>ti11.,;, .,nd L\'<.:1'}' place of the ornament of her joy ~he lilied with her tangled h.iir. J\nd ~ht­

bcsought the L1,nl (;od uf J,rael and s,iitl · l\lr L ord, our King, Thou a it 1,,,,/ alone; help me who 
, ;; ( ~) ~land alone, and ha\'e no hdpcr save T hee : for my danger is in my hand. 
1,, (.H • I h,l\·e hca,d c.:n-r since l \I.IS born it1 the t1ibe ot my family that Thou. L oni, didst take Israel 

uul 1)f all th<. 1laliu1h, and our fathus from Lhcir pro;.:c111lors, for an cvnl,1,ting inhtrit.ince. and that 
Thou diJ~t for them all that Thou di,bt promise 

(. )lordn.\l acknowled;:~s that !us a1111ude tow.irds I laman has broui;ht thi, cal.tmity on his ptople. 
to ki"s the soles. U. ,en. Cp·. rn. 5. 32, a token of homai:c .1pp.111·111ly re,cncd for krngs. Cf. ba. xlix. ::31 

• lid, the du,L of thy fret. 
, the g lory or a man. l{yssd 4uotcs llan. iii. 16; 1 '.\lace. , ii. 2. 

will ool do it. i.e. \\lll rdu,c to IJ'i,·c hom,,gc to Haman. 
God n nd. > ,; 8m, N A \ ullJ', 

eyes •.. are against us. <
0

rr,,'1Af1ruuru·. Lf. Lat. i11·-:·idt·rc. 
heritage. r or c>o11w1·nµ:1,1 in the ,cn~t· uf <~od's spcci.l1 po~.'l~ ssion of hr.1d cf. Ps. xx\·iii. (), xd•• 5. 

9. Thy portico. I or µ,p:, c.f. Sir. "' ii. 18. These \\Ords t~cm l<i b1· ,1 rcminis,:c·11ct· of {Jtut. ix. 26 L.\~ ,.,; 
lfll\.f8pHCT!i!. ,-,;._, 1Jfp1a,1 OOt, 1]1· , ''}!. lTjlW(Yu, , •• iK. ')'~\ ,\i"t{ff"TIJI. 

10. heritage. ~ or 11tXi;p•1~ cf. Dcut. ix. :9; · nrti cl funiculu tuo' \ 'u:1.:. 
mourning into feasting. Ct. I,;,, lxi. 3, :md for ,;,..,X;" J .\l.1cc. n. 30. 
C.es.t.roy not. ,-i? ,if,,.-u,!r~, lit.· l,lut not out': Vul~. suggc,,.ts the ide., of thecc,:,01tion or ~poken pr:n~e .ind rende r.s 

lrc:cly, · nc claudas ur.1 tc c:1m.·ntium' It is the li\Jnb ,\hu pr.UM: t,od .. d. ls.1. x,>r.\ili. 19. For urllµ.11 B, Ti> f1T. \
1 

N 
ha Ti1 11:1,m, l\·hil"fl i:t impos~ible, but x r•& CUffCll':,, lO UTtiµ.11. 

11 a ll Israel. \\ ith this,,. cf. Lsth~r 1\ 16. 
"1th their might. •'E tu, tn~ ni.'f'Wfl. C(. 1'an .. iii . .;, n. tr,,·,,, lu>J• and Isa. xlii. 13. Vulg. has I van 111t.:ntc ct 

ob~tcrat1one '. 
·.12-30. Iii. 1'111 ~JF,1/1,,. 

1 z. fled. Cf. I • cxx. 1. 

an agony. l"t,r ,·,,. ti)i'u.·, some curs1n.•s h.l\'t" ,iyw~i,. Cf. Luke x,ii. 4~. 1:sthcr's condidon w:is one of grea1 
ptrpkxit) · ,he "·' be1e1 on one side by the ,trin~cnl rules of 1hc court etiqucue, .ind on the uther by her pa1riotism 
,,nd the out ,pokcu inststc1u )' ol \lc,rdcca1 (L,thcr I\', 13, 14/· 

I , taking o ff. Ct. Jon.,h 111. 6. 
glorious raimeut, mcludmi; the ~u,·l?"" (Esther i. 11, i1. 17). Cf. l's. xh. 14; ls.1. 11i. 18 ff'. 
garments of anguish. l f. Judith viii. 5. :i.tckcloth is no doubt mtcndcd. 
otn tments \, S)llllx,ls oi JO)'· er. I s. xi,. 8, CX\.xiii. 2; Js~. hi. 3. 
covered her hend. «<f>a\ii• oir;,, N ,\. Cl. Jud11h ,x, 1. 
humbled her body. aWµ.J• tti"T'J' N \. Cf.• lo afflict the soul \\ith fastin~'. LC\'. x,·I. 29; Ps. xxxv. 13. 
every place. It would be most natural to interpret this of her ap.irtmcnts, but ·" the cntuc JU»,.tgc refers to 

the: ci:,hhurcmcnl of Lsthcr·s µcrson, it mm,l mean that her torn hair foll o,cr the sackdoth &he was clothed in. 
14. And . . l brael. Old I at suht1tutcs .m,I she fell up<>n the earth ,.,th lu.:1 maidens from morning until 

l\tnin•.,. ' 

r.1f Lord "''~" n Bl µ01.1 A. Lf. ·v. 2. 
lily Lord .•. o.lone. Old I.at. sub,titu1c, • IJcus .\braham ct lJcus Isaac ct Deus lacob. bcncdictus cs'. 
Thou nrt God a lone, follm,mg !>wc1e's punctuation, ht. • thou .,lone ha>t bem!J'' lf. l's. lx.nv1. 10. R.V. has 

'Thou uni)· all ou King llut this docs nut bring out the idea of God's .<bwlute smcrd0 lly o wdl. Note the l,r. 
ol, f. ~JI0\

0 ;:J, 110'}0·,.,. Ji04 TrJ ~JI!/• 
1 ; . .., ~9 '"fJl ~I&, .\. 

1 t I have heard. er. Dcut. :UXII, 7 ; Ps. xii,. 1. 
didst lalr.c Israel. er. JJcut. lY, ::o, 34, xx.i, 5; Joshua XXIV, 3. 
progenitors. So K,\' for .,.pt,')'6...,,, b<:ucr than A.\'. pr,tk,essors. 
inherilnnce Dcut. :u-,11. 9. 
didst promise~ A in~crt& ovrt>i,. 
J. or '. _ 1(, Z) I ;;n f/1' .•• 8>.,+1ua ;µw.,, Old Lat. has 'quouiam :S-oe in .iqua d 1lu\·ii con:,cn:,bti. Ego auJhi in 

llbri, 11.11cro1• mcis I Ju111111<" ,1uoni.,111 tu ,\brah~c in lrecenhs el dcctm u.:to 1·ms no,·cm rci:~s tr~didisu. [go aut!i,·i 
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TII E Al>D ITI0~5 TO ESTIIER. C 1;-:j 

,; (l,1 ',\nil no\\" we h;a\'c ,jnnul bcfor<: 'lhcc, 1111d Thou h.,it delh"Cre,J 1L, in!., the h mus of uu1 tncmi,...; 
' ~ I;' bcc.111sc \H' h;wc ,gi, en ~lui y I(> their i,:ods. I< i~h1co11, art 'J li,,11, () 1.md. 

1 

•? ($1 • And '"'" they ha,·c n< t been •ali,ii,.,I with the !11ttcrn.-,.~ c,f c,ur i;;iptivitr, hut ther h.,vc l.1LI 
,o IIJI thc!r h:111<1~ . (in the ha,ul, of their idols), lrJ 11·111,we the ortl!~lllKC c,f ·1 h}' 111 ,,uh. ;111d lo dc.tr •f 

T hine n1h<1.1t,1n,c, nnd tn ~tnp the mouth ,,r th, 111 that p~:11,e I lw<:, :,ml t? quench the gl•,rr vf Th.),' 
11 (10) hnusc, :ttHI I hr .dlolr, ;uul to open tlw mouth of the 11,lllon~ to ;.:1,·c pr,11sc to \11111 1d,•IJ and that 

a king of Oci h should be mai::nificd for ever.' 
n (, 1, • Surrender not. 0 Lord, Thr ~Cepin: 111110 thl'm th.,t be not i:,,d,, and let 11nt th.,,11 tlmt ,,r,. ,.,,,. 

, 11r,111a mnck at c,ur fall: lmt 1111 n their cn1111,cl w•.1111't thcmsclH_.,., nn.-1 m.,ke :an example ul him 
that b£'gan t:, d,, tliis :lf:'ainst us. "' 

•1 ( 1~1 • l,uncmhc, (11,), () l.01d ; m.1k1• Th),<'lf lmQ\\11 /,, 11f in the time of nm lril,11l.Hio11 •• 1111lgi1c 111" 
courage, Cl Kini; of th~ sod, and l.(,rd m·,'r :,ti dominion. 

~ I ( r.tl · l'ul doquu1l splc~h 111tu mr 111u111h I>< 1<>1<- 1lw li"n; .111d turn h1~ h<:.ul lo halrt!d of him th.it 
t 1ghtclh .,~iiu,l 11,. th.it lht I t• 111.1y l,<: ,111 L nd , .j h1111 .ual ol t!ic:111 that ;,r,• I 1kt·111111tlc!l with lii,u 

1,i ( 1 1) · Bul ,;we 11< by Thy han.J. ,ind ht:lp 1·11· "h,, ,t,111,I ,douc ,llld h.", 111mc ~wr 'I hcc, t I J.,.,d 

ln lihri~ p:th:nll:!'<o mci.; I >rnumc 4L111111.u11 t,• 11•1. tk , t wr~ lll ht.tr 1s 1. I ._11 ;mdl\ 1 m I. '""' t 't..TnU 11\C'. r tum111t; 

c1u11111.11u tu .,\n.1111.110 .\1,tn.1111 i\l ul.f1C'1 dC' r.rn11110 1..,111-. •• ,tr1..s1. I#>,,. H..J11,,1 U\ I ,n:,, p.,111nt1. u-.e.• fi.-J'l\L'"l{' 'l".:" n 
tu J t;uud Jc tan1 lt,11hln\ crutst1. L;.:ri ,uu1, 111 .r,, Jl.1.h..•111• mC'r., I •un,m, '<11 .,01,111 111 J:u 1...,,.. re.t', lu,b, ••, 
1nortf" d:unn:\to < t ur.in' i pro \ ;it11 mi"t·rhJs t·::i; <'1 dr::-- ,su ri., iuc nnnos •ruindccjn' Ego ,,udh i in libri5 pa.tern. mc11 
llununt· quomam tu Ann.1c pctcnti in dts1dcr10 .1n11na,·. til11 1,:cncr.1t1onc1n dcd1sti. 1-.bO .,uchn in hbr1s pa.terms me z 
I )omm~ qunai.11. ltt compl.1cc 1tcs 1ib1 ht~r.1 I >rn~•ne w, .. --.uc 1n t:ncm.' 

Ii, And now . , \. 
"e hove <Sinned. Cf. ll.ln. ,x. 16. Th~ I r.)c' of l. lh<r rcc.,lls the tnr.e o! tl,e Pr,1ycr of IJa,-, cl. 
delivered u~. ll. l>eut. l\', 17. 

1b. gi,·cn glory. Rysscl thrnks 1his 1cfers 111 ., dcckn<ion 1010 idolatry nn 1hc p.ul ~, Israel \\'hole m riulc Bui 
it cannot Ix, ll•e c,ile 1s ,·,cw d as lhc pcn1shmcnt of p, cx1hc id~I ,11y Cl ~ Kings "'11. 10- 16, l() ~t u,. 7, 21. 

R1gh1cous. t f I >an. 1x. 7. 
J9. ~n.tisfied. ..\ l .. 1.tc U'.-oC fJf ;. 1aoia8c11. 

laid their hands. Vu11;:., failm;.: to undcrs.,,rnd the meaning, renders' r~bur ma ·1Jm si..arum ,..aolorum potenu.ic 
dcput:rnlc., . 

\\ e must either r,:nd~r htc.:· .ll ,t·) h,n·e app:1c4... their t. 1ntls,' &c, or, follow,-:g the h "'l , ;>.:' Ld by :-c• Tu, 
,\ti'pac- ,-Wi.' tit,61>.w.., ni ni,v, read ,, II N K· ;p,.,u. T ·, ,,.,, ,, a~,..:. irr1 rt7', ~' ,µM ,ir:t .. ti~ .. Xeio1•1 and rt.: ndcr s 1::'I t~xl 
The m1st.1kt:, J, l.a1;arJc s:iw,, .111 by the CL 'lir \f ,in,, 

I or 1ht· cue.tom 11f stnklng 11 he riul\,.ud 1·iprc ,arm c,r , C"lntr.ut or bari:nin cf :. t,.:.,n·rs x 15 • l'rov. x1. 
: 1 l '\, : J r.1 Jt. 1 \I ; I.am. , .. (,: l \l.ttc. "· ;8 ltl 50. '>f 

:o. ordinance . • ~,naµ,;,, < (. JJ,in. d. 7, 8 tZ 15. lftht' U1mrpo, of1he '.".lcdt:s ,ind Pcrs1a"'i were unch. ngcab1~ 
wh:u ;ir impiLty to ·1·k to o, ('rthrow tho• 1... Ill t e I , -:g i ,orl Che dcstrutt1on nf lsr .icl would inv ,hdatc t•~..: 
rt,,tcr1111~ 1taon ol (, to n .. 1~c lsr..1'""1 His int1t·rh,.nr:t. 

n1outh . , praise. aT,•µnrn l;u-ninow ,\. l•or t#u1,J"'•icu cf. ;uh,. 1~: I ,.. hm. 11, C\11. 4Z 
house, i. c. the T ·mplc. lf IM "· ,. ·1 h.1t 11\e rc1,·•cncc mL t 'ic to the remplc of Jcrus..tlem, ,1111 the 11".r:11 

ccntr, «,f ttw pc,,p -. rdi 10n c,cn Lhough dc,ttr,)t d r its wnr hip scspcndcd, 11 plain f om the- rm:nuon of th~ 
.,ll,.r \\' 1th the de Ir 1c.iu1 ot 1lw p,,,ptc 1he ,,It 11•1lrc w uld be tm,,lly qnc~, he<l. l (, Jud11h IX 6. 

~•. vn1n idols. ,. ,,i r,. ,\ convt11tton,l ,,ord for lals .. ,.,ld-. Cf Le, x,·11. 7 I :\X. 
~hould be mngnified. The pa ,11e 11,,.,,...,.d,/I u tdlims ,cl)' I<>< sdv upo111hc acti,·e ,n!i,.,,tl\·cs 11htth depc:ntl O" 

;,lr,cm, "''" v•,,uc-. Tia l't·r1 l,\M kmg 11 rcfLrrcrl (0, h ho \\lll \\1111-:lory (rr an llmr, ,IS., krng ot t1csh W1 0 t-1s dtfe:ucd 
tht Ki1.~· ot ht:t, en. \ o<Htl) remkr;. '<:t 1,lU<ler.t .1 

1or , forutudmc n 
zz. Surrender not. I ur l,od to pnmit 1~,. de ·ru i. .n d 11,s people ,s tontamounl tn ,1n abd1c.11t n c-( His thrcne 

,rnd the pm\Cr s}mh,1h I ti,, ·11· c.isc of an 1:..1,rthl) km_.: 1 by the c ptrc 
them ~b~t be not god1;. r,1,{ ,,.;, oi.":u,, 1.t tin ~ I•, ku'V! 111 /""'.tr •.n 1c~ntrns1 to Jc~o,·&.1h, 1n \\ h~m being n: idc~. 

f'f. J.4 D"l' l'l JJ , md \\ I li XIII. 10--19, XI\'. I J tJlf4 )lltl 1;• [uaw.\11., urr Of''~'' n(-rf flt T1J• cu M fc7fnt1 and I (er 

viii, ·l 
mock. F.nhc 11,c ,i',Jr ofrhc ,er)) tS ct• 1ni:e, .• ,~••cur enemies' 1. no" the subJ.; or 1he i; ,d are though! 

c.,f ;,.1.• nockmb Cf. \\ 15,dom· mut.kin},,;. PrL.\'. 1. :6-, ,1nd Jc c,.,h \, P,. ii •I The Conner sct•ms to ~u1t the contc-c:t 
I 1t-llicr 

their counsel. ni,ol ~·, 1.e 11 m:1.n. 
make nn example. ..,.,1iH·,u'),,_«fTu,n1• Li. "\ um. :icx,·, 4 ; 1:,c.•k. xxn11. 17 : Hl"b. , 1. 6. 
him that began llam ,n. '<1u1 in no, roc,1,t ~,~.ir~ \'ul.: 

23. make Thyself known. Cf Ps. .xl11. :3 :1,. 
g1\t; me courage !n 11 \lf:tl:. I ,!lu.1 p, ir, m 1 1.:.)•'r 1111 11.,,1 ... 11til1 c.l1.1,,·r.rn,r tu p1 i)eJ lor fk.,linnd a;i.td\ 

1. • ~-I 'J I a ~upp11rl uf ht:1 t:1.lrt" .. lt~ >lw 1u .;,·,. 1.. ~t1 ~~, ;h.u lnr n l,a,:111U:,r. r1,.-;.1 ... , 1ns. nnn~ Cll fflu h b f'\"Cn hmtcd 
.ll m .rn, 1. l .tfu·r, sl 1c.• h,ttl'S till" po~ · 1011 ... lu· 1:00 !••h :..1l I , .. l!Uf•)'. imt ,h .. t 111.1,.-,11 ... Jit..,.. her u_iril .. 1.d Ji.1Ut., I om her f~hllll..tl 

prcdih~r.tion.;;, Ht•re .1brnin. :1s m -;•.;,we tind ou,5,-:hts. n the ,umosphcrc uf later Jud:usm. 
King of the go(h. Cf l's.><,. ; . 

24 eloquent speech. Cf. Luke x". 15. . . 
before the lion. ~l 11sth I::, ii,Uj,,!;,:4-:.1t. ,t. t I . .I• r . ,cl,, l(J: :ir.d terr.Ll1:nl~lr,. t Pru, :..h .• 1 ... \% :! ; s;r. ),,~\ t 1.: ;. 

·rhc .-\r.tm.11L • ~lurtlccai'.!1 IJrcam • h.,,, • I ,,1 I h~ n1a1d h;.ucth ht:Jurc h11n, :u l.11! L1J bL·forc du: lion {~h·u.:. C Ar, "I 

r., .. ,. p. 164). 
' turn his hen rt. For /'<f'OT;B?I'' in 1his sense er. Sir.,,. 9 <l>o'>..o, ,. ....... ~.,. ......... 'J/.epa •. 
nn end. fTl·..,.,A,m ul th11 Sense is U!>cd with 1i116'Afl.J1 I "late. ui • ..s::. 

zs. have none. ,\ assimilate& to 1, 14 by adding ,1o~i·•· 
6ii 



TIIE 1\DDITIO~S TO ESTI!ER. C 26- D 3 

z<, ( 1 ;; } • Knowkclgee has t Thou of ,Ill things, and Thou knowesl that I hate the glory or the wis:ked, and I 
,7 \ 111) detest the be<l of t he uncircumci,ed an<l of any alien. Thou knowcsl my ncccs~ity, that I abhor the 

sign of my proud estate, which is upon my head in the clays when I show myself openly; I abhor it 
as a mcnstruous rag, and I wear it not in the days of my le isure . 

.!~ 11 ; 1 • A mi Thy servant hath not eaten at the table of I lam.in, and I have not honoured the king's 
fca.~t, neither have I drunk the wine of the libations. 

,,, ( ' S) • . \ nd 1 hy ,e,, ,mt hath known nu JOY since the d,1y I wa, brought here until now, save in Thee, 
.10I 111) Lord Go<l of ,\l,rnham. 0 God, who5e ~lrcngth is o\'er a ll, hear lhc voice of the hopeless, and save 

us from the han<l of them that deal wickedly, and save me out of my fear.' 

A DDIT10'\ D. 

T/1,· t1f/'flln11u:r v/ Estlur b,forc th ki11.cr. 

, 1n)l4) And it came lo pass on the third day, when she had ceased praying, she pul o ff her garments of 
, (;) humili.1tion, a11cl clothed herself in her glorious ap pare l. An<.l being maje~tically adorned, she called 
;(ti) upon the atl-sednt-,; Goel and Savi,rnr, and tc,ok with her two maids: and upon the one she leaned a s 

:f Knowledge hast Thou . .. a nd Tho u kno west . Cf. St. Pett·r', ;ippcal 10 the uni\"cr,-al knowledi;e of Chri~l 
Juhn ~xi, I i · 

I hale the glo r y It 1s no personal vanny that keeps l.sthcr ll"here she is; the glory of her high place i 
sl,amc to her. Cf. I· >thcr 11 8-17. 

of WJY alie u. The prohibition of marr1.1i;cs ,11th those outside the cn,cn.,nt d.1tcd from nry early times (d. 
Jlcut. ,·ii. 3,4l, and came to ttst un rehi;ious stmimcnt 1,Jcnded \\ith national p«Judice. In br.i x.2, '-:ch. xiii. z.3ft., 
we learn something of the .1bhorrencc in \I h1ch the marriage of J c, .. sh men with heathen "omen "a,; held. ,\ 
throu~h I simple uvers1i:ht, onuts from• the bed of '(•'· 26) down to· that I .,bhor' (c•. Z]J. 

-:.7. my necessity. !'>he 1~ um.·h-r rompul~1on, ;ua\ o.b ,, 1fc of a hcathc.:n h:mo ~he mu:,t wc~u the token of her diJ.:ml)'. 
th~ ro)',11 crown, her baJgc of shame. 

sign o f m y pro ud estate. !"he trown ro)•;tl, n kind of peaked turl>an, which had to be worn "hen the queen 
.,ppcan:d in public. er. Lsther i. 1 1 ~ ii. 17. l or .;Pl"Taain, 11jJ/uarLt11L"c, cf. !\lal. iii. z. 

rag. Cf. Isa. lxh·. 6. 
zS. ha th not eaten . Cf. l>an. i. 8, 13, 15. 

king's fea s t. Cl. E,thcr 1. ;, ii. 18. 
the liba tions Cf Dcut. :uxii. 38 LX:\. One reason for Esther's .ibstcntiun from the royal foasts was ,heir 

lirathen char,1cter. Cf. I Jan. ,. 3, 4. I• uller sug;;csts that there is" reference here to the I l.10111a-drink, which • was 
<trunk by the faithful for the bcnelit of thcmselvc, and the gods'. Cf. Saycc, A11ciml f."mf,ms, p. 269. 

:9. ,-ince the day I w as brought, ht.' smcc the day of my chani;c ', i.e. ,mce the d.iy of entry into the palace. 
30. the hopeless. for ,;,,~;1.,,..,.,,. • .,. cf. Isa. u,x:. 19; Judith ix. 11. 

o,t1. ve us ... save me. Cf .• -. :3. Old Lu. adds • tmn,for luctum nostrum in lnetitiam, dolorcs autcm nostros 
in hiL\nratem sur~t:ntes autcm supr.-:, partcm lu..1m Deus pal.mt facito, apen Domine ; cognosccre Domine' . 

• \m,1110, U. /- rfllfr', 11/1,n•i,•;,• w1t/1 lltt l.-111,,:, 1•1·. 1-16 . Add. 1J cnnsi,1, of sixteen , ·er•,cs, and follow, in 
I.:\:\ 11111ncdi.1tdy upon .\Jd. C. In \·ul,;. tl is numbered xv. 4 19. and is scp,iratcd from xiv. 19 b)' the follo,\lng 
words, \\ hich arc not unlike Esther i\. 13 ff. : 

• //U(.'( 'l"''</IU ,uldit,, re/01111 t'dilicJ1u. F11~~·''"· 
(1) Et manda,it ti (haud dub,um quin esset \J.1rdocha.us) ut ingrederetur nd regem, ct rogarct pro populo sun 

<:t pro patna. f.Ui\, 

(z) '.\temorare, inyuit, dierum humilitatis tu;:1c1 quomodo nutrita sis in manu meat quia A1nan1 secundu.s a rcgc, 
h,cutus c-:.t contra nos 10 mortem i 

(31 Lt tu in.-oca Jloniinum, ct l0<1ucre re,,:i pro nobis, cc libera nos de morte • 
.iY(c.. ,um ti i1t,, 911,u s.1Dd1t,, s1111I.' 
Jos. l,·1111. x,. 6. 9) dr.111, lal"):rly upon i\dd. I>, which endea.-ours to show in detail what is briefly stated in Esther 

,·. 1 f The dan1;,·r ,,f 1-.sther', enterprise is cmph,1si,ed by the king's \Ira.th, \\h1ch ,c rves also tu set off the power of 
4 ,o,l whi, h couhl turn th< king',; hcari. 

I. the thir d d ay. er. Esther IV, 16, \. I , ,\ , \ \ . Streane quotes lhc \lidra.h, 'Ne,er did the lsr.1clites lind 
thcm,eln in trouble longer than three d.1),,' .ind refers to Gen. \\II. 4, ~Iii. 17, Jonah i. 17, Jnd llo,. 1i . 2. 

when sbe had e nded her prayer. > Vulg. 
garments o f humilia tion. i,..u-rw t>f,.,.~rrrnh, cf. D 13; so.\.\. ,,"111me11/s '!l 111011r11111,.,. Esthc.rs 8,poTrtCn (Or 

,,~ , cl. 1:-_-.,lhcr 1v. 1r,, ct.m,1~!cd m mort1llL.1t1on ;rnd prayer. Accordm,::ly, Fnt~chc 1~ pcrhap, nght m emendmg­
f )/ ,.,.,·,,1111 \'ule: 10 - ,/, or,1/ui. After thc~c words Old Lat. has' ct lav1lvi1 (orpu') suum al1ua et unxil sc unctione '. 

glorious appare l. Cf. Esther"· t and J udith"· 3. 
: . majcl>tically adorned. ')'<>•18,,uu ,,.,,p, .. ~r. Vulg.• rmn regiu !ul~crct hab,tu'; Jos.' adomet.l herself as became 

a quctn ', 
ahe called. The religious clement i, :u usual cmph11Siwd 1n non-canonical t:sther 
l\\O maids Su N .\, ,n~lea<I uf Tu• O,~o U, /1,1 1-:cJd m,U,ls. :,he "'b \, .~il1.:J uvun by sc.:vc.n maids (d. Esth< J 

ii, 9/, i.nd of them she took with her only two. 
for u.:11"' (\ ulg. fam11/11, but cls,:whcre tulicata, i.e. pretty, delicate) cf. Gen. x,i\". 6 1 ; Judith x. 5. 
1 he a.:j'"" were maids of honour for the queen's personal ocrv1cc. 

3. s he leaned . ,,..w,.,!,r,,, cf. Prov. ,ii. 18. 
6j!I 
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~ (;l ,;(~) one lhat Wjilkctl clclii:atclr, ,,nd th._ olhcr follQ\\Cd h,'.r, hohl., • .., "I' her u.,in. , \ nil i.li1· ltt:r~lf \\'as 
radi.111t in th,· J>i·rfcdion of her be.1Ul)', .111<1 lier cuunl<-n.,nce \\:I~ hapJI)' ,111d lovtly: 11111 lic.-r hcmt 

'• I<;) 11·"" stnckc11\\1th fc:a, .. \ml when ,he hnd J>,l'SC<l ,ill th<' ,!oor~.~ht• t,x,k h, r•tand leforc 1lw i..,n;: · 
now ht• w;is fittini,: upon his ror.,I thronc, clad in 111! hi~. rr,1}' of anajc.,tr, .ell ,1,frr11 .. / ,,. th J:"r.l ,11,,1 
precious <tonr.s. And he was very terrible. 

; (101 . \ntl httin~ up hi., ft<e that n;rnietl "nh ~lory, he li><,kctl "/• 11 I, 1 in ti<.'Tce 11r,1th J\nd the 
<JU<·en f,·ll d .. wn .. nd chan;:ctl colour and swooned, .md she bowed hcritclf tlr," n upon the hca<l of the 
maid who went before her. 

x (11) And 1;0.i ch.mg-cd the pirit of th-, kini: into milcln,ss.and in ~larm he 'i'r:10~ "I' fwm hi~ thr..,nc, 
and raised her in his arms until ~he c.11ne to ht:rl>Clf ~;::1111, :111cl c ,mfortccl ht r w,1h r,.isM.rin•• \\OJ 1b, 

,, ( 1 ~ i and ~aid unto her, ' \\'hat is it, I· th1·r? I :1111 thy 1,, other. lie ,,f good dicer, 1hou sh.,'.1 ~1t,1 die. 
(q) 11 ( r 1) For our commandment i~ 011!; for our subjects. Draw near.' 

• 1 l • ;) Then he r.1i,c<l the i,:old"n scq,11t· and laid 11 , n hi:r nc:-ck, .ind 1·111ur.1cc<l her and ,:iid, · :-1>CJ,k 
to me.' 

11 (1/,) .\n<l , he ~aid unl•• him,· l ~aw lht·t·, my lorcl, as an .111i,:d of Cod, and mr he:,rt \\'.l~ dismarcd f,11 
,~ (1;) fear of thy glory. Fm w•,ndcrful ;irt lhou lur<l. and 1hy co11ntl'1i.1nce is full of ~r.,ce.' 

walked delicately. .:1. r,,, 1f,, ,u1111,1, .. ,,~ \'ull!'. • qu.,"1 pr.1c ,t. tu 1i ... t·l 1111111.1 1t·ner1tu<l 11c Lor/,u' "uum frrrc n,,n 
·U:)lincn~ t:~tlwr adop1ed the J.rn ... u1~l1111t: 111.uuu·r ot tkpurtnu:nt lllhl\-lltd 1,y th, p.tnlJM'.:U.d ,,d1t,r, ol l~\ l14un1 
The 1mprcs-·,1011 n( dc1i, .w.:nl_",s i:,1, lic1,;.htcm:d Ii)" l·~:')cl11:r·~ h.1,·in,: "' tr:tm•lJl..'.~n:r. .,~ r,1t,f ~ 111. • J \..\: _. J1.1m[K.·rc:d 
cffcminaic woman', 

4 train. iJodltr1£', J. vrry r.u~ use, and u,,._ >..y. 1n LX X 
5. the perfection a~J.J~I HK \ , w, ,iit.fA'J N' , ;,. 1i.1r. xc·•. Cf.-:.•. 71 ;,,, 1irc1,1~ 8L'1,1nii, i11foru 1,1,,l/lr. 

happy and lovely, liL 'happ)· like a lo,·ely thee)· Old I .it. ;id,ls • ocuh .,u1cm gratissim, •. 
r, pas!:!oed nil th~ door~. Lt. L ·,lht:r \ 11 "I ht:, -.,ltJ< 1,: m t lu,' 111ncr I ourt ot th<J km,_'• l uu~. •1\ c..r i'tf:';un ... L 1 )u- L..n:,.. "i, 

hotbic: .,ml llu.· king -sat up ,n Ju,;;, ru)·,,l thr1111t· .11 the ru\,II hou~•·. u\cr U}:'..t.ln!'.l the cmr.uu 1· uf tlw hu~r: J-.:,.:t;i,1 
hart entered into th< inner court, in itself an act o f pruumption. Cf. Esther i1. 11. The throne-room opened upon 
,he inner court, :tnd through this door E,ther p:l.,.ljed into the immediate presence cif the king. 

took her stoud. ,ror-un,,,1 but icnr, N ·• -\. 
majesty. 4'r.1,ef1it1t1nn; d .•• : ;r:.c/) 1 .. 1,,, Tiu: rr~ul:u use· flf br•t'f1~ in LX:X i~ m connc,;1on \\·1th tht" "i!1Sr"l,1/uJn1 of 

hc.1Ycnly ht.·tn,;.,!s; l I.~ '.\l.11 r, :ilX t1t111.::i1 Tiu: !'I.L.,lptuu::a 11t l 'c.r,-,q,ot1, ptl....,t-•1• ,1 triktn,: p1-.:.turc ••I tin: i I, •tt• of 
a Persian kmg <cf. Rawlin,,nn, ~tttd,111 .lf,,11. i,·. 1s31. The Crtcks assessed :11 12,000 1alcnts tl,c ,·~Jue of thr 
precious stont- worn b) '\erxt .:., 

7. named \Vlth glory. > i,;E!I ,\, \\laich reads ,r,,; ,j,,n· .,.,, '!'l''f/UITW'l'TCII' o{.,o· ff('fflP,·-''l';,,o,·;.. t.~ICJJ? A~µ.oi, a,.d • he lifted 
his face, which tlamcd in f llnc,s of" rath •. For ·••wi 8,·~. cl , . S· 

fierce wrath. I- st her hJ,l , 1nlJtcd th<· rule (sec l·,stbcr iv, 11) 11 hich •~rbad,• am one lo approach the kini; 
unsummoned. \ftcr ,\f\,+o Old L.1t. has 't't cogitabat perden· (·J.m rcx, t:l cr.,t .. mblguus cl.unana, ti di1it1 qurs 
om~Uf, C'>I intro1rc 1n aulam non ,ocatu~ ?' 

fell down. Cl. l. ,thcr ,in. I, this seems tot,,, a foll du" to fr.ir, rather than m 1oken of obe,unce. \' 1,: 

'-·orr'lfil. 
changed colour. fHTf;~1Auo N tot µ.tT1.diiU1.u., has an mtr. use. 
swooned. t'a- fK"A1·17u. Lui I.~\ more c.ommon)y ~1n s a milder mt:.inmg lO :«>..v,.,u·, i "-' -: t ,r1nru, and \ 1Jlg. 

doc~ so h('re, takin;: u b;.) ... \\ r.h the foll11win~ cl:iufc, • J:nsum super anc1lhlam n:c n.t\ 1t c.1put 
bowed herself down. ,'1Tto.,1fo,t"-.i. -r~, -.,cpo~ur• Tij, ,ii1,,H r-,;\ "ff>'JWOf>ftOJA1t1?r n~r']t .\, trp, o,ro1,. N. i.e. 'wl,,, U.'IIS 

, 0111111~ I, , .·,ds /the king)'. 
8. changed the spirit Cf. an intr. use o( ;urn.'J., Hal, . . '· 11 ,,;., ,.~n."/.,~,. cu ""' ~U, Old I at. has 'llcus au1n, 

iram con\·crtit in mi:iCr,1t1one:m «:t fuwrtm ipsms. 1,n tro1m1u1ll1tatcm' I or ~ ,,,1. N t ·u ,-«u).Q;jo, ..1nd COn\cn;cl) for 
u.-i>.oi$u1 bclO\\ ·\ h.,. ,i1-·t,1(l~H. 

in ala.rm. ,i)'w,·,uu,n. \'ulg. 'h.'Stinus ac mctucns '. 
from his throne. > ul..,.m •• \. 
witb reassuring words, ht. :.it/, /1'·,1. t.1~/t :, r,/1. For the c1,;pr Air')'o, ,;pr,11,oi cf Ucut .. 11. :6, M 1c., l1. J; and 

1 :\tacc (:,r,·cn times). also Sir. i"·· 8 utro(pco,,,, n.:,,!',ip,;:·, .. U b- "!"'"f1U1.,-rrr1, 
'} What is it, Esther? Old l .1t .. ,dds • •oror meci Hester~• ,·1 consors rc;:ni ', 

thy brotht:r. \n t.·>,JlhS">W11 ut _1111 1111.~t.}, 11_1amk,! tu ;,.ho\, tlMt 1hc kli,J: r~.,:.uilctJ I ~tht·r, ,l.., r~dU) ,·.ntit!cd t, 
'-J)CIJ.tll 1nsu.lt•l1tl• . .m. Cf Son;: (tf ~p)o1111111 \'Ill. I. l·ur thl.' l.,..).,U.lll n~,, ,,r rt,'if~rl,,:, ... ,u hu ... ,,.11111 •t. \\nko" .. kl 

/f't>I. /'Ji . 1,1,1, • \Hi, p. Ji, \\htrc "t" 11111.I ,1 \\ 1fc oo ,11hhc»111i: t,i:r hu,lr;1111l. t ur 1h~ ,un,-cr,t' u~· c,f ,, 1>.'f,11 ,t. 
l'ap. O,yr. i,·. ;-; o. 74~. aud Tobit li,. 15, \'iii. 4 7. 

10 our commandment. Lit. 1111r co111m. 11 •c•mmfl11, i.t', il governs the \aog•s subjects gl".'.nc.rally, but not so 
IJ\nllH,:, ,. rnlt.: s l .-.th,·r. Cf.\ u1g. • uun "'nim p11, lt.", Jii:<l pro on1111hu:. h,t<.-c k, c·urrstllut,, t:iiL \ llv: Murtl1, flTC\:trih..-d 
by . Thou ... 1i.d1 not J1e •• ;trc a T\.'mi11hCt·nt:c of ...... tht.·r i, 11. P.uon, l1m\C\C'T' ip. 2-~01, 11uutc5 llcrHdvt~ tu rhc <."t Rt 

th:it people migb1 send in a mrs,agc to 1hc kint, .. ind request an a1 d1encc 
u Draw· near \ uh· ':\.ccC"dc :;;Hur ct tange sceptrum '. 
12. embraced her. ni• ' t.,,9iip .\. Tht pronoun is bc11er as in h If 
1 :,. as an angel of God. 1.c. r.H.h,1nl .mU t,rrthk•. rtw c.xpr~ ,i n ,l" nol ,1u.::01d ,,ell \\Ith the SCJUIJLilo:my ~ .. 1,,n 

h)' Either in .\dd. ~; it comes suanb_t·ly from a .f~'" tu a. ht,lthc.·n I 'crli.1p~ thb 1.s ,, h)' H Joc-! not :1p1~.1.r t:ithcs m 
Josephus, or the '.l1dr.i.sh, or P.cn-G<inon. Cf. 1 l:iam. n", 9 (cod •• \I.); 2 Sam. :rl\·, 17, ~o; xu. 27. 

for fear of. > 4>od0t, A, bu1 \'ul,:. has• prae 111norc glori:ie ' . 
14. full of grace. \a~~T"wi, ,...,aT,u Lf. I':.. xh ~ &L111m,"' .. .,,)," ru,N, roh vim, T•• ,;"tl,-,i: ... , tf,,rtl., \•¥;J&• i~ 

\ •i>.i,CTi .. vm, 
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But while she was speaking, she fdl swooning. 
And the king was troubled, and all his servants sought to comfort her. 

ADDITION E. 

T/11· Decru (If Arta..ur.rrs ro11crr11i11g the 'Jrwr. 

1 (ni) Of which letter that which follows 1q a copy. 
The ~r.eat king :'r:,1xerxes lo the rnlcrs of countries in one hundred and twenty-seven satrapie, 

from lmha to l .th1op1a, aml to those who arc well affected to our government, ~reeling. 
z i\fanr, the 11101·c often thcr arc honoured br the all too i:::1eat goodwill of the ir benefactors. ha\'e 
:t become the more proud ; and not only do they seek lo injure our subjects, but, being unable to 
•1 c-nd11rc ab11nd,mce, ther take in hand to tlevi,c schemes ag:1i11st their O\\ n benefactors. ,\net not 

c,nlr cJ,, they lake thankfulnc,s away from men. but also. beini::; lifted up with the ostcntatiou<ncss 
of the fooli,h, they ,upp,,s~ that they slull escape t he C\'i)-hating justice of the all-surveying God. 

:; Yea. and oftL-ntimes manr of those "·ho ha\·e been placed in tl!r l11j;l!csl positions of authority 
ha\'c h,·en 1110\·.:ll hr t he specious words of thou tluir f, icnds \\ ho have been cntru,ted with the 
administ ration of the ~o\·ernmcnl t11 become partakc.:rs of innocent blood, and ha,·c become invol\'ed 

15. swooning. d,r,1 ,'~~iu,-,r Il -1 "'"'~' ~ \, lit, frc,wu ,!f lioj1i111i,~,· She fell a second time. cr.1. 7, 
16. servan ts . 8,p,11Ttta, c111i,1 Old I at. Cf. (~en. xi\·. 16 ,P.,p,1W A'.ni.;; Otµolf'u, 11i1'ot·. 

,\1,[11 no'.'i I:.. liie dart, ,?! ~1,1,1ur•er ,o,retrnil~t: th, /c.·~.·1, ,.vi. t 24. Add. E consist. or twenty-four 
,·cr,es, ,rnd 1> pl 1ecd in I:,,::,,: bcl\\ccn J.,thca ,in rz and ,·ii,. 13. In \'ul,r. 111, numbered"''· t 24 .. and i ,ep•rattd 
from , \dd. I l b)' the word, 'Exempbr cpi~tol.1c reg is Artaxentis, quam pro ludaea, '.ld totns rcg11i sui pro,inci.ts misit. 
quod tL 1p;um in llchraico voluminc non h.1betur •• It prc,ents an im.,gmary rcconstructaon of the edict mentioned 
in l·csther ,·111. 13, which," hile canccllin.~ the earlier rescript , ..\,Id. ll), ins1ructs all the kmi:', ,uhJccts in the most 
ptcci;e "·'l' to render all the a1tl ,n thc11· 1><1wc1 to the Jews on the thirteenth day of ,\clJr. Fc,r th<· >t) le of this ,\rid. 
sec 1wu· on \d, II. Jo,cphu,, ,In/. ,i. 6, tz r~produccs this letter ,·erl fully. 

1. Of which letter, lit. o, -.,•ltt, it Jli111.~ •• 1. e. 1/1, ldlh'. tk,I 'tl.·l,idz .. /t,lh.n,11 is ,1 '"/w. 011· > .X • . 
to the rulers .• • Ethiopia. The rec1p1ents are de,cnbed in almost irl~ntical terms "ith those an Add. r:. 

Here IIUTJ"'"""'r (amµ,,,rm~ t( , UOl'J!"!r&HI< t(' ·I prcrcdcs XWJIWV, Un J,1/JtlpitJ sec II I. ;a.-... rwpw, N·. 
to tho~e who ... governn1ent. · '"~ Tu ~JJiT1p11 cf,,1oun~m takes the place of 'fow,ip""'• l.,,.1,Tff'")J;,'u,,r- in fl 1. 

Nt"'" h•8' .\ h:1ve wrongly A'fli um·,Mitrm~ ,.,,o· T11 1 \\O d,l!!St'S of officials arc thus referred to, 1,,) tin· g.:ncmors in 
t:7 .atr:api, ( I the· other oll:<"hls, less prominent than salr,tps. \"ul:.:, supports this view w11h 'ac principibus qui 
nostr.u.:: 1u~:.1on1 obocdiunt ·, .. md this i~ ht:ttc.:r 1h3.n to rcler the clause (with Fri11schr) tn subJects ;.:enerally, who an• 
mc·ntioncd unambiguously Ill , ·. 3. Jo5, o;ccm5 to f,1\'0Ur ~subjects·. 

2, Many .. \ veiled rcfuenc,· to llaman. Cf. l·:stlur iii. t. 
their benefactors. C.f. 1.ukc xxii. 2;. Their benefactors are the kings who ha,c elerntcd then, to their hi~h 

pr,,i1iun \. \\', Str· .,ne recalls hm, Ptolcni)' 111 (i47-24z 11.c.) obtained the actu.11 rnle of 11',P')irr,, (benefactor) 
throuhh his rt~torauon -:ir the images of Et,O ptian bods, earned ofT by Camb)·tes to Per5i:i. 

the more proud µ,,(uv ;q)fXJ,.,1am•. The ~enc,al i~ interpreted br the pMtic:ular 1n 1 : •. 12 r4. 
3. abundance, i.o, the excess of the honour bc.to\\cd on them in particular. R)>Sd reulls the old pro\'erb .;,. • ., 

1'111 ,t!''in,\" I 1pu·. S.,t:•:ty is ~hm,n 111 th.,nklrs5ncs::., :-1. 4:. 
a g1'inst their own benefactors. ii h.is been sugc:estcd that llannn w:as nnt ahoi;ethcr free from partic1p:11ion 

in the plot of the 1wo eunuchs. discovered b)· ~lordcca, (,\dd. A1, anJ that Haman's h;irrecl of \lordecai was due to 
his .,,mi; beer tlrn .arlcd by hun. Cl \ 17. Haman's part i11 the plot m3)' be ccferred to here. See also l:)thtr 
\"ii. 8. 

4. lhankfuloess. ,:m ottuTo Tri" (t\. ~ \ ,uon~)>, hr dittogr.,ph)', 
lifted up . , • foolish. '.\, 1dorum pr,,c,umpllonabus mtl•mmati' Old Lat. This is a nearer translation or 

,.,,u· r,-1 .;ff'u1 · 1)' rtl<.tw «•i ,11t>1~ «"-:"1,8il'TH th:tn m \'ul,:. • humanitatis in se iura violare · ,i"" m)'..it1w,· has g1,·en much 
cor errt: tucupy1~t" (t:r1;t11y,il'!wtt 52, ,i1r,1pcr,ffci8wv 9~ ,,) ~nd tu comme.nt:\tors, but il i~a late ecclc..,iastical word, ;1.nd (like 
,;~ .. ,.;,aAo,) 1s not to b,• tr;anslarc,t lit~rall)·, but \\Ith the general sen\C ofj,1~/isli. 'Men ignor;,nt of benefits' i< n:r) 
, lumsr. JJ, f,1rlisi1 a11 , ith<r 1h1· pausites who fa" n upon the mwvt,m rid", or the 100 highly honourecl man 
!11m,elf. 

suppose. For ino\n1d, N'' II.\ ha\'e.a,oAa.8. 
evil-hating. ·\11 ,mnbut,• properly hclongini: to God, but here by a rhctolical licence applied to llis justice. 

\\'ith 1,mrmt, i ·qi•<>J" cf. µ.1au~ua,,:pi-,, 2 )lace. iii. I, and µ1unrro111p,iv1 Z 1\1.lCC, iv. 49, \·iii, 4. 
5. those placed ... positions.,.,,. kini;s, ,uch a, ,erxcs h1msdf. "ho ha,e been misled b)' their nnderhni:s, 

specious words. r.-111r11µL·fl111 in 1hc (,reek 1s t:he subJcct of the ,crb, but the st.·ntcncc nms more :.moothlr i( it, .. 
1ur~ed as in text. 

friends . e ntrusted. l{yssel su~~ests with much probabilit)· that cf,,,\.,• Sh(lufd be renclcre<l ,1s in text, and 
n11t .,, •·lll·n 't:ntrustc<I "ith the m:rnagcmcnt ur the afT,un of their friends·, since ;i kin;.: would Ix· ::.IO\\ lo speak c,f 
kin~.., .,; thu • fricml ~ • o( their snl>onhn,ltcs. Rys~I ~pc>ak~ of tpi>i,,, .a~ the unin•rsal tilh: or honour bumc 1n Ej.;ypt hy 
the h ,~ht t uflin r, ol the kin,: (cf. 1 ~I.ice. ii. t ~ .rnd Jacot> in /.,1111" x. 283), and 1ran,l.1tes .~l,1//h,,l!.-r. F11tzsche 
emends cf<,~.,. to r/n'A,.q,pt,,.,. or q,,Xari/U»<, but this is unnece,,ary. 

partakers. ~ r1r ,..n,i~"" \ B 93 /, h." e µnmTi,,v~, which seem~ better in sense, and C.'Cpl~tins the corn1ptions ~,Tia.'O&. ~ 
tit• and JAO'<l')VVLrO'O J\, 

innocent blood For nipara ,i/1..a cf. Jrr, xi~. 4, Cf. Jer, ii. 34 aii,oTn •1·Y~•1· .;Q.t., •. 
. 680 T ' 
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r. in irrctric,·abk- di,astcrs, tl,rsr mm b~uilin; the i11noccn1 ~oodll' ill of their lords with the f.ilsc 
trickery or their c\'il disposition. 

7 And tl1<, 1!1111.:~ 11npio11sly .iccomplisht·<l thrnugh the pestilent l><:havir,ur nf men whr, tlwl , xcrcr~c 
their po11cr 1111\H>rthily may be ,ecn not so rnuc.h 1,y .111 cx.11nin.1tinn of the rnurc .111L1ei11 rccunls 

ll which have been handed down as by observ"tion of the thing, near ;,t lund ; .111cl c.ire rnu•t be 
taken for the future, in order tint we nuy 1cndcr the \.:in;.:dom lr.rn,111il .u1d pc:Acc:.1hlc: fu1 all 111<'11, 

., not by rely in,.: upon tiufurma tions I. but by ever pa,;sin~ jw l.:cmcnt with demcncy :111<1 ,1llentivtnc~ 
upon the matters th.it are brourht to our notice. 

10 For I 1<1111,111, the ,u1i of I l ,11n;1d.1th1h, , .\l.11:cd1,11i.111 (.111 ,tlicn in v<:T}' trnth frum the l'crsilln 1,)ood 
11 and onC' wh<> is f:illcn far from our f.11·onn. h,n ini.: hnn a guc,t ;unon;.: us, !I<> f.u t·njo,·cd the :,:oocl· 

will which we display lnw.1nl, C\'l'TY rutiun, th.11 he 11,is t:,illed our father, .md n,ntinucd 1,, IL'Ce1ve 
lhe honour of all as the second per~on nflcr lhr royal throne. 

12 1: But he, not lll·,11in:.: hi, pru11cl po,itinn, took co1111,el 111 d1·p1i1c lh 11f uur kin.:iJ,,111.,,nd t, ,/efn;·, 
of life not only ;\J,1rdo< he," \\'hu is al 1111<<.: our sal'i1111r and pnp, tu.ii bu1ci.1,t,,1, l,111 .,1-o l~,thcr th<· 
blameless pa1lncr 111' rn1r ki11;:don1. tn;:ether with their <:ntirl' 11.,tion, t.r 111;1111i .. td t hicanc1y and 

q deceit· ask111~ f.,r them f , l•r ,ldi;,a,·,I 11f 111 dc:s1111c1iu11. For through tlll'sc \\1lc• he th<,u,.:ht t,, 
catch us isolated and to tran,fcr the kingdom of th,· l'crsi,ins to tlil' :'\facC'doni:rns. 

l fi But \\C hnd 1h.,1 the Jn" whum th" t1<:i1!y.,l}·cd ,dbin h.,d dcll\·('rtd 1 .. d,-.1111, ti .. 11 .ire n., ,·vii-

6 .... , ,ith the false t r-ickcry. 1'~, ,,,\ ,w.-,u1fl,.,n ,, tr ~ 

a~ m~1.lke i ,i.ont to fk L)• lyln~ "r.1(t ovcrrca, he-d.' 
]• •rhc ll·Xt t•I till~ \(.'f :,4,; I:) llt,litl)' lfflllll, th,11._ 1 thi 1. I Jll,llll. "'' J: ,\ > S ' • IM1tol t ll '-•1/Ht !-(C.--1.-,,,,t/. t 1J~tv JI,\. 

;,rn I',.\, ti,,,,., :,0: , lJM\ I' ~ .\. 11,u ,S ·, t'.:{11r•HM'11~ J, ~ .\. ~ ,•,T••• 1 ~· \, • cp1111,.! I rll/"t4 I,~ ,.e;,~r r.-,,~ ,li••,,r (' "hteh tll"}, 
i. c. our prl:dcc.e .;or, , h 1ndcd down• J reJ1I a: follow rni"'r'"•)I a; Cft"crru, u,· T '1'7•,l rov /r. .,,:;., ~aA,w,Tipo;• .;., ,rop{&,,cat­
iaTop,r:.i1• i:ao1 Tei ·11t,u -ru· II~ 1.·µ,11 ,.,1"11r,11 .vT'rHt Tu 11111Q'1 ,, 11 rtTf~,,,,.,.,.,'l, 

exercise .. . u11wortbily. The te'!tt htrc is corrui l ,iJ#f~W ~t.uicrut ,n-," B. ~(,,H ih,,,,ruw • ,a :,c•, ,;f,u 
4'\.'wu1Tn.'orrW Ne·•, nfw~t ,,o,rru·••.TCA»' .. \. I· nuschc's 1it,1fu,9 •.• ~a.µ01"'1"' is not ,·ct}' c;;uasfyinJ::, txs1dc-, which r•• is 
in the wrong p1,tce. 1 ·UO~C!l't c·thcr to read \\1th lcxL ! ... 8 rW,, ,;,.,,fiwr C,t•w:rr•l!On-~1·, or lo follow th,.! hmt .,:;1\'CO by A 
and aCCCJ)l tht.· tat her Ion.: co~[lUUlltl T!J ri;•i· 1in1i,,,,,, nuJro •nwv Ao,,'11 T•;n. It IS.,- t possible that Urulrn t1S an U might 
be rii;ht, the lht.: Lt.:inb ,td\ic h1al ~ in ,i,.J~"' r.pUrrtu: l>ut sucigt.st on made h) l{)sStl, r!a,,.1fu1 (d.~t ol sub t. fonnrd 
from.:, ·,c1tru I, cannot be c:ntcrt.1 l'C , 

\Vhich • handed down. "' ,rnp,&,c11Jio' ,,ut:id mL,lO 'a,; \\C handLd l'lnwn ', but \\oUJd not ht with 
,.;;,., ~cM fo·"T., \\.htch rd1·T t1l chr ,1 1cit's of an c;ullcr ,\bt.: .\. \\ ~lr,.>anl' refers to the ms•r .n•c!l on the: rock of 
Bchi .... 1un, ,, h, 1c:ci>rt111 ,, ,., t.· ,t I die n.:t,;11 • •I .\t·1 Xt :," I" 1.t.ktt.: ui. J t .r dl If> t.1. pt ; J. t ; "- ,, tell •f I ht 
rebellions or S111crdis nnd C..,\1Jllatas. l ullt•r'$ ' •lS \\C Ju,c..· made cle3r' mi~hl be.-. 1r.1ns:at r-n of ~n;.n,.,a.ti~n,,,r, hut 
not (>( ~Upilaf,,!•".r,µo, 

tbe things near a t hand. ru rr,,1,o ,rutu. ipo,. (f. th•· 1·rov. Td. ..,.,XI, ffo,,, .. c1a:U1f'H. 
8. care must be t a.ken. l!cforc rrpou,,.,., supply(£, rr1.- lrom:, ;. 

in o rder that we. l nlt.:ss ,,;, Tu ••• :r,,!.,.t,•1u8n ,s ., c..oi hqu1.,hsm, which 1s raot to he t'Xf'*"' ted in this p.,ssage 
we mu~t emend fii. ftJ tu r.,rruh, ur cbt follm\ 1n \. urltl 5i, 6.1, :43, Z..$\ re.ul W,, , .mi emend irufJf(• to Jl'of.Jf·,u~ or 
truµ,~<u,. 

9. 'tinformations . I 11t,s.t.:hl·. I ,1!.1\,m· N " \, m:tiCrh .• ,11d 1,1r , .. T, "1 ,,;\,1 I .s \ i l 1 1 1, ,, ... "~ h 1 

found in J ur. t(·xts . ;m<l is pcrh:lps suppc•rtc.l by -;.111ritl,1f:A11s m Uld Lac, .tn( 1 
./, ,. r,, iub<,,mus \"utg., both of 

which may point to .,n larllcr corrupnon &utf, 'I'"''· o W"'/J'"' 1 ra1r ~, 1;1<,~mr • .i· 11 ,n. lied in ltxt, ,s suvportt1l b) 
Jos. A111. xi. b. 121 • ,~ is not tit to .,tu·nd an)· lonp. r lo c., u,nnirs ' 

\\'nh 1hi, ch,mgc uf lC>.l, tl«rc: 1s 110 luni;er the ,1uc t1on ut 1Lc form.it r<·1ocallon or the c.uhcr eo cl (Add. fl/, a 
, tep whi,h would s.cm to Ix• opposed 10 1!.c l'crs1.111 rule st.Hc·d 1n 11.m. ,,. 8 1:. t. 1s,:~ cue 1ndetd "tcd whrrc 
Persi.1.n king:, h:wr. rq1t:,1h:d tlu,.:1r ~d1ct5, but the $lrunbCSt .:ngumu~t for ,l dun!-:t.' c,f tc.(t ~eems ln h: 111 the c, uknt 
ant1thcs1~ bet,,cu, tlu.' flt::.l .and set·und cl,tuM .. ·s of 'i'. 9. 

10. Wr yitp · \,.,,,., U N, A, I su~gl~l ,; y.,,1,. 
n Macedou,uu. \'ulg. '<t ,inimo ct i;cntc \l.1rcJo (r. C~thrr ix. ~-I 1,,,\, wluch renders Ly 'lu.,&>, lhc same 

Hcbr. Cl.prC5.!)ion a:, m E!ithc:r i11. 1 1s rendcn.:d Jlovl''"o•, ·1 he word is rio cl,,uLt mtcnded to rcprcsc:nt lLiman as ;\ 
tr;utur, hut It 1:, prot,.1hl) 4.:11:p,0)1 du u \\1111.I hdd 1r ud;.um 11 )' th 1. Jt" , ,, h .. , .. \it:)U(.1.1tc.:c1 n \\lth \nuo1. hu~ I 1•1phane>. 
the hated revcr 10Ml'}' in S)·ria of the .\J.1,cdoni;in pu11cr. • 

~n alien. ~~11th • AJ:»',tblll.' • .,nd · )lo1<t: lun,.trt' , 1,,.~ ... t 1Ul.· Jl.,111.m. n:i. ,t fnn 4:.n~·r. (f. .tlso tl.r: plot n."'Knbcd l • 
him 1c ~·. 14. I l1s malignity is emphasized by ,'ir•f••w<'u,: he h.,d enJoyc-d the pm·1l~,;cs or hospnal,t)'.. , 

11. our father. er. Add. II 6 and v. 3. I or •r..,her' ns ., comphmcn1uy 1111• cp. \\ 11J.:o.,sk1, r.f'. Fn v., p. 50. 
&'-ii the second pertioOR, LL I .>thc:r 111. 1 : ~·c .,bo : l lHl,rt. ). \\ m.;. ,111d 1 1· .. -.d ,aa m. ; N, "'"" utdu;T,it ~ '"''"*• 

«al avyy, ,,q, ~ . .:A,r8'}(1"ffoi • • ••• 
•~- deprive • •• kingdom. I rn 1J.111un ~ mou,t.•, h1mc\·er, \I, A Ii anll EMhcr 111. S· ,Sec .,llk> r:sthtr iii. 11 

It is dirli, ult to :,ec """' 11.m,;in rnuhl hope III i:.1i11 hy lhl! mull\l' uttnbu!cd tu hnn her~ .ind 111 r·. 14. 
13. benefactor. As reu.>rdt.-rl tn lhc roy.,I duu1udcs.. Lsd,cr ,·1. 1. l\uon \\rllc~ tp. -=-HJ:• It ".JS a pomt C'lf ~~onour 

with the Pcr•,t,1n krnbs 10 re\\.ln.l promµtly and 1113J.:1lll1ccnll)" those "'ho umCcrn..:,t_ hem:rat, uptm them (-tf. lier. 111. 138, 
140; , . 11; ,·iii. 8.5; 1.x. 1071. 1\ tt:urdim.! t11 I lcr. \ 111. :,;; lhc J'e1stc1n> haJ tt 5("'tt.'CJal cl.J.s, pf 111cn kno\\TI ,:n Oruan.~11. 
or" ~cfuctoro of the kini;-".' 

14. these wiles. > roUT.,~ A. 
tl'anfifer. µn~, li N: A, fUrnXAni•• 44 74 76 1o6 1::0 236. 

15. trebly-dyed. , ,..., .. l .. ~1Ho,. er. 2 Mace. vm. J4, .w. 3. 
681 naa V )" 
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1 6 doers. but 1,t"ovcrn thcrmelvcs with the most rightcou~ laws. and a rc sons of the :\lost I l ir:h, Most 
\lighty, Living God, who ordereth the kingdom both for us and for our fathers \I ith the most 
excellent governance. 

17 \\•"ill do well therefore not to give elT,•ct to the letters sent l,y llaman the son of llamadathus, 
, ~ bec:i.use the man himself who wruu~ht these things has been hanged with all his house ,ll the gate 

of Susa; for God that ruleth over all hath speedily rendered unto him the ju,ticc th it he merits. 
'" ~ow t/,arfi,rr di,pl.ly the copy of this Idler openly in every phce. and sulTcr the Jews lo obey 
,o their own J.iws, ;inti reinforce them ,o that on the thirteenth clay of the twelfth month ,\Jar, on the 

selfsame day, they may defend themselves against those who att.1.ckeJ them in the time of their 
, , :lllliction: for th" tl,1y hath the c;od who nil..:th over all made to be unto them n day of gladness 

instead of the day of destruction for the chosen race. 
"' Do re ab,1 therefore, among your curnmemorati\'e fe,Livals keep it a notable day with all good 
~.l cheer, that both now and hcn:after it may be a day .,f salvation to us and to the Persians friendly to 

us, but a memorial of destruction to those who conspire against us 
a 1 _ \nd e,·cry Cll}' or countr}' wi1 hout exception which sh.di not do accurding to these commands 

shall fall under our ,n,1th ,ind be tlestroyed wilh lire anti swortl; it sh'.111 be rendered not only 
unpa~sablc for men, but also hateful for all time to beasts and birds. 

,\UDIT IO~ F. 

Tire i11trrprdnliott of tire Dream ef ,J/ordecni. 

Anti ,rardochcns saitl, 'These things arc from God. 

16. sons of the Most High. Cf. llos. i. 10 L,:>. •X?llqqonm •al u(Toi sfoi 11,oi, {wvror. The Jews are members of 
the people "hich Cod ha, created as His 'son·. 

"ho ordercth 'D.rnu, llys1a,pcs, ihe (.111,er nf X r.,c,, was wont to :111ributc JUd~ing from the inscription 
over hi$ tomb at '-al- ,h·i·R-"th1-.1II th.1t hr l,aJ done 10 lhc favour of Ormui I' (.\'f,·,,fr, 's l t11111u. ad lo,,), fr,r 
1hc likeness l,ct"·ccn Persian and Jewish l.ini,:uai:c on lhe ubJeCl d. Ezra ,. 3, ,ii. 21; ll,m. I\·. 3.1 t{., ,i. 27; JN u,i,. 6. 

18. hanged. iO"T11t1•w.,8,u, 1.c. imf>t1ltd. Cf. lcslhcr vu. 10. 
with all h is house. 11:unan'• sons were not .1ctu.11ly mi paled lill the fourlccnlh d,1y of .\dar, 1hm17.h they died 

<1n the thirteenth d.iy. er. 1.,ohcr ix 12 14. ll wa, ondce<l ., Pcr..i.111 cu,1010 to cxecuic lhc fom,ly w11h the guilty 
nne ,,r. D1U1 ,·i. :41, especially in the case of a tr,,itor, but hrn· H.un,m c\ldcntly sulTercd alone. er. Esiher vii 10, 
,·iii. 7. ix. to. 

1')· displa). u:8t '1'H. For ;u,IUn,, . . :\ spt.ci;,11)' ( ,reek-Egyptian \\Ord, cf. Esther iii. 1.i, iv. 8, viii tJ, 1x. J4. 
openly. \\ 1th µ.nu 1r11pp11rrmr ct. l-.sther, iii. 13 ,°,q>0,1>.µ.u<p,u,i,~. 
obey their own laws. For M;,i14on II NA have "'I'""· The s.11ne permission was gin·n by .-\rta,crxcs 10 Etr:1 

(F.•ra ,ii. 25 {.). Cf Jos. A11I. xi,. 3. 3. 
:o. t hirteenth day. Sn Esther ix. 1, l,ut Ao<l. II 6 ha, tlrr ;,,mta11/!, d11y, 

t he •elfsanie do.y. The ,·cry day a1•poin1ed for the destruc11on of the Jews. er. Esther iii. 13,, iii. 1 r. 
:1. ruleth over all ,~ ,'ni 1rc.i.,,a .\. 

chosen race. The Jewish fabricator o( the decree bctr,,ys himself here by an expression 1hat a l'•rso rn king 
would not ha,c used. For flc>.u,,;~- applied to br.wl cf. Ps. cv. 6; r~a. :diii. 20. 

:2. commemorative festivals, I ritische, thml.ing (µi;w out of pl ,ce in a decree addresse·I to Per.ians, and 
unsuuablc in ooncs10n with ,'n-wn·µna\·, "h1ch whtn so used cm1ld not bear its full meaning, sugge.st!J f•· T"rti\: brt,.,,,t~"'' 
,cA.,,pwv ;"1,rni\. \Yt· should thus ha,c 1t'>.IJ1-,w" as the tra.nsl.uion or a ~.,,:), tranbl.ttrng 'on the fcas!s known by lhe 
name or Lots'. Tl1t s.u~t!:tliun b. good, but not e~s.ential. 

a notable day. LI.: .\l.1cr. x\'. 36. Translate, suppl)•ing ,.,.,.,,.,' Keep it (i.e. the 13th day or A.Jar) a nouble 
day: 

23. it may be. After uw,qpin mnny Codd. add ri, . 
a day of salvation. •rwr11,1iu :..tands m .rntithesis hl ,i;.w\,iro·, .tnd ~hould therefore h:1,·c ti1is ~tC:t"l'lll; l· r1tz.schc, 

nc.~lcctin6 rhis, rc:1d, 11wr~p1n (i.e. i,l)<i), but \lrongl)'. The day 1s to be n' ;alurary' day for the Pcr.ians, as \\Cll a., 
a rnemori,il of 1hcir king's dclivc1".1nce. llut they are not c,illed upon to observe the fea,t m lhe Jc" osh way. 

~alvation to us. iJJ(t: :< i.,~,, .\. Frittschc sugf:C',ls ,,1;., here for ;,f';.,, which is in ham10ny w1lh \/1',lf at 
1,ei;mnmg of ·. z2. 

i4. fire and sword, lit. 'spear and fire', 
unpassable ..• ha teful. Cf Jer. xxxi,. 43, h. 6,i; l'.zek. xxv. 13, xxxii. 13. 
for nil time. > ,ir .•• tp<>•u> /\, 

\untTIOS F Tiu 111lcrprelalio11 ,oj tit, Drmm of .Jf,,ttla,1i, -.:. _ I-t o. Add. F consist,; of 10 117'., and i . 
nu111l.icrc,t ,n \ "1~. x. 4 13. anti,, the only one of lhe stx \dds. whocn 1s ~oven thuc on 11, roi;ht place. llut while 1n 
rel.,tum to the c:anonH.:,11 punions it~ position is correct, it Mancls in an inverted rclauun t•' the uncannmcal, Jcronn 
ha, in~ i:athcrc,t 001 ur the iesr all the Adds. which preceded, nnd µlaced them after ,t ma kind of append ox. Jerome 
prelixt1l to thi• Add. the folio" ini; words which separate it Crom Esther x. 3: 'lluae habentur in Hcbrneo plena fide 
txpre~ i. llan. autcm (fU:t.e !)C:quuntur, scripta reperi in ediuone Vulgata quac (;ra•·corum lingua t:l hth:ris con­
tonelur; ct intcrilll ,~•st hntm hbri hoe c:ipitulutn ferebatur; quod iuxrJ consuetudinem no,tram ubtlo, 1d est ,·cru, 
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2 ( r,l ' For I rnm:mbcr omcct111ni. tht tit c.1m \\ hid, I . aw n 'l"-Llini: these th111i:s; 111<1 nr,thinl{ 1hcrt1ol 
is unfulfilled 

.I (1,) ' 'I he li1tle sprinj.! lx:t·am,• ;1 ri\'Cr, ,Jilt! there \\'.as :i li,:ht .rnd the sun ,111,I 11111ch w;1tcr. 
~ (;) 'The river i, EMhcr, ,1hor11 the kini: nurrictl and 111.tdc ,1ut·1. .. , .• \nd the twv ;la:i.,QnS ,11c I and 
;; (RI llaman. i\nd the nation, ,,r,• tho:<c 1l1.1t were ;.:athc1ctl t<\:t:lhlr tu dc.~troy the 11.1111c nf the Jc\\ .... 
t, (11) And Ill)' nation, thi, i,i lsr,1el. \\hid, ni,•d unto f;od .uul ,1erc !l.t\'t.'ll. .\ml th,: Lord ~.1\'crl ll i,i 

people, ;111tl the L oni Jeliv, red us out of n il thc-.c nils. And the I.,,rd 11 ruur,ht tie:ll ~i:!11' ancJ 
wonders, ~uch as have not bten done amonr. the nation~. 

7 ( IOI 'Then furc ,;,. /.,•I,/ 111,td,· l\\ 11 1 .. 1~. 1)11{ tur lit<· i''"i'''' , ,r Cod , 111,I the t>lht:r f,,r .di th<: t tho 
l\ ( 111 nati .. ns, ,11111 thc:<c twu J.,b -.111H· .it tht: huur ,md tin: 11u,1111•nt .rntl th,• d,,y of Ju<l••in;: l,cforc 1;o<f 

(for 1 lis people and for ;111 the nations. 
11 ( 1: l So (;od n·111<;111l,c1 ul l I 1s I" upl1·, .,11.J jn,tilicd 11 i, mhc, it IIILt:. 

10 (Ill · .\nd the,.,· d.,rs ,liall lw u11t11 thc111 in tlw 1111111th .\d;n,on 1h,• f,,1111c.:111h .111d liftc~nth darof thl' 
~.,me IIH>lllh, "rth an :t>St:1111,ly .ind j")' ,,ntl ;.:l.uhwss \,drnl' I ,11d, f1om (:t·ncra11un 111 ,:cncr,1tion lo, 
evtr among I I is people I sr:wl ' 

, 1 /xi)•') l n the lourth y, a, 111 th, 1, i·:n .,f l't .. lcmr and 1 '1t•op;,tr.1, I )n,ithurs, wh" ,;,1id he 1\,1, ,, p1 ic:_,,1 and 

1,ru ta,11m1' In 1 .\.\ J·"'llu·r th:.. \dd.1stht·,r•11dwl111·:111•rt11,tt,,I tl11·lHh•k J1'-'•J1ln:a-.lto" t 114l • ,•.1nc1 
\\ 1tl· en her the Dream of '.\1ordc._~c u or HS mtc:rpu·Utlon. 

I, T hese lhiogs i .. c tht history re urdt.:d 1n the d1.1ptt:rs of cnnun c.,1 I stlu.:r. 
from God. er I · ''""· ~} 1\1 tt, 11M, .1;1 <,fan t1c111 Je1crminc1l by 1,ud'& pro\'lll1ncc, 

-· t he dreom :,« \d, \ 
respecting thes4; tlung-:,. • 11 H, 1 ulc.:m 1· 1 111 ·m11 \ 111 I ht.: 111•upH t.1t,11n f tit '-' .uu m 1.lt::t 1U ''" u u·"' 

3 () 
3 spring become. The t) le of this"' r r 1s natu, 111)' rath<r abrupt. "'l)'J '}''~'" N' \ sec:-,~ better 1h.Jn "'IY9;; U 

\ u):.,,. ,1uitc lllllll'\.l · ,,tnly tt.,m·l 1:11! • tht lit k pi,. '•1.1 uut.: 1,,t.t, ,n l ,,,. •u111, ! , h,.lit .u1,I tltr n.. ml uur 
tl\iwcd mto man)' ,, :uttr') ' Thc:re as tll",thing in the ( ,rc:ek of t."1tl1t r tlic dr(':ln\ or ats mtcrprctatK n t;"J suggut thui.­
·1 l1~ \ lc\,lll1tf1 11! I .~tlh r ,,11..,\\\:r tu 'thl :!11f'r11r . ..1 l" Im: hJ f,t't .,me,, 11,, 1 ·, \\Jllh thl· ,fr')" ,url J• y t 1 du.: Jt:\\ }"' 1 tlat'U 
delan·ranc:e :1.rc: poiuted to h)''l~H· light ;,nJ tht: sun· (cf I· thtr \Iii. tf,J. But cf. Luc. )1~~., ,jA,o~ .-d <I-• 01 ,,'yf110~" 
r 'I\" 'lut6nHh fffH{>UHIII ro1 t)tu1, 

4 t he l WO d rago1>S. > ~,•., . \, !'>u: , \JJ. ,\ 6, 
5. l be notions. S,·,· \t!d, ,\ r,. ·1 he suggewon ,s that the \\hole world was ~,r.,ycil ai;alll t tht peop>~ o1f <,od. 

destroy lhe nan tc, 1.1·. t' c n •) t :uitt nu ut the.~ Jc\\tsh JJt:oph.·. 
6 nty nat ion. \\ L.' -houltl h.i\t', xpt:clt ,tr,~ t, f"'t?,ot ri,l,11(1110• from \<'d .\ {,. 

cried unto God. ~. .\ ';, 
signs and wonder~. Ct I s. , "". 9. 

7. Therefore. Th,,..,, r':ie 1s omittu1 by.\. 
two lot<;. L'f. l h~r 111. i• whid1 .. }io\\s 11.unan :se,·kin)! tn nhtil1n a lt..:ck)· 1ss11c by 'e:t. cf. I ~:lm xiv. 41. 

licrc <...,od's ma~ 1ng t \HJ lob me.ms !!i1u1ply that C ,oJ luuk into If 1s U\\ll .1 l11tr.i.mcnt tht· d, n~:on hc1v.t:c.n tl1s people 
and their · ·ncma· 

8. This ,c:r·t: ,'ltHt,U l,y i~·. but 1s 1nscrtc,l 1n c.hc.· lcmcr m:u~111. 
came . befon, God. !laull1," h K) ,el, th:i! 'llw tlcsttn1cs npre~<ntcd !,y the.• • "' /uljtf/.,f'. Th,y 

t amc before ( ,ud, irnd (, ,I pasH ~ ,i;.t·nu:nt on th1,;m. 
ntoment. .c:m1kl, U, .. >.,;1,,,j Li x \. 
(for llispeopli, ) nnd. )nt ·he ,u;:~cstion is,:oo,, ,n, ha b,<-n incorporatt,l rntn tt,• 1 xt Tht 11uutrn 

I of both I, t , hut th<: 11wn11011 ,,f 1 , he people' tn •• f) m ,y be !he (Jll;(' uf its unussion ,n •• 8. 
9. ju~tified. So it. ();(.] 1. 111110/us td, \ I~ l ul the mc.1011 ~ ht.: ch,tr.1ctcnst1r. m,:inm~ of A,cu1Qit, 

r..f Dem. :uv. 1 !:>ir x, 1. ;:;: • prun,,unc,d thca cat1 ,. l) tllel JS·. 

lO, fourlC:f.:1\th and tiftCClilh dl\y, '"Ill Tt/ ffO.,.• >:..: \ (,co~ T"? f' °'"UC :<G•am1{), '[ he IC:l\", l dJy or ddl\Cr.lnCC 
"~· the 1 ;ti day uf \1!.1r, b, 1 the t.,ct of the ub,,.;n,u><c .,r the festt,a •r tt>< 14th ,,n<l 15th <lays uuscd Jewish 
wrllers tu :,1,;i.:k i•n ;.ln t I Lnauon 

The cxpla11adm1 .a~ bhl'n n l·.~tlu,:r ix. 16-19h as follu,\.._,: lht• Jl'\\"i. m the pro\'im~s ;t\'t:ngl.'d tht"tft~ch·cs on the 
131h Ad.tr, a11J n·s!cd on the 14th; l,ut the Jc"s iu !,;hu,han ""luarc,t t\\o d.1ys !or their \tngc.rncc, ~nd did not re t 
ttll the 15th ,\tlu. 

The 1,1th day \\,1$ the 111mcip.d d,l)', .uut IS rcfrrrcd tu in z !\1.tcc '.'(Y. 36 :u; q \J pao,t111a:; f}f'CjkJ, • 

11. ~~thcr and 1h~ w,,d .. m of the :ion()[ :,arach ;rn· thc f•nly hooks c,t th~ Gre1;k O. ·1, "htch ~lkr any rnform11ton 
;is to their nuthor~h1p nnd d ate. 

I he. uhJL'\.llun ~1.u Ju:c11 ldht't1 .,~.Ull!,t lht' .rn1hcnll1. It) ,,f tlu~ '1:1-t..:-1pt1nn th.tl II rcpn•31i~n1 tht" uutb,1r ,I tht 
\t:r:tion a ... t l'.dt~t1111an jt.'\\, \\ht·1t.!,lS l11s SJ>ccch h.t ..... lll L,:}pt.1.1n •~·h.,ur: Lt.it hi:, n.un1; 'I ~"(11,iui.uhlb ifOU ul l'tnle-­
lll,tt:U:, 

1 
~U;t;.;i"ttt~ .t ,~i!'\lJUdl)' J.~)lHI.Ul nrt,;111. ,tnd it I~ k;..::1t1111 .. 1tC lo .IS.:oUIIIC that ht.• W i'- ,Ill 1 i,!) pli.tU Jt:" \\bt1 tlH(t\t+,:11 

re)1<lc1h:c ,ll J, ,us.u . .:111 l~'"("";llllc "' ·\;,11nt1.:tl \\Ith this llt·l,u·n ,1/,-;:,·//,,h. an,t lianng .1c1.1um.:J ,, k1umle-.l&c vt llchrc,~, 
,ought 10 benefit his Ei:ypti.,n brethren b)' pr,1"ichn~ them w>th a Creek ,ersiun. . 

1t IS indt.l',l impu!':cJhll' tua.,y \\IL-.;.tl11..1 th1 ~ul,~ r1p11rn1 ,,,u .,p111.n1,t"-I hy lhc trn.nsl.,tt,r ,,f tlu: 1,;,UHHlll:,11 lldu,-' 
(.)Ortiuns, u1 Ly the .wthor or mu,q,or.uvr tif tlw .\ddu)un..,. l,ut thcu• l:!9 not.hin}: in tht" ~11t,~cr1µtton lo 1nnkc ll• ht:::i1t Ill' 

to .\Cfl'Pl H) \\1tncss. The \\'1,-,tom of the ~on of S11~n:h wa~ tr•m)l.ltc<1 13~ 11,.(.'. 1 .a.mi It 1s prob,Mc th:u Hehr(·\\ 
Esther was translated about the same tirnr. 

It U<ittl tu be tl111u.::ht tlh1l th-.:, .1tc mJu:,1tccl br the !'tuhscri1,l1nn ,,:., 17S 1 .. t·,, l'tc•lcm)· l'hilctml'tor, "ho r<Hi,.~-.J 
.it th.,t pt:raod, ~in~ wdl ~1SIKlM.:.tl tm\'.:tnls- the Jc\, s:. n:u fur~hl'r iincM i~.u1on h:u 1ho\, u thl\l of thl·. four Pll•lc:mu"S 
who "trc marr1«;d to a LlcuJ.i3lra unly one t l'tolcniy \ ~ 11, Sott:r 11, l..,thyru1) \\.ti m.trrH.·tl tu •t Cleopatra 10 tie 
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a Lcvitc, and l'tolcmacus his son brough l in to Eg;'/'t the Epistle or l 'hrurai /1c1·c set forth, ll'hich 
they said wa, tn1r, and that Lrimachu, t he son of l'tolemat:us, of the dwellers in Jerusalem, had 
interpreted it. 

fourth yea, or his re1;:n. The date th~refore i,- plainly 114 n.c. (sec Jacob,' 1>.is lluch Esther bei den LXX ,' in ZA '/'IV, 
I 890, p. 141 fl'.). • 

Thi, entire ,cr.;e i, omiucd b)' the Luc. l\lSS. (except 19) and Old Lat. 
In the fourth ycnr, i.e. 114 n. c. 
Epistle of Ph rurai. 4•,•ut·,,at H, 1t•w1lpmu tr-:• A, cf. Jo:,. A11t. xi. 6. 13. 4iwu·pi;J. t-eo•a. The 'r p1~tte • does not 

refer mcrcl) to 1hc instructions u( 1.sthcr ix. zo-z~, but to the whole Book of Lsther, "hich is regarded as an Epistle 
from l\lordccu to the Jc" ish people concerning the feast of Purim. 

For the ron11cx1011 of the fc;t~t nf l'urim f Phrunm) wuh the Pcrtil.n F,,r:.1,1nl~~,f11, the Feast (1f the l>ead, cf. 
Paton, J::rt, pp. 64-417. 

o f the dwellers. ,.;,. •• H N, but fritzsche and Lagarde read ,,;,., 
After th,· last wnrcl m r•. 11 H I.: A h:\\'e the subscrirtion 'I "II?,•· 

Oxford: Horace Hart M.A. P rinter to the Uni,·erSity 


