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LOVING THE

H
er n a m e  was Mrs. 

Muse. She lived in 
Belfast, a little tow n  
a b o u t  five miles 
from  the  m idd le  

Tennessee c o m m u n i ty  o f  Lewis- 
burg  where 1 was raised.

For som e reason (I like to  th in k  
it was Providence),  she left the 
school in Belfast to  teach  a t  M c­
C ord  E le m en ta ry  School for a year 
o r  two. She was m y  fifth grade 
teacher.

1 have o f ten  th o u g h t  o f  Mrs.
M u se— her  bright red hair, w arm  
smile, a n d  tasteful clothes. But the  
reason for m y  fond re m e m b ra n c e  
is because I k n o w  she loved me. To 
her, 1 was m o re  th a n  a lo u d -m o u th e d  
11-year-old. 1 was a person.

W h e n  I read the  story o f  Teddy 
Stallard (see p. 22), m y  m in d  w en t 
back  to  m y  c h i ld h o o d  a n d  to  Mrs. 
Muse. My fifth grade teach er  d id n ' t  
delight in m a rk in g  u p  the  pape rs  o f  
h e r  s tudents ,  b u t  she d id  f ind  great 
jo y  in help ing  boys an d  girls value 
them selves  a n d  others.

I also th o u g h t  back  to  o th e r  
teachers  I had. 1 r e m e m b e r  th a t  m y  
sixth grade teacher  called m e  “ im ­
p e r t in e n t” a n d  s lapped  m e  in the  
face. She was a sarcastic lady w ho  
seem ed  to  en joy  m a k in g  kids look 
foolish before th e  rest o f  the  class. I 
have never  forgotten h e r  w ords 
spoken  in anger  . . .  o r  the  slap.

S o m e  o f  the  coaches, w hose P.E. 
classes 1 h ad  the  m is fo r tune  to  a t ­
tend, seem ed  to  co ns ider  padd l ing  
som e o f  us guys the ir  favorite form 
o f  exercise. O n e  par t icu la rly  sadis­
tic coach  in ju n io r  high seem ed  to  
delight in seeing the  “ second  
s tring” guys suffer. I r e m e m b e r  this 
m a in ly  because he left m e  to  walk 
h o m e  af te r  football practice o ne  
day  with  two b ro k en  bones  in m y  
left ankle. He w o u ld n ’t  even help  
m e  o ff  the  playing field.

But Mrs. M use  was a n o th e r  
story. She w asn 't  ju s t  k in d  a n d  e n ­
couraging, she knew  how  to  w het

o u r  appe ti te s  tor learn ing  by m a k ­
ing it fun. We d id  a lot o f  h ands -on  
projects. I f  we w e re n ’t m a k in g  
m o d e ls  o f  S h akespea re ’s Stra tford  
theater,  we were frosting cand les  or 
ca rv ing  soap. A lm o st  daily, we 
spen t  t im e  d iscussing  c u r re n t  a f ­
fairs. Jo h n  K e n n e d y  was president,  
K h ru sh ch ev  was busy b ang ing  his 
shoe o n  tables, a n d  M u h a m m a d  
Ali was still Cassius  Clay.

I can  relate to  Teddy  Stallard. I 
knew  w h a t  it was like to  be on  the 
ou ts ide  look ing  in. I was a wiggly 
ch i ld— the  class c lown w h o  liked to 
m a k e  o th e r  people  laugh. I ta lked 
to o  m u c h  a n d  a l iena ted  peers and  
so m e  teachers.

My m o m  a n d  d ad  were salt o f  
the  ea r th  folks w h o  gave th e ir  four 
sons every th ing  they  needed , bu t 
so m e  peop le  in o u r  tow n  looked  
d o w n  on  us. M y d ad  w orked  at a 
factory a n d  was the  j a n i to r  a t  o u r  
church .  We d id n ' t  get a ca r  until 
th e  year  I w en t  to  the  f ifth  grade, 
a n d  the  S tu d e b a k e r  we got was the 
s a m e  age as 1 a n d  m y  tw in  brother.

We were on  the  fringe o f  the  “ in 
g ro u p ” a t  school d u r in g  o u r  ele­
m e n ta ry  years, a n d  m y  self-esteem 
was generally  low.

The 1964 school year was grow­
ing to  a close. It was ab o u t  

3:30 in the  a f te rn o o n .  I had  stayed 
late to  help  Mrs. M u se  s traighten 
u p  the  classroom . I en joyed  being 
nea r  her  because  she always m ade  
m e  feel be t te r  a b o u t  m yse lf  T he  
next day, I was to  play  th e  role o f  
an  a t to rn ey  in a m o c k  trial.  My 
low self-esteem  c a m e  through.

“ I’m  sure I w o n 't  w in  the  case,” 1 
m o a n ed .  “ Bill ( the  o p p o s in g  a t to r­
ney) is m u c h  m o re  p o p u la r  th a n  I. 
I 'm  sure th e  class will take  his side 
instead o f  m ine .”

“ M ark , you  m u s t  n o t  p u t  your­
self  dow n!” ch ided  Mrs. Muse. 
“ You are a very inte lligent young  
m an ,  w ith  so m e  excep t iona l  ta l­
ents.  You’re witty, a n d  you  are able
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M A R K  G R A H A M ,  M a n a g in g  E d ito r  o f  H o l l l l C S S

UNLOVELY
to convey y o u r  th o u g h ts  so well 
with a pencil a n d  paper. G o d  has 
created you for so m e  w onderfu l 
purpose.

" D o n ’t w orry  a b o u t  w ha t the 
other ch ild ren  th in k  o r  say. Young 
people can  be cruel at  times, bu t  
you ju s t  have to  believe in yourse lf  
—I do.”

She closed by saying th a t  she 
thought I w ou ld  do  an  excellent 
job in " c o u r t” the  next day. I did.

As Teddy S tallard never  forgot 
Miss T h o m p s o n ,  n e i th e r  d id  1 for­
get Mrs. Muse. A few years ago, 
when I served on  the  s ta ff  o f  the 
governor o f  Tennessee, I sent her  a 
letter. 1 th a n k e d  her  for believing in 
me w hen  I d id n ’t believe in myself, 
and for instilling w ith in  m e  the  
confidence th a t  G o d  h ad  created  
me for so m e  special purpose .

W ha tever  success 1 have achieved 
in life. 1 owe to  G o d .  m y  parents,  
to the N az a ren e  role m ode ls  in m y  
hom etow n, a n d  to  a few loving 
teachers like Mrs. Muse,

Now th a t  I a m  a fa ther  w ith  a 
son o f  m y own. w h o  is very m u c h  
like I was w hen  I was young, I long 
to tell teachers  everywhere, “ Look 
for the  best in you r  ch ild ren .  Love 
them uncond it iona lly .  E ncou rage  
them. R ecognize  th a t  they are ju s t  
little pe rsons  on the ir  way to  be ­
coming big p e rso n s— w ith  real feel­
ings a n d  b u n d le s  o f  raw poten tia l.

Like Mrs. M use, a good  teacher  
can challenge a  ch i ld  to  go beyond  
his greatest expecta tions.  A bad  one

can  m a k e  a child  feel m o re  w o r th ­
less th a n  last m o n th ’s newspaper.

I can  recall Mrs. Leverette, Mrs. 
Adcock, an d  o thers  w ho  taugh t  m y 
S u n d ay  School classes as a child. 
They  d id n ’t receive any  ear th ly  re­
wards for the ir  efforts, b u t  1 th ink  
they will have a special place in 
heaven  as c o m p e n sa t io n  for the ir  
willingness to  love kids who, m a n y  
times, w eren ’t all th a t  lovable.

Thankfully , there  are  m a n y  lov­
ing, c o m p ass io n a te  teachers  in o u r  
chu rches  a n d  schools. My wife, 
Cathy, is o n e  o f  them . A th ird  
grade teach er  at a public  school in 
o u r  ne ighbo rhood ,  she looks for 
the  best in kids a n d  tries to  disci­
p line  th e m  w ith o u t  d am ag in g  the ir  
egos. She m akes  a  special effort to  

love them , a n d  they 
know  it. I can  tell by the  
way they (even the  boys) 
crowd a ro u n d  to  hug  her  
a t  the  close o f  the  day  
a n d  by how  they flock to  
o u r  h o m e  af te r  school.

Evangelist Charles  
Higgins, in revival at 
K ansas  City  First 
C hurch ,  dec lared  th a t  we 
are stewards o f  G o d 's  
grace. In o th e r  words, 

G o d ’s grace is freely given to  us 
(even th o u g h  we were q u i te  u n ­
lovable ourselves) so th a t  we m igh t 
be grac ious to  others. G o d  loves us 
uncond it iona lly ,  a n d  th a t ’s the  way 
we are to  love o th e rs— even w hen  
T o m m y  pu ts  P lay-D oh  in Suzie's  
ha ir  o r  w h en  Billy shou ts  the 
L o rd ’s P rayer  at a decibel level tha t  
w ou ld  d ro w n  o u t  a 747.

K ids w o n ’t necessarily re m e m b e r  
w ho  ta u g h t  th e m  to  read, write, 
an d  do  m a th ;  however, they will 
never  forget those  persons, like 
Mrs. Muse, w h o  love th e m  w ithou t  
cond it ions .  It 's a good  idea for all 
o f  us to  re m e m b e r— even if we're 
n o t  teachers.  iq
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R O G E R  L. H A H N

Portraits o f  Jesus in John

Freedom in the Son
Therefore, i f  the Son makes you  

free, you will be reallv free  (John  
8:36).*

Freedom  is o n  everybody’s 
m ind .  T h e  events  unfo ld ing  
in  Eastern  E u ro p e  a n d  the  

Soviet U n ion ,  as well as the  libera­
t ion  o f  Kuw ait,  have focused 
w orldw ide a t ten t io n  o n  the  desire 
for a n d  the  cos t o f  freedom. N o ­
b o d y  w an ts  to  be in bondage; ev­
erybody  w an ts  to  be  free. T h e  q ues­
t ion  is how  freedom  can  be 
obta ined .

Jesus offered the  possibility  o f  
f reedom  in J o h n  8:31-32. H is  Jew­
ish au d ien c e  rejected the  idea o f  
slavery w ith  a defensive assertion  
o f  the ir  f reedom  in verse 33. Jesus 
responded  in verses 35-36 by  m ore  
precisely d e f in ing  the ir  bondage  
a n d  th e  fact th a t  t ru e  f reedom  is 
on ly  fo u n d  in  the  S on  o f  G od.

Jesus’ p rom ise ,  “T h e  t ru th  will 
set you  free,” in  Jo h n  8:32 is the  
c l im ax  o f  th ree  results  p ro m ise d  to  
those  w h o  ab ide  in  H is  word. Jesus 
began  H is  sen tence  in verse 31 
w ith  the  w ord  if. “ I f  you  ab ide  in 
m y  word.” F reedom  is always c o n ­
d itional;  it has  a price th a t  m u s t  be 
paid. In th is  text, f reedom  requires 
th a t  the  w ord  o f  Jesus b ec o m e  the  
c en te r  a n d  source o f  life. “A b id ing” 
in the  w ord  o f  Jesus does n o t  m e a n  
m a n y  h o u rs  read ing  the  red-let tered 
w ords in  the  New T estam ent.  W h e n  
Jesus spoke o f  ab id ing  in H is 
“word,” H e m e a n t  m o re  th a n  the  
Bible. H is w ord  is the  w hole  m es­
sage a n d  im p a c t  o f  bo th  H is life 
a n d  H is teachings. W h e n  the  m e a n ­
ing o f  Jesus b ecom es  the  cen te r  o f  
o u r  lives— w h en  the  w hole  reality 
o f  Jesus b ecom es  o u r  dwelling place 
— several results will take  place.

The first result o f  genu ine  a b id ­
ing in C hris t’s message is th a t  we

b ec o m e  a u th e n t ic  disciples. In the  
New T es tam en t  world, a  disciple was 
one  w h o  learned  by living with  a 
m a s te r  teacher. T h e  teacher 's  life 
a n d  th e  teach er’s m o u th  team -  
ta u g h t  the  disciple. U ntil  we cen te r  
o u r  life a ro u n d  th e  message o f  Je­
sus, t ru e  d isc ip leship  will never  h a p ­
pen. As th e  w ords o f  Chris t  a n d  life 
o f  C hris t  are fo rm ed  in us, o u r  disci­
p lesh ip  bec o m e s  au th e n t ic  a n d  we 
c an  m o d e l  as well as p roc la im  Jesus.

The second result m e n t io n e d  in 
verse 32 is th a t  we will k n o w  the  
t ru th .  In J o h n ’s Gospel ,  th e  t ru th  is 
u lt im ate ly  Jesus himself, as Jo h n  
14:6 shows, “ I a m  the  way, the  
t ru th ,  a n d  the  life.” K now ledge o f  
the  t ru th  is n o t  th e  m as te ry  o f  facts 
b u t  par t ic ipa t ion  in Christ. O n ly  as 
we f ind  th e  m e a n in g  a n d  c e n te r  o f  
o u r  lives in  C hris t  do  we 
au then t ica l ly  k n o w  G od ,  
a n d  th u s  th e  tru th .

The third result is th a t  
th is  trusting ,  o b ed ien t  rela­
t io n sh ip  with  G o d  sets the  
believer free. Ironically, the  
m e a n in g  o f  f reedom  is al­
ways d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  the  
b ondage  th a t  is being  e n ­
forced. T h e  Jews im m e d i ­
a tely re sponded  in verse 33 
th a t  they  had  never  been  
in bondage. O n e  w onders  
how  they  cou ld  m a k e  such  a s ta te ­
m ent.  T h e  R o m a n s  occup ied  Pal­
estine a t  the  very m o m e n t ,  a n d  the  
Jews had  on ly  en joyed  100 years o f  
political in d e p en d e n ce  in  the ir  p re­
vious 600  years o f  history. H ow ­
ever, Jesus ignored the  issue o f  p o ­
litical f reedom  a n d  spoke o f  the  
b ondage  o f  sin in  verse 34, “Every­
one  w ho  practices  sin is a slave o f  
sin.” Regardless o f  o n e ’s de f in i t ion  
o f  sin, Jesus dec lared  th a t  s inn ing  
enslaves a person  to  sin. O bed ien t ,  
t rus t ing  re la t ionsh ip  with  G o d  sets

a person  free from  th a t  ens lav ing  
pow er  o f  sin. Both  verse 32 an d  
verse 36 p o in t  to  Jesus as the  A gent 
o f  freedom  from  the  b o n d ag e  o f  
sin. In fact, verse 36 dec lares  th a t  
the  on ly  real freedom  is the  free­
d o m  from s in ’s bon d ag e  th a t  
c o m e s  from  Christ .

We are  easily a t t rac ted  to  these 
verses because  o f  the  appea l ing  
pow er  o f  the  words, truth a n d  free. 
But the  truth is Jesus a n d  \he free­
dom  is n o t  freedom  in general, b u t  
f reedom  from  sin. 1 Jo h n  3:8 in d i ­
cates th a t  C h ris t  c a m e  “ in o rd e r  
th a t  he  m igh t  des troy  the  w orks o f  
the  devil.” T h e  p u rp o se  o f  C h r is t ’s 
c o m in g  is f re ed o m — freedom  from 
sin. T h a t  freedom  is a  result  o f  a 
trusting , o b ed ien t  ab id ing  in the  
w ord  o f  Christ .

T he  truth is Jesus, and 
the freedom is not freedom 

in general, but freedom 
from sin.

For further study: (1) Read Ro­
mans 6:12-23. Jot down several 
ways in which Paul gives specific 
applications o f  Jesus’ words in John
8. (2) Read Galatians 5:1-15. List 
several ways freedom  can provide 
an opportunity fo r  self-centered liv­
ing. (3) A sk  the Lord to help you 
abide in the word o f  Christ and ex­
perience the promised results.
'S c rip tu re  q u o ta tions  are the  au thor's  o w n  translation.

Roger L. Hahn teaches New Testa­
ment at Southern Nazarene Univer­
sity. rq
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General
Superintendent’s VIEWPOINT

Harvest from the Sea
BY EUGENE L. STOWE

A fisherman on a 

rainy Rio beach 

models timeless truths 

about becoming 

fishers o f  men.

The year  o f  “ H arves t  N ow ” is 
well u n d e r w a y .  A c ro s s  th e  
world, a great g roup  o f  new 

N azarenes  were received in to  m e m ­
bersh ip  on  Easter  S u n d ay — the  first- 
fruits o f  the  94,000 w h o m  we believe 
t h e  L o r d  is g o i n g  to  a d d  to  H is  
C h u r c h  t h r o u g h  th e  d o o r s  o f  o u r  
c h u rc h  th is  year. We’re pray ing  tha t  
every cong regation  will be  involved 
in the  harves t— th a t  every p as to r  will 
repor t  a t  least one  received by p ro ­
fession o f  faith.

I 've b e e n  w o n d e r in g  w h a t  Je sus  
w ou ld  have to ld  us a b o u t  how  to  get 
th e  h a r v e s t  in. H e  c o u l d n ' t  q u o te  
such  ex p e r ts  as Pe te r  Wagner, W in  
A rn ,  o r  M ic h a e l  G r e e n  (all g o o d  
m e n ) .  H e c o u l d n ’t e n d o r s e  “ E v a n ­
ge l ism  E x p lo s io n ”— it h a d n ’t b ee n  
written.

I th in k  th a t  H e w ou ld  tell us the  
sam e th ings H e  to ld  H is disciples in 
the  first century. H is words were d e ­
cep tive ly  s im ple .  T h e  on ly  a u t h o r ­
ities H e  q u o te d  were Bible writers. 
He to ld  lots o f  stories. His teachings 
were easy to  u n d e rs ta n d .  T h ey  still 
are.

Take harvest, for exam ple . O n  oc­
c a s io n  H e d id  sp e ak  a b o u t  sow ing  
a n d  r e a p i n g  g r a in .  B u t  H e  s p e n t  
m u c h  o f  H is  t im e  on  a n d  nea r  the 
Sea o f  Galilee. T h e  first disciples w ho 
a n s w e re d  H is  call were  f ish e rm e n .  
It's on ly  na tu ra l  th a t  the  first evan ­
gelist’s c o m m iss io n  H e gave was, “ I 
will m a k e  you  fishers o f  m e n ” (M a t ­
thew  4:19).

La te r  on, w hen  they h ad  fished all 
night a n d  b ro u g h t  in no  harvest from 
t h e  s e a .  H e  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e m  to  
c h a n g e  t h e i r  t e c h n i q u e — “ T h r o w  
y o u r  n e t  o n  t h e  r ig h t  s id e  o f  th e  
b o a t "  ( J o h n  21:6, N IV ).  A n d  they  
c a u g h t  m o r e  f ish  t h a n  th e y  co u ld  
handle!

O n  m y  m o s t  recen t tr ip  to  S ou th  
A m erica ,  th e  M aster  taugh t  m e  som e

lessons a b o u t  harvesting. I was stay­
ing in a hotel in Rio de Janiero. My 
ro o m  over looked  the  bay. It was ra in ­
ing, and  very few people were on  the  
beach. O n e  o f  th e m  was a m a n  w ho 
was fishing with a h an d - th ro w n  net. 
As I w atched  him, I no ted  four t im e ­
less te chn iques  th a t  he dem onstra ted .

1. T im in g  is  im p o r ta n t .  E a r ly  
m o r n in g  was the  best t im e  to  fish. 
Later  on. crowds o f  people would  fill 
th e  b e a c h  a n d  go s w im m in g .  T h e  
H oly  Spirit will give us gu idance  in 
f ind ing  the  m os t  o p p o r tu n e  t im e  to  
witness. His t im in g  is always right.

2. C o n d i t io n s  a re  n o t  a lw a y s  
ideal. T h is  f ish e rm a n  d id n 't  let the  
ra in  s top  h im . H e d id n ' t  wait  until 
the  sun  ca m e  out. A nd  there will a l­
w ays be s i tu a t io n s  th a t  d o n ’t seem  
ideal for evangelism. But we dare  not 
p u t  o ff  this  vital work. If  it is G o d ’s 
tim e. He will help  us overcom e o b ­
stacles.

3. D on’t give up. T h ere  were tim es  
w hen  the  net c a m e  in empty, b u t  he 
kep t on  th row ing  it out. Sa tan 's  m ost 
effective w eapon  is d iscouragem ent.  
I f  we d o n ’t see im m e d ia te  results, he 
will do  his best to  conv ince  us th a t  
there  is no  use to  try again. My par­
en ts  taugh t  m e  this  im p o r ta n t  lesson: 
“ If  at  first you  d o n ' t  succeed, try. try 
again.” T h is  f ish erm an  f inally  caught 
fish because  he w o u ld n ’t quit.  G o d  
will give us souls if  we d o n ’t give up.

4. Keep the sm all f is h  too. W hile  I 
was watching, he d id n ’t b r ing  in any  
big fish. But the  small ones seem ed 
im p o r ta n t  to  h im , an d  he kept them . 
It’s w onderfu l  w hen  we w in  im p o r ­
t a n t  p e o p l e  to  C h r i s t .  B u t  J e s u s  
r e a c h e d  o u t  to  t h e  p o o r ,  th e  u n ­
educated ,  the  sick, an d  even the  chil­
d re n .  E very  p e r s o n  is v a lu a b le  in 
G o d ’s sight.

M a y  all o u r  ne ts  b r in g  in  a r ich 
“ Harvest Now.” ^
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Fundamentals for 
Life of Prayer

E.

a

Recently, a seem ingly  s im ple 
ques tion  has cap tu red  m y  

. a t ten t ion .  “W h a t  are the  
e lem en ts  necessary to  a life o f  
prayer?” In o th e r  words, w h a t’s the 
b o t to m  line to  an  effective prayer 
jo u rn e y  with  G o d ?  T h e  ques tion  
a ssum es a saving re la t ionsh ip  with 
the  Lord  Jesus Christ . But beyond  
that, w ha t  c a n n o t  be left o u t  if  one  
is serious a b o u t  develop ing  prayer­
ful c o m m u n ic a t io n  with  G od?  
M aybe  the  q uery  is n o t  so sim ple 
af te r  all!

1 d o n ’t th in k  I have all the  a n ­
swers, b u t  let m e  share so m e o f  the  
clues th a t  have been  d aw n in g  on  
me. You can  im prove  on these 
ideas, b u t  let's a t  least th in k  to ­
gether on  this vital issue.

T h e  m ost  crucial e lem en t  to  a 
w orthw hile  p rayer  life is Inten- 
tionality. W ith o u t  in ten tion ,  p rayer  
will n o t  happen ,  except in m o ­
m e n ts  o f  life’s emergencies. We are 
all a c q u a in te d  with  “ foxhole” 
prayers o f  one  k ind  or  another. 
W h e n  life com es  crashing in. the 
h u m a n  spirit instinctively calls o u t  
to  its Creator.  But th a t  is n o t  the  
k ind  o f  pray ing  we are giving a t te n ­
t ion  to  in this c o lu m n  from m o n th  
to  m o n th .  A life o f  p rayer  hap p e n s  
on ly  w hen  we intend  to  pray.

T h e  p rayer life o f  Jesus is always 
instructive. In M a rk  1:35 we read. 
“Very early in the  m orn ing ,  while it 
was still dark , Jesus got up, left the  
house a n d  w ent o f f  to  a solitary 
place, where he p rayed” (NIV). No 
h ap p e n s ta n ce  praying here. You 
can feel the  purposeful,  deliberate  
choice He has m a d e  to  pray.

T h e  t roub le  with " in ten t iona l i tv "  
is th a t  it sounds  so m u c h  like

“c o m m i tm e n t” o r  “discipline,” an d  
we d o n ' t  like those  words. We d o n ’t 
w an t  th e m  to app ly  to  the  life lived 
in the  “ freedom  o f  the  Spirit," bu t 
they do! I f  I a m  going to  develop  a 
m a tu re  life o f  prayer, th e n  I will in­
tend  to  do  it. I will m a k e  the  c o m ­
m i tm e n t  necessary! If  I d o  n o t  be­
gin here, th e n  I sh o u ld  no t be too  
su rprised  if  I en d  u p  with  a spas­
m o d ic  p rayer life th a t  goes n o ­
where.

It’s in te resting— I have n o  t r o u ­
ble with  th is  con c ep t  w hen  it 
co m es  to  an y th in g  else w orthw hile  
in life. If  I d rea m  o f  b ec o m in g  an  
artist,  m usic ian ,  teacher, minister, 
m echan ic ,  o r  whatever,  w ith o u t  in ­
te n t io n a l ly ,  w ith o u t  c o m m itm e n t ,  
it will never happen .  Why. 
then ,  is in ten t iona l i tv  in 
p rayer such a p rob lem ?

A n o th e r  vital e lem e n t  to  
an  ongoing  p rayer  life is 
Consistency. I a m  n o t  sug­
gesting a regulated t im e ­
table th a t  o the rs  “o u g h t” 
to  follow. T h e  issue is p a t ­
tern. W h e n  viewed over a 
given length o f  tim e, is 
p rayer  ev ident in any  c o n ­
sistent m a n n e r?  T h e  design 
m ay  have “holes” an d  
“gaps" here an d  there, b u t  a visible 
p a t te rn  shou ld  appear.

Again. Jesus sets the  pat tern .  N ot 
on ly  d id  He pray early in the 
m orn ing ,  b u t  He prayed at o the r  
t im es  too. “A fter  leaving them , he 
w ent up  on  a m o u n ta in s id e  to  
pray. W h e n  evening  cam e, the  boat  
was in the  m idd le  o f  the  lake, and  
he was a lone  on  la n d ” (M ark  
6:46-47, NIV). “O n e  o f  those  days 
Jesus w en t o u t  to  a m o u n ta in s id e  
to  prav, an d  spen t the  n igh t praving 
to  G o d ” (L uke  6:12, NIV). “ But 
Jesus o ften  w ithdrew  to lonely 
p laces an d  p rayed” (5:16. NIV).

P rayer  was such  a cons is ten t  oc­
cu rren c e  in H is life th a t  it was evi­
d e n t  to  an y o n e  w h o  knew  H im  at 
all. H is life o f  p rayer  invited  the  
disciples to  ask Jesus to  teach  th e m  
how  to  pray. His in te n t io n a l i tv  and  
consis tency  were com pell ing!  T here  
was a r h y th m  o f  p raye r  to  H is life 
a n d  ministry. It was in to  the  
crow ds to  heal a n d  restore, getting 
a lone  to  pray, back  to  m in is try  
with  the  m u lt i tudes ,  w ithd raw ing  
to  be with  the  Lather.

W hereas ,  in te n t io n a l i tv  speaks of  
c o m m itm e n t ,  consis tency  p o in ts  to 
obedience.  In ten t io n a l i ty  is only  
“good in te n t io n s” w i th o u t  the  
follow-through o f  cons is ten t  o b e ­
dience. D o  I re spond  to  Jesus ' call

W h a t  do those 
Christians who pray 
so effortlessly and 

constantly know that 
the rest o f  us don’t?

to  p rayer  with any  p a t te rn  at all?
I have c o m e  to  realize th a t  those 

w ho  seem to  pray  so effortlessly 
a n d  con s tan t ly  have bu ilt  the ir  
p rayer so jou rns  by in te n t io n  and  
consistency. T h ey  m a d e  a c o m m i t ­
m e n t  a n d  were obed ien t .  W h a t  I 
a m  privileged to  witness is the  
overflow!
E. Dee Freeborn teaches practical the­
ology and spiritual formation at Naza­
rene Theological Seminary. ^

DEE FREEBORN
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M O R R IS  A. W EIG ELT

The Dangers of Fragmentation

In an  increasingly  co m plex  
world, f ra g m en ta t io n  bec o m e s  
a p o te n t  e n e m y  o f  the  sp ir i­

tual life. F ra g m en ta t io n  w eakens  
focus an d  des troys peace. Joy an d  
effectiveness are seriously depleted.

T h e  effect o f  f ra g m en ta t io n  is 
quickly visible in co m p u te rs .  M ost 
com pu te rs  store in fo rm a t io n  on  a 
hard disk. Files are s to red  in the  
next available o p e n  sector. If  the  file 
is too  long for the  open  sector, the 
next e m p ty  un it  (however far away) 
is identified, a n d  the  re m a in d e r  o f  
the in fo rm a t io n  is stored  there.

D uring  the  course  o f  m a n y  era ­
sure a n d / o r  storage p rocedures ,  in ­
form ation  is no  longer sto red  in 
con t iguous  locations. T h e  c o m p u ­
ter m u s t  spend  m o re  a n d  m o re  
time search ing  for the  in fo rm a tio n  
that is now  stored  in widely sepa­
rated locations. T h e  efficiency o f  
the c o m p u te r  decreases. Soon, a 
norm ally  speedy c o m p u te r  gets 
bogged d o w n  in search and f in d  
operations, a n d  it func t ions  at a 
frustratingly slow speed.

T h e  ana logy  is painfully  clear.
We live in an  increasingly c o m p l i ­
cated world. T h e re  are so m a n y  d e ­
m a n d s  u p o n  o u r  lives th a t  we get 
involved in far to o  m a n y  activities. 
We f ind  ourselves s tre tched  in ev­
ery d irec tion .  Soon, the  efficiency 
o f  o u r  lives decreases. We f ind  o u r ­
selves frustra ted  a n d  ineffective. 
N orm al  o p e ra t io n s  take  an  in o r ­
d in a te  a m o u n t  o f  time.

T h o m a s  Kelly, in A Testament o f  
Devotion, writes: “We feel hones tly  
the  pull o f  m a n y  obliga tions  an d  
try to  fulfill th e m  all. A n d  we are 
unhappy, uneasy, strained, o p ­
pressed, a n d  fearful we shall be 
shallow. . . . We have h in ts  th a t  
there is a way o f  life vastly r icher  
an d  d ee p er  th a n  all th is  hu rr ied  ex­
istence, a life o f  u n h u r r ie d  serenity  
a n d  peace an d  power. If on ly  we

cou ld  slip over  in to  th a t  C enter!” 
(New  York: H a rp e r  an d  Row, 1941, 
115).

We are keenly aw are  o f  the  strug­
gle th a t  Kelly so succinctly  s u m ­
marizes. We know  th a t  t e m p ta t io n  
has greater pow er w hen  we are 
weary. We know  th a t  G o d  d id  no t 
design us for such  a labored exis­
tence. Spiri tual dev e lo p m e n t  
crashes to  a standstill.

It bec o m e s  qu ick ly  an d  painfully  
obv ious  th a t  o u r  lives are n o t  ce n ­
tered  in G o d — th a t  we are no t  liv­
ing from  the Center. We are strug­
gling ju s t  to  cope from day  to  day. 
All the  while, we are longing for 
the  creativ ity  a n d  peace an d  poise 
for w hich  G o d  des igned us.

A n u m b e r  o f  writers talked 
a b o u t  C hris t ian  s im plic ­
ity. T h e  D an ish  ph iloso ­
p h e r  K ierkegaard  w rote 
th a t  pur ity  o f  heart is to 
will one  thing. A ugustine  
w rote th a t  o u r  hearts  are 
restless until  they find 
the ir  rest in God.

A c o n te m p o ra ry  w rit­
er, R icha rd  Foster, de ­
f ines  sim plic ity  in P au ­
line terms: “ It is one  
th ing  for G o d  to  co m e  
in to  us (an d  a very nec­
essary thing), b u t  it is q u i te  a n o th e r  
for us to  c o m e  in to  G od. . . . W h e n  
G o d  co m es  in to  us we still have a 
cer ta in  au to n o m y ,  w hen  we co m e  
in to  G o d  we have c o m e  IN. H e is 
in all an d  th rough  all a n d  above 
all. W h e n  we are  in Christ , t ru ly  in 
Christ ,  o u r  deeds a n d  w ords are o f  
o n e  piece, because they bo th  flow 
from a single S pring” (Freedom o f  
Simplicity [New York: H a rp e r  and  
Row, 1981], 82).

Jesus invited  us to  “seek first his 
k ingdom  a n d  his righteousness, 
an d  all these th ings will be given to 
you as well” (M a tth ew  6:33, NIV).

Paul echoed  this  teach ing  w hen  he 
wrote: “ But one  th ing  I do  . . .  I 
press on  tow ard  the  goal to  win the  
prize for w hich G o d  has called m e 
heavenw ard  in Chris t  Jesus” (Phi- 
l ipp ians 3:13-14, NIV).

F ragm en ta tion  on  the  hard  disk 
o f  the  c o m p u te r  is solved by a p ro ­
gram  th a t  rewrites all o f  the  stored 
in fo rm ation  in con t iguous  sectors. 
F ragm en ta t ion  in h u m a n  beings is 
solved by reordering  an d  rear­
ranging  life.

R icha rd  Foster suggests several 
steps in the  process. First, he rec­
o m m e n d s  the  d iscipline o f  silence, 
in w hich  we learn to  listen afresh 
to  the  voice o f  G o d  himself. Sec­
ond , he re c o m m e n d s  th a t  we get in 
tu n e  with  the  G od-g iven  cycles o f

life. A th ird  step is to  learn to 
refuse to  live beyond  o u r  m ean s  
emotionally . W h e n  we give ou t 
m ore  th a n  we take in, we are 
headed  for disaster. Fourth , he sug­
gests th a t  we reflect regularly on 
the  significance o f  events an d  ideas 
(Freedom o f  Simplicity, 89-93).

A life o f  stable sim plic ity  before 
G o d  brings a rich harvest in spiri­
tual fo rm ation .  C erta in ly  such s im ­
plicity is a t  the  hear t  an d  core o f  
holiness!

Use you r  jo u rn a l  to  reorganize 
an d  reprioritize y ou r  life in light o f  
you r  allegiance to  Christ! ^

W h o'ho can find  a life 
of stable simplicity in 

the whirlwind of  
contemporary life?
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PRACTICING THE PRESENCE 
OF GOD

B rother L aw rence Teaches Us 
the S ecret o f  the L ife  o f  H o ly  D evotion

BY ROBERT E. COLEMAN, P R O F E S S O R  O F E V A N G E LISM , T R IN IT Y  E V A N G E LIC A L D IV IN ITY  SCH O O L

T
ru th  is m ost beautiful 

w h e n  c l o th e d  w i th  
h u m il i ty .  A n d  it is 
never so p ro found  as 
w h e n  m a k in g  p la in  

the way o f  holiness.
P e rh a p s  t h a t  is w h y  B ro th e r  

L a w ren c e ’s T h e  P ractice  o f  th e  
Presence o f  G od  has been read by 
m i l l io n s  o f  p e o p le  see k in g  th e  
h ig h es t  good . W ith  c a p t iv a t in g  
simplicity, unconsc ious  sa in thood  
is seen in the daily, routine, tasks 
c o m m o n  to every m a n  an d  w o m ­
an. T h ere  is no  fanciful theory ; 
no  s t r u t t in g  w ith  p io u s  w ords. 
Just the gentle witness o f  one, u n ­
learned in the ways o f  the  world, 
w ho found how every experience 
o f  life can be filled with the glory 
o f  G o d ’s presence.

Som etim es  called Law rence o f  
the  R esurrec tion ,  N icho las  H e r­
m an  was b o rn  o f  lowly paren ts  at 
Herimesnil,  Lorraine, France, in 
1611. H e was raised in p o o r  cir­
cum stances  with no form al ed u ­
cation. As a youth, he served for 
a t im e  in the  army, Fighting in the 
bloody church  wars th a t  ravaged 
E u r o p e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  A 
w o u n d  he received in battle  left 
h im  with a l im p  the  rest o f  his 
life.

A t th e  age o f  18, he  e x p e r i ­
en ced  a re m a rk a b le  a w a k e n in g  
while gazing u p o n  a barren  tree 
s t a n d i n g  d o r m a n t  a g a in s t  th e  
snow  o n  a m id w in te r  day. T h e  
s ig h t  s t i r r e d  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e  
c h a n g e  c o m i n g  in  t h e  s p r i n g  
when the tree w ould  bring forth 
leaves an d  fruit. G ripped  by the

fact o f  G o d 's  po w er  a n d  p ro v i ­
dence, he set ab o u t  to  free h im ­
se lf  from  th is  w orld ,  a n d  so to  
live each day  th a t  “he m ight per­
form all his ac tions  for the Love 
o f  G od.”*

In th e  fo l lo w in g  years ,  L aw ­
rence w orked  as a dom estic  ser­
vant, and  for a while was an aid 
to  th e  t r e a s u re r  o f  th e  K in g  o f  
France. H e was described  as “a 
great aw kw ard fellow w ho  broke 
ev e ry th in g ,” su g g es t in g  a c u m ­
bersom e m a n n e r  ab o u t  his work 
— a t r a i t  t h a t  m a k e s  u s  e v e n  
m o re  aw are o f  o u r  affin ity  with 
his hum anness .

M oved by a desire to  renounce  
all for C hris t’s sake, he becam e a 
lay b ro th er  o f  the barefooted C ar­
m e li te s ,  a n d  e n te r e d  th e  m o n ­
astery at Paris. A fter serving a pe­
riod o f  t im e  in the  stables, he was 
assigned to  the kitchen, where for 
the next 30 o r  m ore  years he was 
th e  cook , be ing  re lieved o f  th is  
d u ty  on ly  b ecau se  o f  b l in d n ess  
b e fo re  h is  d e a th .  It  w as  w h ile  
serv ing  in th is  cap ac ity  th a t  he 
b e c a m e  k n o w  as  B ro th e r  L aw ­
rence.

T h o u g h  the love tha t  was k in ­
dled in his heart at his conversion 
n eve r  left h im , for years he ex­
p e r ien ced  per io d s  o f  vac il la tion  
an d  d o u b t .  T h e re  were seasons  
w h en  t e m p ta t io n s  o v erw h elm ed  
him, an d  he even despaired o f  his 
salvation. Despite  all his efforts to 
concen tra te  u p o n  G od , he could 
n o t  seem  to  m a in ta in  th e  c o n ­
stancy he so earnestly  sought.

This  period  o f  spiritual in co n ­

sis tency  a n d  suffe r ing  seem s to 
have  e x te n d e d  o v er  a t  least 10 
years. In his S e c o n d  C o n versa ­
tion, re fe ren ce  is m a d e  to  four 
years in which he suffered much, 
which led h im  to  the realization 
th a t  his “troub le  arose from want \ 
o f  faith.” Even so, in his Second  
Letter, he speaks o f  suffering still 
a f te r  10 years .  It is in te re s t in g  | 
t h a t  an  in te rv a l  o f  t im e  passed 
be tw een  his co n v e rs io n  an d  the 
p o in t  o f  h is  c o m p le te  sp iri tual | 
rest.

O u t  o f  t h i s  s o u l - s e a r c h i n g  
cam e  a d eep er  i l lu m in a t io n  and ! 
t r u s t .  A s  h e  p u t  it, " W h e n  I 
th ough t  o f  n o th in g  bu t  to  end  my 
d ay s  in  th ese  t ro u b le s ,  I found 
m yself  changed  all a t once.” Re­
ly in g  e n t i r e l y  u p o n  th e  fa i th ­
fulness o f  G od , he “ found  a pro­
fo u n d  in w a r d  p e a c e ,” as i f  he 
were in the “cen te r  an d  place of 
rest.”

T hereaf te r ,  B ro th e r  Lawrence 
w a lk e d  “ b efo re  G o d  simply, in 
fa i th ,  w i th  h u m i l i t y  a n d  with 
love,” apply ing  h im se lf  “diligently 
to  do  no th in g  an d  th in k  nothing" 
th a t  m ight displease his Lord. He 
was so resigned to  the will o f  God 
t h a t  h e  “ w o u ld  n o t  t a k e  up a 
s t ra w  fro m  th e  g r o u n d  against 
His order, o r  from any  o ther  mo­
tive th a n  p u re ly  th a t  o f  love to 
H im .” His one  desire was for God 
to  form His perfect image in his 
soul.

This  was not a passive resigna­
tion  to  the  d iv ine will, b u t  rather 
a n  a c t iv e  p e r s e v e r a n c e  in the 
presence o f  G od , w herein  he kept
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“The time o f business does 
not with me differ from the 
time o f  prayer; and in the 
noise and clatter o f my 
kitchen, while several per­
sons are at the same time 
calling fo r different things, 
I  possess God in as great 
tranquility as i f  I  were 
upon my knees at the 
blessed sacrament

June 1991



h i m s e l f  by  c o n s t a n t  a t t e n t i o n .  
W h en  he saw his faults, he freely 
confessed th em  to  G od , th en  re­
tu rn ed  im m edia te ly  to  his accus­
to m e d  ad o ra t io n .  S an c tif ica tio n  
i n c l u d e d  f o r  h i m  a n  e a r n e s t  
g ro w th  in  t ru th ,  because ,  as  he 
p u t  it, “ n o t  to  a d v a n c e  in  th e  
spiritual life is to  go back.”

In  th i s  p u r s u i t ,  he  m a d e  his 
work an  occasion o f  praise. “T h e  
t im e  o f  b u s in ess  d o es  n o t  w ith  
m e  differ from the  t im e  o f  prayer, 
an d  in the noise an d  clatter o f  m y 
kitchen, while several persons are 
at the sam e t im e  calling for d i f ­
ferent things, I possess G o d  in  as 
great tranqu ili ty  as i f  I were u p o n  
m y  k n ee s  a t  th e  b lessed  s a c ra ­
m ent.”

J o h n  W esley  t r a n s l a t e d  T h e  
C onversations  in to  English. T hey  
b e c a m e  “ re q u ir e d  r e a d in g ” for 
W esleyan p reachers .  L aw ren c e ’s 
way o f  p ray e r  is w h a t  a t t ra c te d  
W esley . L a w r e n c e  l e a r n e d  to  
m ak e  all o f  life a p rayer  by b e ­
ing consciously aware o f  the  m o- 
m e n t - b y - m o m e n t  p r e s e n c e  o f  
God.

At first, th is sim ple m a n  tried 
to  pray the m o n k ’s way. But such 
reg im ented  p rayer d id  n o t  w ork  
for h im . H e re tired  to  pray, ac ­
co rd in g  to  th e  d irec t io n s  o f  his 
S u p e r io r ;  b u t  he  d id  n o t  n e e d  
such re tirem ent because his bus i­
est w ork did  no t divert h im  from

Brother Lawrence 
proved that you 
don’t have to be a 
monk in a cloister 
to live a life o f  
prayer. Even in the 
“crowded ways o f  
life” you can con­
stantly be in touch 
with God.

G od. “We need  only  to  recognize 
G o d  in t im a te ly  p re s e n t  w i th in  
us,” L a w re n c e  ad v ised ,  “ to  a d ­
dress ourselves to  H im  every m o ­
m e n t  . . . praising, ado r ing ,  a n d  
lo v in g  H i m  in c e s s a n t ly .” T h i s  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  G o d  need  
n o t  be fettered with  pun it ive  exer­
cises, penances, o r  rituals, b u t  the 
disciple shou ld  “act w ith  G o d  in 
th e  greatest simplicity, speak ing  
to  h im  frankly a n d  plainly.” P rac­
t i c in g  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  G o d  in  
L a w re n c e ’s w ay b e c a m e  s o m e ­
th ing  th a t  Wesley was to  p ro m o te  
in  his p reach ing  an d  in his writ­
ing. Wesley believed th a t  B ro ther 
L a w ren c e  h a d  p ro v e d  th a t  you  
d o n ’t h av e  to  b e  a m o n k  in  a 
c lo is te r  to  live a  life o f  prayer. 
Rather, even in the crow ded ways 
o f  life, o n e  can  constan tly  be in 
to u ch  with G od.

Physical in f irm ities  th a t  ca m e  
to  B ro th e r  L aw rence  in his last 
years  d id  n o t  d im in is h  his joy. 
Sufferings were regarded as a p ar­
ad ise  so lo n g  as th ey  c o u ld  be 
shared with  his Lord, while “ the

greatest p leasures w ou ld  be hell” 
i f  he h ad  to  “relish th e m  w ithou t 
H im .” He knew  th a t  G o d ’s love 
was in  every th ing  an d  th u s  could 
accep t “the  sweet a n d  th e  b i t te r” 
as from  the  sam e loving H and .

O n  February  12, 1691, in per­
fect peace, th is  h u m b le  servant of  
th e  L ord  q u ie t ly  left his earth ly  
tabernac le  to  e n te r  in to  an o th e r  
d i m e n s i o n  o f  t h e  P r e s e n c e  he 
kn ew  so well. S hort ly  before he 
died, he was asked  w h a t  was in 
his m ind . T h e  dy ing  saint replied 
c h a ra c te r i s t ic a l ly ,  “ I a m  d o in g  
t h a t  w h i c h  I s h a l l  b e  d o i n g  
th ro u g h  eternity , th a n k in g  God, 
praising G od , ad o r in g  G od , offer­
ing  H im  th e  love t h a t  fills my 
heart.”

T h r e e  c e n tu r i e s  h av e  passed  
since his w ritings first appeared, 
b u t  sp ir i tua l  p ilg rim s still sit at 
the  feet o f  this u n assu m in g  teach­
e r  w ho  all his life sought to  avoid 
p u b l ic  a t te n t io n .  B ut “ were 1 a 
p r e a c h e r , ”  he  s a id ,  “ I sh o u ld ,  
above all o th e r  things, preach  the 
practice o f  the presence o f  God; 
an d  were I a [spiritual] director, I 
should  advise all the world to do 
it, so necessary do  I th in k  it, and 
so easy, too.”

'Q u o ta tio n s  in th is  artic le  are taken from  tw o  trans la tions o f 
Brother Law rence 's  teach ings p ub lished  in French in 1691 by 
Jose ph  de  Beaufort: (1) John  W esley ’s  trans lation. “C onversa­
tions  w ith  B ro ther Law rence" in A Christian Library (L on don  T 
C ordeux, 1819), 23:18, 20, 21, 24. (2) The Practice o f the Pres 
ence o f God (N ew  York F lem ing H Revell. 1895), 7, 9. 10, 24 
3 1 .4 3
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A  FATHER’S DAY 
R EFLEC TIO N

A stranger’s gait, at my first glance, 
Erases time and circumstance 
And contradicts the mileage maps 
As I think I see you, perhaps.

His hands— like yours that move just so, 
With scars a carpenter’s might know—  
And angled hat (reflecting heat)
Constrict my heart, then speed its beat.

The discipline your hands dispatched 
Conveyed (with care too seldom 

matched)
A needed strength, good grief that let 
My heart be free from real regret.

Though out of touch or sight of you,
By miles, I still see much you do 
In my own motions, prayers, and plans; 
Your quoted words were more than 

man’s.

My heart counts sermons, gifts, and 
things

The stranger’s stance evokes— and 
sings.

Of all the words you taught (a host!),
I benefit from “Father” most.

— Wilma Dean Williams



HARVEST NOW!
The Herald visits with M . V. (Bud) Scutt o f  Evangelism 

M inistries about the aim o f  the Harvest Now campaign.

Herald: Dr. Scutt, what is the Harvest Now campaign?
M. V. Scutt: Harvest Now is the  n a m e  for the  plans, m a ­

terials, an d  efforts th a t  Evangelism M inistr ies is p rov id ing  
in an  effort to  im p le m e n t  the  Year o f  the  H arvest goals. 
Last year, we ce lebra ted  the  Year o f  the  Sabbath .  It was 
ju s t  w ha t  we needed  to  prepare  us for the  Year o f  the  H a r ­
vest, for Harvest Now.

Herald: Are there other indicators that seem to show 
that the time is right for an evangelism thrust?

Scutt: A new  sp ir i tua l  v ita lity  seem s to  be sw eeping 
N orth  America. S om e call it a  spiritual renaissance.

Herald: Does this mean that there are good times com­
ing for the U.S. churches?

Scutt: N ot necessarily. For exam ple , Leith A nderson ,  in 
D ying fo r  Change, reports  tha t  “85% o f  A m e r ic a ’s Protes­
ta n t  chu rches  are e i ther  s tagnat ing  o r  dying. M an y  o f  the 
sincere a n d  c o m m it te d  C hris t ians  w ho  still faithfully fill 
the  family pews in these chu rches  ho ld  on  to  the  nostalgic 
h ope  th a t  to m o rro w  will be yesterday.”

T oday’s A m er ic an  is m o re  in terested in religion th a n  
ever before. But he o r  she does no t  care m u c h  for ins t i tu ­
t iona lized  religion. T h e  baby b o o m e rs  are susp ic ious o f  
m o s t  inst itu tions,  a n d  the ir  skeptic ism  inc ludes d is t rus t  o f  
the  d e n o m in a t io n a l  institu tions. T h ey  see th e m  as in te r­
ested in co rpo ra te  survival, power, an d  money. It’s hard  
for th e m  to  see how  a m u lt in a t io n a l  co rp o ra t io n  can  re­
ally care a b o u t  people. We see th is  expressed in the  chu rch  
by the  way ins t i tu t ional  au th o r i ty  a n d  con tro l  are sy s tem ­
atically ignored.

Herald: I understand you to be saying that a “from the 
top down” approach to evangelism is not likely to work.

Scutt: T h a t ’s right.  To q u o te  A n d erso n  again, “ H ie r ­
archical churches, w ith  clergy at the  top, are increasingly 
o u t  o f  tu n e  with  the  times. T hose  th a t  persist will e i ther  
face conflict,  decline, an d  change, o r  will a t t rac t  a  sh r in k ­
ing congregation  o f  passive followers.” T h a t  is to  say th a t  
in to d a y ’s society, evangelism can  s ta rt  an d  spread effec­
tively as a grass roots m o v e m en t .  But i f  a b ishop  o r  a 
board  or  a church  b u rea u c ra t  declares it to  be evangelism 
season, he o r  she will likely n o t  be heard. T h is  teaches us 
w hat we have kn o w n  all a long— the  real chu rch  exists p ri­
m ari ly  at the  local level, n o t  the  d istric t an d  general levels.

Herald: I hear you saying that as director of Evangelism 
Ministries, you know you can’t just give an “evangelize 
now” order and get an automatic positive response. But 
you do have hopes, even dreams, about what the Church of 
the Nazarene can do during the Year of the Harvest.

Scutt: Yes, indeed. We hope  th a t  th ro u g h o u t  the  church , 
Easter  1991 to  Easter  1992 will be a  sacred season o f  sal­

vation. O u r  goal is 94,000 new Nazarenes. T h a t  is no t  my 
goal. We have a n n o u n c e d  a n d  pub lished  it, b u t  th a t  is not 
a  headquar te rs-gene ra ted  goal. It is the  c u m u la t iv e  tota l of 
goals es tablished by distric ts  an d  regions. N o dis tric t  or 
region will be subject to  ac co u n tab i l i ty  for m y  expecta­
tions.

Herald: What are some of the things you hope happen 
during this campaign?

Scutt: I hope  tha t  a new d ef in i t io n  o f  evangelism  will be 
accepted. T h is  def in i t ion  does no t  c o u n t  new conver ts  by 
the  n u m b e r  o f  people  knee ling  at the altar, n o r  by the

“Many
Christians still 
hope that 
tomorrow will be 
yesterday.”

n u m b e r  o f  people  w ho  prayed  at a persona l evangelism 
encounter.

T h e  def in i t ion  inc ludes lead ing  a soul to  Jesus Christ, 
d isc ipling th a t  one  in to  c h u rc h  m e m b ersh ip ,  a n d  the  em ­
p lo y m e n t  o f  his o r  her  sp ir itua l gifts. Evangelism is not 
c o m p le te  un til  a  disciple is made!

Further.  I h o p e  we can  learn  th a t  “ side d o o r "  evan­
gelism is ju s t  as necessary as “ front d o o r ” evangelism. The 
t rad i t iona l “ front d o o r ” a p p ro a c h  a t te m p te d  to  bring  peo­
ple th rough  the  d o o r  o f  the  c h u rc h  w ith  v isitation, adver­
tising, special events, etc.. to  h ea r  the  gospel on  the  Inside.

“Side d o o r ” evangelism is the  chu rch  reach ing  ou t to 
the  lost, as opp o se d  to  pu lling  the  lost inside. T h e  hope is 
th a t  o f  getting the  c h u rc h  in to  the  lives o f  people  through 
var ious  m e a n s  such  as fellowship groups, spo r ts  teams, 
service projects,  c o m p a s s io n a te  m in is tr ies ,  chu rch-type  
cells, etc. Bringing those  w h o  are spir itua lly  needy  into 
loving fellowship with  C hr is t ian s  ea rns  th e  right for the 
p resen ta t ion  o f  the  gospel.

Herald: What else is on your evangelistic wish list?
Scutt: I hope  th a t  o u r  ch u rc h  will b ec o m e  “people-cen­

te red” ra th e r  th a n  “p rog ram -cen tered .” A people-centered  
chu rch  na tu ra lly  discovers a m u l t i tu d e  o f  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to 
witness. We are  try ing  to  say this  in a  dozen  ways in our 
H arvest N ow  materia ls .  All th a t  is to  say th a t  evangelism
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The goal fo r  
the Year o f  
the Harvest is 
94,000 new 
Nazarenes.

is a life-style— a n d  n o t  ju s t  a p rogram .

Herald: How does a people-centered church find all 
these opportunities to witness?

Scutt: A p eo p le -ce n te red  c h u rc h  is a l ready  geared  to  
"web evangelism.” T h a t ’s a lot d iffe rent from  “availabili ty  
evangelism,” w hich  has  proven  to  be  in a d e q u a te  in these 
times.

M any ch u rc h es  have invested  vast su m s  o f  m o n e y  in 
advertising th r o u g h  rad io ,  te lev is ion ,  a n d  new spapers .  
They have  used  fliers, new sletters ,  posters ,  inv ita t ions ,  
and d o o r - to -d o o r  calling. T hese  m e th o d s  are expensive 
and se ldom  effective.

The C h u rc h  G ro w th  In s ti tu te  repo r ted  th a t  86% o f  the  
new people  w h o  c o m e  to  c h u rc h  were b ro u g h t  by friends 
or relatives.

T h ro u g h o u t  the  Book o f  Acts, we see tw o strategies e m ­
ployed. First, m iss ionar ies  found  the  m o s t  receptive in a 
new c o m m u n i ty  a n d  p reached  the  gospel to  them , an d  
second, w hen  new conve r ts  were won. a t te n t io n  was d i ­
rected to  w in n in g  those  w ith in  the  new  co n v e r t ’s social 
web or  ne tw ork  (Acts 16:31-32; 18:4). R each ing  o u t  to  the  
web o r  n e tw o rk  o f  family, neighbors, persona l  contacts,  
and friends is o n e  o f  the  m o s t  effective evangelism  m eth­
ods used today.

Herald: What does this do to our revivalist tradition?
Scutt: I h o p e  we reinforce the  em p h as is  on  revival— b u t  

upon revival as p rep a ra t io n  o f  the  chu rch  for evangelism, 
and n o t  necessarily  as evangelism  itself

The effectiveness o f  the  evangelistic c rusade  as an  o u t ­
reach tool s u b m i t te d  to  p ragm atic  analysis  tells us th a t  
this m e th o d  enjoys, a t  best, on ly  a l im ited  effectiveness at 
this p o in t  in history.

Nevertheless, revival m a y  be the  best tool we have for 
evangelism today. S o m e  have suggested th a t  revival is no t 
worth th e  cos t  w h e n  p e o p le  a re  n o t  saved  d u r in g  th e  
course o f  th e  m eeting.  But the  c h u rc h  th a t  is n o t  experi­
encing per iod ic  sp ir itua l renewal will n o t  be  evangelistic. 
These t im es  o f  sp ir itua l search a n d  co n c e n t ra t io n  can  p ro ­

d uce  evangelistic fervor a n d  zeal i f  they  are used correctly. 
Revival t im es  are also excellent t im es  for co n c en t ra ted  
doc tr ina l  teach ing  a n d  holiness em phases.  W h e n  a C hr is ­
t ian  is led to  e x a m in e  his o r  h e r  dev o t io n a l  life, stew­
ardship, e m p lo y m e n t  o f  sp ir itual gifts, a n d  h u m a n  rela­
t ionships, evangelism results. T h is  m ay  be the  best t im e  to  
p r o m o te  g en u in e  revival we have ever know n . B ut we 
m u s t  learn  th a t  revival is n o t  evangelism; ra the r  it is evan ­
gelism prepara tion .

Herald: Evangelism can best be done today in its face- 
to-face forms (life-style, friendship, and web evangelism)

“Web evangelism 
produces 86% 
o f  the new 
converts

at the local level. How is this concept built into the Har­
vest Now campaign?

Scutt: We hope  to  focus the  goals a n d  d rea m s  an d  the  
a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  to w a rd  th e  local c h u rc h .  Let th e  local 
c h u rch  pray  a n d  p lan  a n d  lead people  to  Christ. Let th e m  
sta te  a n d  w ork  tow ard  the ir  ow n goals a n d  dream s. Let 
there  be n o t  the  slightest h in t  o f  engaging in evangelism to 
m a k e  a distric t o r  general leader  look  good. Even do ing  
the  w ork  o f  evangelism  to m a k e  the  C h u rch  o f  the  N az a­
rene look  good  is an  u n w o r th y  goal. We serve Chris t an d  
the  people  H e  d ied  to  save.

Further, I p ray  th a t  we can  tru ly  personalize  evangelism. 
I h o p e  we will r isk a closer view o f  “the  fields.” W h e n  I 
th in k  o f  harvest fields, I see th rongs  o f  nameless, faceless 
people. I f  the  “ones o u t  th e re” are lost a n d  go to  hell, I 
m a y  d u c k  m y  to n g u e  to  sh a m e  “the  c h u rc h ” for its in e f ­
fectiveness. But i f  I d are  look  a t  so m e o n e  I love with  a 
view o f  lostness, it h u r ts  m e  deep ly  e n o u g h  th a t  1 a m  
m o v e d  to  action.

I f  I genuinely  love Jesus Christ, I love w h a t  H e loves. 
T h a t  loved one  is n o t  “going to  be lost”; th a t  loved one  is 
lost now! For th a t  reason, the  th e m e  for the  “H A R V E ST  
N O W ” cam p a ig n  is “S o m eo n e  you kn o w  needs JESU S 
n ow !” T h in k  o f  it for a  m o m e n t .  S o m e o n e  you  k n o w  
needs JE S U S  now! W h o  com es  to  m in d  w hen  I say that?  
T h a t  is where the  vision m u s t  begin. ^

Someone you 
know needs 
Jesus now!
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EVANGELISTS HOLD SUMMIT IN DALLAS

CHAPLAIN SAYS “THANK YOU” 
FOR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT
L C D R  C h r is  E. F o sback ,  N az a ren e  
cha p la in ,  re tu rned  from  the P ersian  
Gulf recently with a message of thanks 
to the denomination.

Fosback arrived in the U.S. Mar. 11. 
a f te r  six  m o n th s  in S aud i  A ra b ia .  
While in the Gulf, he served as chaplain 
for the M a r in e ’s First S u rv e i l la n ce ,  
R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  and  I n te l l ig e n c e  
Group. Since returning, he has been 
telling Nazarenes "thank you” for their 
prayer support and letters during Oper­
ation Desert Storm. Fosback credits the 
prayers of Nazarenes and other Chris­
tians as a primary reason for the spiritu­
al victories in the Gulf.

“ In 20 years of military service, this 
is the first time that I have seen the 
church mobilize in prayer and support 
as it did during the Gulf War." Fosback 
sa id .  "T h e  bes t  w o rd  I can  use to 
describe it is ‘fantastic!’”

Fosback returned to the States report­
ing h u n d re d s  o f  c o n v e r s io n s  and  a 
heightened interest in spiritual things 
among service personnel.

F o sb ac k  was one o f  22 N azarene  
chaplains involved in the Gulf War. He 
was responsible for ministering to more 
than 3,000 Marines, in addition to hun­
dreds of troops from other branches of 
the military, scattered throughout the 
Saudi desert. This required numerous 
services each week at 15 to 20 different 
military posts.

Like other chaplains, Fosback was 
responsib le  for leading serv ices  and 
cou n se l in g  so ld iers  on a one- to -one  
basis. He said that his services includ­
ed many of the same elements as wor­
ship back in the U.S., including hymns. 
S c r ip tu r e  r e a d in g ,  and  p r e a c h in g .  
Communion was celebrated at each ser­
vice.

Despite news reports of restrictions 
being placed on chaplains in Saudi Ara­
bia, Fosback said that he was able to 
function with little interference from 
his superiors. The only major restric­
tion he had was that services could not 
be held outdoors. However, Fosback 
said this was a blessing, because so l­
diers had to make a conscious effort to 
attend worship indoors, rather than just 
wandering by and dropping in. He esti­
m a te d  tha t 85 to 90  p e rc e n t  o f  the 
troops at each post attended services.

TO NAZARENES

In addition to his message of thanks. 
Fosback is also concerned that churches 
continue their prayer support for troops 
as they return home. He said soldiers 
will be returning as heroes, but personal 
problems still exist.

"Troops are coming back to deterio­
rating family situations," Fosback said. 
" W i th o u t  the  p r a y e r  s u p p o r t  and  
encouragement of the church for these 
soldiers to seek out and attend a church, 
we are going to lose a lot of these men 
and w om en  w ho m ade dec is ions  for 
Christ in the desert."

Fosback is encouraging Nazarenes to 
report the names and addresses of sol­
d ie rs  to the  C h a p la in c y  M in i s t r ie s  
office. C hap la incy  M inistr ies  sends 
th e se  n a m e s  to  p a s to r s  and  " h o s t "  
churches in the communities where sol­
diers are stationed. These churches will 
then follow up through contacts with 
individuals.

In an effort to strengthen the credibility 
and position of their profession, 13 Naz­
arene evangelists met in Dallas recently 
for a two-day summit. The evangelists 
gathered at the Dallas/Fort Worth Air­
port H ilton  April 9 -10. T hey  cam e 
together to discuss ways of broadening 
their contributions to the church and of 
deepening their trust as credible minis­
ters of the gospel, according to evange­
list Chuck Millhuff. The evangelists 
also signed a "Covenant o f  Responsibil­
ity," which they hope will be signed by 
all Nazarene evangelists.

The “C ovenan t o f  R e sp o n s ib i l i ty ” 
w as  p r e p a re d  by C h u c k  M il lh u ff .  
Stephen Manley, R ichard Strickland, 
and Nelson Perdue in January 1991. It 
includes four statements regarding the 
evangelist’s mission, theology, morali­
ty, and finances.

At the April meeting, the evangelists 
agreed to support . the  general church 
during their revivals by promoting the 
Herald o f  Holiness, the regional co l­
leges, Nazarene Theological Seminary, 
and Nazarene Bible College. They also 
agreed to help raise $100,000 for a mis­
sion special. This summer they plan to

show their apprecia tion  for Nazarene 
laypersons by performing a service to 
those attending the International Lay­
m en 's  Conference in Nashville.

"W e are str iv ing  to becom e better 
peop le  and b e t te r  c h u rc h m e n ,"  said 
M il lh u ff .  d i r e c to r  o f  M i l lh u f f  M in­
istries, which sponsored the event. "We 
did not leave with spears and swords, 
but with towels and bowls."

Millhuff added that times have gotten 
harder for evangelists. He said many 
churches do not have regular revivals 
and that many of those who do use gen­
eral church leaders or other pastors as 
their special speakers.

"We want people to know that we are 
part o f  the  c h u r c h  and  tha t  we are 
accountable to the church,” said Mill­
huff.

Evangelists who attended the summit 
included: Jim C rab tree ,  David  Blue. 
Dick Bond. Gary Haines, Kip Laxson, 
Terry  Jones,  Larry L eckrone ,  Stuart 
M cW hirter,  C huck Millhuff, Norman 
M o o re .  C h a r l e s  H a s t in g s  Smith, 
Richard S trick land , and G ene Wells. 
Two other evangelists were invited but 
could not attend because of illness.

LCDR Chris E. Fosback, Nazarene chaplain, 
spoke a t a specia l chapel service a t Naza­
rene In ternationa l H eadquarters recently. 
He told the group about his experiences in 
S au d i A ra b ia  d u rin g  th e  G u lf W a r and 
thanked  them  fo r th e ir  prayers and sup­
port.

Fosback was one of 22 Nazarene chap­
lains who served in the Persian Gulf during 
the w ar, he is the senior m ilitary  chaplain 
in the denom ination.
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D.S. REMINDED OF MISSION 
EMPHASIS
Tennessee District Superintendent Tal- 
madge Jo h n so n 's  interest in missions 
goes back a long way. He was remind­
ed of this recen t ly  by R obert  Sco tt ,  
World Mission Division director. Scott 
had just returned with 11. T. Reza from 
a visit to Cuba. While there, the two 
men discovered a plaque at the Pinar 
del Rio Church of  the Nazarene.

The c o r r o d e d  p la q u e ,  its w o o d  
decay ing ,  w as  e n g r a v e d  w ith  the  
words: "Southwest Oklahoma District, 
Pinar del Rio, 1951."

"It was a t r e m e n d o u s  s u rp r i s e  to 
me— taking me back to my youth," said 
Johnson, who now serves as chairman 
of the W orld  Mission D epartm ent o f  
the General Board.

As a 14-year-old in 1951. Johnson 
joined his parents and sister for a trip to 
Cuba paid for by the Southwest O kla­
homa District, where Talm adge’s dad, 
W. T. Jo h n so n ,  was su p e r in ten d en t .  
His mother was NW M S president for 
the district.

The Johnsons had been instrumental 
in raising $400 on their district for the 
chapel in Pinar del Rio, and the Naza- 
renes of  Southwest Oklahom a wanted 
them to visit the country. A ccom pa­
nied by then-missionary to Cuba, Lyle 
Prescott, the Johnsons dedicated the lit­
tle chape] and placed the plaque.

"When Dr. Scott saw the plaque dur-

BENSON INDUCTED INTO 
GOSPEL HALL OF FAME
The late Bob Benson has been inducted 
into the Gospel Music Hall o f  Fame by 
the Gospel Music Association. A long­
time member of Nashville First Church 
and a Nazarene elder, Benson was in­
ducted into the Hall o f  Fame Apr. 8 at 
the G M A 's  annual m eeting  in N ash ­
ville.

A popular speaker and writer. Ben­
son was an execu t ive  in the John T. 
Benson P u b lish ing  C o m p an y  for  18 
years. He died in 1986.

"Thank you for remembering Bob in 
this s p e c ia l  w a y ,"  s a id  B e n s o n ' s  
widow, Peggy, in accepting the award. 
“If he were here today he would say. 
‘Keep on singing your song and keep 
looking to the Source, because without 
Jesus Christ, there is no song.’"

R o b e rt S c o tt ,  W o rld  M is s io n  D iv is io n  
d ire c to r  (r.), p re s e n ts  a p laq u e  to  T a l-  
madge Johnson, Tennessee D istrict super­
intendent. The plaque was discovered in a 
Nazarene church in Cuba.

ing their visit this winter, he realized 
the connect ion  it had to my fam ily ," 
added Johnson. "It reminded me of  a 
long-standing commitment to missions. 
1 am grateful to be part of a family and 
church that has maintained its mission­
ary vision."

The plaque was cleaned up with the 
assistance of  David Hayse. Work and 
Witness coordinator, and was presented 
to Johnson  during the 1991 L ead ers ’ 
Conference.

COUNSELING GROUP 
OFFERS AIDS EDUCATION 
TO CHURCHES
Christian Counseling Services (CCS) 
has developed two training programs to 
educate pastors and laypersons about 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The N ash­
v i l le -b ase d  o rg an iz a t io n  rece ived  a 
g ran t f rom  the C e n te rs  for D isease  
Control through the Tennessee Depart­
ment o f  Health and E nv ironm en t to 
conduct workshops and training ses­
sions in the middle Tennessee area.

"Beyond Our Fears" workshops will 
be conducted  for pastors and church 
staff members, according to Howard T. 
E ze l l .  C C S  e d u c a t io n  c o o rd in a to r .  
"A ID S  101" p r e s e n ta t io n s  w ill  be 
given to Sunday School classes, youth 
and  s in g le s  g ro u p s ,  c o n g re g a t io n s ,  
civic groups, and school groups. Both 
w o rk s h o p s  d is c u s s  H IV /A ID S  and 
ways in which churches can minister to 
those with AIDS and to their families.

"For the thousands of  people living 
with  A ID S , the re  are severa l  m ore  
thousand family members and friends 
also living with AIDS." said Michael 
Malloy. CCS executive director. "All 
of us will have family members and/or 
f r ie n d s  l iv in g ,  and ,  un ti l  a cu re  is 
found, dying with HIV/AIDS."

In addition to the workshops, CCS 
provides support services to those with 
HIV infection and to their families.

FINANCE DIVISION RELEASES STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Nazarenes can now get a clearer picture 
of where their General Budget money 
is going. The Stewardship Report, a 
de ta i led  accoun t o f  the incom e and 
expenses of  the General Board and its 
various departments, is now available, 
according to D. Moody Gunter,
Finance Division and Steward­
ship Services director.

“ W e ’ve a lw ays  had a c o m ­
plete examination of  the financ­
es of  the general church by the 
Finance Department of the Gen­
eral Board, and everything we 
do is audited annually by a qualified 
CPA firm,” Gunter stated. “This report 
is a result o f  the need to further d is­
close in more readable form informa­
tion about Genera l Budget offerings 
and Mission Specials.”

The four-color report includes data 
rega rd ing  G ene ra l  B udget,  M ission  
Specials ,  the In ternational Board of  
E d u c a t io n ,  G e n e ra l  C h u r c h  L o an  
F u n d — U S A , P la n n e d  G iv in g ,  and 
P e n s io n s  and  B e n e f i t s  U S A . T he  

report covers the calendar year 
1990.

Plans to make such a report 
a v a i la b le  b e g a n  m o re  than  a 
year ago.

T he  Stew ardship  R eport is 
now available at a cost of $1.00, 
p lus  p o s ta g e ,  from  N az a ren e  

Publishing House.
Q uest ions or com m ents  about the 

Stewardship Report may be addressed 
to S tew ard sh ip  S erv ices ,  6401 The 
Paseo ,  K ansas  C ity ,  M O 6 4 131 ,  or 
phone (816) 333-7000, ext. 335.
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CNC TAKES THE CLASS TO THE STUDENT

PASTORS’ COMPENSATION FALLS BEHIND INFLATION

Canadian Nazarene College has estab­
lished a Distance Theological Educa­
tion program to assist ministerial s tu­
dents, pastors, and laypersons across 
Canada.

The three-year program will offer 16 
college courses that will fulfill the theo­
logical and biblical requirem ents for 
ordination in the Church of  the Naza­
rene. The courses will also provide con­
tinuing education for pastors and layper­
sons.

"I believe this to be one of the most 
significant and exciting initiatives by 
CNC in some time," said Riley Coulter, 
CNC president. "Distance Education is 
a reality of our day, and this gives us a 
splendid opportunity to respond to the 
educational needs of Canadian Naza- 
renes.”

The first classes in the program were 
held in New Brunswick in May. Class­
es are also planned for July on the Cana­
da Atlantic and Canada West districts.

According to Coulter, the program is 
a direct response to the Board of Minis­
terial Studies on each district. Prospec­
tive m in is te rs  m ust meet with these 
boards who monitor their progress in the 
Home Study Program. Distance Educa­
tion will allow many of these students to

take theological and biblical courses 
close to their homes.

Laypersons may also take the courses 
for college credit. Coulter said. These 
credits will be applied toward a bachelor 
of arts degree at CNC.

M artin  M arty (r.). w idely quoted authority  
on re lig io u s  a f fa i r s ,  w as th e  k e y n o te  
s p e a k e r  a t  th e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  of th e  
Association of Nazarene S ocio log ists  of 
R elig ion  re c e n tly . M arty  also spoke a t 
N azarene T h eo lo g ica l S em inary , te llin g  
th e  a u d ie n c e  “ s a n c t if ic a t io n  is a ‘ big  
dea l’ in the Christian s to ry ,” and “ nothing 
is bigger than ‘holy’ in the secular w orld .”

Compensation paid to Nazarene pastors 
improved last year, but failed to keep 
up with inflation. According to a recent 
study by the Board of  P ens ions  and 
Benefits  U SA, the average N azarene 
pastor received a salary increase of 4.2 
percent in the 1989-90 assembly year, 
while the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
increased by 4.6 percent.

The study noted that compensation of 
Nazarene ministers has kept pace with 
the CPI during only 5 of  the past 12 
years. (See chart below.) With salaries

already com paratively  low, the report 
says tha t  N a z a re n e  p a s to rs  are still 
under-compensated.

"Nazarene ministers depend upon the 
sensitivity, spiritual wisdom, and finan­
cial stewardship of  their church leader­
ship for their adequate compensation,” 
said Dean Wessels. director. Board of 
P en s io n s  and B enef i ts  USA. "Each 
local church board should review the 
compensation package for its pastor and 
s ta f f  a c c o rd in g  to d is t r ic t  assem bly 
guidelines.”

PERCENT 
OF CHANGE Ministers Salary Increase vs. 

Consumer Price Index Increase 
1978-1990

Compensation

78-79 79-80 80-81 81-82 82-83 83-84 84-85 85-86 86-87 87-8
ASSEMBLY YEAR

• NEWS • NEWS • NE
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KANSAS CITY MISSION 
FINDS NEW HOME
A m ultimillion do lla r  redevelopm ent 
project in Kansas C ity’s River Market 
area has forced the Kansas City Rescue 
Mission to relocate .  The she lte r  for 
homeless men officially vacated the 44- 
bed facility April 1 and has moved into 
new quarters just south of the downtown 
area.

The new facilities include two large 
buildings appraised at $280,000, accord­
ing to Joe Colaizzi,  KCRM  director.  
The mission purchased the buildings for 
$215 ,000  and  was ab le  to cu t  the 
$900,000 renovation cost in half through 
volunteer labor.

The new buildings will allow the mis­
sion to increase its bed space for home­
less men and, eventually, add other min­
istries. according to Colaizzi. The dor- 
matory space will include 60 beds for 
single men, with space for 15 additional 
beds if needed. There will also be ad­
ministrative offices, a large chapel, day 
room, k itchen  and d in ing  room , and 
offices for a social worker and doctor.

A Christian Redevelopment Area is 
included in the first phase of the project. 
This area will include rooms, kitchen, 
library, and recreation room for hom e­
less men involved in the mission's reha­
bilitation program.

The second phase will include rooms 
for up to seven homeless families, a vo­
cational training center, and manufactur­
ing area.

Owned and operated by the Kansas 
City District. KCRM served more than 
41,500 meals to homeless men in 1990.

VOLUNTEER LABOR PROVIDES
Joe Colaizzi saw a building with a lot 

of p o ten t ia l ,  but in need  o f  a lot o f  
work. Colaizzi, director o f  the Kansas 
City Rescue Mission, located two large 
buildings that would more than double 
the m i s s i o n ' s  c a p a c i ty  fo r  s e rv in g  
Kansas City 's  homeless. However, the 
buildings were in need of  $900,000 in 
repairs and renovation.

O v e r  a p e r io d  o f  s e v e r a l  w e e k s .  
Colaizzi witnessed a miracle as volun­
teer la y p e rso n s ,  c h u rc h  g ro u p s ,  and 
local b u s in e sse s  w orked  to g e th e r  to 
renovate the building for less than half 
of the original estimate.

The offers o f  support and assistance 
were impressive, according to Colaizzi.

MIRACLE FOR RESCUE MISSION
N azarenes cam e by the busload to 

help in the renovation. Groups came 
from  as far  aw ay as O m ah a ,  N ebr .,  
M a ry v i l le ,  M o.,  and  L e a v e n w o r th ,  
Kans.. to hammer, saw, run electrical 
wires, and install plumbing.

In d iv id u a ls  from  the K ansas  City 
area, including many who are not Naza­
renes, provided time and services to the 
project. These included architects, en­
gineers, attorneys, real estate apprais­
ers, plumbers, carpenters, electricians, 
and roofers.

Many local corporations and organi­
zations also partic ipated  by donating 
services or providing discounts. Some 
of  these groups included: A. D. Jacob­

son Co., bathroom fixtures; Pipe Wrap­
pers Union, pipe insulation; American 
Institu te  o f  Architects ,  Kansas  City, 
a r c h i te c tu ra l  s e rv ic e s  and c o u n se l ;  
Lennox Air C ondition ing ,  air co n d i­
tioning and heating; and Grinell Fire 
Protection Systems, sprinkler installa­
tion.

“ R e t i r e e s ,  b lu e  and  w'hite c o l la r  
workers, young married couples, s in­
gles, college students, and youth groups 
gave  th e i r  t im e and  e n e rg y  to help  
make the renovation and relocation suc­
cessful,” Colaizzi said. “Their generos­
ity has allowed us to expand our capac­
ity for meeting the needs of the hungry 
and homeless.”

WORK AND WITNESS 
PROJECTS AVAILABLE IN 
THE UNITED STATES
Nearly 100 U.S. churches and inner- 
city ministries are in need of  assis­
tance similiar to that provided to the 
Kansas City Rescue Mission, accord­
ing to David Hayse, Work and W it­
ness coordinator. These projects are 
classified as ten-percent specials and 
churches may send W ork and W it­
ness teams to them in the same way 
teams are sent around the world.

According to Hayse, 82 Work and 
Witness teams served in the U.S. in 
1990. More than 1,500 Nazarenes 
participated on these teams providing 
nearly 63,000 hours of labor.

Churches interested in a Work and 
W itness  pro jec t in the U.S. should 
contact the Work and Witness office 
at 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 
64131 , or phone: (816) 333-7000 ,  
extension 321.

The K ansas C ity  Rescue  
M is s io n  m oved in to  tw o  
n ew  b u ild in g s  in  A p r il .  
The f irs t  phase invo lved  
renovation of one building 
to  p ro v id e  s h e l te r  fo r  
hom eless m en. The s ec ­
ond building w ill be used 
for hom eless fam ilies  and 
vocational training.

Tim  Calhoun and a couple of teens from  
Leavenw orth, K ans., Church of the Naza­
rene assist in the  renovation of the  K.C. 
Rescue Mission.

June 1991 17



June’s

10-Point Dm
1. During the past 10 years, Sunday 
services at England’s churches have 
declined at the rate of how many per­
sons per week?

A. 50 C. 500
B. 100 D. 1,000

2. Of those who stopped attending 
English churches in question one, how 
many were under the age of 20?

A. 10% C. 70%
B. 25% D. 85%

3. Which of the following cities is not 
in the top five in the U.S.A. when it 
comes to the number of retired military 
citizens?

A. Okaloosa, Fla.
B. Tucson, Ariz.
C. Virginia Beach, Va.
D. Clay, Fla.

4. Print, video, and audio messages 
expose U.S. citizens to how many com­
mercial appeals per day?

A. 100 C. 1,000
B. 500 D. 1,500

5. According to a Gallup poll, what per­
centage of American teenagers say they 
have tried to commit suicide?

A. 6% C. 15%
B. 10% D. 25%

6. Flow many of those teenagers polled 
on suicide came close to trying?

A. 6% C. 15%
B. 10% D. 25%

7. Of those in the above poll who tried 
or considered suicide, what was the 
major reason listed?

A. family problems
B. problems with friends
C. depression
D. boy-girl relationships

8. A cco rd ing  to the George Barna 
Research Group, what percentage of 
recently married adults lived together 
before they got married?

A. 70% C. 60%
B. 12% D. 40%

9. A cco rd ing  to  the U.S. Census 
Bureau, couples who live together are:

A. More likely to get divorced than 
those who don’t cohabit before mar­
riage
B. Less likely to get divorced than 
those who don’t cohabit before mar­
riage
C. Likely to be divorced at the same 
rate as those who do not cohabit 
before marriage

10. Accord ing to research cited by 
David Sheff, two-thirds of all U.S. adults 
under the age of 50, engaged in pre­
marital sex. What percentage of those 
persons now say they regret having 
done so?

A. 80% C. 25%
B. .08% D. 50%

ANSWERS ON PAGE 40

NAZARENE COLLEGE STUDENTS TO VISIT SOVIET UNION
Fifty N azarene college s tudents will 
form the first Work and Witness team 
to the Soviet Union, according to David 
Hayse, Work and Witness coordinator. 
T h e  g ro u p  w ill  d i s t r ib u t e  10 0 ,0 0 0  
Bibles, deliver food and medical sup­
plies, and hold evangelistic rallies in 
Bryansk and other nearby cities June 
10-26,1991.

This will be the first organized group 
from  the  d e n o m in a t io n  to  take  the 
go sp e l  to tha t  n a t io n ,  ac c o rd in g  to 
Franklin Cook, Eurasia regional direc­
tor.

The s tudents will be led by Norm 
Shoemaker, Point Loma Nazarene Col­
lege chaplain. They will be joined by 
at least 10 German college students and 
50 to 60 young  R uss ian  C h ris t ian s .  
The Germans will serve as interpreters, 
and the Russians will assist in the Bible 
distribution and evangelistic rallies.

"This trip will give us a new network 
of contacts that we can explore with the 
idea of  es tab lish ing  a church  in that 
region," Cook said. “We will be able 
to determine how we can be a part of 
the open doors that are there.”

The students will travel to the Soviet 
Union on “ Invited Guest" visas, Flayse

said. They will participate in several 
types of evangelism, including preach­
ing, puppets, and music. Two large ral­
lies will be held during the trip with an 
anticipated  crow d of  30 ,000 Russian 
young people.

The Union of Evangelical Christians 
in the Soviet Union is working with the 
Church of the Nazarene to arrange the

trip, Flayse said. Food, medicine, and 
medical equipment will be provided by 
N azarene  C o m p ass io n a te  Ministries. 
Bibles will be provided by the Slavic 
Gospel Association.

Bryansk is located about seven hours 
south of  Moscow. It is in the region 
affected by the Chernobyl nuclear dis­
aster in 1986.

NAZARENE TEENS PREPARE FOR NYC ’91
Hundreds of Nazarene teens are prepar­
ing for a once-in-a-lifetime event next 
month. Nazarene Youth Congress ’9 1 
convenes in Orlando, Fla., July 23-28. 
Teens from each U.S. district will par­
ticipate in the event, along with young 
people from other regions of the world.

NYC ' 9 1 activities will be held at the 
Orlando Convention Center, with open­
ing day festivities at Seaworld. The 
opening day will feature Steven Curtis 
Chapman in concert and Rick Power as 
specia l speaker.  C h a p m a n  recen tly  
won several Dove aw ards, including 
Artist of the Year and Songwriter o f  the 
Year. Power is the general NYl presi­
dent.

Other special speakers and musicians

will include: Guy Doud, 1986 National 
Teacher o f  the Year; Becky Tirabassi, 
author; Duffy Robbins, college profes­
sor; Steve Pennington, director o f  Pro- 
Kids; Bob and Lisa Diehm; and Spirit- 
bound. The com edy team Hicks and 
Cohagan will present a special concert 
and serve as emcees of  all evening ses­
sions.

In addition to the general sessions, 
concerts, and workshops, the teens will 
be involved in service projects in Or­
lando . S o m e  o f  these  p ro jec ts  will 
include working for a homeless shelter, 
building a playground for underprivi­
leged children, and spending time with 
persons who are mentally or physically 
handicapped.
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U n fo rg ive n e ss — Fo rg iveness

Unforgiveness

I ignited unforg iveness w ith m em ories 
lingering over each nuance of face and hand, 
replaying our lines upon a b lackened stage.

I fanned the flam e until fiery, 
raging w ith innocence and injustice, 
depression stifling, acrid as smoke.

I blazed; the torturous fire 
consum ed reality, charring relationships, 
branding as “UNFORGIVEABLE" a sin Christ in 

His m ercy had d ied for.

My sm oldering pride reduced to ashes, 
confessing  unforg iveness (Celestial Irony!)
I, w ho had denied forgiveness, m ust seek . . .

Forgiveness.

— Brenda Meyers

Fourth National 
ANSW Conference

“Meeting the Issues of the Day 
in the Fullness of the Spirit”

JULY 2-3, 1991 
Opryland Hotel 
Nashville, Tenn.

In conjunction w ith the International Laymen’s Conference.

K e y n o t e  S p e a k e r :

C A R M E N  RENEE BERRY

For Conference Inform ation W rite  to :

ANSW Conference ’9 1 
P.O. Box 60383 

Nashville, TN 37206

Sponsored by: Church Extension Ministries 
Church o f the Nazarene • International Headquarters

P & B  U p d a te :
M in ister ia l C o m p en sa tio n  

F a lls  B eh ind  In fla tio n

Compensation paid to Nazarene pastors in the 
United States improved during the last assembly 
year. But it failed to keep pace with the percent o'f 
increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI).

A recent study by the Board of Pensions and 
Benefits USA, distributed to district offices, shows 
that average compensation paid to Nazarene minis­
ters, as reported for the 1989-90 district assembly 
year, was 4.2 percent more than the previous year 
while the Consumer Price Index increased by 4.6 
percent.

Only in 5 of the last 12 years has the 
compensation of Nazarene ministers kept pace with 
the percent of increase in the CPI, and the net effect 
for those 12 years has been that ministerial 
compensation has fallen behind. With salaries 
comparatively low to begin with, the current report 
clearly indicates that most Nazarene ministers are 
still under-compensated.

Total compensation includes amounts for salary, 
an assumed value for housing and utilities based 
upon salary, and employee benefits as reported to 
the General Secretary’s office.

Each local church board should review the 
compensation package for its pastor and staff 
according to district assembly guidelines.

Review of the pastor’s compensation package is 
important for tax purposes also. Due to regulations 
in the Internal Revenue Code, many deductions for 
business and professional expenses are limited or 
are not possible for low income clergy. Therefore, 
it is very important that each church board's policy 
provide a qualified reimbursement plan for business 
and professional expenses.

The Pensions office has specific information for 
pastors and church boards on how to structure 
compensation packages for the legal maximum tax 
benefit to the pastor. Church management memo 
numbers 3, 4, 5, and 11 provide information on 
these topics (including a sample compensation 
worksheet). They are available at no charge from 
the Pensions office.

Board of Pensions and Benefits USA, 6401 The 
Paseo, Kansas Citv, MO 64131-1284

Jun e 1991 19



GREAT CONNECTIONS

Children need 
to f in d  “great 
connections” 
with Christian 
adults.

Dave Anderson

BY MIRIAM J. HALL, D IR E C T O R  O F C H ILD R E N ’S  M IN IS T R IE S  
C H U RC H  O F TH E N A Z A R E N E

I ’m  sure it says so m e th in g  s ignifi­
c a n t  a b o u t  m y  p e r s o n a l i ty  a n d  
charac te r— b u t  I’ll confess anyway. 
T V  com m ercia ls  in trigue me. Not 
all o f  them , o f  course. S om e dis­

gust m e by the way they appeal to  m a te r i ­
alism, use sex to  sell, an d  p ro m o te  h a r m ­
ful s u b s ta n c e s .  O t h e r s  so i n s u l t  b a s ic  
intelligence tha t  they d o n ’t even spark, let 
a lone keep, m y  interest. But the rest fasci­
n a t e ;  s o m e  by  t h e  c r e a t i v e  w a y  th e y  
present the ir  message, o thers  by the  m es­
sage itself.

A special favorite in bo th  categories is 
Southw estern  Bell’s “y ou’ve got great c o n ­
n e c t io n s ” ad. T h e  t e le p h o n e  has  n ev e r  
been very p o p u la r  with me. W hile  it has 
its uses, I find  it shrill, invasive— an d  too 
often  the bearer  o f  unw elcom e news. So, I 
c a n ’t help m arveling  over how a few m o ­
m en ts  with the  “great co n n ec tio n s” c o m ­
m erc ia l  changes  m y perspective . By the  
end  o f  the ad, I can  begin to  th in k  o f  m y 
t e l e p h o n e  as  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  lo v e ,  
w a rm th ,  help, hope, m o th e rh o o d ,  p a t r i ­
o t i s m ,  a p p le  p i e — a n d  a h o s t  o f  o th e r  
“w arm  fuzzies.”

W h a t  is the  appeal o f  this com m ercia l?  
A catchy tune? clever lyrics? h ea rtw arm ing  
pictures? All these play a part. But at a 
d eeper  level, Southw estern  Bell speaks to  
o u r  fear o f  isolation an d  to  o u r  need for 
“great co nnec tions” with o th e r  h u m a n  be­
ings.

A n o t h e r  sm a l l  c h i ld  w as  v is i t in g  an  
adu lt  friend. For a t im e  the  two sat side- 
by-side co lo ring  together. A fte r  a while, 
however, side-by-side togetherness was not 
enough  for the child. Fie c lim bed  in to  his 
friend’s lap, snuggling in to  her welcoming, 
enfolding arms. A few m o m e n ts  later he 
looked u p  a t  her, his smile rad ian t  with 
co n ten tm en t .  “You’re like a chair, a r e n ’t 
you?” he said.

H is  m e ta p h o r  w asn ’t perfect; b u t  in a 
four-year-old’s fashion, he was a f f irm in g  
th e  u n iversa l  h u m a n  n eed  for re la t io n ­
ships m ark ed  by w arm th ,  care, touch , an d

a sense o f  belonging. A t the beg inn ing  of 
life, children particu larly  need “great c o n ­
n e c t io n s ” w ith  a d u l t s  w h o  will n u r tu re  
an d  care for them . T h is  need is so strong 
that, accord ing  to  psychologist Erik  Erik- 
son, a child w ho  fails to  m ak e  w arm , trust- 
bu ild ing  co n n ec t io n s  with o thers  will su f­
fer the consequences  th ro u g h o u t  all o f  life. 
Sadly, m a n y  c h i ld re n  to d a y  ex p e r ien ce  
m o re  “d is c o n n e c t io n s ” th a n  “great co n ­
nections.” For example:

▼ D iv o rce  d i s c o n n e c ts  c h i ld re n  from 
their  parents. D ep en d in g  on  the  situation, 
this d isconnec tion  m ay  be physical, em o ­
tional, o r  both.

▼ A growing n u m b e r  o f  ch ildren  spend 
m an y  o f  th e i r  w ak ing  h o u rs  in day-care 
c e n te r s .  H e r e  t h e y  fo rg e  s t r o n g  c o n ­
n e c t io n s  w ith  peers , b u t  w e a k e r  ties to 
paren ts  an d  o th e r  adults.

▼ O nly  one  in five ch ildren  lives near 
en o u g h  to  g ra n d p a re n ts  to  develop  close 
re la tionships with them .

Y M illions  o f  la tchkey  ch ild ren  spend 
two to four ho u rs  a day  isolated from  par­
en ts  o r  o th e r  adults .  T h ese  ch i ld ren  ex­
perience high levels o f  fear an d  loneliness.

▼ S o m e  b o y s  a n d  g ir ls  m o v e  so fre­
q u e n t ly  th a t  th ey  d ev e lo p  few ties  to a 
neighborhood  o r  school.

▼ O u r  public  schools an d  churches of­
ten  con f ine  ch ildren to  age-graded groups. 
T h is  isolates you n g s te rs  from  rewarding 
re la tionships with younger  an d  o lder chil­
dren, a n d  with adults.

▼ As co n ce rn  over ch ild  abuse  grows, 
m an y  adu lts  are b eco m in g  wary o f  touch­
ing children  in ways once  c o m m o n ly  used 
to  express w a rm th  a n d  affection . If  this 
t rend  continues , m o re  an d  m ore  children 
will be den ied  the hugs an d  o th e r  touches 
they need to  a ffirm  the ir  co n n ec t io n s  with 
adults.

T h e  result o f  these trends  is a growing 
n u m b e r  o f  ch ildren  w ho  feel rootless, iso­
lated from others, an d  lonely. T hey  seek to
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FOR TODAY’S CHILDREN
fill the vo id  in v a r io u s  w ay s— th ro u g h  
possessions, te levision, pee r  dependency , 
substance ab u se ,  p r e m a r i t a l  sex — even  
suicide.

Happily, the  p ic tu re  is n o t  all bleak. To­
day, m an y  churches  have b eco m e  aw are o f  
the problem s ch ildren face an d  are devel­
oping creative new  fo rm s o f  m in is t ry  to  
meet ch i ld ren ’s needs. Here are ju s t  a few 
ways p eo p le  in  N a z a re n e  c h u r c h e s  a re  
helping ch ild ren  m ak e  so m e “great c o n ­
nec tions” w i th  c a r in g  C h r i s t ia n s ,  w i th  
G o d 's  W o r d ,  a n d  —  u l t i m a t e l y — w i th  
Christ.

A A t N a m p a  C o lle g e  C h u r c h  o f  th e  
N aza ren e ,  P r i m a r y  S u p e r v i s o r  N a n c y  
R o b in so n  p a i r e d  c h i l d r e n  a n d  s e n i o r  
adults as p rayer  partners .  T h e  tw o  groups 
also m et several t im es  for fellowship activ­
ities. O u t  o f  this co n n ec t io n  cam e  several 
positive results .  In s o m e  in s tan ce s ,  th e  
children an d  adu lts  b ecam e good friends, 
enriching the lives o f  bo th  groups. W h a t ’s 
more, several adu lts  developed  a real c o n ­
cern for “ th e ir” ch ildren  an d  have taken  
measures to  m ee t  those  needs.

A In M arch  1990, G uideposts  featured 
the H o rto n  C hapel C h u rch  o f  the  N aza­
rene in Meeker, Okla. T h is  small congre­
gation o f  40 m em b ers  brings in 50 chil­
dren a w eek  for C a ra v a n .  T h e  ch i ld re n  
come from u n ch u rch ed  families an d  live 
on back co u n try  roads s tre tch ing  over 40 
miles. W h a t  m ak es  th e  story  even m ore  
unusual is th a t  m o s t  o f  the  adu lts  a t H o r­
ton C hapel are retired o r  elderly. Despite 
this, they  care en o u g h  a b o u t  ch i ld ren  to  
give th em  personal a t ten t io n  an d  en c o u r­
agem ent. T h is ,  sa id  th e  G u id e p o s ts  re ­
porter, is w ha t draw s the  ch ildren  to  the 
church.

A C h u rc h e s  in G la d s to n e ,  Oreg., c o n ­
tinue to  m in is te r  to  the  m ultifaceted  needs 
of la tchkey children. T h is  issue o f  the  H er­
ald carries an  u p d a te  on  this story.

A Across the  church , families are reviv­
ing the  trad it io n  o f  godparenting . Today,

paren ts  face strong challenges as they try 
to  raise godly ch ild ren  in o u r  pluralistic 
society. T hey  need an d  w ant the  support  
o f  o th e r  adults  w ho  will take an  active role 
in the  spiritual fo rm ation  o f  the ir  young­
sters. A godparen t can influence his god­
child  in m a n y  d ifferen t ways. T hese  in ­
clude prayer, spending  t im e with the child, 
sh a r in g  insights  a b o u t  sp ir i tua l  m atte rs ,  
an d  giving gifts such as Bibles an d  o ther 
C hris tian  books.

H elp ing  ch ildren m ak e  the “great c o n ­
nec tions” they need d o esn ’t always m ean  
d o in g  so m e th in g  for the  child. C h ild ren  
also need  to  co n n ec t  with o thers  by help­
ing  o r  s e rv in g  th e m .  “ C h i ld r e n  M in i s ­
te r in g  to  C h i ld r e n ” in th is  issue o f  the  
H era ld  tells how  o n e  g ro u p  o f  C arav an  
ch ild ren  m in is te red  to  boys a n d  girls in 
a n o th e r  country.

In a n o th e r  chu rch ,  a m id d le r  S u n d ay  
School class is p ray ing  regularly  for the  
h an d icap p ed  baby  o f  an un ch u rch ed  fam ­
ily. T hey  have also b o ugh t  a toy  for the 
child. T h ro u g h  these expressions o f  c o n ­
cern, they hope  th a t  the family will even­
tually  begin a t tend ing  church  an d  becom e 
Christians.

All o f  this encourages m e greatly. It tells 
m e  th a t  N azarenes do  care ab o u t  children 
an d  are willing to  give time, money, e n ­
ergy, a n d  o th e r  re so u rces  to  m ee t  th e ir  
needs.

Still, the challenge before us is strong. 
T h e re  are too  m a n y  ch i ld ren  w h o  have 
n ev e r  m a d e  life’s m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o n ­
nections. T hey  have never visited a S u n ­
d ay  Schoo l  class o r  h ea rd  “Jesus  Loves 
M e .” N o  C h r i s t i a n  p a r e n t s  o r  f r ie n d s  
m ode l  C hris t ian ity  for them . A n d  G o d ?  
H e is only  a word, an  expletive expression.

Sou thw estern  Bell prom ises  its cu s to m ­
ers th a t  th e ir  te lep h o n es  will he lp  th em  
m ak e  the “great co n n ec tio n s” they  need. 
It is m y  h ea r t ’s cry th a t  the C h u rch  o f  the 
N a z a r e n e  will m a k e  th e  s a m e  k in d  o f  
p rom ise  to  children. ^

M any children 
have never been 
to Sunday 
School or even 
heard “Jesus 
Loves M e ”

H A rm strong R oberts
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MISS THOMPSON
BY TONY CAMPOLO

Jesus showed the world that i f  we 
would be lovers o f  God, we must be 
lovers o f  humanity. Christ made this 
clear when He said, “Inasmuch as ye 
have done it [shown mercy] unto one 
o f  the least o f  these m y brethren, ye  
have done it unto  m e ” (M atthew  
25:40). Tony Campolo tells how a 
teacher learned this lesson in tim e to 
change the life o f  a student.

T
eddy Stallard certainly 

qua lif ied  as “o n e  o f  
t h e  l e a s t . ”  D i s i n ­
t e r e s te d  in  s c h o o l .  
M u s t y ,  w r i n k l e d  

clothes; hair never com bed. O ne  
o f  th o s e  k id s  in s c h o o l  w ith  a 
d e a d p a n  face, e x p re s s io n le s s —  
sort o f  a glassy, unfocused stare. 
W h en  Miss T h o m p so n  spoke to 
T e d d y  h e  a lw a y s  a n s w e r e d  in  
monosyllables. U nattractive , u n ­
m o t iv a te d ,  a n d  d is tan t ,  he  was 
hard  to  like.

W henever  she m arked  Teddy’s 
papers, she got a certain  perverse 
pleasure o u t  o f  pu tt ing  X ’s next 
to  the w rong answers, an d  when 
she p u t  the F ’s a t the  top  o f  the 
papers, she always did it w ith a 
flair. She should  have know n bet­
ter, she had  Teddy’s records an d  
she knew  m o re  ab o u t  h im  th an  
she w anted  to  adm it.  T he  records 
read:

1st Grade: Teddy show s p ro m ­
ise  w ith  h is  w ork  a n d  a ttitu d e ,  
hut poor h o m e  situation.

2nd Grade: Teddy cou ld  do  bet­
ter. M o th er  is seriously  ill. H e  re­
ceives little  help at hom e.

3rd Grade: Teddy is a go o d  hoy  
but too  serious. A slow  learner  
H is m o th er d ied  th is  year.

4th  Grade: T eddy is slow  but 
well-behaved. H is  fa th e r  show s no 
interest.

C hris tm as  came. T he  boys and  
girls in  M iss T h o m p s o n ’s class 
piled th e ir  presents  on  her desk

an d  crow ded a ro u n d  to  watch her 
o p e n  th e m .  S he  w as  s u rp r i s e d  
th a t  Teddy had  b rough t  h er  a gift. 
It was w rap p ed  in b ro w n  p ap e r  
held  to g e th e r  w ith  Sco tch  tape. 
O n  th e  p a p e r  w ere  th e  s im p le  
w o r d s ,  “ F o r  M is s  T h o m p s o n  
from  Teddy.” W h e n  she o p en ed  
Teddy’s present, ou t  fell a gaudy 
rh ines tone  bracelet, with h a lf  the 
s to n es  m issing , a n d  a b o t t le  o f  
cheap  perfume.

T h e  o th e r  boys a n d  girls began 
to  giggle an d  sm irk  over Teddy’s 
gifts, b u t  Miss T h o m p s o n  at least 
had  enough  sense to  silence th em

W h e n  Teddy left, 
Miss Thompson  
got down on her 
knees and asked  
God to forgive her.

by im m e d ia te ly  p u t t in g  o n  th e  
bracelet an d  pu tt ing  som e o f  the 
p e r fu m e  o n  h e r  wrist.  H o ld in g  
her wrist up, she said, “ D o e sn ’t it 
sm ell  lovely?” T ak ing  th e i r  cue  
fro m  th e  te a c h e r ,  th e  c h i ld r e n  
read ily  ag reed  w ith  “ o o ’s” a n d  
“a h ’s.”

A t th e  en d  o f  the  day, Teddy 
lingered behind . H e slowly cam e 
over to  her desk an d  said softly, 
“ M i s s  T h o m p s o n  . . . M i s s  
T h o m p s o n ,  yo u  sm ell  j u s t  like 
m y m o th e r  . .  . an d  her bracelet 
looks real p re tty  on  you, too. I’m 
g la d  y o u  l i k e d  m y  p r e s e n t s . ” 
W h en  Teddy left, Miss T h o m p ­
son got dow n on  her knees an d  
asked G o d  to  forgive her.

T h e  nex t  d ay  w h e n  th e  c h i l ­
d ren  ca m e  to  school, they  were

w elcom ed  by a new teacher. Miss 
T h o m p s o n  had  b eco m e  a differ­
e n t  p e r s o n .  N o  l o n g e r  j u s t  a 
teacher, she had  b eco m e  an  agent 
o f  G o d .  She w as now  a p erson  
c o m m it te d  to  loving h er  children 
a n d  d o in g  th in g s  for th e m  th a t  
w o u l d  l iv e  o n  a f t e r  h e r .  S he  
h e lp ed  all th e  c h i ld re n ,  b u t  es­
pec ia l ly  th e  s low  on es ,  a n d  es­
p ec ia l ly  T eddy  S ta l la rd .  By the 
en d  o f  th a t  sch o o l  year. Teddy 
had  caught up with  m o s t  o f  the 
s tuden ts  a n d  was even ah ead  of 
some.

She d id n ’t hea r  from  Teddy for 
a long time. T h en  o n e  day, she re­
ceived a no te  th a t  read:

D e a r  M i s s  T h o m p s o n :  I 
w a n te d  y o u  to  b e  th e  f i r s t  to 
know. I w ill be  g ra d u a tin g  sec­
o n d  in m y  class. Love, Teddy  
S ta lla rd
Four years later, a n o th e r  note: 

D ear M iss  T hom pson: They  
j u s t  to ld  m e  I w ill b e  g ra d u ­
a tin g  f i r s t  in m y  class. I  w anted  
yo u  to  be th e  f i r s t  to  know. The 
u n iv e r s ity  h a s  no t been  easy, 
b u t  I  l i k e d  it. L o v e , T ed d y  
S ta lla rd
A n d  four years later:

D ear M iss  T hom pson:  Tv o f  
today, I a m  T heodore Stallard, 
M .D. H ow  about that?  I  wanted  
y o u  to  be  th e  f i r s t  to  know. I 
a m  g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d  n e x t  
m onth , the  27 th  to  be exact. I 
want yo u  to  co m e  a n d  sit where 
m y  m o th e r  w o u ld  s i t  i f  sh e  
w ere a live . You a re  th e  on ly  

fa m i l y  I  h a ve  now; D a d  died  
last year. Love, Teddy S ta llard  
Miss T h o m p s o n  w en t to  that 

w e d d in g  a n d  sat w h ere  Teddy’s 
m o th e r  w ou ld  have sat. She de­
served to  sit there; she had  done 
s o m e t h i n g  fo r  T e d d y  t h a t  he 
could  never forget.
E xce rp ted  from  Tony C am p o lo 's  b o o k  Who Switched the Price 
Tags7 (Dallas: W ord  B ooks, 1986) U sed  b y  perm ission.
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MOTHER AND DAUGHTER: 
TEAM-TEACHING ABOUT JESUS

TOM FELDER

M a r t h a  C o r ­
n e l i u s  a n d  
N o rm a  Pur- 
i n g t o n  a re  

good exam ples  o f  N azarene  
S u n d a y  S c h o o l  t e a c h e r s .  
Both  o f  th e m  love teach ing  
the  ch i ld ren  w h o  c o m e  to 
t h e i r  k i n d e r g a r t e n  c l a s s  
each  week. T h ey  take  the ir  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  v e r y  s e r i ­
ously.

T h e  tw o  la d ie s  te a c h  a

class  o f  four-  to  s ix -year-  
o ld s  a t  P o m p a n o  B e ac h ,  
Fla., C h u r c h  o f  th e  N a z a ­
r e n e .  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  
t e a c h in g  to g e th e r  for  th e  
past 12 years, b u t  the ir  re la­
t i o n s h ip  goes b a c k  m u c h  
further .  N o r m a  P u r in g to n  
is the  d au g h te r  o f  Mrs. C o r ­
nelius.

M a r t h a  b e g a n  te a c h in g  
the  class 23 years ago w hen  
she was asked to  fill in t e m ­

Norma Purington (I.) m akes music 
a pleasant part of the 
kindergarten Sunday School 
class. Jonathan Martinez
(foreground) seems to especially  
appreciate the music.

Martha Cornelius, kindergarten 
supervisor and teacher (below), 
leads a class session. The 
student volunteer at the easel is 
Megan Garrow.

porarily  until a p e rm a n e n t  
t e a c h e r  w a s  f o u n d .  H e r  
d a u g h t e r  h a s  a s i m i l a r  
story. T h e y  b o th  r e a l iz e d  
som e t im e  ago th a t  this  was 
n o t  a t e m p o r a r y  a s s i g n ­
m e n t .  T h e y  a re  b o th  c e r ­
ta in  th a t  this  is w here  G o d  
w an ts  them .

I n  h e r  2 3  y e a r s  a s  a 
teacher, M a r th a  has seen a 
lot o f  changes. M a n y  o f  her  
f o r m e r  p u p i l s  n o w  h a v e  
families o f  th e ir  own, an d  
so m e  o f  the ir  ch i ld ren  are 
o ld  e n o u g h  to  b e  in  h e r  
class. T im es  have changed , 
b u t  she qu ick ly  po in ts  o u t  
th a t  s o m e  th in g s  a re  still 
the  same.

“ You still  h a v e  to  love 
the  children,” M a r th a  said. 
“You have to  kn o w  the  m a ­
terial a n d  be ab le  to  look  
th e m  in the  eye w hen  you 
are teaching.”

A l t h o u g h  s h e  h a s  n o t  
been  teach ing  q u i te  as long 
as her  m o the r ,  N o rm a  o f ­
f e r s  s i m i l a r  a d v i c e .  “ It 
d oesn 't  m a t te r  what the  kid 
lo o k s  l ike  o r  h o w  h e  b e ­
haves, the  key is to  let h im  
kn o w  you  care. O n ce  they 
kn o w  you love th e m ,  you  
will have no  t roub le  te ac h ­
ing them .”

T h e  lad ies  sp e n d  a b o u t  
tw o  h o u r s  w i th  25 to  30 
k in d e r g a r t n e r s  e a c h  S u n ­
day. T h ey  teach  th e m  d u r ­
ing bo th  the  S u n d a y  School 
a n d  the  chu rch  hour. M a r ­
th a  usua lly  tells th e  Bible 
story , r ev ie w s  th e  le sson ,  
a n d  p la y s  th e  p ia n o .  She 
g o e s  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  e a c h  
Sa tu rday  a n d  w orks  in the 
c lassroom  for tw o  o r  three 
ho u rs  p repa r ing  visual aids, 
c o p y i n g  a c t i v i t y  s h e e t s ,  
choos ing  songs, a n d  setting

u p  aud iov isua l  eq u ip m en t .  
N o r m a  le ad s  t h e  s ing ing ,  
w orks with  the  ch i ld ren  in 
m e m o r i z i n g  B ib le  verses, 
a n d  han d le s  discipline.

T h e  lad ies  a re  q u ic k  to 
p o i n t  o u t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  
t h e y  h a v e  o t h e r  h e lp e r s .  
T om  Del Q u a n d r i  c o m e s  in 
d u r in g  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  to 
help  out.  D av id  Ray, Bob­
b i e  M i l l s ,  a n d  D a y n a  
W right assist th e m  d u r in g  
the  c h u rc h  hour.

D u r i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  
c h u r c h  th e  y o u n g  p e o p le  
w o r k  t h e i r  w a y  t h r o u g h  
t h r e e  a c t i v i t y  c e n t e r s —  
each  offering a reward for 
c o m p l e t i o n .  O n e  se s s io n  
i n c l u d e s  t h e  B ib le  s to r y  
a n d  lesson review. T h e  sec­
o n d  s e s s i o n  i n v o l v e s  a 
s n a c k  a n d  c o l o r i n g .  T h e  
c o lo r in g  sh e e ts  h e lp  re in ­
f o r c e  t h e  B i b l e  l e s s o n .  
Finally, the  ch i ld ren  are al­
lo w e d  to  e n j o y  t h e  p la y ­
r o o m  n e x t  t o  t h e  c l a s s ­
room .

In a d d i t io n  to  th e  S u n ­
d ay  S choo l  a n d  c h i ld ren ’s 
c h u r c h ,  b o th  la d ie s  work 
w ith  th e ir  k inde rga r tne rs  to 
p r o d u c e  a C h r i s tm a s  pro­
g ram  every year. “We make 
sure each  ch i ld  has a part in 
the  program ,"  N o rm a  said. 
“ Even i f  a child  on ly  shows 
u p  the  S u n d a y  o f  the  pro­
gram , we m a k e  sure  he has 
so m e th in g  to  say o r  som e­
th ing  to  hold .”

Love, in v o lv e m e n t ,  and 
p rep a ra t io n  are the  keys to 
good  teaching, accord ing  to 
M a r t h a  C o r n e l i u s  a n d  
N o rm a  P u ring ton .  T h ey  do 
every th ing  they  can  to  see 
th a t  the  real message about 
Jesus c o m e s  th rough .  ^

H era ld  of Holiness
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Light \our Way 
to Faith and 

Understanding 
. . .  Read a Book



Find Faith 
and 

Understanding 
in a Book

It’s never to o  soon to  find th e  joy and  
exc item en t o f a  g oo d  book. W h e re  e lse  
can  you vicariously live o th er p e o p le ’s 
explo its  o f fa ith — and learn from  their 
discoveries?

A t B eaco n  Hill P ress  o f K a n sas  City, w e  
believe th at understand ing  c o m e s  in 
m an y  p a c k a g e s  . . .

devotional books, 

novels and  short stories, 

doctrinal stud ies, 

biographies, 

serm ons, and  m uch m ore.

T h a t’s w h y  this s e a s o n ’s n e w  titles have  
such variety  and  deal w ith  so  m an y  rele­
van t topics.

A t B eaco n  Hill P ress  o f K a n sas  City, w e  
realize  th a t you have c o m e  to  tru s t us. 
You k n o w  th a t a  B eaco n  Hill boo k will 
help you c o m e  to  grips w ith  fa ith  and  
understand ing. Just a s  o ur n a m e  im ­
plies, w e  hold o u t to  you th e  light o f 
good reading th a t chan g es  lives.

B EA C O N  HILL PR ESS  
O F K A N SA S C ITY

Fiction
A SEASON TILL SPRING
J. B. Perry
Jessica Sterling’s life was right on schedule with a 
promising career in journalism. But when circum­
stances take her from Southern California to her child-, 
hood home in New York, a failing newspaper, and a 
man who does not return her love, life begins to fall 
apart and bitterness is the result. Her discovery of a 
fresh sense of commitment is the heart of this moving | 
novel.
TC083-41 1-3937  Quality Paperback, $5.95

C hristian  Living 
PANCAKE MEMOS, and Other Stories for 
Growing Christians
Ed Stewart
A down-to-earth view of life in Christ is what gives
these 12 narrative tales purpose as well as high inter-

a n d
o th e r s to rie s



Sunrise  
Devotions

est and ready acceptance. Each short story is a gem 
that will captivate your heart and faith. Chapters in­
clude “The Filling Stations of Kirksburg,” “Money to 
Burn,” and “City-by-the-Dunes.”
TC083-411-3880 Quality Paperback, $4.95

Especially for W om en 
CLOTHED IN PURPLE
Frances Simpson
The familiar Proverbs 31:22 passage sets the scene 
for this consideration of a woman of noble character. 
The figure of becoming appropriately clothed— “with 
grace and inner beauty” is considered in the book’s 
three divisions, “The Designer,” “The Pattern,” “The 
Fabric.”
TC083-411 -383x Quality Paperback, $6.95

For th e  R etired  S e t 
SUNRISE DEVOTIONS II
Tim Stearman, editor
A collection of shared experiences by senior adult re­
tirees that touch on the commonplace. These are 
practical devotionals about real victories, mutual antici­
pation, and the stuff that makes up this phase of life. 
Authors represent church men and women of varying 
backgrounds.
TC083-411-3953  Quality Paperback, $4.95

Teen Devotions 
SOARING STRAIGHT AHEAD
Susie Shellenberger
Determination and drive describe the kind of life Susie 
Shellenberger holds out to young disciples: “Soar 
above the crowds on a path that is straight ahead,” is 
her premise in these 28 positive and lighthearted de­
votionals.
TC083-411-3961 Paperback, $1.95



m t m m

For a  P ray er M inistry  
JOURNEY INTO PRAYER
Richard Bond
Personal and corporate prayer are the focus of Bond’s 
study. Understanding the nature of prayer, qualities for 
leading such a group, ideas for organizing and leading, 
and suggestions for biblical praying round out this 
needed resource.
TC083-411-3708 Quality Paperback, $4.95

T he Life of Devotion 
PRAYER AND FASTING
W. E. McCumber
The topic of fasting may be a neglected theme in re­
cent years, but the fearless McCumber pen tackles it 
by linking it with its natural companion, prayer. In four 
chapters, the discipline is held up as a vital spiritual 
exercise.
TC083-41 1-3791 Paperback, $1.95

Teen Evangelism
SHARING MY FAITH: A Teen’s Guide to 
Evangelism
Mark Gilroy, editor
How to overcome fear in being a witness for Christ is 
the motive behind such chapters as “Caring Means 
Sharing,” “Do I Have to Lose My Friends?" “But What 
Do I Say?” “Natural Bridges.” An appendix includes 
methods for using the book with a discipleship group. 
TC083-411-3848 Quality Paperback, $4.95

A S piritua l Journey  
DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD
Yeghia Babikian
One man’s total commitment to God and His unerring 
hand is the essence of this 24-chapter personal 
record of faith. The narrative takes Lebanese Babikian 
from his humble beginnings to unimagined educational 
opportunities, through the presidency of the first Ar­
menian Bible college in the world. Challenging reading. 
TC083-41 1-3775  Quality Paperback, $7.95

M I A  ELIJAH
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ROBERT K. D R U M M O N D

STRAIGHT TALK
POSITIVE

PARENTING
YOU CAN BE A 
WITNESSING 
CHRISTIAN

ABOUT SEX

% J i  ALCOHOL:
A Family Destroyer

YOU NEED * 
FAMILY |  

DEVOTIONS I

E V E R L Y  B U  R G E S S

m n m m m
f/fttrttan' Jjt

Healing the Hurts 
of Resentment

NEVER II DM OFF: 
SURVIVING SINGLE

F a n n y  
Cr o s b y
A  W om an o f  F a ith

ELIZABETH  H ILBU N  R IG D O N

Woman of F aith  
:ANNY CROSBY
George Rice
Another gift booklet for mothers. The subject is blind 
hymn writer and woman of faith, Fanny Crosby. 
TC083-411 -397X Paper, $1.95

New in th e  C h ris tian  Living S e rie s  
Minibooks
YOU CAN BE A WITNESSING CHRISTIAN
Beverly Burgess
TC083-411-3759  Paper, $1.95

POSITIVE PARENTING
| Jack M. Barnell 
TC083-411-366X Paper, $1.95

EVER A DAY OFF: Surviving Single 
'arenthood
■lizabeth Hilbun Rigdon 
1083-411-3767 Paper, $1.95

STRAIGHT TALK ABOUT SEX
Henry W. Spaulding 
TC083-411-3678 Paper, $1.95

YOU NEED FAMILY DEVOTIONS
Lois B. Dunn
TC083-411-3805 Paper, $1.95

ALCOHOL: A Family Destroyer
Jerry Hull
TC083-411-3864 Paper, $1.95

HEALING THE HURTS OF RESENTMENT
Robert Drummond 
TC083-411-3856 Paper, $1.95

[See the Master Buying Guide for the complete 
series.]



Brief Insights 
from

Genesis and 
Exodus

THE HOD O f
NEW

BEGINNINGS

WM

O u t w a r d
A STORY OF CHRISTIANS  
IN  NICARAGUA TODAY: f  
A STORY OF t—
GOOD NEWS /

From  G enesis an d  Exodus 
THE GOD OF NEW BEGINNINGS
W. £  McCumber
With typical insight, wit, and delight, author Mc­
Cumber presents brief insights of truth from the first 
two books of the Old Testament. Great personalities 
like Noah and Joseph, and events of the beginnings 
provide rich teaching, preaching, and reading re­
sources.
TC083-411-3651 Quality Paperback, $6.95

of the rituals and symbols have caused them to be­
come commonplace, which in turn has kept the wor­
shiper from experiencing the mystery of God— a true 
part of Christian worship.
TC083-411-3783 Quality Paperback, $14.95

On th e  S ac ram en ts
OUTWARD SIGN AND INWARD GRACE
Rob L. Staples
Through this user-friendly discussion of baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper, author Staples underscores the 
strong Wesleyan belief in these sacraments and their 
relevance to our everyday lives. To many, the familiarity

Good N ew s of N icaragua 
WOUNDED BUT TRANSFORMED
Sergio Franco
Until now, the church has not spoken to the 100-year 
struggle, revolution, and bloodshed that has been an 
intrinsic part of Nicaragua, and that have peaked in 
the years of the Sandinista revolution. But Sergio 
Franco has remedied that through an intimate knowl­
edge of the Central American country and the Church 
of the Nazarene there. The result is a thrilling story of 
agony and faith.
TC083-411-3694 Quality Paperback, $8.95



icality. Author Hood 
<perience as a 
chapters cover the 
)wth and devel- 
to tell if you’re 
church exciting.

SANCTIFICATION

A LAYMAN'S GUIDE

SANCTIFICATION ‘  
SANCTIFICATION 3 
SANCTIFICATION

Itv response to  your request 
A LAYMAN’S GUIDE TO SANCTIFICATION
H. Ray Dunning
Here is a theologian’s discussion of the work of the 
Holy Spirit written for the man and woman in the pew. 
True to the author’s conviction that scripture has to be 
the benchmark for determining doctrine and experi­
ence, the work presents sanctification as credible and 
livable.
TC083-411-3872 Quality Paperback, $2.95 

Character S erm ons
WHAT’S A NICE GOD LIKE YOU DOING IN 
A PLACE LIKE THIS?
Wesley D. Tracy
Nine sermons on Bible personalities— some famous, 
some not. The Tracy narrative style is at its best here. 
Many take surprising twists; all are faithfully based on

the biblical text. Some titles: “Come Running with a 
Bucket” (Matthew 1:1, 17, 21), “Learning from Leah” 
(Genesis 29:16-23, 25-28, 30), “A Boy Named Dis­
grace” (1 Chronicles 4:9-10).
TC083-411 - 3 7 16 Quality Paperback, $5.95

P ractica l L essons in G row ing 
A LITTLE BOOK FOR SMALL CHURCHES 
THAT WANT TO GROW
Baxter Hood
The key word for this book is practicality 
knows his subject from firsthand 
small church pastor. The book’s 12 
gamut from classic principles of 
oping a concern for quality, to how 
growing and ways to make a small 
Should be required reading for every pastor.
TC083-411-3988 Quality Paperback, $4.95



A Special M inistry
THE FACES OF SINGLE ADULT 
MINISTRIES
Linda Hardin, editor
An awareness of the unique needs of the never- 
married, the divorced, and single because of death is 
the starting place for a church ministry. Of the six au­
thors who supply the chapters, three write from per­
sonal experience and the other three represent single 
adult ministry leaders. A how-to resource.
TC083-411-3627 Quality Paperback, $4.95

T he Topic Is S ervan thood
THE BIBLE SPEAKS TO ME ABOUT MY 
SERVICE AND MISSION
Phyllis H. Perkins
Scripture has a great deal to say about service and 
mission. Author Perkins, a one-time missionary and 
now on a Bible college faculty, is convinced that few 
of us have probed these issues far enough. If Jesus is 
our model, then He must stimulate our hearts and 
minds through His Word. The book’s six chapters deal 
with servanthood and attributes, attitudes, attire, activ­
ity, accountability, and affirmation.
TC083-411-3597 Paper, $5.95

These books are available from your bookstore or from the publisher

B E A C O N  H I L L  P R E S S  O F  K A N S A S
Box 419527, Kansas City, MO 64141 •  1 -800-877-0700
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CHILDREN 
MINISTERING 
TO CHILDREN BY KATHY HUGHES

T he d o l l a r  bills  m a d e  n o  s o u n d  as th e  
child  d ro p p ed  h er  gift in to  the  C hris t­
m as  box. A sm ile  preceded  her words, 
“ 1 w o rk ed  to  ea rn  th e  m o n e y  for m y 
gift. M o m  an d  D ad  paid  m e  to  do  extra

chores.”
“ I saved the  m o n ey  from  m y allowance,” an o th e r  

shared.
“ 1 w as sav in g  th e  m o n e y  to  b u y  a new  v id eo  

game,” said a b eam in g  young  m an. “ But I decided 
to spend the m o n ey  on  VBS books  for Belize.”

Tears b lu rred  m y  vision as child  af te r  child  shared 
his sp ec ia l  s to r ie s  a n d  p la c e d  his m o n e y  in  th e  
C hristm as gift box.

The best gift I  could give 
my Caravan kids was an 
opportunity to serve others.

W h e n  we in i t ia te d  th e  pro jec t ,  th e  ch i ld re n  o f  
O verland Park, Kans., C h u rch  o f  the  N azarene  did 
not even know  where  Belize is located. But as the 
weeks passed, they  le a rn ed  a b o u t  th e  country , its 
people, a n d  its churches. T hey  also learned  an  im ­
portan t lesson in self-sacrifice.

O u r  C arav an  year began  as the  leaves began to 
drop from the trees. By October, C h r is tm as  displays 
were b lossom ing  a t  stores th ro u g h o u t  th e  city. T h e  
decorations re m in d e d  m e  th a t  C h r is tm as  was c o m ­
ing, an d  I needed  a  C aravan  activity to  celebrate it.

I th o u g h t  ab o u t  the  ch ildren  in o u r  church. O u r  
limited budget preven ted  us from  do ing  an y th in g  re­
ally special for them . As I p o n d e red  a n d  prayed, the 
Lord b ro u g h t  to  m in d  a q u es t io n ,  “W h a t  does  a 
child really need?”

W ith typical W estern ap lom b , I thought,  A child 
needs food, shelter, c lothes, paren ts ,  love, friends, 
toys— things like that.

Still, the  q ues t ion  lingered.
T h e  H oly Spirit seem ed to whisper, “T h e  one  fact 

that will never change is th a t  every person, child or

Our youngsters were thrilled at 
the opportunity to minister to 
other children thousands o f  
miles away.

c o n tin u e d  on  p a g e  29
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WHEN CHILDREN 
FEEL LIKE FAILURES

BY JANE LANDRETH

S o m e t im e s  th is  a t t i tu d e  co m es  from  th e  h o m e  
where the  child sees h im self  as a failure by not m ee t­
ing up to  the s tandards  set by paren ts  o r  siblings. 
Som etim es, w ell-m eaning  adu lts— such as teachers 
— can cause this a tt i tude  to  develop in a child w ith ­
ou t  even realizing it. Let m e  use a  few illustrations.

T h e  children were m ak ing  clay tablets represen t­
ing  th e  Ten C o m m a n d m e n ts .  R o b in  m o ld e d  h e r  
tablet. A bsentm indedly , the  teach e r  reaches dow n

Why is it that so many 
children almost never 
experience the glow o f  
success?

Sarah tried to  paste a p ic ture  on  co n s tru c­
tion  paper. T h e  teacher  qu ick ly  straightens it 
before the glue dries. Was Sarah a failure? 

T h e  children  were playing a Bible game. It 
|  was M ark ’s tu rn  to  answ er a question . He did 
|  no t  answ er it correctly. O n e  o f  the boys said. 
1 “W rong again, M ark,” T h e  class laughed. Was 
|  M ark  a failure?
|  As children  are co n tinua lly  re m in d e d  that
" the ir  w ork is no t  good en o u g h  o r  th a t  they 

h ave  been  in co rrec t  to o  m a n y  t im es ,  they 
soon  becom e fearful o f  failure. T hey  no  longer want 
to  try an y th ing  in the  classroom. It is be t te r  no t to 
try th an  to  fail, is the ir  viewpoint.

W h a t  ca n  a te a c h e r  d o  to  av o id  th is  dow nhill  
tu rn ?  H ow  can we help ch ildren  succeed in the  Sun­
day  School classroom?

First o f  all, take  a look a t the  class. Search out 
those ch ildren  w ho  seem to  be failures. Ask yourself, 
“W h a t  could  I do to  build  up  success in these chil-

W h a t  can  cause  a happy, energetic  
child to  b eco m e a shy, w ithdraw n 
individual?  It could  be a sense o f  
f a i lu r e .  S o m e t i m e  d u r i n g  th e  
g row in g -u p  years, th e  ch ild  has  

decided th a t  “ My work isn’t good enough,” or “ I’m 
dum b . 1 c a n ’t do  any th ing  right.” W h a t  w ould  cause 
a child to  th in k  this way?

and  shapes the  tablet a little. R obin  feels her efforts 
were no t good enough. Was she a failure?

T im  was pain t ing  a night scene to  show th a t  G o d  
m ad e  day  an d  night. His sh in ing  stars were lopsided, 
co m p ared  to  the  teacher 's  example. Was he a failure?

Kevin waved his h an d  high in the  air. He w anted  
the teacher  to  notice h im  so th a t  he could  answ er 
the question. W hen  the teacher  called on  him . he 

a n s w e r e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n c o r r e c t l y .  T h e  
te a c h e r  said, “ W ro n g  answer, K ev in .” Was 
Kevin a failure?

26 H era ld  o f H oliness



Don’t let your Sunday 
School classroom become a 
place where children are 
taught that it is better not 
to try than to fail.

dren? W h a t  can  these ch ildren  d o  to  give th em  suc­
cess?”

Find a jo b  for each  child  in the  class th a t  fits his 
capabilities. S o m e tim es  th e  jo b  m ay  be only  to  pass 
the wastebasket o r  ho ld  a p ic ture  while you tell the 
story. It m ay  be to  w a te r  the  flowers o r  to  keep a 
supply shelf  clean. W h e n  the  jo b  is com pleted , re­
m em ber to  th a n k  the  child  an d  offer praise for d o ­
ing the jo b  well.

Allow each  ch i ld  to  d o  his o w n  w ork . Use no  
teacher exam ple . Encourage  the  child to  take  pride 
in his ow n fin ished  p roduc t.  F ind  som eth ing  good 
about the  project, even it i f  is using pretty  colors, o r  
for pa in ting  the  sky a cheerful b lue instead o f  a drab  
black. F ind so m eth in g  good  a n d  praise the  child.

W hen  a child  answ ers a q ues t ion  wrong, try  to  re­
frain from  saying, “ You are wrong.” S om etim es  we 
can say, “W h a t  w ould  be a  be t te r  answer?” O r  be t te r  
yet, let th a t  ch i ld  th a t  a lw ays  seem s  to  hav e  th e  
wrong answ er to  every question , answ er a ques tion  
that has  n o  w ro n g  answers, such  as “ N a m e  som e 
things, ways, . . .” etc.

T he  boys a n d  girls have p robab ly  seen the  child 
that fails so m an y  tim es  answ er w rong  o r  do  so m e­
thing wrong, th a t  they  have labeled h im  a “ loser.” It 
is y o u r  responsib il i ty  to  m a k e  sure th a t  the  child  
does n o t  fail in everything. Begin letting h im  be suc­
cessful in small ways; give en co u rag em en t  an d  praise 
when th ings are d o n e  correctly. T h e  ch ildren  will b e ­
gin to  ca tch  o n  an d  start help ing  in th e  encourage­
ment.

A n o th e r  way to  help  ch ildren  succeed in  the  class­
room is to  let th e m  w ork  in  pairs. P u t  a  child  w ho 
has difficulty  with  a child  w ho  can help him . F ind  a 
Bible verse together. D o  a project together. F ind an 
answer to  a q ues t ion  together.

In p laying a gam e, work in pairs  o r  in team s. Let 
the team  m em b ers  help each other. O r  let the  child 
who answers incorrectly  be th e  leader. T h e  o thers  on 
the team  m u st  tell h im  th e  answer, b u t  on ly  he can 
give the  answer.

E ncouragem en t,  praise, love, an d  a feeling o f  be­
longing to  the  class will help  the  child  w ho  feels like 
a fa ilure b lo sso m  in to  a p ro d u c tiv e  person .  T h a t  
child will know  tha t  so m eo n e  cares an d  expects h im  
to succeed. Such a child  will soon  learn th a t  Jesus 
also cares an d  will help  h im  live a successful life. ^

FASCINATING FACTS 
ABOUT NAZARENE KIDS
Test your KQ (Kids Quotient) with these fascinat­

ing facts:
1. How much did children give in the 1990 Vaca­

tion Bible School mission offering?
a. over $ 1,000 c. over $ 108,000
b. $48,032.75 d. around $27,500
2. How many children attend local church oper­

ated Christian schools and child care ministries?
a. 3,000 c. 13,000
b. 300 d. 32,000
3. How many children applied to be pen pals with 

missionary kids in 1990?
a. over 1,200 c. over 500
b. 67 d. 250
4. How many churches operate children’s church 

programs?
a. 10% c. 60%
b. 30% d. 90%
5. How many people were enrolled in Vacation Bi­

ble School worldwide?
a. 33,000 c. 243,000
b. 153,000 d. 377,000
6. If a child started memorizing one Bible verse a 

month from the time the child was 5 until the child 
turned 18, how many Bible verses would the child 
have learned?

a. 13 c. 156
b. 23 d. 543
7. How many children received the church’s top 

honor for children, the Caravan Bresee medal, in 
1990?

a. 5 c. 94
b. 371 d. 1,231
8. What was the average number of children at­

tending Nazarene Sunday Schools in 1990?
a. around 75,000 c. around 123,000
b. around 112,000 d. around 140,000
9. How many children were enrolled in Sunday 

School in 1990?
a. 150,135 c. 243,802
b. 224,478 d. over a quarter

million
10. How many children does it take to get G od’s 

loving attention?
a. just 1 c. 12, the same number

as the disciples
b. 2 or more gatherered d. God’s too busy with 

together adult matters to pay
. attention to children.Answers:

1-c; 2-d; 3-a; 4-c; 5-d; 6-c; 7-b; 8-d; 9-d; 10-a
Scoring:

10-9 EXCEPTIONAL
8-6 VERY GOOD
5-3 GOOD
Below 3 Wasn’t it amazing to learn what 

Nazarene Kids are up to?
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HEALYS HONORED
for Com m itm ent to Children

A  N a z a r e n e  p a s t o r  
a n d  h is  w ife  w e re  
recently  h o n ored  for 
their  efforts to  p ro ­
v ide a loving e n v i ­

ro n m en t  for “at risk” children.
T h e  aw ard  for “ O u t s t a n d in g  

Work by a  C o m m u n i ty  M e m b er” 
w as  p r e s e n t e d  by  th e  O re g o n  
C o m m u n i t y  E d u c a t io n  A sso c i­
a t i o n  to  Rev. J im  a n d  V o n n ie  
H ea ly  o f  th e  G la d s to n e ,  Oreg., 
C hurch  o f  the Nazarene.

In  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 8 8 ,  t h e  
H ea ly s  r e s p o n d e d  to  a re q u e s t  
from G ladstone  School S uperin ­
ten d en t  Joe G haffari to  provide a 
safe h av e n  for “ la tc h k e y ” c h i l ­
d ren  w ho  had  been going h o m e  
after school to  stay by them selves 
(see “ Latchkey Love” in O c tober  
1989 H erald).

T h e  Healys suggested tha t  N az­
arene C aravan  cu rr icu lum  m ight 
be m odified  to  use with the chil­
d ren .  T h ey  a lso  v o lu n te e re d  to  
find helpers an d  to  direct the p ro ­
g ram . A f te r  m o n t h s  o f  d i s c u s ­
s io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  H e a ly s  a n d  
G la d s to n e  an d  S ta te  o f  O regon  
school officials, a n d  w ith  assis­
tance from the G lads tone  M inis­
t e r i a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  K a th y  
Hughes, C aravan  co o rd in a to r  for 
the  d e n o m in a t io n ,  th e  p ro g ram  
was launched.

T hree  years later, the latchkey 
program  is m in is ter ing  to  50 chil­
d ren  every school day  in G la d ­
stone . T h e  p ro g ra m  n o w  h as  a 
paid director, b u t  the  Healys c o n ­
t inue  to  oversee the program  an d  
to  d o n a t e  b e tw e e n  10 a n d  20 
hours  weekly to the kids.

“Since th e ir  first s ta tem en t  o f  
'we th in k  we can help,’ the Healys 
have sp en t  over  2,000 h o u rs  o f  
vo lunteer t im e  w orking with the

G l a d s t o n e  p r o g r a m ,” sa id  Bob 
Stewart, d i rec to r  o f  C o m m u n i ty  
E d u c a t i o n  fo r  t h e  G l a d s t o n e  
School District. “ Their c o m m i t ­
m e n t  has  m a d e  th is  p ro g ra m  a 
state an d  na t iona l  m odel.”

N o rm a  Paulus, O regon Super­
in te n d e n t  o f  Pub lic  In s tru c tio n ,  
pra ised  th e  N aza re n e  p arsonage  
fam ily , say in g ,  “ I f  m o r e  o f  us 
w o u ld  give o f  o u rs e lv e s  as th e  
Healys have, we w ould  all enjoy a 
be tte r  society.”

A variety o f  o th e r  state a n d  lo­
cal o f f ic ia ls  r e c o m m e n d e d  th e  
Healys for the award, w hich  was 
presented  at a b an q u e t  a t tended  
by ab o u t  300 persons from  across 
the state. It m ark ed  the first t im e 
t h a t  t h e  a w a r d  h a d  b e e n  p r e ­
sen ted  to  a clergy person.

T h e  aw ard reads:

Gratefully Presented to 
J IM  A N D  V O N N IE  HEALY

“We the m em b ers  o f  OCEA, 
salute you for y ou r  ou ts tand ing  
c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  the  ex tended  
day  p rogram  o f  the  G lads tone  
School District, for instilling in 
th e  p ro g ra m  c a r in g  a n d  n u r ­
t u r i n g  a t t r i b u t e s ,  fo r  d e v e l ­
op ing  it as a state an d  national 
m ode l ,  a n d  for y o u r  e n th u s i ­
a s m ,  d e d i c a t i o n ,  a n d  w i l l ­
ingness to  share o f  yourselves.”

“ We are h u m b le d  to  see how 
G o d  has d o n e  such a great work 
in o u r  c o m m u n i ty  th ro u g h  us,” 
said J im  Healy.

T h e  m in is te r  said m ost o f  the 
persons a t ten d in g  the aw ard  ban ­
q u e t  w e re  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  th a t  
several c a m e  up  a f te rw a rd  with 
tears in their  eyes to  th an k  them  
for being involved in this m inis­
try to  young  people. ^

The Healys have 
contributed more 
than 2,000 hours 
to the program for 
“at risk” children.

One of 50 young persons currently involved 
in the extended day program in Gladstone, 
Oreg.

Gladstone School Superintendent Joe 
Ghaffari with Vonnie and Jim Healy.
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M in istry  to  C h ild re n  . . .
continued from page 25

adult, h as  a l iv in g  sou l t h a t  will sp e n d  e te rn i ty  
somewhere."

That was it. T h e  answ er was so s im ple— all a child 
REALLY needs is G od.

For the first t im e  in a very long while, I sensed the 
challenge to  w hich  every C hris t ian  m u s t  re sp o n d —  
the charge to  share the gospel o f  Jesus C hrist with 
others.

“ W h a t  d o es  a ch i ld  really  n e e d ? ” Every  ch ild  
needs to know  Jesus C hrist as personal Savior an d  
to know the im p o r tan ce  a n d  joy  o f  sharing tha t  m es­
sage with so m eo n e  else.

C h r i s tm a s  s h o p p in g  fo r m y  C a ra v a n  k id s  w as 
completed. T h e  best gift I cou ld  give th e m  was an 
opportunity  to  serve others.

The Lord rem in d ed  m e  o f  a vacation  to  the  C e n ­
tral A m erican  co u n try  o f  Belize. My m in d  played 
back the  sights an d  sounds, a long  with  rem in d e rs  o f  
the ded ica t ion  o f  the  pastors, laym en, an d  district 
leaders to  share Chris t  with others.

I con tac ted  Rev. O n e s im o  Pot, district su p e r in ten ­
dent o f  Belize, w ho  was excited ab o u t  the  proposed  
project. We w orked  o u t  the  details, a n d  o u r  en te r­
prise was a n n o u n c e d  to  the children. T h is  year, in ­
stead o f  e x c h a n g in g  g if ts  w i th  o n e  a n o th e r ,  we 
would use o u r  gift m o n e y  to  b u y  V acation Bible 
School books  for the  ch ildren  o f  Belize.

The kids responded  to  the  challenge with  fervor. 
They d id  ex tra  cho res ,  h o a r d e d  th e i r  a l low ance ,  
raided th e i r  piggy b an k s ,  a n d  d id  w h a te v e r  they  
could to  raise money. Weekly C aravan  m eetings in ­
cluded the sharing  o f  in fo rm atio n  ab o u t  Belize and  
its people, as well as p rayer for the boys an d  girls in 
our churches  there.

T h a t  year, there  were no  gifts for o u r  own children 
under the  C aravan  C h ris tm as  tree, b u t  there  was no 
sadness. O u r  youngsters  were thrilled  at the  th ough t  
of being able to  m in is te r  to  o th e r  ch ildren  like th e m ­
selves in a c o m m u n i ty  th o u san d s  o f  miles away.

With the  m o n ey  they raised, we were able to  p u r­
chase 36 p r im ary  pupil books, a teacher’s m anual ,  
and a visual aid packet. A Work an d  W itness team  
of s tuden ts  from  Olivet N azarene University  deliv­
ered the  i tem s to  Rev. Pot.

Rev. Pot expressed his th an k s  to  the ch ildren  for 
their "special C hr is tm as  gift.” T h e  books  were used to 
share the  G o o d  News with  the  ch ildren  o f  M ayan  fam ­
ilies in a village in the  c o m m u n i ty  a ro u n d  Toledo.

W h o  w ould  have ever th o u g h t  th a t  ch ildren  could  
m in is te r  to  ch ild ren?  But t h a t ’s exactly  w h a t  o u r  
C aravaners did. It m akes  m e  feel good to  know  that 
even the  least o f  us can  respond  to  the challenge to  
take the  gospel in to  all the  world.
Kathy Hughes is the director o f Caravan at Overland Park, 
Kans., Church of the Nazarene and Caravan coordinator for 
the denomination. ^

Children’s Ministries 
Launches Calendar Art 

Contest
C hildren, ages 2 to 12, are invited to participate in 

the first C h ild ren ’s C alendar Art Contest. 
Sponsored by Nazarene Children’s Ministries, the 
contest will allow young people to explore their ar­
tistic abilities while providing illustrations for a spe­
cial children’s calendar, according to Kathy Hughes, 
coordinator of the project.

“We have been wanting to create a calendar to 
promote daily Bible reading by children for a long 
time, and we decided that it would be best to illus­
trate it with the art of youngsters,” said Hughes.

The winning pieces of art will be selected by Chil­
dren’s Ministries and Nazarene Publishing House. 
The calendar will be released at the 1993 General 
Assembly.

Children whose art is selected for publication will 
receive a special limited edition jacket and a copy of 
the calendar. Those receiving honorable mention 
will receive a limited edition sweatshirt.

Hughes said the artwork should be religious in na­
ture. “It could illustrate stories in the Old or New 
Testaments, ways that children can show love to oth­
ers, or things that happen at church,” she explained.

The artwork may be prepared in a variety of me­
dia, such as crayons, fingerpaints, watercolors, or 
markers. Fluorescent colors and pencil are not ac­
ceptable.

Regional directors have been given permission to 
open the contest to children in their World Mission 
regions, according to Hughes.

Dates for the local church contests are from June 
1, 1991, through October 27, 1991. The number of 
eligible entries is based on the size of a church’s total 
Sunday School attendance. All entries should be 
postmarked no later than October 30, 1991.

All young people, ages 2 to 12, who are participat­
ing in the children’s program of a local Church of 
the Nazarene are eligible.

Contest details are included in the Children’s 
Week Packet. For more information, contact the 
children’s director at your church.
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HERE’S HELP!
A selected bibliography o f  resources fo r  ministry to children.

CLINE, FOSTER, and FAY, JIM. 
Parenting with L ove an d  Logic. 
Colorado Springs: Navpress Books,
1989. HH089-109-3117, $14.95

ELKIND, DAVID. A ll Grown Up 
and  No Place to Go. New York: 
Addison-Wesley Publishing C om ­
pany, Inc., 1988.

H H 020-111-3791, $9.95

ELK IN D , DAVID. T he H u rried  
Child: Growing Up Too Fast Too 
Soon, rev. ed. New York: Addison- 
Wesley Publishing Company, Inc., 
1988. H H 020-107-3978, $9.95

GARBORG, ROLF. The F a m ily  
Blessing. Dallas: Word Publishing, 
1991. HH084-990-7810, $10.99

HEMFELT, ROBERT, and WAR­
REN, PAUL. Kids Who Carry Our 
Pain. Nashville: T hom as Nelson,
1990. HH084-077-4761, $ 17.95

K ETTERM A N , GRACE. Under­
stand ing  Your C h ild ’s Problems. 
Old Tappan, NJ.: Fleming H. Revell 
Company, 1983.

HH080-075-3275, $9.95

M A H A F F E Y , JOY, a n d  PEEL, 
KATHY. A M o th er’s M anual fo r  
S ch o o l D a y  S urv iva l. P o m o n a ,  
Calif.: Focus on the Family Publish­
ing, 1990. HH092-960-8887, $8.99

M U M F O R D ,  A M Y  R OSS. B y  
Death or Divorce. Denver Accent 
Books, 1984. HH089-636-075X, $4.95

RA ND , RON. For Fathers W ho  
A ren’t in Heaven. Ventura, Calif.: 
Regal Books, 1986.

HH083-071-1872, $7.95

SCIACCA, FRAN. Generation at 
R isk . M inneapolis:  World Wide 
Publications, 1990.

HH089-066-174X, $14.95

SEDGW ICK , CAROLYN. W hen  
M others M ust Work. Springdale, 
Pa.: Whitaker House, 1988.

HH088-368-2087, $7.95
SMITH, HAROLD IV A N .  One-Par­
ent Families. Kansas City: Beacon 
Hill Press of Kansas City, 1981.

H H 083-410-7244, $4.95
TRENT, JOHN, and  SMALLEY, 
GARY. The Language o f  Love. Po­
mona, Calif.: Focus on the Family 
Publishing, 1988.

HH092-960-8151, $14.99
VAN KLOMPENBURG, CAROL, 
and SIITARI, ELIZABETH. Loving 
Your Preborn Baby. Wheaton, 111.: 
Harold Shaw Publishers, 1990.

HH087-788-529X, $13.95
WHITE, JERRY and MARY. When 
Your K ids A ren ’t K ids Anym ore. 
Colorado Springs: Navpress, 1989.

H H 089-109-6246, $8.95 
hi

NEWEST TITLE
CH RISTIAN VALUES  

vs. 
WORLD VALUES

CLEAN 
LIVING 
IN A 
DIRTY 
WORLD

Thirteen studies on living Chris- 
tianly in the midst of a world with 
o p p o s in g  va lu e s . A r t ic le s  on 
sports, clothes, movies, music, 
money, power, success, pornogra­
phy, and more.
HH083-411-2787 Pupil $3.95
HH083-411-2779 Leader's Guide

$2.95
Prices sub jec t to change w ithout no tice
Plus po stage

Order toll-free

Nazarene Publishing House

1-800-877-0700
Box 419527 •  Kansas City, MO 64141

BOO Bill MM «
mom i urn
Complement this year’s VBS /£* i ,  
theme Heroes for God with.. /fcB
Zeroes into Heroes
With a num ber o f b ib lica l tru ths being taught, th is  pro  
duction w ill work great w ith VBS programs. Children  
w ill d iscover firs thand how  God can use us to accom ­
p lish  His work, even in our weakness.
H H M B -628 B o o k ...........................................................................$4.50
HHTA-9130C Stereo C asse tte .......................................................$8.98
h h m u -9130C  Accom p. Cassette (stereo trax

and s p lit-c h a n n e l) ...................................................$55.00
HH M B -628A  Perform ance M a n u a l........................................... $55.00
h h m u -915 Service F o ld e rs ..................................... 100 $6.00
HHL-9130C Choral Preview Pack (L im it 1 p e r church). . . $5.00

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANCE PLUS POSTAGE

0  „ CALL TOLL-FREE
J m i/ le n q s  1 - 8 0 0 - 8 7 7 - 0 7 0 0
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C a n  L o v e  
D o  

L e s s ?

gave as much as they were able, 
and even beyond their ability.

2 CORINTHIANS 8:3, niv

T I T H I N G — IT  W O R K S
S T E W A R D S H IP  S E R V IC E S  •  C H U R C H  OF TH E N A Z A R E N E



A Church That Practices 
What It Preaches

On a recent Sunday, I found  
m yse lf  free from c o m m i t ­
m e n ts  for a m o rn in g  and  

able to  visit a  chu rch  I had  heard  
about.  I drove across the  city, took  
a bulle tin  from the  friendly usher, 
an d  slipped in the  back row du r in g  
the  first hym n. T h e  sanc tua ry  was 
sim ply  bu t beautifully  ad o rn e d  with 
b an n e rs  a n d  a b o u q u e t  o f  flowers. 1 
surveyed the  congrega t ion— young  
an d  old. white, black. Filipino, and  
H ispanic  filled the  pews.

I felt like a little kid with m y 
nose pressed against the  w indow  o f  
a candy  shop. I reveled in delight at 
w ha t I saw. It was as if  m os t  o f  the 
delicious sweets o f  w orsh ip  and  
c o m m u n i ty  th a t  I had  d ream ed  
a b o u t  lay before me.

T h e  pastor, a 30 -som eth ing  
w o m an ,  robed in a sim ple white  
p reach ing  robe a n d  colorful stole, 
s tood  an d  beckoned  all o f  the  chil­
d ren  to  the  front o f  the  small sanc­
tuary. Eager to  heed  her  invitation , 
ha l f  a dozen  ch ild ren  rushed  from 
the  pews an d  p lopped  on  the  floor. 
A n o th e r  g roup  o f  paren ts  herded 
several todd le rs  a n d  carried  babes 
in a rm s  forward to  jo in  the  circle. 
T h e  pas to r  asked the  ch ild ren  to 
c o u n t  to  eight, w hich  they p roud ly  
did. T h e n  the  ch ild ren  were scat­
tered to  eight areas o f  the  sanc­
tua ry  where they taped  the  n u m ­
bers to  the  walls to  be used later in 
a sm all-group  C o m m u n io n  time. 
P roud  o f  the ir  accom plishm en ts ,  
so m e o f  the  littlest children  
sk ipped  o ff  to  S un d ay  School, 
while o the rs  re jo ined  the ir  parents. 
A lay w o m an  read the  scripture. A 
la y m an  played the  organ. T h e  pas­
to r  w elcom ed  visitors an d  allowed 
for any  in the  congregation  to 
s tand  an d  m a k e  in tro d u c t io n s  o f  
friends an d  a n n o u n c e m e n ts .  T he

news o f  the  dea th  o f  a long tim e 
m e m b e r  ca m e  before the  p ro ­
n o u n c e m e n t  th a t  a n o th e r  was ex­
pec ting  twins. A le tter  o f  th a n k s  for 
p reparing  h u n d re d s  o f  m eals  for a 
hom eless  shelter was read, and  
t im es  an d  dates  o f  a Bible study, 
su p p o r t  group, ru m m a g e  sale, and  
w eekend  spiritual life retreat were 
offered.

W h e n  the pas to r  stood to  preach.
I realized I was ho ld ing  m y  breath. 
C o u ld  the  p reach ing  be good too?

C onfidently ,  the  pas to r  took  the  
pulpit ,  q u o t in g  from a beloved 
hym n, “O  to  grace how  great a 
de b to r  daily  I’m  co n s tra in ed  to 
be!" T h is  phrase b ecam e the  litany
th a t  artfully wove a ____
m e m o rab le  se rm o n  from 
her  own experience o f  
grace, a n d  so u n d  d e f in i ­
t ions  o f  grace th a t  were 
app l ied  to  her  life a n d  the  
lives o f  her  congregants.
She was prepared,  a r t icu ­
late, a n d  passionate. T h e  
p reach ing  was m o re  th a n  
good. It was clear, wise, 
a n d  challenging. I felt like
cry ing with  joy  d u r in g  the  ____
prayer time. C h u rch e s  tha t  
n o t  on ly  accept a w o m a n  as pas to r  
b u t  th rive  u n d e r  her  leadership, do  
exist! My G od-g iven  hopes were 
n o t  ju s t  wishful th inking.

W h e n  it c a m e  t im e  for C o m m u ­
nion. we were in s truc ted  to  look at 
o u r  bulletins. A n u m b e r  from one 
to  eight had  been w ri t ten  in the 
corner. T h a t  n u m b e r  d e te rm in e d  
the  small g roup  in w hich  we w ould  
take C o m m u n io n .  T h e  ch ildren  
had  earlier  des ignated  m ee t ing  a r ­
eas, an d  we separated  in to  eight 
groups. T h e  p as to r  a n d  a w o m an  
se m in a r ia n  to o k  the  bread, blessed 
an d  b roke  it an d  offered a chalice

o f  ju ic e  to  each  group.
We served each  o th e r  w ith  the  

a n c ie n t  holy  words: " T h e  body  o f  
C hris t  b ro k en  for you. T h e  c u p  o f  
sa lvation  spilt for you.”

W h e n  we had  all pa r taken ,  we 
to o k  t im e  to  f ind  o u t  why we had 
com e. “ H ow  long have you been 
a t te n d in g  here?" I asked  the  group. 
T h e  o lder  ladies had  been  m e m ­
bers  for 40  years. Two o the rs  had 
visited on  the  sa m e  S u n d ay  over a 
year ago a n d  had  c o m e  back  ever 
since. A young  co u p le  had  a t ­
te n d ed  for several y ears.

O n e  o f  the  o lder  w o m e n  looked 
m e  in the  eyes an d  said, “O u r  pas­
to r  is w onderful .  In the  five \e a r s

T hhe preaching was more 
than good. I t  was clearf 
wise, and challenging

she has been  here lots o f  new peo ­
ple have c o m e  a n d  stayed. She is a 
good p reacher  an d  a ca r ing  pas to r  
w h o  is there  for us.” T h e  whole 
g roup  w ent on  to  a f f i rm  the ir  pas­
tor.

My heart was full to  overflowing. 
In m y years in the  church .  I've 
rarely heard  a p as to r  spontaneously- 
praised, a l though  I've heard  lots o f  
c rit ic ism  a n d  offered m u c h  myself. 
A fter  the  bened ic tion .  I s tood  c h a t ­
t ing  in the  back  o f  the  church ,  an d  
the  p as to r  ap p ro a c h e d  me. W e’d 
m e t  on ly  o nce  m o n th s  before, b u t  
she called m e  by n a m e  a n d  reached
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REBECCA LAIRD

out to hug my daughter, saying,
"Can this be Rachel? She is grow­
ing so fast.” This pastor offered 
holy healing to me by simply re­
membering my name and wel­
coming my child. She could have 
been more interested in the morn­
ing’s offering or cornering a board 
member about an important 
matter, but she made greeting me a 
priority. Without knowing it, she 
insured that I would be back be­
cause she welcomed and remem­
bered me.

In my brief visit to this church, I 
could tell that it was a community 
built on love, trust, and a commit­
ment to be open to all people who 
were honestly seeking God. That 
commitment made it possible for a 
woman pastor to flourish and, like­
wise, the diverse congregation.

I went home that Sunday prais­
ing God for guiding me to a wor­
ship service that fully affirmed 
women, men, and children of all 
races as able ministers in the 
church. That short morning bol­
stered my hope that more 
churches, especially those in the 
Church of the Nazarene, will be 
open and responsive to women 
pastors who are called, competent, 
and able to communicate the gos­
pel in word and deed.

For me, I savor the truth about 
the full equality of  the ministry, 
and I have seen that some churches 
practice what most preach about 
the priesthood of all believers. The 
kingdom of God is coming, and all 
who have been called and gifted 
must be freed to proclaim the good 
news.
Rebecca Laird is a professional writer 
and editor She lives in San Francisco 
and is a licensed minister. ^

Because You Gave

FROM MURDER 
TO MINISTRY!

BY CHARLES R. GAILEY

She had murder in her heart. 
Som eone had  killed her 
brother, and she was full of 

revenge. Mahgi bought a knife and 
secreted it in the thatch of the roof 
of her home in Swaziland. When 
th e  n ight w ould  b eco m e  d ark  
enough, she planned to remove 
the knife from the 
hiding place and 
go to the  m a n ’s 
h o m e  a n d  k i l l  
him.

T hat Saturday 
morning,, a group 
of Nazarene lay­
p e r so n s  set o u t  
f r o m  th e  lo c a l  
C h u r c h  o f  t h e  
N azarene .  They 
utilized every Sat- 
u rd a y  to  e v a n ­
gelize from house 
to house in their area of Swazi­
lan d .  G o d ,  in H is  m ercy  an d  
grace, allowed their path to inter­
sect with Mahgi’s on that fateful 
day. Before they left, a chair, in 
Mahgi’s home had become an al­
tar where she knelt and gave her 
life to the Lord.

I never will forget the next ser­
vice in church. Mahgi got up near 
the back o f  the church, walked 
down the aisle, and laid the mur­
der weapon on a Nazarene altar. 
By doing so, she was saying, “God 
has taken the desire for revenge 
out of  my heart.” What rejoicing 
there was as the church celebrated 
this great victory of a new m em ­
ber of the body.

God then called Mahgi to Chris­
tian service. Because you gave,

Swaziland Nazarene Bible College 
was there as a training institution 
for Mahgi. Because you gave, the 
buildings had been built. Because 
you gave, the faculty had been 
hired. Because you gave, there was 
a plain but warm dormitory where 
Mahgi could stay until she com­

pleted her studies.
I well rem em ­

ber the day after 
Mahgi graduated, 
when she came to 
m y  o f f i c e  a n d  
told me that the 
distric t su p e r in ­
te n d e n t  w an ted  
h e r  to  p a s to r  a 
church . “ M fun- 
d is i ,”  she said , 
“how can I pastor 
a church? I am so 
inadequate.” I ex­

plained to her that she must not 
th ink o f  who she is, but rather 
what God would want her to do. 
Obedience is the only way to live a 
happy Christian life.

Mahgi accepted the district su­
p e r in t e n d e n t ’s cha llenge. She 
worked hard and put her educa­
tion to effective use. Recently, her 
church  won the Small C hurch  
Achievement Award on her dis­
trict. Aren’t you glad that you gave 
so that she could be trained? To­
day, Mahgi is busy evangelizing in 
her own area. Those that she wins 
will go to win others. The story 
will never end . .  . because you  
gave. Please continue to give so 
that others, too, may have their 
lives transformed! rq

“God has 
taken the 
desire fo r  
revenge out 
o f  my h eart”
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WORDS AND MUSIC
Reviews o f  recently released books and music

A SEASON TILL  SPRING , J. B. Perry, Beacon Hill Press of Kan­
sas City, 1991, 110 pages. HH083-411-3937 $5.95

A Season Till Spring m a rk s  the  en t ry  o f  the  N azarene  
P u b lish in g  H o u se  in to  th e  C h r is t ia n  r o m a n c e  m a rk e t .  
A n d  w ha t  a delightful en t ry  it is. It co m p ares  favorably 
with  som e o f  the  best books  in this 
field.

Be p repared  to  relive the  dep th  o f  
e m o t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  w h e n  y o u  
w alked  th ro u g h  y o u r  o w n  d ays  o f  
gr ief  a n d  sorrow. You will w an t  to  
keep read ing  this  book, m o tiv a te d  by 
the  a u th o r ’s ability to  m a k e  you be­
lieve you  are  r e a d in g  a true story  
ra the r  th a n  fiction. In fact, you  are 
su re  th e r e ’ll b e  n o  “ l ived  h a p p i ly  
ever a f te r” because  it is w ri t ten  so 
t ru e  to  life.

T h e  th read  th ro u g h o u t  the  story is rom ance ,  b u t  w oven 
in to  this  th e m e  is a variety o f  e m o t io n s  we have all h ad  at 
som e t im e  in life— grief, sorrow, hate, love, suspicion, re­
morse, forgiveness. T hese  h u m a n  realities are expressed in 
such  a way th a t  you  identify with  a n d  re m e m b e r  th e m  all 
in y ou r  ow n life.

It is a good story, a n d  you  hope  the  a u th o r  co n t in u es  to  
create m ore  stories. R ead ing  it leaves you reflective. T h e  
m a t te r  o f  repen tance  a n d  forgiveness is dealt  w ith  in a re­
alistic way.

— Kathy Butts

MANAGING STRESS IN MARRIAGE, Bill and Vonette Bright, 
Here’s Life Publishers, 1990, 221 pages. HH089-840-2727 $8.95 

Bill an d  Vonette Bright are the  founders  o f  C a m p u s  C r u ­
sade for C h r is t  In te rn a t io n a l .  Bill has  a u th o re d  several 
o th e r  books, including: The Secret, Witnessing Without 
Fear, As You Sow. Vonette has  developed  an  in te rna t iona l  
p rayer m in is try  a n d  is c h a i rm a n  o f  the  In tercession W ork­
ing G ro u p  o f  the  L au sa n n e  C o m m it t e e  for World E van ­
gelism.

T h is  d y n a m ic  coup le  has dec ided  to  share  the  secrets o f  
th e ir  success in  th is  book . Stress is 
b ec o m in g  all too  o f ten  a way o f  life 
in th e  “ n o r m a l ” A m e r ic a n  h o u s e ­
hold, w ith  bo th  p a re n ts  w ork ing  a n d  
the  k ids hav ing  a  schedule  to  keep  as 
w e l l .  T h i s  c o m m o n - s e n s e  d i a r y  
shares th e ir  persona l feelings, p r o b ­
lems, a n d  tr ium phs .

T h e  bo o k  uses b iblical p r inc ip les  
to  set a s ta n d a rd  for bu ild ing  a s trong 
m arr iage  th a t  can  n o t  on ly  survive 
b u t  f lourish  u n d e r  stress.

T h is  b o o k  is w ri t ten  in a d ia ry  style, w hich  m a k es  it 
easy to  read. It is a  m u s t  for those  coup les  w ho  f ind  th e m ­
selves b u rn in g  the  cand le  at b o th  en d s  a n d  f ind  th a t  the 
m idd le  is getting  awfully warm . It can  help  all o f  us tu rn  
stressful m o m e n ts  in to  “ M arriage Enhancers ."

If  I were to  grade th is  book , it w ou ld  receive good  m a rk s  
for its s trong  biblical s tandards .  If  it is lack ing  any th ing ,  it 
is the  fact th a t  n o t  all coup les  w ork  in the  sa m e w o rk ­
place. T h e  a u th o rs  shou ld  have spen t a little m o re  t im e  on 
how  to  have separate  life goals yet struggle toge ther  tow ard  
the  sam e family goals.

— Rachel White

THE DATING DILEM M A, Bob Stone and Bob Palmer Baker 
Book House, 1990, 200 pages. HHO8O-10 8 -314 1  $9.95
Bob P a lm e r  is a n  e x p e r ie n c e d  p as to ra l  c o u n s e lo r  and  
c a m p u s  chapla in .  Bob S to n e  has also w orked  in pastoral 
counse ling  a n d  college ministry. Both are d irec to rs  at Per­
sonal Rela tionsh ips .  Inc., a  family counse ling  cl inic in Bir­
m ingham .

Youth workers ,  pastors, teachers,  counselors ,  a n d  par­
ents, as well as young  people, will be helped  by th is  book. 
T hese  veteran  family counse lo rs  cu t  
th ro u g h  all o f  the  c o m m o n  m is in ­
fo rm a tio n  a n d  o p in io n s  h a n d e d  o u t  
all too  freely to  you n g  people  (and  
by y o u n g  p eo p le )  to  ex p la in  how  
n a tu ra l  sexual d r ives  ca n  b e c o m e  
explosive a n d  o u t  o f  contro l .  Using 
th e  “b io log ica l  h a n d  g re n a d e  la d ­
der,” th e y  i l lu m in a te  th e  p ro g re s ­
sion o f  physical in t im ac y  from the 
b o t to m  rung  (h an d  hold ing) to  the  
to p  ru n g  (intercourse).

T h is  bo o k  deals in an  o p en  m a n ­
n e r  w i th  d a t in g  b e h a v io r  a n d  te e n a g e  s e x u a l i ty  in a 
tasteful a n d  hones t  m a n n er .  Inc luded  is a  frank discussion 
o f  the  conseq u e n ces  o f  p rem ari ta l  sex, as well as sensible 
advice for “getting d o w n  o f f  the  ladder” a n d  clear, scrip­
tu ra l guidelines  for recovery a n d  forgiveness.

T h is  is n o t  a “g ive-i t- to-the-kid-and-forget- it” guide to 
teen  sex educat ion .  T h is  bo o k  gives good  f u n d a m e n ta l  ad­
vice that,  once  read by p aren ts  a n d  teens, can  pave  the 
way for good  c o m m u n ic a t io n  o n  the  subject. T h e  chapters 
include: “ H o w  Far Is Too Far?” “ H id d e n  C o n seq u en c es  of 
M essing  A ro u n d ,” " D a te  o r  A c q u a in ta n c e  R ape ,"  and 
“ H ow  to  K n o w  W h e n  It's Love.”

T h is  bo o k  co m es  highly r e c o m m e n d e d  a n d  will offer 
assistance in o p en in g  u p  th is  im p o r ta n t  top ic  o f  c o m m u ­
n ica tion  for C hris t ian  paren ts  a n d  th e ir  teenagers.

— Calvin Leon Richardson

m
Bill&Vbnette Br$it
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CARRY THE LIGHT, Lillenas Musicreations, Lillenas Publishing 
Company. h h ta -9 1 2 5 C  S t e r e o  C a s s e t t e , $ n . 9 s ;  h h d c -  
9125  St e r e o  C o m p a c t  D is c  (d o u b l e  d is c ), $19.98 

The Masters Chorale
Over the  last few years, som e terrific  C hris t ian  songs have 
been p o p u la r ized  by such  artis ts  as Steve G reen ,  Sandi 
Patti, Larnelle  Harris ,  T h e  C athedra ls ,  Twila Paris, G a i ­
ther Vocal Band, R ay  Boltz, a n d  others. Here, T h e  M a s­
ters C hora le  p e r fo rm s  beau tifu l  chora l/o rches tra l  a r range­
ments o f  27 o f  the  f inest o f  these  in ­
spirational classics. A full 90  m in ­
utes o f  m us ic  is inc luded , w ith  n o t  a 
weak cu t  in the  b u nch .

If you en joy  songs th a t  c o m b in e  
powerful texts w ith  powerful music,
“I Want to  K n o w  Christ,” “G o d  an d  
God A lone,” a n d  “C arry  the  Light” 
will p ro v e  in c re d ib ly  s t i rr ing .  O n  
the gentler side, there  are  a n u m b e r  
of m e m o r a b le  s e le c t io n s— “ L a m b  
of G od .” “T h e re  Is a Savior,” an d  
“Touch Your People O n c e  Again.”
An a t tract ive  variety o f  styles ro u n d s  o u t  the  recording, 
ranging from  m ild  c o n te m p o r a r y  (“Aw esom e G o d ” ) to  
Scrip ture/praise (“ W h e n  I Look  in to  Your H oliness” ) to 
sou thern  gospel (“C a n  He? C o u ld  He? W ould  He? Did 
He?").

For ch o irs  a n d  en s e m b le s  w h o  w ou ld  like to  realize 
these so u n d s  them selves, a full line o f  c o m p a n io n  chora l 
products  is available. Soloists look ing  for m e d iu m -h ig h

voice a r ran g e m en ts  will f ind  the  “ solo a c c o m p a n im e n t  
b o o k ” a real value. Split-channel cassettes have also been 
released, one  for choir, one  for soloists, b r ing ing  all 27 or­
chestral trax  in to  one  very affordable package.

—Ken Bible

THE TALE OF THREE TREES, Stereo Cassette, Ark Records.
HHTA-1249 $9.98

Jeff  Jo h n so n  an d  A rk  R ecords have d o n e  a beautiful jo b  
in br ing ing  to  life th is  p o p u la r  c h i ld ren ’s p ic ture  book. 
T h e  trad i t iona l  folktale, n a r ra te d  by E lizabeth  D en ison  
M artin ,  is very effectively highlighted by b ac k g ro u n d  m u ­
sic an d  an  o p en in g  song.

T h e  story conveys, in a sim ple an d  tim eless way, one  
central tru th : in Christ , all G o d ’s p lans  and  o u r  highest 
d rea m s  are fulfilled in daily  an d  unexpected  ways. And, 
m o s t  im por tan t ly ,  ch i ld ren  w ho  m igh t no t  u n d e r s ta n d  
w ha t  I ju s t  wrote, will enjoy, grasp, an d  re m e m b e r  the  
story.

T h e  en t ire  text, com ple te  with full-color illustrations, is 
inc luded  on  the  cassette insert card. This, p lus the  quality  
o f  the  recording, m a k e  the  cassette a good value, even 
th o u g h  the  p rogram  is only  20 m in u tes  in length (repeated 
bo th  sides).

If  you buy  it for a  child, f ind  som e excuse to  listen to  it 
yourself. I believe y o u ’ll n o t  only  be m oved  by it, b u t  will 
w an t  to  share it with a friend.

— Ken Bible
hi

a c c ru e  ta x -fre e  in te re s t fo r th e  m in is te r ’s re tire m e n t inco m e . W ith d ra w a ls  can  be 

d e s ig n a te d  as h o u s in g  a llo w a n ce .

H j  T h e  loca l ch u rch  m ay p ro v id e  m ed ica l c o v e ra g e  th ro u g h  the  N a z a re n e  H ea lth  and 
H o s p ita liz a tio n  P ro g ra m  on p a r t ic ip a tin g  d is tr ic ts . By s e le c tin g  O p tio n  6 and 

s e lf- in s u r in g  the  d e d u c tib le  a nd  c o -in s u ra n c e , th e  ch u rch  can  reduce  the  a m o u n t of 

ta x e d  in c o m e  n e c e s s a ry  to  p ro v id e  th is  co ve ra g e .

G ro u p  te rm  life  in s u ra n c e  is a n o th e r e m p lo ye e  b e n e fit w h ich  the  ch u rch  m ay p ro v id e  

la x - f r e e  to  th e  m in is te r w h e n  p re m iu m s  a re  pa id  a cco rd in g  to  IR S g u id e lin e s .

Board of Pensions and Benefits USA 
6401 The Paseo 

Kansas City, MO 64131-1284
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Keeps Getting Better
I am sending this note of appreciation for the Herald and 

Preacher’s Magazine. I have been retired for 10 years and both 
magazines are getting better as the years go by. I am in good 
health and enjoying working in our home mission church here 
in Greensburg, Ky. May the Lord bless you all in your great 
work.

Rev. Frank W hittaker 
Greensburg. Ky.

Thanks for the Spiritual Treasures
Thank you for publishing the fine articles about John Wesley 

in February’s edition of the Herald o f Holiness. It was not hard 
to see how much Wesley was inspired by the Holy Spirit after 
reading how he was a friend to the poor. The scripture verses 
found in Luke 4:18-19 came to my mind immediately after I 
thought about what John Wesley did in his lifetime.

Your wonderful stories about John Wesley led me to put two 
of his famous quotes on our Church of the Nazarene sign in 
Summertown, Tenn. (“Join hands with God to help the poor 
live” and “I the chief of sinners am; but Jesus died for me.”) It 
may be ironic that I received this issue of the Herald from a 
poor elderly lady in a nursing home. She has little of material 
value in her possession, but she is blessed with spiritual trea­
sures just as Rev. Wesley was. I hope that these and future arti­
cles about Weleyanism will rekindle the fire of the Holy Spirit 
in many lives, including my own.

Tim  M etse  
Columbia. Tenn.

Thanks
Thanks for and congratulations on the super set of articles on 

John Wesley in the February Herald.
I must preserve this copy.
Also, I appreciated the clear statement of the purpose and 

definition of Christian art in the article on sculptor Scott Stear- 
man.

Ear! D. Hunter 
Coeur D'Alene. Idaho

Magazine Opens Doors
We are so delighted with our church magazine. Recently, we 

had a young man in our home who saw the edition on the New 
Age Movement. He was so interested, he asked if he could take 
the magazine home and read it. Then he asked, “Why are you a 
Nazarene?” God opened doors for me to share with him many 
things— why I’m a Christian and a Nazarene. Thanks for your 
workers who put this most interesting magazine together.

Laura Miller 
Washougal. Wash.

A Faithful Minister
I was in the county jail awaiting trial for a crime I don’t re­

member committing because of my habitual drunkenness. A  
Rev. David W. Lewis from the Ellington Church of the Nazarene 
came every week for 10'/= months to visit and encourage me in 
the Lord. After 3 months, I received the Lord as my personal 
Savior. Rev. David W. Lewis remembers the prisoners as if 
chained with them (Hebrews 13:3a). He was there every week. 
God bless him.

I was sentenced to 30 to 60 years in the Michigan Depart­
ment of Corrections, and he is still encouraging me in my com­
mitment to the Lord. What a servant of Christ!

Every week he came and visited me. He brought me your 
magazine, and I really enjoyed it and learned much from the 
articles in them.

Allen L. Furgason 
P O  Box E 3-3-5 
Jackson. M I 49204

Good News
I like your magazine very much. Your articles are always 

timely, yet are Bible-oriented also. Keep up the Good News. We 
appreciate having such a fine magazine in our home.

Pauline Dawson 
Drayton Plains. Mich.

“Go ahead— eat it. I t ’s only 55 calories.”
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Investment Return
I have just finished reading the article “Where You Least Ex­

pect to Find Him.”
1 was deeply interested in two facts; one it being a true experi­

ence, and two. it mentioned his reading the Bible placed by the 
Gideons.

I am a 30+-year veteran Gideon, and we have an active 
prison ministry here in Fort Worth and Arlington twice a week, 
ministering to the inmates and placing Bibles. Praise the Lord 
that here is a “return on our investment.”

Wes Allard 
Arlington. Tex.

Praying the Scriptures
The article “ How to Pray the Scriptures,” by Rev. E. Dee Free­

born in the November issue of the Herald o f Holiness, brought 
back many memories from 20 years ago in Vietnam. I was a 
Southern Baptist army chaplain serving on my second tour in 
Vietnam. (I have become a Nazarene since retirement from the 
army.)

In 1970 I was a brigade chaplain in the 101st Airborne Di­
vision, serving under the brigade commander. Colonel White, 
who was a Methodist and very devout in his Christian faith. 
One day after Colonel White arrived in the command, he said 
that he wanted his staff to eat with him each evening in a small 
tent, separate from the regular mess facility. He said that he 
wanted me to say “grace" at the evening meals. I told him I 
would. . . .  A few days later during prayer time, it seemed that 
the Lord said to me. "Use the Scriptures in your evening dinner 
prayer.”

For the next several months I did use the Psalms and other 
verses of Scripture in my prayers. Many of the staff members 
would comment on the use of the Word and came to appreciate 
how it spoke to their needs.

Douglas H. Sowards 
Aurora. Colo.

I Needed That
1 have intended to write for some time to let you know how 

much I like the Herald 1 especially appreciate the articles on 
prayer by Dee Freeborn. The "Power of Praying Together” (Oct. 
1990) brought tears of joy and praise. As the comedians say, “I 
needed that.”

Jerry D Ferree 
Orion. Mich.

Robe of Righteousness
Come out from among them and be ye separate, saith the 

Lord. If you are one who finds contentment in earrings, mini­
skirts, and present fashions. I’m here to tell you, there is much, 
much more. Choosing those things that glorify our Lord brings 
real contentment. We must lift up Jesus by what we say, where 
we go. what we do, and what we wear. . . . Em looking for a city 
whose builder and maker is God. I’m also looking for a pure 
robe of righteousness. I’m sure it will not be a split miniskirt, 
nor will there be earrings to match.

Gladys Hendren 
Mexico, Mo.

Church and Politics
I greatly appreciated the November emphasis on the church 

and politics. The eighth of “The Ten Commandments for the 
Herald o f Holiness" is, in my thinking, a great need. We should 
not leave the matters of moral and social issues to the NAE and 
James Dobson.

“The Church and Politics” (p. 5) delineated what a church 
cannot do and what it may do, but it said nothing about what a 
church ought to do. Does the church have any responsibility re­
garding the social/moral/political problems of the day?

Allen Marsh 
Nampa. Idaho

Even When We Scream
I think the Herald is great. I have been reading it for 50-55 

years. 1 have been connected to the church about 61 years. I am 
retired from the Red Cross— I am especially glad to see the Her­
ald tackling current social issues— homosexuality, AIDS, etc. 
We live in a very different world. I wish we could keep the old 
values and not have to contend with those we don't like, but we 
need to know what the “real world” is! Keep educating us— 
even when we scream.

M ary L. Smallwood  
Circleville, Ohio

Concerned About Date Setting
I’d love to see the Herald do a series of articles on escha- 

tology. I think the laity of the church need to realize the pitfalls 
of dispensational premillennialism and date setting. I'd like to 
see an article that emphasizes the merits of each position on the 
millennium, which takes a realistic look at the historical stance 
of the Reformers and some of the church fathers like Augustine, 
who rejected the popular ideas and precepts of dispensational 
premillennialism.

Troy T. Frizzell 
Lebanon. Tenn.

Hi

June 1991 37



NEWS OF RELIGION
WORLD’S

DENVER FIRST CHURCH 
HOSTS CHRISTIAN 
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
More than 800 women from 
across the U.S. are expected 
to attend the 11th National 
Christian W o m en 's  Confer­
ence  Oct.  16-19. 1991, in 
Denver.

The conference, sponsored 
by D enver First C hurch  of 
the N a/.arene ,  will fea tu re  
s e m in a rs  and  g ene ra l  s e s ­
sions on a variety of topics, 
according to Joleen Kelley. 
W om en’s Ministries coordi­
nator at Denver First.

Grace Ketterman, medical 
d i r e c to r  o f  the C r i t t e n to n  
Center in Kansas City, will 
be the featured speaker at the 
conference banquet. O ther 
speakers include: Jon John­
ston, Nazarene elder and pro­
fessor at Pepperdine Univer­
sity; Daisy Hepburn, author 
and founder of "Hope of Our 
Heritage” seminars; Marian 
Wells, Christian fiction writ­
er; and Karla Worley, Chris­
tian music artist.

The conference is directed 
by the C hr is t ian  W o m e n 's

Gigi G raham  T c h iv id jia n  (I.). 
d a u g h te r of e v a n g e lis t  B illy  
Graham, autographs one of her 
books for some partic ipants at 
th e  1 9 9 0  N a tio n a l C h r is t ia n  
W om en’s C o n feren ce  a t D en­
ver First Church.

C onference  S tee ring  C o m ­
m it te e  at D e n v e r  F irs t  
Church. According to Kel­
ley. m o re  than  50 w o m en  
spend nearly a year planning 
for the event.

F o r  m o re  in f o rm a t io n  
about the conference, contact 
Kelley at 3800 East H am p­
den Ave.,  E n g lew ood .  CO 
801I0, or phone (303) 7 6 1 - 
8370.

SOUTH KOREA IS HOME TO 
LARGEST CHURCHES
Half of the world’s 25 largest 
churches are in South Korea, 
according to John Vaughn of 
the M e g a c h u rc h  R e sea rch  
C e n te r  in B o l iv a r ,  Mo. 
Vaughn reports in his recent 
study that 12 of the w orld’s 
25 la rges t  ch u rc h e s  are in 
South Korea. The U.S. has 
only one.

Based on average worship 
a t tendance,  the w orld 's  top 
four churches are: Yoido Full 
Gospel Church. Seoul. South 
Korea (180.000); Vision de 
Futuro, Santa Fe. Argentina
(80.000); D eeper  C hris t ian  
Life Ministry. Lagos. Nigeria
(70.000); and Waves of Love 
a n d  P e a c e .  B u e n o s  A ire s
( 7 0 .0 0 0 ) .  F irs t  B a p t is t  
Church of Hammond. Ind.—  
the only U.S. church in the 
top 25— was 15th on the list.

NEW LANGUAGE GROUPS 
RECEIVE BIBLES
Nearly 2.000 languages and 
dialects have a version of at 
least one book of the Bible, 
a c c o r d in g  to the  U n i te d  
Bibles Societies (UBS). At 
least 18 new languages were 
added in 1990, bringing the 
total to 1,946.

"T hese  figures  represen t 
the millions of  people who 
now have, for the first time, 
the C hris t ian  S cr ip tu res  in 
their own 'heart '  language,” 
said John D. Erickson, vice 
p res iden t o f  the A m er ican  
Bible Society and the gener­
al s e c r e t a r y - e l e c t  o f  the 
UBS.

Because of these transla­
tion e f fo r ts ,  m ore  than 80 
percent of the world's  popu­
lation have access to at least 
a portion of  the Bible.

"Even in the midst of our 
rejoicing, we do not forget 
the m a g n i tu d e  o f  the ta sk  
that still faces us." Erickson 
said. "U nti l  ev e ryone  has 
easy access to G o d 's  Word 
in their  ow n language ,  we 
will not be satisfied."

w ith  an a v e r a g e  w o rs h ip  
attendance of 20.000.

"Overseas  churches grow 
larger, in part, because they 
are  w i l l i n g  to  b u i ld  and 
r e b u i ld  m e e t in g  f a c i l i t i e s  
slightly  sm alle r  than need ­
ed." Vaughn said. "This per­
petuates the need for a new. 
second service that encour­
ages further growth."

NEA CONTINUES TO 
FUND CONTROVERSY
Despite public protests, the 
National Endowment for the 
A rts  ( N E A )  has  a w a rd e d  
another controversial grant. 
P e r f o r m a n c e  a r t i s t  H olly  
Hughes was given $15,000 
by the government organiza­
tion to stage a production on 
“ lesbian themes" with a cast 
that includes two 12-year-old 
girls, according to the Fam­
ily Research Council.

V arious occult practices, 
such as voodoo and Santer- 
ria, are also to be performed.

John  F ro h n m a y e r ,  NEA 
c h a i r m a n ,  has  r e f u s e d  to 
block grants such as the one 
given to Flughes. saying that 
he is not the nation's "decen­
cy czar."

MOST AMERICANS IDENTIFY 
WITH A DENOMINATION
M ost A m e r ic a n s  id e n t i fy  
themselves with a denomina­
tion acco rd ing  to a recent 
study by the graduate school 
o f  the  C i ty  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
New York.

The study found that 9 in 
10 A m e r ic a n s  c la im  to be 
a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  one  o f  the 
many denom inat ions in the 
U.S. The survey also found 
that 85.6% of Americans call 
themselves Christians, with 
Rom an Catholics being the 
la rgest group (26%). B ap ­
tists, Methodists, and Luther­
an s  w ere  the  n ex t  la rg e s t  
groups, respectively.

The su rvey  a lso  d is c o v ­
ered that only 28,000 Amer­
icans claim to adhere to the 
New Age Movement. This is 
a p ra c t ic a l ly  in s ig n if ic a n t

number compared to the U.S. 
population.

O th er  f ind ings  from  the 
survey include:

• Most Asian-A m ericans 
and  A r a b - A m e r ic a n s  are 
Christians, rather than Bud­
dhists. Hindus, or Muslims.

• People  w ithou t a r e l i ­
g io u s  a f f i l i a t io n  are  leas t  
likely to marry.

• U n i ta r i a n s  h av e  the  
h ighes t  d ivo rce  rate o f  all 
groups (18%), while m e m ­
bers of the Greek Orthodox 
C h u rc h  h av e  the  lo w e s t  
(4.4%).

• T h e re  are  m o re  B u d ­
dhists ( I million) and Hindus
(500,000), but more Muslims 
(1.4 million), than previously 
thought.

WORLD’S LARGEST CHURCHES
1. Y o ido  Full Gospel Church

Seoul, S ou th  K o re a ..................180,000
2. V is ion  de Futuro

Santa Fe, A rg e n tin a .................... 80,000
3. Deeper C hris tian  Life M in is try  

Lagos, N ig e r ia ...............................70,000
4. W aves o f Love and Peace 

Buenos A ires, A rg e n tin a  70,000
5. Jo tabeche M. Pentecosta l Church 

S antiago, C h ile ............................. 50,000
6. Kum  Ran M e th o d is t Church 

Seoul, S ou th  K o re a ....................50,000
7. N am bu Full Gospel Church

S eoul, S ou th  K o re a ....................47,000
8 . Soong Eui M e th o d is t Church 

Inchon, South  K o re a ................. 40,000
9. Jesus Is Lord Fe llow ship

M anila, P h ilip p in e s ..................... 35,000
10. M adure ira  A ssem b ly  o f God

Rio de Janeiro , B ra z il 30,000

Source: M egachurch Research Center and 
C hristian ity Today
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VITAL STATISTICS 
Deaths

REV. CHARLES M. 
(RED) KELLY, 81, fo r ­
m er superin tenden t of 
the South Carolina Dis­
t r ic t ,  M ar. 15 , 1990. 
Rev. K e lly  o rg a n iz e d  
C o lum b ia  (S .C .) F irs t 
Church and pastored in 

Florida, Alabama, and North Carolina.
S urv ivors inc lud e  h is  w ife , F lorence; 

sons, Charles, James, Bruce. Philip ; tw o 
brothers; fou r sisters.

Editor’s Note: As the resu lt o f  an over­
sight. the ob ituary fo r Rev. Kelly was no t 
carried in the Herald near the tim e o f  h is  
death in March 1990. We p r in t i t  now  w ith 
regrets fo r th is delay.

EDWARD A. BRODIEN, B ou rbo nna is , 
III.. Feb. 19. Survivors: w ife, Elaine; sons, 
Elmer, Ray, Roger; six grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren.

FLOSSIE MAE BROWN, Kewanee, III., 
Mar. 7. Survivor: husband, Rev. Marvin L. 
Brown.

HARRY DREESE, 65, Selinsgrove, Pa., 
Nov. 2. Survivors: w ife, Anna: son, Jeff; 
daughter, S h ir ley  S tuck; fo u r g ra n d ch il­
dren; five great-grandchildren.

FONDA L. EDSON, 73 , C o lo ra d o  
Springs, Colo., Mar. 22. Survivors: wife, 
Laura; daughter, Glenda Scullin; one sister; 
one brother; fou r granddaughters.

FAITH ELIZABETH (WOODWARD) EISE- 
LE, 71, V ic to rv ille , Calif., Feb. 22. S u r­
vivors: husband, Robert; daughters, Phyl­
lis, M ichele, Colette; s ix  g randsons; one 
brother.

REV. A. C. (BUD) ESSELBURN, 55, W ar­
saw, Ohio, Feb. 23. Survivors: wife, M ir i­
am; sons, D av id , D o u g la s ; d a u g h te rs , 
Doreen (M rs . B ill) R itch ie , Donna (M rs. 
David) B uchanan , D iana (M rs . R andy) 
M ontgom ery; one b ro th e r; tw o  s is te rs ; 
four grandchildren.

ELMER E. FLETCHER, 77, S co tt C ity, 
Kans., Feb. 22. Survivors: wife, Eba Mae; 
daughters, Jeanette Taylor, Janice Boswell, 
Pat Snow; son, Dale; one s is te r; seven 
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren.

REV. JAY E. FOSTER, 65, Fairfax, S.C., 
Jan. 22. S urvivors: w ife , Deloris; sons, 
Douglas, Grant, Stephen; daughters, Susan 
Swanson, M a rilyn  Lyke, S tephan ie ; 10 
g ra n d ch ild re n ; h is  m o th e r ; 1 s is te r ;  3 
brothers.

REV. BEN JOHNSON, 78, Moville, Iowa, 
Oct. 7. S urv ivors: w ife , Charlotte ; step­
daughters, Denise Harrison , Anita Ervin; 
tw o brothers; one sister.

VERNON S. JONES, SR., 70, Burlington, 
N.C., Mar. 11. Survivors: w ife, Mary; son, 
V e rn o n  (S p a rk y ) ; d a u g h te rs , P r is c illa  
C hrism on, Deborah May; one sister; one 
brother; six grandchildren.

JACK H. PROCTOR, 62, A thens, Tex., 
Mar. 7. Survivors: wife, Wanell; daugh­
ters , Cathy P roctor, Linda (M rs. Dw ight) 
W iedenm ann, Brenda (M rs. Steve) M o r­
gan; fou r grandchildren; two brothers; one 
sister.

W. R. 'B IL L " RICHARDSON, 73, San 
A nton io , Tex., M ar. 15. S urvivors: w ife , 
M adeline; daughter, Rheda (M rs. Darrel) 
M iley; son, Gary; three sisters; six grand­
children; two step-grandchildren.

ELVA RILEY, Tyler, Tex., Mar. 10. Sur­
vivor: niece, Ruth Adams.

BERTHA MAE SHARPTON, 84, Logan, 
Ala., Jan. 29. Survivors: daughters. Mavis 
S h a rp to n , B e a tr ic e  C o tt le , M a ry  R uth  
G uthrie ; sons, Edwin. B illy  Ray, Harold; 
one sister; one brother; seven grandch il­
dren; two great-grandchildren.

C H AR LES L. S TA R K , 83 , H a s tin g s , 
Nebr., Apr. 4. Survivors: wife, Geraldine; 
daughters, Carolyn (M rs. Arthur) Sullivan, 
M a rilyn  (M rs . S tan ley) Peterson , Patsy 
(M rs. J im m y) Dean; stepsons. Dick Knut­
son, Glen K nu tson ; s tep daug h te r, Ruth 
(M rs . R ich a rd ) Le w is , E ster S m ith ; 18 
grandchildren; 9 great-grandchildren.

M INNIE TEAS, 87, Lov ing ton , N .Mex., 
M ar. 17. S u rv ivo rs : husband, Harvey; 
sons. Henry, Roy, Harvey, Paul; daughters; 
Jo y c e  S ta p le to n , P a tsy  P r ic e , L in d a  
Hodges; 18 grandchildren; 22 great-grand­
children.

ROXIE B. THAXTON, B urling ton , N.C., 
Jan. 5. Survivors: daughters, Mrs. Vernon 
J o n e s , S r., M rs . L a n d in  B a r lo w , M rs . 
R ogers S co tt, M rs . A llen  Pearson; son, 
A lbert Terry, 15 grandchildren; 20 great­
grandchildren.

L. MARIE WATKIN, 96, South Pasadena, 
Calif., Feb. 17. S urvivors: sons, Frank, 
Robert; 5 g randchildren; 10 grea t-g rand­
children; 1 brother.

REV. W ILLIAM  P. WILHOYTE, 82, Clark- 
s to n , M ic h ., Nov. 5. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , 
Mary; daughters, Ruth Angles, Mary Meis- 
ter; son, W illiam ; 12 grandchildren.

LAURA J. WOLF, 102, Banning, Calif., 
Feb. 27. Survivors: sons, Howard, James;

daughters, Ada Lou Ford, Betty Jane Pace, 
Phyllis Pace; 17 grandchildren; 28 great­
g ra n d ch ild re n ; 6 g re a t-g re a t-g ra n d ch il- 
dren; 2 sisters.

Births
to REV. VIRGIL AND JUDY (MOENCH) 

ASKREN, Portland, Oreg., a g irl, Abiga il 
Elizabeth, Feb. 23 

to JAMES AND JEAN FORBES, Selins­
grove, Pa., a girl. Deanna Marie, Oct. 20 

to  D AV ID  AND SHERRY HERRO LD, 
Selinsgrove, Pa., a girl, Samantha Lee, Oct. 
17

to  TIM O THY AND JANET (RUSHING) 
M O R G AN . K ansas C ity , K an s., a g ir l ,  
Melinda Gail, Mar. 27 

to TONY AND MELISSA ORR, Sherman, 
Tex., a girl, Brittany Rnee, Mar. 29 

to WENDELL AND MERLENE (WANNER) 
RAM EY, H a m p to n , Va., a boy , T re vo r 
Austin, Feb. 28 

to  R IC H A R D  AND HEID I R O B A TIN , 
S e lin s g ro v e , Pa., tw in  g ir ls ,  Je s s ic a  
Richelle and Erica Elizabeth, Dec. 19 

to  J IM  AND JOAN (A LLISO N ) W ELL­
MAN, Yukon, Okla., a g irl, A llison Eliza­
beth, Mar. 24

Marriages
TIN A  M . FAUSNETT and JO HN M. 

GRAUBERGER at Apache Junction , Ariz., 
Mar. 30

JENNIE MERAL GRIM ES and TRENT 
STEVEN SPRENKLE at S e linsg rove  Pa., 
Mar. 23

SUE ANN MILLER and BRENT MICHAEL 
KRATZER. Selinsgrove, Pa., Dec. 1

Anniversary
GILBERT AND IRENE APPLE, Fortville, 

In d ., ce le b ra te d  th e ir  5 0 th  w e d d in g  
anniversary Apr. 12 w ith  a reception. They 
are members of the Fortville (Ind.) Church.

M r. A pp le  has served on the ch u rch  
board fo r several years. The couple has 10 
children.

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
PHILLIP AHN. to pastor, Seattle (W ash.)

Korean First 
ROY ARCHER, fro m  C o ffeyv ille  (Kans.) 

Central, to W illis ton, N.Dak.

A. ED BISHOP, from  M anchester, Ga., to 
Pine Mountain, Ga.

ALAN C. CAMPBELL, fro m  Travers City, 
Mich., to Cheyenne (Wyo.) Grace 

BERDENA CARPENTER, fro m  associate, 
Hawesville Ky., to pastor, O wensboro 
(Ky.) Second Street 

RICHARD L. CHEW, from  associate, W ichi­
ta (Kan.) W estside, to associate, A tas­
cadero, Calif.

WAYNE E. FISHER, from  Pine Mountain, 
Ga., to Bainbridge, Ga.

J. PHILLIP FULLER, from  Payne, Ohio, to 
Toledo (Ohio) Oregon First 

CHRISTOPHER J. GRUBE, from  associate, 
St. Lou is  (M o .) Ferguson, to  pastor, 
Collinsville (III.) First 

LAMAR F. GUYTON, from  Hernando, Fla., 
to Cartersville, Ga.

EARL W. HALL, from  Rock M ills, Ala., to 
Wrens, Ga.

CONLEY HENDERSON, from  Albuquerque 
(N.Mex.) Heights First, to  Pueblo (Colo.) 
First

DALE E. HILKERT, from  Akron (Ohio) Ellet, 
to Cleveland (Ohio) First 

KENNETH H O LLO W E LL, fro m  p a s to r, 
P a les tine , Tex., to  assoc ia te , G rand 
Prairie, Tex.

DANIEL E. HOPKINS, from  Astoria, Oreg., 
to Independence (M o.) Trin ity 

PAUL R. GEORGE, SR., from  Indiana, Pa..
to Punxsutawney, Pa.

MAX R. JONES, from  student to pastor, 
Manchester, Ga.

SOO-MYUNG KANG, from  Prospect Park 
(N.J.) M ission, to Augusta (Ga.) Korean 

E. FRED KLITTICH, from  Burlington (Vt.)
W illis ton, to South Weymouth, Mass. 

ROSS A. LOUGHEED, from  Seattle (Wash.) 
H ighland Park, to  V ancouver (W ash.) 
Central

JAM ES K. LUNG, fro m  W ich ita  (K ans.)
Indian Hill, to Mattoon (III.) East Side 

DAVID R. MclNTIRE, from  Tipton County, 
Tenn., to Muleshoe (Tex.) New Vision 

DENNIS E. MARKS, from  Toccoa, Ga., to 
Rowland Chapel, Ga.

RICHARD A. M ILLE R , fro m  assoc ia te , 
Lo u isv ille  (K y.) Broadw ay, to  pastor, 
Louisville (Ky.) Calvary 

TOM MOORE, to pastor, Rowlett, Tex. 
THOMAS J. PURCHASE, from  W aterville, 

Vt., to Keene, N.H.
IVAN C. REXROTH, from  associate, Atlanta 

(Ga.) First, to Lawrenceville, Ga.
LARRY K. RYAN, from  associate, Yakima 

(Wash.) First, to pastor, Yakima (Wash.) 
West Valley

MOSCOW UNIVERSITY ACCEPTS CHRISTIAN PROFESSORS
The International Institute for 
C h r is t ia n  S tu d i e s  ( I IC S )  
recently signed an agreement 
that will allow Christian pro­
fessors to teach at two of  the 
Soviet U n ion 's  most presti­
gious universities, according 
to D ary l  M c C a r th y ,  I IC S  
executive director.

Under terms of  the agree­
ment. IICS will provide pro­
fesso rs  fo r  M o s c o w  S ta te  
University and Novosibirsk  
State U niversity .  The u n i­

versities will provide month­
ly stipends, while IICS will 
provide additional salary and 
travel expenses.

"T he  dea th  o f  M arx ism - 
Leninism in the Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe has cre­
a ted  a vac u u m  o f  v a lu e s ,” 
M cC ar thy  said. ' " A  recen t 
poll indicated that 50 percent 
o f  the people have no co m ­
mitment to any value system. 
They are searching."

McCarthy added that cults

are already moving into the 
Soviet Union at a rapid pace. 
T h o u s a n d s  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  
t ra in ing  in T ra n sc en d en ta l  
Meditation, and the Moonies, 
Hare Krishna adherents, and 
B u d d h is ts  are in v o lv e d  in 
e v a n g e l i s t ic  e f fo r t s  in the 
nation.
D ary l M c C a rth y  (I.), p resen ts  
som e ch o ra l books to  Andrew  
M eln iko v , a Soviet lay pastor. 
The m ateria ls  w ere provided by 
Lillenas Publishing Co.
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PAUL M SMITH, to pastor, Thomasville,
Ga,

EDWARD A THOMAS, from  Greene, Ohio, 
to Bedford, Pa.

JAM ES A, TODD, JR ., fro m  s tu d e n t to 
associate, Seattle (Wash.) First 

JERRY W. TULL, from  Burleson, Tex., to 
Cleburne, Tex.

FRANK A. VISSER, from  Flushing, M ich , 
to Blairsville, Ga.

GENE A. WARDLAW to pastor, B looming- 
dale, Ga.

CLIFFORD E. WATT. JR., from  Portland 
(Oreg ) Peninsula, to W arrensburg, Mo 

GEORGE W WHETSTONE, from  Vicksburg 
(M ich.) Chapman Memorial, to Roseville 
(M ich.) Metropolitan 

ROSS B. WILEY, to pastor. North Bullitt, 
Ky.

Announcements
MEXICO (MO.) FIRST CHURCH w ill cele­

brate its 45th anniversary June 16. V. H 
Lewis w ill speak in the m orn ing service, 
which w ill be followed by a carry-in dinner 
Hiram Sanders w ill speak at the 3:30 p.m. 
service.

A ll fo rm e r  p a s to rs , m e m b e rs , and 
friends are invited For more inform ation, 
phone the ch u rc h  o ffic e  at (3 1 4 ) 581- 
4400.

LARAMIE (WYO.) FIRST CHURCH w ill 
celebrate its 50th anniversary June 30. For 
in fo rm a t io n ,  c o n ta c t V i H ixso n . 402 
Corthell Rd . Laramie. WY 82070. or phone 
(307) 745-3824.

IN D IA N A P O L IS  (IN D .) W ESTSID E 
CHURCH will celebrate its 75th anniversary 
July 13-14 A banquet and musical pro­
gram  w ill be featured Saturday evening 
The Sunday m orn ing service w ill feature 
Neilson and Young and form er pastor. R. B 
Acheson.

A ll fo rm e r p a s to rs ,  m e m b e rs , and 
friends are invited. For fu rthe r in fo rm a ­
tion, contact the church at 8610 W 10th 
St., Indianapolis, IN 46234, or phone (317) 
271-7607.

WATONGA (OKLA.) CHURCH w ill cele­
brate its 75th anmverary Ju ly 21. H M. 
C urtis w ill preach the m orn ing service at 
10:30 a.m .. w h ich  w ill be fo llow ed by a 
noon meal. Former pastors and associates 
w ill share in the 2:30 p.m. service.

A ll fo rm e r  p a s to rs ,  m e m b e rs , and 
friends are invited For fu rthe r in fo rm a ­
tion, contact the church at P.O. Box 56, 
Watonga. OK 73772. or phone (405) 623- 
5375

Recommendations
The fo llow ing have been recommended 

by th e ir  re spe ctive  d is tr ic t  su p e r in te n ­
dents:

RANDY M IC H AE L, e v a n g e lis t, 2001 
Sunvale Drive, Olathe, KS 66062, by Keith 
W right, Kansas City District.

GARY MONK, evangelist. 279 Bossieux 
Blvd W est M elbourne, FL 32904, (407) 
768 -8 687 . by L W ayne Q uinn . F lorida 
Space Coast District.

ROBERT APPLEBY, evange list, 13413 
P ie rce  A r ro w  N .E .. A lb u q u e rq u e , NM 
87112. (505) 294-3553. by Paul Benefiel. 
Los Angeles District.

Moving Missionaries
ANDERSON. REV. JOHN and DORIS, India. 

F u r lo u g h  a d d re s s : c /o  M a ry  Beth 
Neighoff, 2918 W ithers Avenue, Pueblo, 
CO 81008

BLOW ERS. REV. DAVID and C A R IS A '. 
Haiti. Stateside address: 615 Chestnut. 
Nampa, ID 83686 

CROUCH. DR. REBECCA. P apua New 
Guinea, Furlough address: 923 Stafford 
Street, Pineville. LA 71360 

DOERR, REV. STEVEN and JOAN, Z im bab­
w e. F ie ld  a d d re ss : P.O. Box 1055, 
Harare, ZIMBABWE 

ESTEY, REV JOHN and SANDRA. A frica 
South Field North, Field address: P.O. 
Box 75. 1381 Klaserie. E. Tvl., REPUB­
LIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 

HALL. REV. JOHN and SHEILA, Costa Rica. 
Field address: A partado 39 77 -1000 . 
San Jose, COSTA RICA 

HEIL, REV. BRYAN and L IN D A '. Papua 
New Guinea, Field address: P.O. Box 
45 6 , M t. Hagen, W HP, PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA

HO W IE. REV. FRANK and HEATHER. 
Mozambique, Field address: P.O. Box 
33 1 . 1710  F lo r id a . R E PU B LIC  OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 

IRWIN, DR. GLENN and RUTH, Papua New 
Guinea. Furlough address: 220 N orth ­
west Street. Hillsdale. Ml 49242 

LAFORCE. REV. W A Y N E ', Papua New 
Guinea, Furlough address: 1406 Paris 
Avenue. Hannibal. MO 63401

MARLIN. MISS EUNICE. Philippines. Fur­
lough address: 1445 Penrose, Olathe, 
KS 66062

MOUNTS, DR. TONY and R IT A ', Papua 
New Guinea, S tateside address: P.O. 
Box 1406, Prestonberg, KY 41653 

PATNODE, MR. TERRY and DONNA', MAC 
R eg ion a l O ffice . S ta te s id e  a d d re ss : 
9131 Hall Drive. Lenexa, KS 66219 

ROTZ. REV. JAM ES and CAROL, A frica  
Nazarene Theological Council. Furlough 
address Northwest Nazarene College. 
Nampa. ID 83686 

S M ITH . M IS S  B E T T Y '. MAC R eg ion a l 
Office, Furlough address: P.O Box 594. 
Baldwin. KS 66006 

ZABEL, MR. ALBERT and SALLIE ‘ , Asia- 
P acific Regional Office, Field address: 
P.O. Box 179, 1502 G reenh ills, M etro 
Manila. PHILIPPINES

'Specialized Assignm ent Personnel

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City. MO 
6 4 1 3 1 . R aym o nd  W H u rn , c h a irm a n : 
John A. Knight, vice-chairm an; Donald D. 
Owens, secretary; Eugene L Stowe. Jerald 
D. Johnson, W illiam  J. Prince.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS EMERITUS:
G eorge C ou lte r. 9310 C an te rbu ry , Lea­
wood, KS 66206: V. H. Lewis, 1406 Cam­
bridge. Olathe. KS 66062: Orville W. Jenk­

ins , 2 3 0 9  W 10 3 rd  St . Le aw ood . KS 
6 6 2 0 6 ; W il l ia m  M G re a th o u se  1179 
Rosewood Trail. Mount Juliet, TN 37122

Notice
Vita l S ta tis tics  are prin ted as soon as 

po ss ib le  a fte r they are received. When 
subm itting inform ation, please observe the 
fo llow ing guidelines:

DEATHS: Please p ro v id e  name. age. 
hom etown, date of death, and the names 
of su rv ivo rs and the ir re la tionship to the 
deceased.

BIRTHS: Please provide parents' names 
hometown, name of child, sex of child, and 
date of birth.

Please inc lude yo u r name and phone 
num ber when su bm ittin g  in fo rm ation  lor 
the Vital S tatistics pages to:

Herald o f Holiness 
6401 The Paseo 

Kansas City. MO 64131

ANSWERS TO
10 POINT QUIZ
(From page 18)

1. D 2. C; 3. B; 4. D;
5. A 6. C; 7. A; 8. C;
9. A 10. B
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Sequoya Hesselrode stands in front
(Photo by Larry Caruso)

NAZARENE TEEN ENTERS 
WINNING DESIGN . . .
Sequoya Ann H esselrode 
won the national Gannett 
Outdoor Co. billboard con­
test recently, earning herself 
a trip to New York City and 
a $1,000 cash prize.

Sequoya is the daughter of 
pastor Daniel and Shirley  
Hesselrode, of Lincoln Park, 
Mich.. Church of the Naza­
rene.

The 17-year-old won the 
contest by submitting a 
design showing a textbook 
filled with Egyptian hiero­
glyphics and the message:
"This is the way English

of her award-w inning billboard.

looks to many Americans." 
The contest was sponsored 
by Gannett to bring attention 
to the growing problem of 
adult illiteracy.

Along with her other 
prizes, the winning design 
was displayed on the Gannett 
billboard nearest her home 
(pictured above) and will be 
used on billboards across the 
nation.

In addition to designing 
winning billboards, Sequoya 
also won the local 1990-91 
Miss Downriver pageant.
She sings in her high school 
choir and is active in Lincoln 
Park 's youth group.

ENC STUDENTS WORK FOR 
FREE . . . While many of 
their fellow students were 
enjoying a fun-filled, relax­
ing weekend, members of 
Eastern Nazarene College's  
No d o r y  Work Team were 
performing manual labor—  
for free!

The team spends most 
weekends providing a help­
ing hand to churches on the 
ENC region. "W e usually do 
painting, cleaning, and odd 
jobs.” said team coordinator. 
Chris G arcia, a sophomore 
history major.

Although the team has 
been busy. they continue to 
look for new projects. Most

Close to Home
News About Nazarenes

1991 EASTER SEAL CHILD . .  .
Brett Powell has been chosen as 
the Brooke County. W.Va., Easter 
Seal Child for 1991. The 8-year- 
old attends Follansbee, W.Va.. 
First Church of the Nazarene, 
along with his mother. Kim, and 
brother, Kristopher.

According to pastor Vaughn  
Davis, Brett is an energetic boy 
who loves junior church and Sun­
day School.

EASTER SUNDAY IN TEXAS . . .
Richardson, Tex.. Church of 
the Nazarene had 1,001 in 
Sunday School on Easter 
Sunday, according to W. M. 
Lynch, Dallas District super­
intendent. "As far as I know, 
this was the first time any 
Sunday School has recorded 
a one-day attendance of
1,000 in the history of our 
district," said Lynch.

The district superintendent 
added (hat the total Sunday 
School attendance of 7,190 
was also the highest figure 
recorded for the Dallas Dis­
trict.

Larry Dennis is the senior 
pastor of Richardson. Tex.

AND FLORIDA . . . Almost 
2,900 persons worshiped in 
Nazarene churches on the 
Florida Space Coast District 
on Easter Sunday, according 
to L. W ayne Quinn, district 
superintendent. Quinn said 
that 2,869 persons attended 
morning worship in the dis­
trict’s 17 churches.

Melbourne First Church, 
under the leadership of pastor 
Tal Denny, had a goal of 
450 with an actual attendance 
of 1,010.

TH,S is
*hat 

Engush 
Lo ° K s  u k e

aL° So*e
AMeRicans

of their jobs have been in 
Maine and on the New En­
gland District; however, the 
team looks forward to assist­
ing churches on other dis­
tricts in the Northeast.

Some members of the No Glory 
W o rk  T e a m  (b e lo w )  a s s is t  a 
Nazarene fam ily in M aine .

Several ladies at Trin­
ity Church of the Naz­
a re n e  in O k la h o m a  
C ity , O k la ., p rep are  
E a s te r  b a s k e ts  fo r  
local ch ild ren ’s shel­
ters.

EASTER BASKETS FOR 
FORGOTTEN CHILDREN . . .
The ladies o f  Trinity Church 
o f  the Nazarene in Oklahoma 
City, Okla., have found a 
unique way to share the mes­
sage of Easter with disadvan­
taged children.

Trinity's W om en's  Min­
istry group met just before 
Easter 1991 for their second 
annual Basket Bonanza.
Each lady who attended was 
asked to bring one or more 
Easter baskets and goodies to

put in them.
After the baskets were 

filled, they were donated to 
one of the local children’s 
shelters.

Some of the ladies solicit­
ed donations from area mer­
chants for the project. Mer­
chants provided pencils, 
notepads, crayons, coloring 
books, and candy.

Clyda Goodwin directed 
the project.
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S o l o C o t u  9 1

FO R  S IN G L E  A D U L T S  W H O  A R E : 
•  N E V E R -M A R R IE D  

•  D IV O R C E D  •  W ID O W E D

Labor Day Weekend 
August 30-September 2

East in Virginia
Speaker: Homer Keeney 

Price: $95.00

North Central in Minnesota
Speaker: Norm Shoemaker 

Price: $95.00

Mideast II in Indiana
Speakers: Mark & Lucy 

Barnes 
Price: $95.00

South in Alabama
Speaker: Larry Fine 

Price: $95.00

For information registration brochure write or call: S oloC on- Church of the Nazarene 0  6401 The Paseo 0  Kansas City. MO 64131 0  816-333-7000. Ext. 257

— P l a n n e d  G i v i n g —

Let our staff of well-trained 
professionals help your 
congregation maximize its 
giving potential. With 
sensitivity and integrity, 
Planned Giving 
representatives will help your 
people utilize their hidden 
assets.

Call today to schedule a visit 
from your Planned Giving 
representative.

PERCEPTION:
The on ly  ones w ho  
b e n e fit from  a visit by 
a P lanned G iving 
re p re se n ta tive  a re  
th e  senior adu lts  
in th e  church.

REALITY:
N early  e ve ryo n e  needs 
a  will. M any persons 
b e n e fit from  p ro p e r 
e s ta te  p la n n in g  a n d  
m ost g la d ly  w e lc o m e  
ways to  e x p a n d  th e ir 
g iv in g  to  th e  church.

1 - 8 0 0 - 5 4 4 - 8 4 1 3

h  P l a n n e d
'& P J tG tV IN G

>53 64(11 PASEO
-----------  KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
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THE QUESTION BOX CONDUCTED BY WESLEY TRACY, Editor

Really a Bible Rule?
1 know that our church teaches storehouse tithing, and 
urges all members to tithe by giving 10% of their in­
come to the local church. However, I do not find this 
strictly taught in the New Testament? Why?

T h e  ti the  was begun  in a n c ie n t  O ld  T es tam en t t im es  
and was in general p rac tice  d u r in g  Jesus’ life o n  earth. 
It had becom e,  however, a legalistic m a t te r  by w hich 
m any  peop le  carefully ca lcu la ted  the  m in i m u m  they 
could give to  G od .  S o m e  o f  th e  N ew T es tam en t  writers 
show a p p ro v a l  for th e  sys tem  o f  t i th ing .  B u t  in th e  
Early C h urch ,  believers were giving so m u c h  m o re  th a n  
a miserly 10% th a t  it never  occu rred  to  the  New  Testa­
m en t writers  to  m a k e  a rule a b o u t  a legal m in im u m .  
They sold th e ir  possessions a n d  gave the  m o n e y  to  the  
church. M a n y  forfeited jobs,  hom es,  inheri tances,  an d  
m any  gave th e ir  m o r ta l  lives to  th e  cause  o f  Christ . To 
speak to  th a t  crow d a b o u t  a 10% m in i m u m  w ou ld  have 
been a speech m a d e  u p  o f  no n se n se  syllables.

Building Fund Mystery
Four years ago, our church began a building fund drive. 
We are regularly urged (even pressured) to give sacri- 
ficially to this fund. However, the leaders of our church 
have never once announced how much we have raised or 
what the balance in the fund is. Even when we ask di­
rectly, they will not tell us how much has been raised or 
spent. Is this appropriate?

No, it is not. M ost  chu rches  keep the  congregation  
fully in fo rm ed  o n  such  m atte rs ,  a n d  those  w ho  d o n ’t 
should.

Where You Belong, or Where You Attend?
Some people send their tithes back to the church where 
their membership is, rather than supporting the work 
of the congregation where they are spiritually fed. In 
your opinion, where should they give their tithes?

Since you asked  for m y  personal  op in ion ,  I shall give 
it. S o m e  good  a n d  p r u d e n t  folks m a y  disagree with  me. 
I th in k  th a t  we sh o u ld  give o u r  t i thes  w here  o u r  m e m ­
bership  is— even i f  o u r  bod ies  are  n o t  there. To insist 
on  the  t i thes  being  pa id  w here  you  are  being  “sp ir i tu ­
ally fed" m a y  reveal a c o n s u m e r  m en ta l i ty  as though  
the t i the  were so m e  sort o f  p a y m e n t  for services ren ­
dered. I also believe th a t  body  an d  m e m b e rsh ip  belong  
together. T h a t  is to  say, th a t  we shou ld  p u t  o u r  m e m ­
be rsh ip  w here  o u r  reg u la r  a t t e n d a n c e  is. T h u s ,  o n e  
could  par t ic ipa te  fully in the  life o f  the  local c h u r c h —  
ho ld ing  offices, tak ing  par t  in elections, etc.

T h e re  are exceptions,  o f  course . A trave ling  e v a n ­
gelist, for exam ple ,  c a n n o t  p u t  his o r  her  m e m b ersh ip  
w here  the  b o d y  is. M ilita ry  personne l w ho  m ove  often  
c a n n o t  jo in  every c h u rc h  th a t  they  a t te n d  for th ree  
S undays  in a  row. T h e  c o n ta c t  w ith  the  ch u rc h  back  
h o m e  is very im p o r ta n t  to  such  persons. As a rule, co l­
lege s tu d e n ts  f ind  them se lves  a t te n d in g  o n e  ch u rc h  an d  
belonging  to  another .  I f  one  has to  be separated  from

the  congregation  to  w hich  they  belong  for so m e t im e 
a n d  feel they w an t  to  give the ir  t i the  w here  they  w or­
ship, b u t  n o t  m ove  the ir  m em bersh ip ,  it seem s advis­
able to  m e  to  con tac t  the  pas tor  o f  the  h o m e  ch u rch  to  
let h im  o r  her  know  a b o u t  th is  arrangem ent .

Election Procedure
Last year at our church’s annual meeting, we were 
asked to approve the nominating committee’s ballot be­
fore it was distributed. Is this standard procedure?

S tan d a rd  p rocedu re  calls for the  congregation  to  see 
the  ballo t before voting to  approve  it. ^

The views expressed in the responses in this colum n are those o f  the editor and do not 
constitute official statement by or fo r  the Church o f  the  Nazarene. The editor is not able 
to send  replies to questions not selected fo r  publication. Address: H erald o f  Holiness. 
6401 The Paseo. Kansas City. M O 64131.

Benefits Questions
Answered by Dean W essels

Q. Since I am a minister, can’t any TSA plan 
have withdrawals designated as “ housing allow­
ance?”

No. O n ly  the  N az a ren e  T S A  P lan  o f fe red  by the 
B oard  o f  P ens ions  an d  B e n e f i ts  U S A  w o u ld  be 
rec o g n ize d  by the  In ternal  R e venue  S erv ice  as a 
part  o f  the  off ic ia l  N az a ren e  M in i s te r ’s R e t i rem en t  
P rog ram . T here fo re ,  it is the  on ly  T S A  p lan  tha t can  
p rov ide  a bene f i t  w h ich  can  be d es igna ted  in w hole  
o r  in part as a ta x -e x em p t “ h o us ing  a l lo w a n c e ’’ fo r  
N az a ren e  m in is te rs .  T h is  is a very  im p o r ta n t  benef i t  
s ince  funds  c o n tr ib u ted ,  interest ea rn ed ,  and  re t i re ­
m en t d is t r ib u t io n s  m ade  m ay n ev e r  be taxable  e i the r  
for in c o m e tax or  fo r  Socia l S ecu r i ty  tax purposes .

U n d er  the  N az a ren e  T S A  P lan ,  co n t r ib u t io n s  on 
b e h a lf  o f  a m in is te r  are m ade  by the  church  
e m p lo y e r  on a reg u la r  bas is  as part o f  the s tandard  
c o m p e n sa t io n  package .  T h ey  are m ade  in rec o g n i­
tion  o f  the  ch u rch  b o a rd 's  responsib il i ty  to prov ide  
not on ly  cu rren t  c o m p e n sa t io n  but also  an  adequate  
re t i rem en t incom e for  those  w ho  have  se rved  the 
chu rch  d u r in g  th e ir  ea rn in g  years.

Questions about benefits may be sent to the 
Board of Pensions and Benefits USA, 6401 The 
Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131-1284.
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W. E. M c C U M B E R

Who Will Evangelize 
the Swarming Recreationists?

There is a large segm ent o f  
o u r  A m er ic an  p o p u la t io n  
th a t  desperate ly  needs to  be 

evangelized, b u t  the ir  evangeliza­
t ion  is no t  likely to  h ap p e n  w ith in  
the  church. I refer to  the  growing 
n u m b e rs  o f  people w ho  spend  the ir  
w eekends  at the  resort areas o f  the  
nation .  T hey  are the  m o s t  m obile  
o f  o u r  highly m obile  society, and  
they present the  chu rch  with a spe­
cial challenge.

O u r  resort areas, large an d  small, 
are bu rs t ing  a t  the  seam s with  peo ­
ple seeking shor t  b reaks from the 
rou tines  o f  the ir  h o m e s  an d  jobs. 
This  recreational sw arm ing  reaches 
its peak d u r in g  the  s u m m e r  
m on ths ,  b u t  it occurs  nearly year 
a round .  M o u n ta in s  a n d  beaches 
are filled w ith  sun-seekers a n d  fun- 
seekers. Lakes, rivers, parks, ski 
slopes, campsites, golf  courses, an d  
rid ing trails a b o u n d  with  t e m p o ­
rary popula tions.  T hey  co m e  from 
everywhere to  sam ple  everything.

These are people whose first an d  
deepest need  is G o d ,  b u t  m u l t i ­
tudes  o f  th e m  are ob liv ious to  th a t  
fact. T hey  hope  to  fill the  void an d  
slake the  th irst  they c a n n o t  identify 
by spend ing  m o re  dollars, p laying 
m ore  games, hoist ing m o re  drinks, 
or  exploiting m o re  bodies.

A irp lanes  an d  a u to m o b ile s  e n ­
able th e m  to range far ther  and  
faster th a n  the ir  g ran d p a re n ts  ever 
th o u g h t  o f  doing, so th a t  huge 
n u m b e rs  are se ldom  h o m e  on  
weekends. T h e  chu rches  in the ir  
ne ighbo rhoods  are n o t  going to  see 
them , m u c h  less reach th e m  for 
Christ. Yet, they m u s t  be evange­
lized. T h e  co m m iss io n  to  go in to  
all the  world does n o t  exclude the 
scattered  realm s o f  these bronzed, 
fast-track hedonists.

A task force o f  young  believers, 
g ro u n d ed  in C hris t  a n d  the  Bible, 
w ith  the  courage an d  faith to  ex­
pe r im e n t  an d  innovate, could 
pene tra te  these resort areas for the 
k ingdom  o f  G od .  M en  an d  w o m en  
w ho  can  share the  m ilieu  o f  the  h e ­
don is ts  w ith o u t  a d o p t in g  the ir  val­
ues cou ld  f ind  ways to  witness, 
places to  gather, an d  m e th o d s  o f  
disc ipling th a t  w ou ld  reach those, 
where they are, w ho  w ould  never 
co m e  to  w here  we are.

C hris t ians  w ho  cou ld  share recre­
a t ional activities w ith o u t  s u c c u m b ­
ing to  a pagan  m en ta l i ty  cou ld  gain 
en try  in to  m a n y  needy  lives tha t
are now  com ple te ly  un- ____
to u c h e d  by the  churches.
C hr is t ians  w ho  can  per­
form  skillfully with  skis, 
rackets, golf  clubs, an d  
m o to rb o a ts— using recre­
ationa l e q u ip m e n t  as 
m e a n s  an d  no t ends, as 
tools  a n d  n o t  idols— could  
find  endless o p p o r tu n i t ie s  
to  share the  gospel with 
lost people  w ho  are busily
involved with  the  sa m e________ ____
th ings  b u t  for lesser rea­
sons.

T h is  k ind  o f  evangelism w ould  
d e m a n d  w orkers  w ho  are not 
th rea ten e d  by, a n d  do  n o t  b ecom e 
defensive abou t ,  the  ex trem es o f  a t ­
tire a n d  co n d u c t  th a t  such areas a t ­
tract. T h ey  w ould  have to  “ keep 
the ir  cool"  w hen  con fron ted  by the 
laughing  faces a n d  m o c k in g  w ords 
o f  cynical persons  w ho  view any  
religious activity  as an  in tru s ion  
u p o n  the ir  privileged pleasure.
T hey  w ou ld  have to  presen t a 
c o u n te rcu l tu re  with  poise an d  c o n ­
fidence. w ith  courage th a t  excludes 
hostility, with faith th a t  defies cal­

um ny. with love th a t  survives rejec­
t io n  a n d  c o n t in u e s  its pa t ien t  ques t 
w ith o u t  reacting  in kind.

A n easy a l te rna t ive  is to  consign 
these hedon is ts  to  perd it ion  an d  
forget them . We cou ld  say with  a 
great Reform er, “ Let th e m  c o m e  to 
ch u rch  an d  hear  the  gospel." But 
we are  told to  go in to  the  world 
a n d  m a k e  disciples, no t  to  wait in 
chu rch  until they c o m e  ask ing  to 
be en l igh tened  a n d  saved. We are 
followers o f  H im  w ho  c a m e  "to  
seek an d  to  save" the  lost, an d  
n o n e  are m o re  lost th a n  these 
th o u sa n d s  o f  thrill-chasing, life- 
wasting  m en  a n d  w om en .

T hhe Great Commission 
does not exclude these 

bronzed, fast-track  
hedonists.

T h e  ch u rch  cou ld  n o t  risk the 
im m a tu r e  to  such  an  evangelistic 
project. A nd  only  the  m a tu re  
w ould  be willing to  su p p o r t  such 
efforts w ith  the ir  p rayers  a n d  by 
p u t t in g  the ir  do lla rs  w here  their  
a m e n s  are. Such people  are surely 
available, however. W h a t  the ir  wit­
ness to  C hris t  cou ld  achieve, only 
He knows. Any o f  us can  figure 
o u t  the  results o f  leaving this spe­
cial segm ent o f  society to  the ir  
frenzied pursu i t  o f  lesser gods.
W. E. M cCum ber is a preacher, 
teacher, author and former editor of 
the Herald of Holiness. ^
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How Many Nazarene Ladies Does It Take To

CLEAN UP A TRUCK STOP?
FLORENCE FALK AS TOLD TO C. ELLEN WATTS

The day I accepted a job  at our In retrospect, I was too happy over 
small city’s only truck stop, I having found work to notice much about 
had no idea w hat lay hidden my new place of employment. Economy 
beneath a remote section of the was down, and jobs in our locale were 

k itchen  co u n te r .  A sm all sign, tap ed  scarce. My employer and his wife, Della*, 
among handbills and o ther advertising, were Mormons. Frank must have inter­
escaped my attention. viewed a dozen other applicants for the
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job. W hile  m ost  m ust  have been 
o f  the ir  own faith, he had  hired 
me, a “G e n ti le ” a n d  a longtim e 
m e m b e r  o f  th e  C h u r c h  o f  th e  
Nazarene.

My husband , Harold, an d  I ex­
p e c te d  to  go w ith  a W ork  a n d  
W itness team  to Nairobi, Kenya, 
East Africa soon, a n d  G o d  knew 
I n e e d e d  to  e a r n  s o m e  e x t r a  
money.

T hree  days later, I w ondered  if 
I h a d  m a d e  a m i s t a k e  a b o u t  
G o d ’s par t  in the matter.

I had  taken  cabbage from  the 
co o le r  a n d  w as a b o u t  to  m a k e

slaw w hen the  d o o r  opened  an d  a 
m id d le -a g e d  m a n  w e a r in g  o u r  
high school’s booster  c lub jacke t  
tossed a bill o n to  the  counter.

“G e t  m e a P layboy,” he said.
T h e  p o p u la t i o n  o f  o u r  to w n  

b e in g  a r o u n d  90  p e r c e n t  M o r ­
m on , I could  no t  have been m ore  
as ton ished  had  he asked for the 
last six issues o f  th e  H e ra ld  o f  
H o lin ess  d o n e  u p  in gilt paper. 
F u r th er ,  I h ad  s t ra ig h te n e d  th e  
m agazine display th a t  very m o rn ­
ing, an d  1 knew for sure I had  no t 
seen Playboy.

“We d o n ’t . .  . , ” I began.
H e gave th e  m o n e y  a shove. 

“Sure you do.”
H e p o in te d  to  th e  sign I had  

fa iled  to  n o t ic e .  I c r in g e d  a n d  
then  b rea thed  a prayer in the d i­
rection o f  the fly-specked ceiling 
as I re co g n iz e d  th e  id en t i fy in g

b u n n y  logo.
C o n s c io u s  o f  th e  in d w e l l in g  

pow er o f  the  H oly Spirit, 1 told 
him, “ Even if  we do, I c a n ’t sell 
tha t  k ind  o f  stuff.”

Veins bulged on e ither side o f  a 
b e e fy  f o r e h e a d .  H e  u t t e r e d  a 
curse.

A waitress cam e  to m y rescue. 
“ Forget it, Florence. I'll get h im  
one,” she said.

T h e  cu s to m er  sm irked  openly  
as C a rm e n  extracted a m agazine 
from beneath  a co u n te r  on  the far 
side o f  the k itchen  area.

As the  d o o r  sw ung sh u t  a f te r  
h i m ,  s h e  s a i d ,  “ S o r r y .  T h e y  
sh o u ld ’a ’ to ld  you.” T h en ,  “You 
m a y  as well get e d u c a te d  r igh t 
now. T h ere ’s m o re ’n ju s t  Playboy.

See— there’s som e real ju icy  s tuff  
u n d e r  here.”

S n a tc h in g  a b u t c h e r  kn ife ,  1 
w h a c k e d  th e  c a b b ag e  in two. I 
answered quietly.

“ I d o n ’t care to  look. I’ve seen 
enough.”

T h e  next day, fully expecting to  
be let go, I to ld  Della, “ I c a n ’t 
w o rk  h e re  i f  1 m u s t  sell th o s e  
magazines.”

S h e  t o u c h e d  m y  a r m .  “ I t ’s 
Frank  w ho  orders  them . I d o n ’t 
like th em  either,” she confided.

“W h o  buys th em ?  T h e  t ru c k ­
ers?” I asked. In m y o p in io n ,  a 
girlie m ag az in e  was o n e  i tem  a 
m an  away from h o m e  an d  family 
could  do  w ithout.

Ignoring  m y  ques t ion ,  she as­
sured me, “You d o n ’t have to  sell 
t h e m ,  F lo re n c e .  I f  a c u s t o m e r  
asks, call m e  an d  I’ll take  care o f  
it.”

A l th o u g h  I w as re lieved  a n d  
h ap p y  to  still be em p lo y ed ,  the  
p rob lem  c o n t in u e d  to  rankle. It 
was H a ro ld ’s week to  w ork  eve­
n ing  shift, an d  I missed his c o u n ­
sel th a t  evening. As I drove alone

to p rayer m eeting , I looked  for­
w a rd  to  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  fe llow 
Christians.

O u r  c h u r c h  is  s m a l l .  O n  
W ednesday nights w hole  families 
ga ther  in h o m es  an d  tak e  turns  
leading the  study. T h e  bo o k  was 
from the D ialog Series, a n d  the 
lesson dealt  with the occult. The 
d iscussion shifted to  include a va­
riety o f  the tools used by Satan  to 
ply his trade.

I told  ab o u t  the m agaz ines  at 
w o rk .  “ I ’ll b e  f i r e d  b e fo re  I’ll 
share space with th a t  trash,” I de­
clared.

“S hould  you co n t in u e  to  work 
t h e r e  a t  a l l ? ”  a y o u n g  f a th e r  
p ro b e d .  “ I d o n ' t  know ,” 1 said. 
“ I . . . ”

T h ree  young  people  sat in vari­
o u s  l o c a t io n s  a b o u t  th e  room . 
T h e ir  eyes were u p o n  me.

“ Pray for me, please,” I said. “I 
w an t to  do  w ha t 's  right.”

H ow  good it was to  share my 
b u rd en  with m y bro thers  an d  sis­
ters in Christ! A n d  how sweet to 
sense the ir  loving prayer support 
d u r in g  the  difficult  days ahead.

At work, while o thers  attended 
to  m agaz ine sales, I saw faces— 
faces th a t  b e longed  to  th e  dads 
a n d  g r a n d p a s  a n d  y o u n g  men 
w h o  l iv e d  in  m y  c o m m u n i ty .  
Heartsick, I began a m en ta l  tally. 
D u r in g  the 40 -som e ho u rs  o f  my 
w ork  week, n o t  o n e  t ru c k e r  re­
quested  a copy o f  P layboy  or any 
o th e r  u n d er -co u n te r  “skins.” My 
em ployer  was prov id ing  sm ut for 
h is  f r ie n d s  a n d  fe llow  c h u rc h ­
m e n !  S o m e  l iv e d  in  m y  own 
neighborhood.

I h a d  n e v e r  m i n d e d  th o se  
t im es w hen I w orked  solo. Now I 
d readed  the  possibility o f  having 
to  face the  issue. I had  learned, 
how ever,  th a t  th e  p ro b le m  had 
never  b een  m in e  a lo n e ,  for the

M y employer was providing smut for 
his friends and fellow churchmen!
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battle was aga ins t  p r in c ip a l i t ie s  
and powers, a n d  the  S tro n g m an  
was on m y  side!

On one  such day, I saw a cus­
tomer glance over his sh o u ld er  as 
he cam e th ro u g h  the  door. Eyes 
downcast a n d  d a r t in g  nervously  
along the m etal c o u n te r  strip, he 
asked for a m ag az in e  1 knew  to 
be particularly  vulgar.

“I d o n ’t sell th a t  stuff,” I said. 
“Della’s o u t  back. I'll call her.” 

E m b a r r a s s e d ,  h e  m u m b l e d ,  
“T ha t’s all right. I guess I d o n ’t 
need it anyhow.”

Watching h im  scuttle back  out 
to his car, I forgot I was holding 
coffee until a f te r  I’d  sp lattered  the 
front o f  m y b louse  a n d  s lopped it 
across th e  c o u n te r .  I to u c h e d  a 
finger to  m y  tongue , cha lked  up  a 
s i len t s y m b o l  o f  v ic to ry ,  a n d  
grinned as I w iped  u p  the  mess.

My t r i u m p h  w as  sh o r t - l iv ed .  
Slick pages  o f  sex u a lly  ex p lic i t  
materials co n t in u ed  to  spew from 
beneath  th e  c o u n te r  w h e re  I, a 
child o f  G o d ,  h a d  co n se n te d  to  
keep working.

H a ro ld  a n d  I t a lk e d  it over, 
and I dec ided  to  give notice. “ I’m 
sorry, b u t  I can  n o  longer  w ork  
here if  you in ten d  to  keep selling 
trashy m agazines,” I to ld  Della.

“I d o n ’t like it either,” she re­
peated. “ I’ll ta lk  to  Frank.”

T he  o u tc o m e  seem ed  certa in . 
Her husb an d , I was sure, w ould  
say th a t  he’d gotten  on  for years 
w i th o u t  th e  h e lp  o f  o n e  n o sey  
Nazarene, a n d  th ey ’d  m anage.

To m y  s u r p r i s e ,  D e l la  c a m e  
over th e  very  n ex t  m o r n in g  to  
where I w as c u t t in g  h o m e m a d e  
pies in to  six even wedges.

"I ta lk ed  to  F rank ,” she said. 
“He to ld  m e  to  cancel the  o rde r  
for th o s e  k in d s  o f  m a g a z in e s .” 
“Praise G o d !” I said.

She  l i n g e re d  fo r  a m o m e n t .  
“Florence— thanks.”

I tu rned .  “For w ha t?”
“ F o r  g i v i n g  m e  c o u r a g e  to  

speak to  Frank.”
O n Sunday, I to ld  m y church  

family, a n d  we all re jo iced  over 
the victory.

W h e n  I rep o r ted  for w ork  on

Tuesday, several b u n d les  o f  new 
m a g a z in e s  lay n e a r  th e  d isp lay  
r a c k .  I k n e w  t h e  m o m e n t  I 
lo o k e d  t h a t  t h e  u s u a l  “ s k i n s ” 
were am o n g  th em  an d  th a t  n o th ­
ing had  changed.

“Are you going to  stick to  your  
th rea t?” H aro ld  asked th a t  night 
a f te r  I to ld  h im  th a t  th e  m a g a ­
zines were still on  the  usual shelf.

M oney  was no t tha t im portan t .
“ I'll finish this week, then  I’m 

through,” I to ld  Della on  T h u rs ­
day.

Friday cam e  a n d  the  m agazines 
h a d  n o t  b e e n  r e m o v e d .  H a d  I 
been so eager for a jo b  as to  fail 
to  listen to  G od?

I t h a n k e d  H im  fo r  w h a t  I ’d 
earned , asked H im  to  bless m y  fi­
nal day, an d  begged for gu idance 
in the  days to  follow.

It was with m ixed feelings tha t  
I w alked in to  th e  tru ck  s top  on  
S a t u r d a y .  T h e r e ’s s o m e t h i n g  
ab o u t  the  a ro m a  o f  strong coffee 
m ixed  with  diesel fum es th a t  gets 
in  a l a d y ’s b lood .  I l iked  D ella  
an d  had  looked forward to  even­

tually  sharing  C hris t  w ith  her. I 
w ould  m iss getting to  visit with 
C h r i s t i a n  t r u c k e r s ,  a n d  I fe lt  
badly to  th in k  I w ould  no longer 
be  in  a  p o s i t io n  to  w i tn e s s  to  
those w ho were not.

I sp o t te d  th e  b a re  p lace  first  
th ing  as I s tarted  a ro u n d  the  end  
o f  t h e  c o u n t e r .  T h e  s ig n  w as  
gone!

Experiencing a  sense o f  awe, I 
p r a c t i c a l l y  t i p t o e d  a c r o s s  th e  
k i tch en  a n d  peered  b en e a th  the  
counter. T h e  shelf was empty!

P ra is e  be  to  G o d ,  it h a s  r e ­
m ain ed  th a t  way.

Me?
I a m  still w ork ing ,  a n d  I am  

s t i l l  c o u n t i n g  o n  A f r i c a  n e x t  
m on th .

I have also been rem inded  o f  a 
very  specia l t ru th .  O n e  person , 
with G o d ’s help, can  m ak e  a d if ­
ference.
Note: Florence Falk is a member of the 
Church of the Nazarene in Vernal, Utah. 
The Vernal church is one of the newest 
churches on the Intermountain District.
*N am es have been chan ged. h i

W o * A c t i o n

I l l u s t r a t e d  
BIBLE LIFE
Your key to discovery  
o f  the ancient world..
Learn about life during Bible times 
as each issue provides you with:
■ well-researched articles about the 
customs, rituals, governments, and re­
ligions that shaped the world of Jews 
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■ insights for gaining a better under­
standing of the Bible from the finest holiness 
scholars of our time.
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Ray H a n c e , p a s to r of 
the W ichita , Kans., Lin- 
wood Church, and his  
w ife ,  V e r a , s e a rc h  
through the  rubble for 
p e rs o n a l b e lo n g in g s . 
The Hances’ home was 
destroyed by a tornado  
Apr. 26.

TORNADOES TAKE TOLL 
ON NAZARENES IN 
SOUTHERN KANSAS
At leas t  tw o  p e rso n s  w ho 
attended Nazarene churches 
were killed in the tornadoes 
that roared through southern 
Kansas Apr. 26.

The homes of 20 Nazarene 
families were either destroyed 
o r  d a m a g e d ,  a c c o r d in g  to 
Kansas District S uperin ten­
dent W. T. Dougharty. He 
said the parsonage of  Wichi­
ta, Kans., Linwood Church of 
the Nazarene was destroyed. 
Pastor Ray Lunn Hance and 
his wife, Vera, were not at 
h o m e  w hen  the  tw is t e r  
struck.

The tornadoes did millions 
o f  d o l la r s  in d a m a g e  and  
claimed the lives of  at least 
20 persons when they dropped 
on Wichita and its surround­
ing communities.

M a th i ld a  B e b o u t .  67 ,  a 
m e m b e r  o f  W ic h i t a  F irs t  
Church, was killed when her 
h o m e  w as le v e le d  by the  
storm. A retired public school 
teacher, she was active in the 

N W M S  p r o ­
gram  as well 
as the singles 
and d ram a  
groups at First 
Church.

"She was a
M rs. Bebout dear woman,” 

said Gene W illiams, pastor 
of Wichita First Church.

All Nazarene missionaries in 
Costa Rica and Panam a are 
safe following an earthquake 
in those countries  Apr. 22, 
acco rd ing  to Robert Scott ,  
W o r ld  M is s io n  D iv is io n  
director. No other Nazarenes 
w ere  r e p o r te d  in ju re d  or 
k illed  in the quake ,  which 
measured 7.2 on the Richter 
scale.

The quake  was cen te red  
about 70 miles southeast of 
San Jose. At least 80 persons 
were killed and 750 to 850 
persons were injured in both

Mrs. Bebout is survived by 
her son. Doug, who attends 
Wichita First Church with his 
wife and family, and another 
son. Walter.

Funeral services for Mrs. 
Bebout were held May 1 at 
Wichita First Church.

Tim White, pastor o f  Sev- 
ery. Kans., Church of the Na­
zarene. said a lady who a t­
tended his church died when 
the m obile  hom e in which 
she lived was blown away. 
According to White, Lucille 
Jacobs and her husband were 
at home on their farm when a 
tornado struck. Mr. Jacobs 
went to the door and fell out 
when the home was lifted off 
its foundation. Mrs. Jacobs 
was reading in another room 
and  w as  c a u g h t  up in the 
storm. Mr. Jacobs was taken 
to a hospital where he was 
treated for cuts and bruises.

The Jacobses  were m e m ­
bers of  the Methodist church

countries. More than 10,000 
were left homeless.

The N azarene  ch u rch  in 
F in c a ,  P a n a m a ,  c o l l a p s e d  
along with the nearby home 
o f  a Salvadoran family that 
attends the church, according 
to Jose B. G ordon, Panam a 
District superintendent. The 
church in El Silencio, Pana­
ma. was also damaged, along 
with homes of Nazarene fam­
ilies in the area.

The seminary in San Jose 
was not damaged.

N azarene Com pass ionate

in S every  but a t ten d e d  the 
Nazarene church on Sunday 
and  W e d n e s d a y  n ig h ts .  
T h e i r  c h i ld r e n  a t t e n d  the  
Nazarene church in Augusta, 
Kans., about 40 miles away.

Severy is located about 55 
miles east of Wichita.

Persons from the Severy  
community converged on the 
Nazarene church for protec­
t ion  f rom  the  s to rm .  T he  
c h u r c h  is o n e  o f  the  few 
buildings in the com m unity  
with a re in fo rced  co n c re te  
and steel s truc tu re .  W hite  
said about one- th i rd  o f  the 
to w n ’s residents fled to the 
church for refuge.

Gene Williams said seven 
families from W ichita  First 
C hurch  lost the ir  hom es to 
the tornadoes.

At W ichita  First Church, 
persons were praying at the 
altar at the close of  a holiness 
crusade service with evange­
list Stephen Manley, when a

Ministries has responded to 
urgent needs for pure water, 
food, tents, sheets, and blan­
kets. Churches, groups, and 
individuals wanting to assist 
in meeting these needs may 
co n tr ibu te  to the N azarene  
C o m p a s s io n a te  M in is t r ie s  
F u n d .  C h e c k s  s h o u ld  be 
m ade  p ay a b le  to " G e n e ra l  
T r e a s u r e r ,  C h u r c h  o f  the  
N a z a r e n e , ” e a r m a r k e d  for  
“Costa  R ica /Panam a Earth ­
q u a k e ,"  and  sent to N CM . 
All gifts are approved as a 10 
percent special.

warning of  a tornado prompt­
ed th o se  a t te n d in g  to take 
cover  in the ch u rc h 's  base­
ment. The storm passed by 
without mishap.

M e m b e r s  o f  N a z a r e n e  
churches in the Wichita area 
w e re  i n v o lv e d  in h e lp in g  
families hit by the storms to 
dig out.

NAZARENES KILLED IN 
PERU QUAKES
Tw o N azarenes were killed 
and 12 N a z a re n e  churches  
des tro y e d  w hen  two e a r th ­
quakes shook a jungle region 
of northern Peru Apr. 5. At 
least 25 persons were killed 
in the quakes, and hundreds 
were injured.

T h e  N a z a r e n e  D is tr ic t  
Center is still functional, but 
o n e  w all  w as  d a m a g e d .  
Eight N azarene  parsonages 
were destroyed.

More people would  have 
been killed or injured if not 
for the fact that most spent 
the night outdoors  after the 
first quake, which measured
6.1 on the Richter scale.

T he  c i ty  o f  M oyobam ba 
was virtually destroyed, with 
90 percent o f  the c i ty ’s build­
ings damaged by the second 
quake, which measured 6.8.

N azarene Com passionate 
Ministries arranged for food 
sh ipm ents  to be sent to the 
region.

An earthquake measuring 
6.5 hit this sam e region on 
May 30, 1990. killing at least 
135 people.

C h u r c h e s ,  g r o u p s ,  and 
individuals wanting to assist 
in meeting the urgent needs 
c r e a t e d  by  the  P eruv ian  
ea r thquakes  may contribute 
to the Nazarene Compassion­
ate Ministries Fund. Checks 
should  be m ade  payable  to 
“G eneral Treasurer,  Church 
of the Nazarene" and sent to 
NCM , ea rm arked  for "Peru 
E a r th q u a k e ."  All gifts are 
approved as a 10 percent spe­
cial.

EARTHQUAKE SHAKES COSTA RICA AND PANAMA
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They are planted in the
house of the Lord, they
flourish in the courts of our 
God. They still bring forth

NAZARENE INTERNATIONAL RETREAT OF GOLDEN AGERS

fruit in old age.
Psalm 92:13-14, r s v

GLORIETA, N.Mex.
September 9-14, 1991
Rev. A. Wayne Pittard, Director

ADIRONDACK, Schroon Lake, N.Y. 
September 23-27, 1991 
Mr. Randy Cloud, Director

VICTORIA, B.C.
October 14-18, 1991 
Dr. Riley Coulter, Director

ST. SIMONS ISLAND, Ga.
November 4-8, 1991
Rev. Hilton Gillespie, Director

FLORIDA, Leesburg, Fla.
March 2-6, 1992
Rev Sam Stearman, Director

OZARK, Eureka Springs, Ark.
April 27— May 1, 1992
Rev Marge Jantz-Owens, Director

For Information/Registration brochure write or call: NIROGA, International Church of the Nazarene
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131 
816-333-7000, Ext. 364.



JUST FOR THE PLAY OF IT
By Debbie Salter Goodwin. A simple how-to book that approaches 
drama as a fun experience involving movement, storytelling, imag­
ination, and learning. Included is a script for a series of parable 
sketches titled “Gates, Gaps, and Grapes.” h h m p -664 $6.95

PEW PROMPTERS
By Lawrence G. and Andrea J. Enscoe. A huge collection of six- to 
seven-minute scripts to be used in conjunction with preaching. Ar­
ranged by topic for easy use. h h m p -662 $7.95

i ACTING UP!
I  By Doug Smee. This script collection is right on target for teen 
? drama groups. Contents include subjects close to teens and 
I  their lives. All are short and highly practical, h h m p -661 $6.95
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