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| nr* HE size of the preacher is not as important as his trend. It is better to be small |
| 1 and growing than large and shriveling. And growth is not an age matter with
| the preacher. Some young preachers are dwarfed and some old preachers are still

| making rapid progress.

M But there are some earmarks that designate the growing preacher, regardless of his

| age. In the first place, the growing preacher finds increasing delight in his own private
devotions and spends more and more time with those phases of his personal religion
which are not for public exploitation. For unless a preacher’s own religion is an
increasing satisfaction to him he cannot reasonably preach that religion increasingly

effective to others.

In the second place, the growing preacher keeps himself well supplied with books
and papers especially adapted to give him soul pabula and sermon background. Even if
he must wear a patched coat or eat less expensive food, the growing preacher will in-
crease his allowance for books year by year, and he will devour the words of others, as
he hopes others will “eat” his words. When a preacher is through with “the course
of study,” if he is a growing preacher, he will have plans for study and reading that
will keep him on the stretch even more than while he was an under-graduate. It has
been said of writers that if they do not quote others, they themselves will not be |
quoted. This does not mean that writers punish one another for not showing proper |
respect, but it means that only a man who knows what others are saying and can 1
appropriate the best they are saying will "write things that others find useful and |
illuminating. And so we may also say that the preacher who does not hear will not |
be heard. Even the man who is really “original” needs the stimulus of others’ words 1

to make him productive. The growing preacher is a student and a reader. 1
|
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In the third place, a growing preacher keeps his sympathies alive. The “bookish”
preacher is a failure so far as moving men is concerned. The “intellectual” preacher may
make a reputation as a lecturer, but he will not fill his altar with worshipers. The
preacher who will not visit his people will not likely find his people anxious to visit
him. If the preacher loses touch with human interests he is disqualified to be an
“ambassador,” for the ambassador must know the people to whom he is sent, as well
as to know the will of him by whom he is sent. The danger is that after a time the
| interests of the people will seem like “child's play” to the preacher and he will think 1
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he is growing, whereas, this is but an indication
of deterioration and decay.

And finally, the growing preacher is a close
observer of the fitness of things and is increas-
ingly careful to observe the qualities which con-
tribute to it. He preaches more and more on the
eternal verities and less and less on matters of his
own private judgment. He finds the things
“which matter most” more and more absorbing,
and the things which are incidental and doubtful
he argues less and less about. He stands more
firmly for principle than ever, and cares less and
less for personal vindication and the passing favors
of friends or strangers. These things make him
more “agreeable” and easier to get along with.
And this means that he will have more and more
“co-laborers,” and fewer and fewer mere “yes
men.” The growing preacher can work with
people this year that he could not work with last
year. This is not because the ways of the others
have become less offensive so much as because he
has risen above the trivialities which once meant
so much to him—when he was smaller. The
growing preacher is the only preacher who is
worthy of success in his high and holy calling.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Schopenhauer said, “the
disorder is not so useful
orderly one.”

largest library in
as a smaller but

Dr. Dale, that prince of preachers, said he
read every book on preaching that came his
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read one without
it.

wav, and that he never
learning something from

Emerson said, “One of the chief elements
iu eloquence is timeliness." And we have all
observed that good preaching consists of
truth well presented and at the proper time.
A recent writer says, “The preacher must
not waste time over that which is not inevit-
able and immediate. This timeliness is the
good news that fits the hour and saves the
soul.”

Speaking on "The Enrichment of Worship” in
the services of the church, Loren Pierce says,
“The announcements are ever an abomination.
The minister who will close an uninspired reading
of the Scriptures, and launch into endless an-
nouncements pleading for a full attendance at the
board meeting, a generous response to the finan-
cial canvass, and enlarge upon the grand and glo-
rious time expected at the pie contest, ought to
be disciplined.” There are some preachers who
do not make a bore of the announcements, but
there are many who do. Dr. Haynes used to
place an “inside bulletin board” in a conspicuous
place and then require that all announcements be
posted, utterly refusing to do more than make
the barest mention of any special service that
might be ordered. The results were just as good.
For people become accustomed to enlargement
and emphasis until nothing impresses them un-
less it is made a nuisance, and even then they
do not remember it very well.

DEVOTIONAL

SOME GREAT PREACHERS |
KNOWN
By A. M. Hinis

No. 20. Rev. J. O. Peck

E LOOKED in vain for material in

the city library, about the parentage

and early life of this prince of Israel.

When we first heard of him, we were urged to
go and hear him. He was already being called
one of the greatest revival pastors of all Method-
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ism. He was at that time pastor of one of the
leading Methodist churches in America, located
in Brooklyn, New York. | found the large
auditorium in which he preached filled to the
limit with people that had come together to
hear a gospel which would have honored the
lips of an angel.

This is what he put on record about his sanc-
tification, which had occurred a few years before.
“God never left me a single year without a gra-
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cious revival in which many souls were given
as the seals of my ministry. Never had my pas-
torate been more favored with the divine bless-
ing. But in the summer of 1872 a deep heart
hunger that I had never known began to be real-
ized. | longed for | scarcely knew what. | ex-
amined myself and prayed more earnestly, but
the hunger of my soul grew more imperious. |
was not plunged in darkness, or conscious of con-
demnation ; yet the inward craving increased.
The result of these weeks of heart-throes was a
gradual sinking of self, a consuming of all selfish
ambitions and purposes, and a consciousness of
utter emptiness. Then arose an unutterable long-
ing to be filled.

“l had been prejudiced against the National
Campmeeting Association. But a conviction was
borne in upon me that if I would go to that
meeting and confess how | was hungering |
would be filled with the Spirit. | went, frankly
told my errand there, and sought the prayers of
all. | told them | wanted the fulness that night,
and felt it was the divine will to give it that hour.
I then descended to the altar and knelt before
the Lord. By simple faith | was enabled to
take Christ as my sufficiency to fill and satisfy
my hungry soul. The instant | received Christ
as my wisdom, righteousness and sanctification,
the stillness and emotionlessness of absolute quiet
permeated my wdiole being. The tempter seduc-
tively suggested, ‘'The Spirit is withdrawn and you
are doomed to disappointment.” As quick as
thought came my reply, ‘With or without feeling,
| have and now take Christ as my all in all.’
I knew that moment He was my complete Savior.
At once the most blessed experience was mine
that | can conceive! No joy, no rapture; but
something sweeter, deeper than | had before
known, ‘the peace of God that passeth all under-
standing!” | seemed filled with all the fulness of
God.”

To anyone, especially any successful minister,
w'ho has obtained this blessing, this testimony of
Dr. Peck’s has all the marks of absolute genuine-
ness, and. as might be expected, he tells us that
after his sanctification, God gave him several
times more souls under his preaching than ever
before. God kept His promise, “Ye shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you.”

Here is a book on “The Revival and the Pas-
tor,” with an introduction by J. M. Buckley,
D. D., called Methodism’ greatest editor, by
quoting from which the reader will get many

facts of profound importance on the subject, and
also get an insight into the spirit and passion of
this noble preacher.

“There can be no genuine revival that does not
emanate directly and dynamically from the Holy
Spirit.  The revival should always begin in the
preacher. It is enough to make angels weep
when the pastor is at ease in Zion. He is su-
premely sent of God to call sinners to repentance.
This is his high calling. Hence the revival should
begin and glow in him. The revival, beginning
with the minister, should extend to the whole
membership.  This will be manifest in frequent
and loving retirement for secret communion with
the heavenly Father. And how marvelous would
be the result if all the closet altars of the Method-
ist millions were set up anew! The world would
tremble under the power of such inspired and
conquering secret prayer!

“If there were no revivals, what hope could
there be, that the millions, now saved by these
mighty operations of the Spirit, would be saved
in any other way? Mr. Moody has estimated,
with others, that four-fifths of all regenerated
Christians in the world have been converted un-
der the influence of revivals. What can be sub-
stituted for this mighty agency? The swirl of
worldliness is so mighty that only powerful re-
ligious influences can preserve church members
from being swept down into secularism, or arouse
the unsaved to the impending loss of the soul.
Wi ithout revivals the Church will never conquer
the world.

“The ordinary services do not largely affect the
unconverted, either in drawing them to the house
of God, or in leading them to begin a Christian
life. To break the grip of sin on the soul de-
mands the power of God acting powerfully on
the heart. Profound penitence and godly sor-
row for sin are necessary antecedents of thor-
ough conversion. It is always desirable that in-
tense earnestness, enthusiasm, white heat of mind
and heart should characterize a revival. But one
must not mistake a great stir of emotion for
conversion. There may be a maelstrom of ex-
citement without any change of heart. No sin-
ner is in any condition to be saved until he has
made an unconditional surrender to God. He
must capitulate without terms, and turn from
all sin without reservation. This requires great
earnestness of purpose, but at the same time the
deliberate and profound action of the judgment.
Hence the author has felt it necessary always to
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guard the penitent against action under undue
excitement

“More and more did the author’s ministry be-
come pervaded with confidence in, and earnest
work for the children, but equally strong grew
the conviction that they should never be induced
to act under mere excitement. The best Chris-
tians he has ever seen, were saved in early child-
hood. One boy of six years was converted and
his Christian life for nearly twenty years since
has been as steady as the march of a planet. Mr.
Spurgeon was a careful shepherd of children, and
toiled to bring them early to Christ. Before his
death he made the statement that he expelled
forty-two members, but never one converted in
childhood.

“Important as all the work of a pastor is, his
supreme work is saving of souls. Bishop Foss
said, in a sermon before a conference® ‘Brethren,
your great work is soul saving, in which we in-
clude revivals. Men can no more be edified,
that is, built up in Christ, till they are converted
than a man can grow till he is born. Pastors
who speak complacently of their great work of
edifying Christians, would have no Christians to
edify if other men did not get them converted.
They are stepmothers or Shakers, rearing the chil-
dren to whom others gave birth.” Bishop Foster
said, ‘No one can train a young church member
as the pastor can, under whom he enters the
church.’

“The tenth rule for a preacher’s conduct de-
clares, “You have nothing to do but to save souls,
therefore spend and be spent in this work.
Either let us take down that sign or do business
under it! Nothing to do but to save souls!
Then they must be converted, and the conversion
of souls is a revival.

“The demand for wise and earnest efforts to
secure the conversion of the children in the Sab-
bath school commands our unqualified approba-
tion. But let it be a genuine work and not mere-
ly the effect of a wave of transient emotion.

“When a pastor thus burns with the convic-
tion that saving souls is his great work, and
when he prays and studies and labors to that
end, he will not need an evangelist. He himself
becomes the evangelist, and the revival is as sure
to follow as effect to follow cause. The writer
believes that each pastor, God-called, is abund-
antly able to obey God, and ‘do the work of an
evangelist.” God is without partiality. He will
honor one man’s ministry as surely as anotherss.

4)
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If the pastor wants evangelistic power and will
labor and pray for it, God will give it to him.
“Who that reads his Bible can doubt the divine
order of revivals. Look at the religious awaken-
ings under Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Josiah
and Ezra. The great modern denominations are
the results of revivals. The Episcopalians boast
that they are apostolic. That takes them back

to pentecost, which was quite a revival. They
started well. The Lutherans proclaim in their
very name the great revival under Luther. The

Congregationalists sprang from the Puritan re-
vival in England. The Presbyterians are the re-
sult of the reformation led by Calvin, Knox and
others. The Quakers arose from the revival un-
der George Fox. The Baptists sprang from that
revival and persecution which gave John Bunyan
and his ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ to the world. Meth-
odism is the outgrowth of the great Wesleyan
movement. These epochs of holy flame have been
the birth time of the vast majority of God’s stal-
wart sons and daughters. In these fires they have
teen tempered for their heroic work. Moody de-
clared that revival converts make the best work-
ers. They are more likely to hold out. A man
converted and entering a cold church is like a
young baby thrown into a snowdrift. But in
times of revival the church is warm, ready to
receive the newborn souls. God has His special
harvest seasons in nature: why not in grace.
The longer | live, the more | believe in revivals.

“One more point. The pastor must be the
center of the revival. It must be as fire shut up
in his bones. Then he cannot, will not rest, till
his contagious zeal has set others on fire. He
himself must be a walking revival. It will be
felt in the grasp of his hand, the tone of his
voice, the subject of his sermons. His pastoral
calls will breathe a profound solicitude for the
unsaved. His prayer room will be like Daniel’s
chamber, the birthplace of the revival that will
be felt in three worlds.

“Oftentimes it will require great pluck and pro-
digious labor to bring a cold, factious, backslid-
den, amusement loving church up to the work.
The pastor cannot wait till everyone is aroused.
Let him start meetings, and sound the trumpet.
God will have some on His side. Let them under-
stand that it is to be no skirmish, but a battle
for victory till the enemy surrenders. ‘Hard
pounding, hard pounding, sir,” said Wellington,
at Waterloo, ‘and he who pounds longest wins.’

“Often the writer has met only utter discour-
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agement the first three weeks. But persistent
pluck has at last been rewarded with marvelous
success. Once there was an all-night of prayer
with a few heroic souls: and in three days the
W'ork was moving grandly.

“Bishop Foster endorsed this in the following
words: ‘God has called us to be evangelists, and
placed responsibility on us which we cannot
escape. If we were called to preach at all, it was
to be evangelists. Our gifts vary, some have
more evangelistic power than others. But | have
an impression that God has called no man into
the ministry to whom He will not give the power
to get people saved and sanctified and built up in
righteousness.”

“This burning love for the salvation of souls
is indispensable to ministerial success. It was
what brought Jesus from heaven to earth to die
for men. We are commanded, ‘Let this mind
be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” He
had a passion for souls, and we should have
the same. He could not walk by the road, or
sit by the well, or visit the sick, or feed the hun-
gry, or see the fallen, or die on the cross, with-
out reaching out for some soul.

“His great apostle Paul had the same. He had
great heaviness and continual sorrow of heart
for his sinful brethren. He went about, night and
day warning men with tears. This man of
gigantic intellect and ripest culture and imperial
gifts found no employment so congenial as the
work of a pastor evangelist, winning souls. John
Knox had this passion and cried, ‘O God, give me
Scotland or | die!” George Whitefield had it, and
cried, ‘Give me souls or take my soul.” John
Wesley made it the passion and law of his life.

Whether he preached, wrote, edited, organized
classes or churches, his main object and aim
was always, souls, more souls, and yet more

souls 1 He taught his people to be at it, all at it,
and always at it, willing to toil and suffer and
sacrifice, if only God would give them souls.

“This passion for souls is a gift which pastors
should pray for, covet and cultivate. William
and Catherine Booth obtained it by the bap-
tism with the Holy Spirit. They started a work
in the slums of East End, London, and in less
than forty years there were a million and a quar-
ter wearing the uniform of the Salvation Army.
God put His seal of approval upon their won-
derful work.

"This passion is indispensable in all who would
win the masses to Christ. If making great and

polished sermons which will bring the praise of
men, and win prominent pulpits and big salaries,
be the pastor’s aim, he may get his earthly re-
ward. But if his one aim and purpose is the
glory of Christ, and the salvation of those for
whom Christ died, his sermons will be built to
subserve that end. His pastoral visits will be
perfumed with this Christlike spirit. The people
will find it out. They will be drawn to him as
men were drawn to Jesus. Ease and comfort
and fame will be ignored, and more and more
he wall be filled and possessed with a divine pas-
sion to rescue perishing men. It will become his
meat and drink to imitate Christ, and continue
the work that God inaugurated—namely, ‘to seek
and save the lost.”

“Personal private labor with individuals to
bring them to Christ is one of the highest arts,
and is the most effective means of winning souls.
By many it is dreaded; by others it is done tim-
idly and reluctantly. One of our ablest bishops
writes on this subject, “For many years as pastor
this was one thing that | dreaded to do.’

“Earlier in his pastoral work than did the
good bishop, the author learned this secret of
personal persuasion, though at first he had the
same shrinking, and often failed. No lady learns
to play the piano on the first or fortieth attempt.
No man becomes an artist or an orator save
by long continued efforts. And in the art above
all others—that of winning souls, pastors, may not
expect to succeed unless they persist. But if they
persist they will certainly win. To bring even
one soul will make their diadem resplendent
through all eternity.

“Pastors should carefully study the surround-
ings and peculiarities of the person whom they
would bring to Christ. Let them learn from the
wife, brother, sister or friend all they can about
his characteristics or individual views. To have
the good will of the person is half the battle.
Then let them select the time when they can see
him with the most hope of success. They should
not interrupt men and women when busy with
work that cannot be postponed. Pastors should
never be obtrusive nor perfunctory. Get the man
you would reach to talk to you about his busi-
ness, then talk to him about yours. God will
bless such efforts to reach men.

“If a group of praying members will pray to-
gether every night for a week for individuals, and
then separate and follow up prayers wtih per-
sonal interviews, somebody’s heart will be

©
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reached, and they will come forward and confess
Christ.  Then the work is begun. The Holy
Spirit will use the first convert or two as a
bell to ring and call the people.

“If it is at all possible, let this interview be
strictly private. Even the presence of the dear-
est friend on earth will be an embarrassment, both
to the pastor and to the one whom he would
reach. Pastors must use all discretion and wis-
dom to be successful fishers of men. But a love
for souls and the guidance of the Spirit, will
make one fertile in expedients to win the confi-
dence and reach the heart.

“This private interview must, if necessary, be
made a siege. Let the pastor plan to stay till the
soul surrenders. He must not be put off with the
flimsy promise, ‘I will think about it; I will con-
sider the matter.” This is usually but a ruse to
get out of his grip. He must not let the in-
dividual slip out of his hands. He must re-
double the attack as the man twists and writhes.
Conscience, truth and the Holy Spirit are on the
pastor’s side. Let him have omnipotent faith and
persistence. Let him starve the garrison into
surrender if there is no other way! The gen-
tlest manner and the kindest tones must be em-
ployed, but with unyielding firmness. The glove
may be soft as silk, but the grasp must be as
strong as a vise.

“There are many individuals who can be
reached in no other way. They will not come
to the meetings until they are captured and com-
mitted in private. Some of the strongest men
and women can be reached by personal conver-
sation who would withstand public appeals. One
reached in this way opens the door for others.
One winter in B~ the author induced a prom-
inent man and soldier, after an interview of two
hours in his office to promise to begin a Chris-
tian life. At least twenty more were afterward
converted as the direct result of his influence.
And he would never have been won in any other
manner.

“Further, the pastor must plead urgently and
persistently in the meetings to induce sinners to
come openly to the altar. He should not yield
till after herculean efforts. Often persistence
wins. If they cannot be induced to come to the
altar, then, before closing, ask them to rise for
prayers. The next night may bring them to the
altar. Its very publicity saves many souls from
drawing back.

“So great is my conviction of the value of per-

sonal effort, as the result of a life work in win-
ning souls, that | cannot emphasize this method
too strongly. If it were revealed to me from
heaven by the archangel Gabriel that God had
given me the certainty of ten years of life, and
that as a condition of my salvation | must win a
thousand souls to Christ in that time: and if it
were further conditioned to this end that I might
preach every day for the ten years, but might
not personally appeal to the unconverted out-
side the pulpit, or that I might not enter the pul-
pit during those ten years, but might exclusively
appeal to individuals, 1 would not hesitate one
moment to make the choice of personal effort as
the sole means to be used in securing the thou-
sand souls necessary to my own salvation. But
Gods plan, that pastors may be, shall be both
evangelical preachers, and walking evangelists is
the better way.

“But the man who will use neither way, with
the Bible in his hands and the Holy Spirit ready
to help him, but remains permanently barren,
would better resign his pastorate, and let another
fill it, who will be more faithful to his Lord, and
to the sacred trust committed to him.”

“The potential wealth of the Dead Sea is over
two and four-fifths times greater than all our
immense riches in fortunate America. . And
that Dead Sea will soon be one of the liveliest
spots on earth, humming with industry. A Lon-
don despatch in the New York Times of August
7 states that a concession for thfe exploitation of
this wealth is to be given, likely, to the Imperial
Chemical Industries, Ltd. It is further stated
that a recent estimate of the mineral resources
places their value at about $1,190,000,000,000.”
—Clipped from an article by Thomas M. Chal-
mers in the Sunday School Times of September 24.

This reminds me that about thirty years ago
| wrote my mother, in York, Nebr., from Sierra
Leone, West Africa, that if | were investing in
real estate | should want to buy land in Palestine.
| had no dream of what the River Jordan has
been washing into the Dead Sea through these
many centuries; | was only thinking of the proph-
ecies in the Bible.—R oy G. Codding.

Who’s Who with Christ
“And the King shall answer and say unto
them, Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch as ye
did it unto one of these my brethren, even these
least, ye did it unto me” (Matthew 25:40, R. V.),
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EXPOSITIONAL

IN THE SERMON ON THE
MOUNT
By Otive M. Winchester
Founded Upon a Rock or Shifting Sand
(Matt. 7:24-29)
“On Christ the Solid Rock | stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

STUDIES

His oath, His covenant, His blood
Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay.”

XX rj
\Y |/

HILE the multitude has listened with
wonder and amazement, the disciples
had marveled at the truth given.
Jesus had outlined to them the fundamentals in
Christian character, the contrast between the new
law of grace and the law of old time, new modes
of religious practice, and other religious duties
and precepts. He had warned them against a
false profession and its ultimate consequences.
Then he concludes the sermon with a further ex-
hortation and warning clothed in symbolic form.

Referring to the fact that the supreme requisite
to enter the kingdom of heaven is to do “the
will of the Father who is in heaven,” Jesus con-
tinues, “Every one therefore that heareth these
words of mine, and doeth them, shall be likened
unto a wise man, who built his house upon the
rock: and the rain descended, and the floods
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon
the rock. And every one that heareth these
words of mine, and doeth them not, shall be
likened unto a foolish man, who built his house
upon the sand: and the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and smote upon
that house; and it fell: and great was the fall
thereof” (R. V.).

In studying this passage the first thought that
should engage our attention is the essential differ-
ence in the persons contrasted. We have here on
the one hand, a wise man, and on the other, a
foolish man. The line of demarcation is not be-
tween the good and the evil, but as in the parable

of the virgins, it lies between the one who is
spiritually prudent and he who is without fore-

thought and wisdom in spiritual matters. Here
we have set before us a striking warning. It is
not sufficient to be well-intentioned, as would

seem to be any attentive hearer, but we must
seek to exercise wisdom in spiritual matters. Fail-
ing to do so, there may be a complete loss. Neg-
ligence and lack of foresight in our building of
our spiritual structure may mean its ruin.

Leaving the individuals contrasted, we come to
the figure presented. The imperative need of a
secure foundation and the resulting consequences
of false foundations has been set forth in pro-
phetic literature. Isaiah proclaiming to the
drunken band of reveling nobles in the city of
Jerusalem who were vaunting the fact that they
had made a covenant with death and hell and
therefore when the overwhelming scourge should
pass through, they would be safe, announced the
word of Jehovah, “Behold, | lay in Zion for a
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious cor-
ner-stone of sure foundation: he that believeth
shall not be in haste. And | will make justice
the line, and righteousness the plummet; and the
hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the
waters shall overflow the hiding place” (Isa.
28:16, 17, R. V.). Again the prophet Ezekiel
uttering a warning against the false prophets who
divined lies, drew a figure of a light wall that
had been built and then no doubt to cover its im-
perfections was “daubed with untempered mor-
tar.” He continues his word of exhortation with
the command, “Say unto them which daub it
with untempered mortar, that it shall fall: there
shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, 0 great
hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall
rend it” (Ezek. 13:11). Thus a reader of the
Old Testament as he heard the words of Jesus
may have recalled some of these prophetic figures.

Once more the thought of the similitude may be
brought home more vividly to our minds if we
note the land formation of Palestine. Olshausen
pictures this for us. “To understand the com-
parison,” he says, “imagine the rough, steep sides
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of the valleys, of that Jura formation prevalent
in Palestine. A house built beside a torrent, on
a rock, is unharmed by the swollen and sweeping
flood. But if resting, though placed high above
the stream, on a foundation of earth, the flood
gradually wears away its base, till at length the
undermined and growing slide of earth reaches
the house itself, and plunges it into the flood.”
Added to the fact of the inherent nature of the
land formation, is also that of the storms that
prevail in that country. The rains, the floods
and the winds are more sudden and more tem-
pestuous than in our land, thus is there need of
greater security.

When we come to the application of the figure,
we have no question relative to the foundation
rock. Upon this fact the word of Scripture is
very plain. Paul the apostle warned the Corin-
thians to take heed, each man, how he builded
upon the foundation which he had laid. Then
he continues with the statement, “For other
foundation can no man lay than that which is
laid, which is Jesus Christ. But if any man
buildeth on the foundation, gold, silver, costly
stones, wood, hay, stubble, each man’s work shall
be made manifest: for the day shall declare it,
because it is revealed in fire” (1 Cor. 3: 11, 12,
R. V.). On down through the ages this has been
an accepted fact in the Christian Church, and
Samuel Wesley gave expression to the truth in a
hymn, the opening verse of which reads:

“The Church’s one foundation
Is Jesus Christ her Lord:
She is His new creation
By water and the Word;
From heaven He came and sought her
To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her,
And for her life He died."
Christ is the rock of our salvation, and upon
Him alone can true character and Christian hope
be built.

With Christ as the precious corner stone laid
in- Zion, the tried and true stone of Christian ex-
perience, we are led to seek next the nature of
the superstructure that is to be erected upon this
foundation, and here again the Scripture plainly
tells us. Speaking of Christ as the “living stone,”
Peter gives his readers the added words of hope
and edification, “Ye also, as living stones, are
built up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices” (1 Pet. 2:5, R. V.).

In comparing the account of Matthew with
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that of Luke, we have a very graphic picture of
how one of the builders sought to secure his house
and establish it upon the rock. He digged and
went deep. No superficial faith in Christ will
ever be sufficient to stand the storms of time. No
intellectual assent of the mind to His deity and
saving grace will avail. The soul that would
withstand all of the turbulent waves and angry
billows of sin and iniquity must go deep in his
experience, he must enter into a living relation-
ship with Christ, until he becomes himself like
unto the foundation, a living stone. Yea, more-
over, he must be able to offer spiritual sacrifices
and be a holy priest. Only when he thus pene-
trates through all the evil within his heart until
all is holy, has he dug deep and founded his
spiritual experience indeed and in truth upon
Christ.

Turning again once more to the similitude, we
would seek for the significance of the rains, the
floods and the winds. We note that the rains
fall on the house from above, that the floods dig
around its foundation and the winds beat against
the sides. Thus the house is menaced all around
about. Accordingly it would seem that the spe-
cific thought is that every form of trial will be
precipitated upon the structure of our spiritual
experience, and often they will be violent in
form. To find a special import for each of the
elements of nature mentioned would seem to
press the figure too far, but the general thought
of severe testing is very evident. The more is this
indicated when we compare with the narrative in
Luke where we have mentioned only the stream
breaking forth against the house.

Finally in noting the work of these two build-
ers, we see the ultimate results. The one who
had dug deep and founded his house upon the
rock, stands. The other who sought to build his
superstructure of personal character on sands and
not upon hope in Christ, fails to meet the stress
of the storms of life and his house falls. He had
not failed in effort to build, but he had failed in
effort to seek the true foundation for all living.
How sad to see the work of a lifetime, work that
represents that which has greatest value in life,
our own individual worth, shattered before us!

“Save us, Lord from seeking
Earth’s unhallowed goals;

Let us live and labor,
Father, in thy sight,

Through the grace of Jesus,
By the Spirit’s might.”
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Before leaving the Sermon on the Mount, we
should not fail to note the effect of the teaching
of Jesus upon the multitudes and the reason for
this. The Scripture reads:

“And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished
these words, the multitudes were astonished at
his teaching: for he taught then as one having
authority, and not as their scribes” (R. V.).
As says Geike, “They had been accustomed to the
tame and slavish servility of the rabbis, with
their dread of varying a word from precedent and
authority: their cobwebbery of endless sophis-
tries and verbal trifling; their laborious disserta-
tions on the infinitely little; their unconscious
oversight of all that could affect the heart; their
industrious tracking through the jungles of tra-
dition and prescription; and felt that in the
preaching of Jesus, they for the first time, had
something that stirred their souls, and came home
to their consciences. One of the rabbis had
boasted that every verse of the Bible was capable
of six hundred thousand different explanations,
and there were seventy different modes of inter-
pretation current, but the vast mass of explana-
tions and interpretations were no better than pe-
dantic folly, concerning itself with mere insig-
nificant minutiae which had no bearing on re-
ligion or morals. Instead of this, Jesus had
spoken as a legislator, vested with greater au-
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thority than Moses. To transmit, unchanged, the
traditions received from the past, was the one
idea of all other teachers; but He, while reverent,
was not afraid to criticize, to reject, and to sup-
plement. To venture on originality, and inde-
pendence was something hitherto unknown.”
With this full account given by Geike we can
understand the amazement of the people as they
listened to the words of Jesus.

When we come to seek homiletical material, we
can use the similitude as a whole for a text and
preach a textual sermon following some of the
topics, as presented in the article. Then we might
take verse 24 alone and with the theme, “Build-
ing upon a rock,” develop by a series of ques-
tions, “What is the rock of Christian faith? How
should we build? What will be the results?”
Moreover we could form another theme for
verse 24, such as “Hearing versus Doing,” define
the nature of each, the activities involved in work-
ing out each line and the consequences entailed.
Verse 25 might suggest the thought of the test-
ings which beset life and could be developed as
one desired. Verse 27 brings home the sad pic-
ture of shattered hopes and strivings in life, the
reason is deduced from the context, and the great-
ness of the calamity comes forth again in the
text.

TO FISHERMEN

By C. E. Cornernt

The Great Physician

I
1.
1.
IY. He can keep cured all the time.

He can cure the worst malady.
He can remove the cause.
He can cure everybody.

Some Characteristics of Perfect Love

Text: Matt. 5: 43-48.
Love intensified.
Love for one another.

for a lost World.
for your enemies.

Love
Love
Love that suffers long.

Love that surmounts difficulties.

©)

Offices of the Holy Spirit
Born of the Spirit.
Baptized with the Spirit.
Sanctified by the Spirit.
Made perfect in love by the Spirit.
Filled with the Spirit.
Walking in the Spirit.
Endued by the Spirit.
Praying in the Spirit.

Names of the Spirit
of truth.
of power.
of love.
Spirit of intercession.
Spirit of light.
Holy Spirit.

Spirit
Spirit
Spirit
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The Witness of the Spirit

Rom. 8:16. Eph. 1:13.
2 Cor. 1:22. Eph. 4:30.
2 Cor. 5:5 1 Jno. 5:10.

Evolution and Regeneration

Evolution is found to have played so important
a part in nature that some thinkers have reached
the conclusion that it is a sufficient explanation
for everything in the material universe.

Certain Christian teachers have adopted the
same theory with regard to the spiritual life.
They tell us that Christian character and life
must be developed from within by the forces
which nature has planted in the human breast.
There is a germ of good in every human soul,
and according to this theory the spiritual life
is found in the development of this germ. If
this were true, regeneration in a scriptural sense
would be needless and conversion absurd. These
teachers would reduce religion to a cold system
of psychology and explain all religious experiences
by scientific processes. We are told that pro-
fessorship of religious experience has been estab-
lished in one of our American Universities, in
which young men are to be taught religious ex-
perience as they are taught chemistry and biology.
A professor in a Methodist college has published
a book in which he tries to explain the psychology
of the spiritual life.

The Shepherd and His Sheep

A gentleman and his wife, traveling
Holy Land, while resting by the roadside, be-
came interested in a shepherd as he sought to
lead his flock over a stream. In vain he called
to his sheep to follow him through the shallow
waters, and again and again he coaxed them on.
They would come so far, and no farther. At last,
as a final resort, he caught a little lamb and
bore it to the other side. Immediately the dam
followed, and then the entire flock crossed safely
to better pastures and cooler shade.

There was a lesson in that little incident for
the two travelers. It had been necessary in this
case, too, that the Good Shepherd should bear
their only child across the stream, in order to
draw them closer to Him. But their hearts had
rebelled against the will of God, and they had
sought to bury their sorrow in distraction. As
the meaning of the lesson came more fully upon
them, they accepted the great truth it taught; and
not only did they find healing for their own

in the

broken hearts and shattered hopes, but were used
of God in bringing hope and comfort into many
another burdened and darkened life.—Mr.
M oody, in Ladies’ Home Journal.
In the Twilight

The fire upon the hearth is low,

And there is stillness everywhere,

While like winged spirits, here and there,
The firelight shadows come and go.
And as the shadows round me creep,

A childish treble breaks the gloom,

And softly from a farther room
Comes, “Now | lay me down to sleep.”

And somehow, with that little prayer
And that sweet treble in my ears,
My thoughts go back to distant years,
And linger with a loved one there;
And as | hear my child’s amen
My mother’s face comes back to me—
And Mother holds my hands again.

Oh, for an hour in that dear place!
Oh, for the peace of that dear time!
Oh, for that childish trust, sublime!

Oh, for a glimpse of Mother’s face!

Yet, as the shadows round me creep,
| do not seem to be alone—

Sweet magic of that treble tone,
And “Now 1 lay me down to sleep.”

— Eugene Field.
Unusual Manifestations in Early

Religious Revivals

The account of the Scotch-Irish revival in
Kentucky is as interesting as the novels of Dumas.
We long ago investigated it, and lectured upon
it occasionally for some years, traveling through
every one of the Southern states, most of them
several times, conversing with the ancient men
and women then living who witnessed those scenes.
Cartwright survived till 1872, and Boehm till
1875.

Those that were affected with the jerks shook
in their joints; “sometimes the head was thrown
from side to side with great rapidity; again the
feet were affected, and the subject would hop
like a frog; often the body would be thrown
violently to the ground, where it wbuld con-
tinue to bound from one place to another. Cart-
wright declares that he had seen more than five
hundred persons jerking at once in his congre-

(10)
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gation. Lorenzo Dow testifies to having seen one
hundred and fifty. It did truly become an “in-
fectious disease,” and the people that were affected
by it were frequently among the most influen-
tial and highly educated. At times there was a
barking connected with the jerking. Two physi-
cians, both of them skeptics, went to a camp-
meeting to inspect it. When they arrived people
were running along and barking like dogs. One
of these physicians turned and said to the other,
“ls this the nineteenth century, and are these
people human beings?” His question was not
answered, and there was a strange look in his
companion’s eyes. He tried to hold himself, and
then said, “Doctor, | have got to bark, I cannot
help it,” and left him and ran along on a log
barking and yelling. This fact was communicated
to us by a well-known Southern writer who re-
ceived it from the physician who did not bark.
The author asserts that in 1800 no one was proof
against it, saint or sinner, white or black, “ex-
cept,” as Lorenzo Dow naively remarks, “those
naturalists who wished to get it to philosophize
about it, and the most gOd|y."—Prof. D avenport
of Hamilton College.

Sparks

During the sermon some see visions, and others
dream dreams.

The preacher should be as much an ear listen-
ing to God as a tongue speaking to men.

In being set apart to the work of the ministry,
one should be careful not to get set apart too far.

If one wishes to listen to voices from the skies,
one will find less static in a church than anywhere
else.

In building a church, as much liability insur-
ance should be taken out for the pastor as for any
other employee.

The lay members of a church are referred to as
the sheep. While the minister is not referred to
as the goat, he often serves in that capacity.

—John Andrew Holmes.

A Chinese Methodist Preacher Gives
His Testimony
The preacher of the Straits Chinese Methodist
Episcopal church, Singapore, the other day con-
cluded his sermon by saying, “Now | will give
my testimony. | might have seen Jesus in His
work when 1 was a schoolboy in Barjermassin,
for the Bible was a text book in the German
Mission School. We studied it, and memorized

many portions of it. But | did not see Jesus un-
til 1 came to Singapore, when | was about twenty
years of age. Then | saw Jesus in the daily con-
duct of a fellow-clerk, and a longing rose in my
heart to know Jesus too. My companion gave
me a Bible and though | had teased him about
going to church, | asked him to take me there,
too. | went, the way of salvation became clear
and now | see Jesus.”

No Fear of Death

“Oh! who will deliver us from this fear of
death ? What shall I do? Where shall | fly from
it?  Should | fight against it by thinking, or by
not thinking of it? A wise man advised me some
time since, ‘Be still and go on.” Perhaps that is
best, to look upon it as my cross; when it comes
let it humble me, and quicken all my good reso-
lutions, especially that of praying without ceas-
ing ; and at other times, to take no thought about
it, but to quietly go on in the work of the Lord.”
—Wesley’s Journal.

“Some people who were gathered together were
discussing the question of Death, when an old
lady present remarked, “lI am not looking for
the undertaker, but for the Uptaker.”—L. G.

James.

And Christ’s same challenge rings out today;
to us as to His first disciples He cries, “Sell your
cloak and buy a sword.”

First, the “Cloak” implies inaction: the “Sword”
means struggle.

Second, the “Cloak” speaks for self: the “Sword”
suggests service.

Third, the “Cloak” is for
“Sword” is for attack.

Fourth, the “Cloak” represents comfort: the
“Sword” typifies conquest.

Fifth, the “Cloak” may be merely for style,
show, dignity: the “Sword,” rightly regarded, is
“for business!” It represents effectiveness, execu-
tion, not pageantry. Not “broad phylacteries” but
battle for the Lord! Obvious lessons for both
preacher and people emerge!

protection: the

Youth’s Greatest Friends
Health—A sound mind in a sound body.
Courage—That dares to trust God and do right.
Reverence—Holding a place for the sacred.
Poise—Level-headedness.
Vision—That sees the unseen.
Love—The greatest thing in the world.

(11)
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Youth’s Greatest Enemies

Indulgence—At expense of one’s best self.
Egotism—That scorns wisdom’s experience.
Impatience—That cannot abide the time.
Laziness—Refusal to carry one’s own weight.
Jealousy—Grieving at another’s success.
Falsehood—T hat corrupts all life.

— Wiilliam F. Fleming.

“They talk about a woman’s sphere as though it
had a limit;
There’s not a place in earth or heaven,
There’s not a task to mankind given,
Theres not a blessing or a woe,
There’s not a whispered yes or no,
There’s not a life or death, or birth,
That has a feather’s weight of worth—
Without a woman in it.”

The Difference Between the Law and
the Gospel

The Law

Reveals sin (Rom. 3:20).

Pronounces curse (Gal. 3:10).

Works wrath (Rom. 4:15).

Brought death (2 Cor. 3:6, 7).

Brought into bondage (Heb. 2:15, Gal. 4:1-3).

Says, do and live (Gal. 3:12).

Says, thou shalt love God (Deut. 6:5).

Makes blessing result of obedience
28:1-2).

Is the strength of sin (1 Cor. 15:56).

Demands holiness (Deut. 6:24-25").

Extorted unwilling service of bondslave (Rom.
7:1, 2, Gal. 3:23, 24).

Says “If” (Deut. 28:9-15).

Promised rest end of week (Exod. 20:1).

Says, be ye perfect (Matt. 5:48).

(Deut.

The Gospel

Reveals a Savior (John 3:16).

Announces blessing (Rom. 4:6-8, Gal. 3:13).

Shows mercy (Eph. 2:4, Rom. 5:8, 9).

Gives life (Rom. 6:23).

Sets free (Gal. 5:1, Rom. 8:2-4).

Says, live and do (Rom. 8:1-4).

Says, God loves us (1 John 4:10-19).

Makes obedience result of blessing (1 John
3:1-3, Eph. 6:1-3).

Is the power of God (Rom. 1:16).

Produces holiness (Rom. 6:14-22).

Wins the willing service of a free man (Rom.
7:6, Gal. 3:25).

Says “Therefore” (Rom. 12:1, 2 Cor. 7:1).

Begins our week with rest (Heb. 4:9, Luke
24:1-6).

Says, we are perfect (Heb. 10:14).

—W. Rugh.
The Awful Fate of the Wicked as Told by
the Word of God

They shall die.

They shall be destroyed.

They shall perish.

They shall be burned up.

They shall be consumed.

They shall be devoured.

They shall go into perdition.

They shall be cut asunder.

They shall be cut down.

They shall be cut up.

They shall be cut in pieces.

They shall be rooted out.

They shall be chased out.

They shall be blotted out.

They shall pass away.

They shall be as though they had never been.

Fishers of Men
Text Mark 1:17.

I. Soul-Winning— Ilts Importance
Soul-winning is the most important work in
the world.

It pays the best dividends.
11. Following Jesus
Then and Now.
His Spirit for each disciple.
IIl. Fitness only Through Christ
“l1 will make you.”
Perseverance.
Find someone and persevere till
him.

you win

IV. Spiritual Equipment

“Filled with the Holy Ghost.”
Large results.

If
If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too:
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, dont deal in lies,
Or being hated don’t give way to hating,
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise!

(12)
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If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss:
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you

Except the Will which says to them, “Hold on.”

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with kings—nor lose the common
touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much:
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,
Yours is the earth and everything that’s in it,
And—!which is more—you’ll be a man, my son.
— Rudyard Kipling.

iiimiii

HOMILETICAL

PERFECT LOVE
By Roy L. Hollenback
(An outline based upon 1 John 4:7—5:3)
1 John 4:17, 18.

Introduction-. Perfect love qualifies us accord-
ing to the last clause of verse 17: “As he is so
are we in this world.” It is true Godlikeness of
character.

Let us consider,
I. How Love Is M ade Perfect
By reading together the last clause of verse
sixteen and the first clause of verse 17, we
may discover the instrument of perfect love.
'Notice how it reads: “God is love: and he
-"that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God and
/ mGod in him. Herein isjour love made per-
fect.” Love is perfected by the mutual in-
dwelling of ourselves in God and He in us.

II. HOW M ay We Know that this Relation-

ship of Mutual

Text:

Indwelling E xists?
“Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and
he in us, because he hath given us of his
Spirit” (verse 13).

IIl. What Accomplishes This

the

Mutual Rela-

tionship, Leading to Perfection of
our Love?

“Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he
in God” (verse 15).

Confession of Christ as the Son of God im-
plies utmost faith in Him as being our all.
It is not simply saying something, but trust-
ing in Him with a complete renunciation of
any other hope.

IV. To Whom Will Our Love Be
When It IS Made Perfect?
“This is the commandment have we from
him; That he who loveth God love his brother

Directed

also. and every one that loveth him
that begat, loveth him also that is begotten”
(4:21 and 5:1).
If love is made perfect we will love (1)
Him that begat—the Father; (2) Him that
is begotten—the Son; and (3) Him also that
is born of God—our brother.
V. What Will Be
L ove
1. Boldness in the day of judgment; based
upon the fact that “as he is so are we in
this world (4:17).
2. No fear, nor its
(4:18).
No grief at God’s commandments (5:3).

the Fruits of Perfect

consequent torment

SINS OF THE WORLD

By J. T. Maybury

Text: 1 John 2.
1. Origin—by one man.
2. Definition: Missing mark,
mity.
Prevalence—world—hateful and hating one an-
other.
Guilt (Romans 3).
Depth—Crucified Christ.
Disappointment—feedeth on ashes.
Punishment (Rev. 22).

lawlessness, en-

w

No oA

THE FAITH OF OUR FATHERS
By w. B. Waiker

Text: Jude 3.

I. The Faith of our Fathers Produced an
Ardent Love for Christ
1 This love for Christ caused the early

Christians to be liberal-hearted.

(13)
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2. This love for Christ was seen in their
devotion to Him.

3. Paul urged the Christians at Ephesus to
so love Christ that they could compre-
hend the love with all saints (see Eph.
3d chapter).

4. The love of the early Christians is seen
in their devotion to the house of God.

Il. This Faith Produced A Tremendous Power
in Prayer

1 In Acts we have a picture of the saints
praying for boldness to meet the rulers
(Acts 4th chapter).

2. The early Christians prayed Peter and
John out of prison (Acts 12th chapter).

3. Power with God in prayer characterized
the fathers of the holiness movement.

IIl. Another Characteristic of the Early

Saints was that of Sacrifice and Self-

Denial

1 We enjoy our national liberty by the
sacrifice and self-denial of our fore-
fathers.

2. Paul gives us an insight into his sacri-
ficing soul ( 2 Cor. 11th chapter).

3. The writer of the book of Hebrews de-
picts the suffering and dauntless spirits
of the early times ((Heb. 11th chapter).

IV. The Faith of Our Fathers was Definite
and Thorough

1 Their testimony was definite.

2. The preaching of that time was definite.

3. Their consecration was thorough.

4. The results of their ministry was thor-
ough and lasting.

V. This Faith Gave the Early Fathers Gra-
cious Victory in the Hour of Death
1. It is an interesting study to note how the
early Christians died.
2. They were not afraid of persecution.
3. Almost all died with a genuine belief in
a future life.

THIS GREAT SALVATION
By W. T. Purkhiser

Text: How shall we escape if we neglect so
great salvation (Hebrews 2:1-15).

Introduction: The first chapter of Hebrews
contains the essence of the gospel message; the
second chapter opens with the warning not to let
slip those truths heard.

Greatness of salvation measures greatness of
punishment for its neglect. “If every transgres-
sion and disobedience [sin of commission and sin
of omission] received a just recompense of re-
ward [punishment in proportion with gravity of
commandment broken or neglected]; how shall

(14)

we escape [from great punishment] il we neglect
so great salvation.”

Salvation is Great Because It Is Accom-

panied by Supernatural Works (verse 4).

1 Religion minus the supernatural fails to
meet human needs.

2. Wherever the gospel has gone, transforma-

tions have resulted.

. Salvation |s Great Because It Is Salva-

tion for a Great Creation (VGI'SGS 6-8).

1 Humanity the crown of creation.

2. Value of human soul more than all the
material creation.

3. Salvation is intended to restore this great
creation.

Salvation Is Great Because It Is Salvation

by a Great Savior (verse 9).

1 As a man, Jesus is the greatest that ever
lived.
(1) Greatest Leader, Teacher, Physician,

Preacher, Philosopher, King.

2. But He was God, greatest in divine love.

3. He tasted death for every man, the only
One who can save.

. Salvation |Is Great Because It Is Salvation

at Great Cost (vs. 9, 10).

1. It cost God His only Son.

2. It cost Jesus separation from His Father,
humble birth, homeless wanderings, hatred
of men, rejection by His own people, Geth-
semane’s agonies, a death on the cross.

. Salvation |Is Great Because It Is Salvation

from all Sin (v. 11).
1. Saves from the greatest of committed sins.
2. Also saves from inbred sin. “Sanctified.”

. Salvation Is Great Because It Is Salva-

tion from Man’s Last Great Enemy—

Death (verse 15).

1. Death has no fears for the Christian.

Personal Application

1. There is no hope if you neglect (see Job
34:22; Rom. 2:3; 1 Thess. 5:3; Heb.
12:25).

2. Neglect is the only sin necessary to be
lost.
Those who refused were destroyed; but
also he who neglected to make complete
preparation was destroyed.

CHRISTIAN HOLINESS
By W. B. Walker

Text: Heb. 12: 14.

W hat IS the Experience of Holiness?
1. Negatively.
a. It is not absolute holiness.
b. It is not angelic holiness.
c. It is not the holiness possessed by
Adam previous to his fall,
d. It is not holiness that will result in
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a perfect life in the estimation of men.
e It is not holiness that will exempt us
from the temptations of life.
2. Positively speaking, what is the experi-
ence of holiness?
a. It is to be cleansed from all sin, both
inherited and acquired (2 Cor. 7:1;
1 John 1: 7).
b. It means to be purified from all that
would hamper or cause a mixed
Christian experience (Titus 2: 11-13).
c. It is a complete cleansing from the
dominion of carnality (John IS: 1, 2).
d. It is to love God with all the heart,
mind and strength (Matt. 22: 37).
e. It produces a oneness in the heart of
the believers that was never possessed
before (Heb. 2: 11).
f. Holiness means spiritual power (Acts
1:8).
g. It is to be filled with the Spirit (Eph.
5: 17).
Il. Reasons foe Seeking and Obtaining the
E xperience of Holiness
1. It was God’ first choice for His crea-
tures (Eph. 1:4).
2. God would have His people to be holy
because He is holy (1 Peter 1: 15, 16).
3. We should seek and obtain this experi-
ence because the Lord has provided it for
us at a tremendous sacrifice.

CHRISTIAN PERFECTION
By C. E. Cornell
Text: Mat. 5:48.
Matt. 22:37-39; Heb. 6:1.
I. Four Propositions
1. What is Christian perfection?
2. Objections to Christian perfection.
3. Exhortation to opposers.
4. Christian perfection practically applied to
everyday life.
Il. What is Christian Perfection?
1 It is not angelic perfection.
. It is not Adamic perfection.
. It is not physical perfection.
It is not infallibility.
. It is the fruit of the Spirit unrestricted
in the heart.
6. The absence of all sin.
7. The heart all love.
Ill. Objections to Christian Perfection
1. “No one is perfect.” Why?
2. Infirmities and mistakes considered as sin.
IV. Exhortations to Opposers
1 Why do you oppose? “Not in the Bible.”
(Matt. 5:48).
2. Inconsistent professors.

Associate Texts:

o B W N

3. “Show me a perfect Christian?”
V. Christian Perfection Practically Applied
L It helps in the smallest affairs of life.
2. It assists one to be a true representative
of Jesus.

3. It convinces the world.

HEAVEN A BETTER COUNTRY
By w. B. Walker

Heb. 11:16.

TWO Certainties

Better Country

1 Heaven is a state.

2. Heaven is a place.

this

Text:

l. There are About this

Il. Some Things in World That will
not be in Heaven
1 No sin will be there.

2. There will be no sorrow there.

3. Separation will never be known in that
country.
IIl. Some of the Attractions of Heaven

1. The angelic host.

2. The Old Testament saints.

3. The saints of the New Testament.

4. The great army of martyrs.

5. Our own loved ones.

6. The last and greatest attraction will be
Jesus.

A WISE DECISION
By J. W. Bost
“We will go with you; for we have
heard that God is with you" (Zech. 8:23).
Introductory: The necessity of God being with us.
I. A Good Resolution
To abandon former companions.
2. To unite with God’ people.
3. To be identified with their principles.
Sufficient R eason
1. The presence of God.
2. The protection of God.
Communion with God.

Text:

THE BIBLE THE INSPIRED WORD
OF GOD
By Cc. E. Cornell

Text: For the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man; but holy men ctf God spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Pet.
1:21;.

Other proof texts: 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; Psa. 119:11.
Three Considerations
1 The importance of knowing the Scriptures.

Commit them to memory; right interpretation.
2. The importance of expounding the Scriptures.

Take time to illuminate a text. Scriptural ex-

position a lost art. Now needed.
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3. No decided moral standard without the Bible.
A pregnant reason for the moral delinquency
of the youth of the land. No Bible, no morals.

Hope in the Old Book
“The common people heard him gladly.”
Something unusually attractive about the Bible.
It is always fresh.

It has new truths and new beauties.
The diamonds of truth are deep down—dig.

Ittustration: At a great Bible conference

held in Royal Albert Hall, London, England,
10,000 jammed the building, and numbers could
not get in.

The Bible Still has an Attraction

MORAL WEIGHTS
By J. W. Bost
Text: “Thou art weighed in the balances and
art found wanting” (Dan. 5:27).
Introductory: Belshazzars feast and his kingdom.
I. The Balances in Which Men Weigh Them -
selves
1 In their own opinions.
2. In comparison with others.
3. In the estimation of their fellows.
Il. The Balance ix
The Bible.
The conscience.
A perfect moral standard.
An impartial standard.

W hich God Weighs Men

H WD

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL
Compiled by J. Glenn
A priceless Heritage
Mr. Charles Putnam, of the Moody Bible In-
stitute of Chicago, formerly a ranchman and a
business man in Kansas, and | were chatting in
my office one day, when Mr. Putnam said, “A
gentleman once asked me if my father helped
me in my business start. | replied, ‘No.”” Mr.
Putnam was thinking purely of money and his
father did not have money to give him, so he
made his own start as far as that was concerned.
He continued, “l was thinking after that of what
father really did for me, and | was compelled to
modify my thought in respect to that matter.
“When | was a young fellow, | thought 1
would like to go into the lumber trade. 1 had
saved up fifteen hundred dollars from some farm-
ing enterprise | had been in. | put one thousand
dollars into the lumber business and five hun-
dred into a little home. My partners and backers
were millionaire lumbermen of Hannibal, Mis-

Gould

souri. They took the financial responsibility. |
took the responsibility of management and we
divided the profits. Years afterward | got to
thinking how strange it was that these wealthy
men should have trusted me as they did without
security, putting their capital really in my power,
so far as branch business was concerned. | said
to one of them one day, ‘How did it happen
that you trusted me as you did, a young man
without experience, with very little capital? It
has seemed strange to me that you gave me such
large confidence as you did.” He replied briefly,
but with a smile which | shall never forget, ‘I
knew your father.” So the fact really was that
| owed my father for my opportunity. If he
had not been the sort of man he was, | would
not have been trusted as | w'as. So that instead
of it being true that my father did not help me in
business, it was a fact that my w'hole career,
as far as it was determined by that engagement,
was to be credited to his integrity and kindly re-
lations with his fellow-men.”—Expositor.

Importance of Vision

Before undertaking new works, Leonardo da
Vinci sat for days without moving his hand, lost
in deep reflection. It was so when Filippo Lippi
transferred to him an order for an altar picture in
the monastery of a church. The complaint of the
prior was of no avail. Without the vision of an
ideal, he would not lift the brush to the canvas.

It was especially so in his great masterpiece,
“The Last Supper.” For days he awaited the
moment when the face of Christ would be re-
vealed to him in a manner worthy to represent
his matchless perfection. The vision came, and
all after ages have been ennobled by its repro-
duction.

Native endowment and scholarly equipment are
not adequate to the work of acquainting men with
the life of Christ. As da Vinci would not touch
the canvas until the vision of Christ had flooded
his soul, so his fellow-man must first enrich his
own life by the fullest possible discovery and
appropriation of the Master’s ideal,—Sunday
School Times.

God’s Care

The River Rhine brings down annually lime
enough to supply millions upon millions of oysters
with shells. I’'rom the far-off Alps help comes to
aid the humble oyster in the North Sea. The
sun itself works for the oyster, for it lifts the
vapors to the heights where they become snow.
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And the snow in turn becomes a glacier that
grinds arid pulverizes the granite into lime for
oyster shells. Then the hundreds of leaping water-
falls and roaring mountain brooks fling them-
selves down the heights carrying that precious
lime. Soon the stately Rhine, famous in story
and song, flows past great cities and ancient cas-
tles, bearing the material so essential to the
oysters in making their shells. And surely, if God
so marvelously cares for the lowly things of His
creation, oh! how much more will He care for us
who are His children—Sunday School Times.

Which America?

Recently a Japanese was asked how he felt
toward America. “Which America?” he asked.
He was not thinking of either the Northern or
Southern continent. “What do you mean by
‘which America’?” “l mean that there are two
Americas. One is Heaven America and one is
Hell America. When we are in trouble Heaven
America sends us help, sends teachers for our
boys and girls, relief after our earthquake. But
Hell America insults our people, causes us to
fear and be ready for war.” In which America
do we live? How can a nation have such a
divided influence abroad. It is promising to note
the changing attitude throughout the land toward
Japan and the growing feeling that the immigra-
tion act, in particular, is in need of revision.
The press in many quarters is ready to reopen
the discussion on this point and with increasing
friendliness to the justice in Japan’ position.—
The Friend, Honolulu, H. 1.

Assurance

Says Dwight L. Moody, “A man comes to me
and asks if I am married. 1 tell him | hope so;
at times | feel that I am. Sometimes | think |
am. Don’t you see what a reflection that is on
my marriage vows. Someone asks me if I am an
American, and | tell him | hope so. Dont 1
know that | was born on American soil of Amer-
ican parents? Spurgeon said that he did not
want any man to tell him how honey tastes; he
knew.”

Things that Warp Conscience

There are three ruling factors which bring
about deviation or variation in a ship’s compass,
and they correspond in a remarkable manner to
the three ruling factors which control the devel-
opment of the moral faculty in man, viz., heredity,
education, environment. Ships that are built in

part or wholly of iron are strongly magnetic.
This is due partly to the direction in which the
ship lies while being built, and partly to the
amount of hammering and twisting to which the
iron has been subjected in the course of the
ship’s construction. The effect on a compass
when placed in such a ship is to cause the mag-
netic needle to deviate by so much from the mag-
netic meridian. That deviation has to be carefully
registered, or it may lead to the most disastrous
results. Every ship, therefore, has its own per-
sonal magnetic equation, which has always to be
allowed for its navigation. This native devia-
tion of the compass very finely corresponds with
the influence on the conscience of heredity. The
ship is born, so to speak, w'ith a magnetic twist,
and men are born with a moral twist. Deviation
is woven into the very tissues of the human heart
and brain. Of course, one might secure condi-
tions in which a ship would have no personal de-
viation, and you may sometimes discover a hu-
man being without moral bias. But we are deal-
ing with the rule, not with its exceptions. Moral
qualities within certain limits are all subject to
the great law of inheritance, with the result
that, as General Booth declares, “There are human
beings who are not so much born into this world
as damned into it.” That is a strong thing to
say, but he means that there are children whose
criminal antecedents run back, it may be, through
so many generations that the product may be
called a condition of moral imbecility. They seem
to be thrown out with a millstone of inherited
tendency bound about their neck, and controlled
by an unconquerable gravitation toward wrong.

Another factor which affects the compass of
a ship is the cargo taken on board. Everyone
knows that a parcel of steel rails on board a ship
will deflect the magnetic needle so that the cap-
tain, thinking he was sailing in a certain direc-
tion, has not noted this variation until he has
found himself hundreds of miles from the point
where he expected to be. This class of variation
corresponds finely with the influence on the con-
science of education. Are there not men who read
these words who have taken on board disturbing
cargo in the shape of wrong ideas about God,
about man, about duty, about life (its relations
and obligations), about death, and about the
hereafter? The books read, the wrong concep-
tions adopted in regard to these moral questions,
have not these affected the reading of conscience,
and are they not farther away from the truth
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today through this unconscious deflection of their
moral compass?

Again, something eke affects the ship’s compass,
and that is the waters in which the vessel may

sail. If you have studied a magnetic chart you
will have noticed the magnetic currents which
are marked. These currents differ in different

oceans and latitudes, but they are all registered
for the mariner. He knows when his ship is near-
ing an iron-bound coast, and he has to allow for
the variations of the compass in consequence of
the seas in which he sails. This corresponds to
the influence on conscience of the environments
we choose. We have frequently entered certain
circles, pursued certain engagements, indulged in
certain pastimes, and formed certain associations,
that have deflected the moral sense. They are
men far from God and rectitude, far from purity
and truth, who have got there unconsciously by
a process of moral drifting, through not having
taken note of this inward variation.

“Well,” it may be asked, “what is a man to do
if he cannot trust his own conscience?” The re-
ply is, that “He must check his conscience, even
as the captain of a ship checks his compass.”

And here a most important truth emerges, and
a still more beautiful analogy. No master-mar-
iner trusts exclusively to his compass, but neither
can he check its readings by a reference to those
of other ships that he may meet, any more than

THE PREACHER’'S MAGAZINE

we can hope to rectify our erring moral register
by a comparison with those of our fellow-men.
The captain tests his compass not by a terres-
trial but by a celestial standard. He takes the
sun. And it is worthy of note that he takes it,
not at dawn, when its level beams are lying across
the face of the waters, but at noon, when it has
reached its meridian height and splendor. He
rectifies his readings then. And so with con-
science. We must bring it to the Sun of Divine
Revelation; and to that Sun, not away in the
gray dawn of history, when even Abraham re-
sorted to subterfuge, and Jacob was guilty of
double-dealing. It may be that many, measuring
their lives by those of the patriarchs, could give
them points in ethical behavior. But it is not by
the imperfect light of those primitive days that
we are to judge our conduct. For revelation has
been progressive, and the OIld Testament ethics
is after all but an initial code.

We come at length to the Sun of Revelation in
its meridian splendor, when it gathers up its con-
centrated radiance in the life and character of
our incarnate Lord. How our deviation stands
exposed when compared with His life! All
human imperfections shrink abashed and con-
founded in the white radiance that out-streams
from that character, which all the world acknowl-
edges to be unique in personal purity and power.

—Dr. Henry Howard.

PRACTICAL

JESUS THE MODEL TEACHER
By John F. Cowan, D.D.

WONDERFULLY intriguing subject is,
“How Jesus Taught.” We should not
expect that His teaching technique would
be complex or above the reach of the average.
He meant that every teacher and preacher should
pattern after His how. Yet how far away much
of our teaching is. When | strike the first chord

you'll say how much out of tune we are.

1 He was simple. Our high-geared civilization

calls for the nerve laxative of His simplicity. Our
complex life drives us toward insanity. Our

world is insanely greedy for easy money, for
amusement, notoriety, power.
How soothing Jesus’ simple vocabulary, the

shortest words, the commonest figures of speech.
When we explain, our explanations need a lot of
explaining.

When Nicodemus asked about the kingdom.
Jesus used the common biological fact of birth

to illustrate. Why, the women gossiping ovei
the backyard fence had just been saying, “A
baby was born in that house yesterday.” Even

little children prattle about the doctor bringing
a new baby. “Like that,” Jesus said, “Nicodemus,
you must be born again.”
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And Nicodeinus might have responded, “Oh
yes; | get that easily, but how?”
Now Jesus wused another simple, universal

phenomenon—*“The wind bloweth where it listeth
—ijust like that, born of the Spirit, Nicodemus.”
See; no jaw-breaking words; no Emersonian,
“Life is the relation of inner experienec to outer
environment.” But this simple simile of the wind,
that needed no commentary. Some modern the-
ologians would have strung out jaw-breaking
words and given Nicodemus a headache. Jesus
gave him heartsease. His parables: “The Good
Samaritan,” “The Unjust Steward,” “The Lost
Sheep,” together with His Golden Rule and
Beatitudes, are as simple and plain as a, b, c.

And when He would show, farther, how one
born of the Spirit should register in everyday life,
He chose the simplest medium; He picked up a
child, saying, “You must become as this little
child.”

2. And because He was so simple, He was
clear. The “common people heard him gladly”
because He was as clear as a spring brook.
There could be no misunderstanding of such
wbrds as, “hunger,” “feed,” “pure,” “peace-

maker.” Misunderstandings come from muddy
language. 1| once heard T. DeWitt Talmage say,
“When | began preaching | thought | must be
profound, use high-sounding words. | was as

clear as mud; my hearers, didn’t understand me,
and | didn’t understand myself.”

3. He was direct. Certain words go straight
as an arrow to the mark: “yes,” “do,” “no,”
“right, “wrong.” One-syllable  Anglo-Saxon
words are best in teaching. We borrow more ele-
gant words from the French. They dont say
“Go,” but “Proceed.” Order your dog, “Pro-
ceed to another location,” when you wish him to
“Get out.” Flowery graceful words we get from
the Greek. Try singing, “How sweet the name of
Logos sounds,” etc. Suppose that instead of
Jesus’ “Hold your peace,” to evil spirits, we sub-
stitute, “Subdue your loquacity”? Jesus’ teach-
ing was a straight line, the shortest distance be-
tween two points—direct.

4. Jesus taught positively, authoritatively.
He invited the fishermen, “Follow me and | will
make you fishers of men.” He directed, “After
this manner pray ye.” He promised, “Your

heavenly Father shall add all these things.” He

said to the woman, “Thy sins are forgiven.”
Because He spoke simply, clearly, directly, and

because He is God, authoritatively, the prayer

He gave His disciples has had universal accept-
ance. At the World’s Parliament of Religions
the representatives of all religions were in a quan-
dary as to how best to open their sessions in a
way pleasing to all. Finally someone proposed
using the Lord’s Prayer. The first experiment
met with such general favor that it was followed
daily by Christians, Jews, Mohammedans, Bud-
dhists, Brahmans, Confucianists, Shintoists and
others.

In all our preaching, our Bible class teaching,
our prayers, our testimonies, we need to keep in
mind these four key words of Jesus’ method of
teaching: Simplicity, Clearness, Directness, Author-
ity.

In these days so much teaching is but clever
paraphrases of the vital truth; just echoes of
echoes of the original Word of God; parrot pat-
ter on the latest book or play, or current events,
or rehashed theories of materialistic psycholo-
gists. Trying to live in such a devitalized atmos-
phere is like shutting the baby in a closet or
chest. Farmers might as well hope to grow
crops by moonlight alone. There is “moonshine”
preaching and teaching that lacks the warmth
and vitality of the sun’s rays.

Voicing a growing feeling that we need to get
back to the “Simple Jesus Way,” a prominent lay-
man, head of the leading mercantile house of his
city, so large a public benefactor that his bust
in bronze was unveiled in a public park to com-
memorate fifty years of generous public service
and commanding character, in teaching a large
Sunday school class, insisted on following exclu-
sively for a year the “Life and Teachings of
Jesus.”

Never has our world more needed those virile,
heaven-sent messages, taught in His way, with-
out dilution or embellishment. The highest
teaching art one can aspire to is teaching Jesus’
truth in Jesus’ way.

APPROVING OURSELVES AS
MINISTERS
By T. M. Anderson

In all things approving ourselves as the min-
isters of God,.. by the word of truth
(2 Corinthians :4, 7).

By the word of truth are we admonished to
approve ourselves as the ministers of God. It
should never be a question in the mind of a
preacher as to what he is to preach. God has
called him to be a forth-teller of the truth. He
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is never to divide his time by giving himself to
other things. If people want current events they
have access to the magazines and daily papers
for these things. If they want entertainment
there are clowns and lecturers that are in the
business of entertaining the public. The busi-
ness of a preacher is to preach the truth as it is
in Jesus.

The preacher has access to the truth in the
Scriptures  If he reads other books let him do
so only that he may get some light or suggestion
on the Word of God; but not to rely upon other
men’s words; let him dig for himself for the
hidden treasures in the field of Scripture. It is
reported that a young preacher asked a popular
evangelist if he must be limited to the Bible for
his preaching material. The evangelist asked him
what he thought of a minnow in the ocean
saying, “Must | stay in this place to find waters
to swim in?” The Bible is an ocean of truth
in which a minister will find plenty of material;
he will not have to seek other places to enlarge
his source of supply.

There is not a phase of human life and rela-
tionship but what is touched by the Word of
truth. God has declared Himself plainly on
every subject. The right and the wrong of
every phase of life is clearly defined so that
the minister has authority from the Word of
truth to condemn or commend, to speak for or
against every matter vital to mankind.

That phase of the ministry so fully emphasized
in the Word of God is that which frankly and
fully deals with the redemption of men from
sin through Christ. We are to approve our-
selves as ministers of God by preaching the
Word of truth against sin. Sin is treacherous,
deceiving, dominating and powerful in human
lives. It has made the tongue an unruly evil,
full of deadly poison. It has made the heart the
source of the foulest brood ever spawned by the
devil. It has blinded the mind, seared the con-
science, snared the will and defiled the affections.
He who preaches the Word of truth against sin
must in the fear of God expose sin in the heart
and lives of men in the Spirit of Jesus. He
must use the Sword of truth to cut to the di-
viding asunder of the thoughts and intents of
the heart. It must penetrate to the very joints
and marrow, soul and spirit of man. Sin must
be made to appear hideous, horrible and hateful.
It must be shown as an enemy of God, a de-
stroyer of men and the work of the devil. The

minister should read and ponder those scriptures

which deal with sin. He will find sin exposed
in all its phases. Let him study those scriptures
which reveal God’s attitude toward it. If he

will do this he will never be a compromiser on
sin.

But this should not be the whole of the min-
istry of the Word of truth. There must be held
up the cure for sin. Such a wealth of re-
vealed truth as we have showing the remedy for
sin. It reveals man's way to rid himself of this
terrible malady of the heart. Confession and
repentance can furnish enough material to keep
a preacher busy for a long season.

Hold up the greatness of grace by which men
are saved, and that will be preaching the Word
of truth. Emphasize the fact of a present de-
liverance from the all of sin now. Tell over and
over the story of the cross, the gift of God’s
love to men. Paul said that in the Gospel was
revealed the righteousness of God, and the wrath
of God against all unrighteousness. He who
preaches the gospel must preach these two facts.
This is the Word of truth by which we approve
ourselves as ministers of God. We are then min-
istering Christ to the multitudes as the disciples
gave the broken bread and fish to the crowd.
Jesus has been broken on the tree for us. Let us
faithfully minister this broken Tesus to all men
that they may each have a saving portion to
satisfy their hungry souls.

EXPERIENCES AND OBSERVATIONS
By W. G. Schurman

WILL never forget the experiences | had in

y early ministry before | became pastor of

a church. | worked ten hours a day, six days

a week, in a factory at Nashua, N. H. It might
be of interest to some to know how | happened
to go to New Hampshire. Originally | worked in
Stoneham, Mass. During the panic of 92 the
firm of Tucker and Moulton went into insol-
vency. The building was owned by the W. D.
Brackett Shoe Company, and | think Mr. Brack-
ett had a considerable amount of money invested
in the enterprise; at least | do know he had
more or less to say about the business. The
firm had considerable trouble with the Lasters
Union and rumor had it that it cost the shoe con-
cern $20,000 to fight the union, but the union won
out. | think, if | remember correctly, Mr.
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Brackett was quoted to have made the statement
jhat he would go where he would not be troubled
with the union, and moved his factory to Nashua,
N. H. | could have found plenty of work around
Stoneham or Wakefield in the shoe factories at
a good, living wage, if I would consent to join
the union, but | had religious scruples against it
in those days, and chose to go to work for less.
Hence my consent to go to Nashua.

There being no union in Nashua, the men were
compelled to work ten hours a day, six days a
Week. | think if some of our brethren who have
a good deal to say against the labor unions could
have seen what the help were compelled to do or
lose their position, they would have a little dif-
ferent view on the union question; at least, |
think it would cure them of their radicalism.
No man was more radical than | when | was
first converted. | preached against labor unions,
life insurance, secret orders and a number of
other things, too foolish to mention. | went
through a long process before | was made to see
| was preaching things frequently when | should
have been preaching Christ.

I remember one night in Waltham, Mass.,
preaching in a tent where half of the congrega-
tion got up and went out because of some of the
remarks | made. | was neither religious nor sen-
sible. At our mission in another town | declared
that | had rather preach to a few folks and
have those folks clean than to preach to a mixed
multitude. Suffice to say, | soon had the few
folks and everything was clean, even the benches
—they were not occupied enough to soil them.
In my prayer life the Lord tried to talk to me
about these things but | was so afraid of the
spirit of compromise that | thought it might be
the devil trying to get me to tone down. It
would be a long story to tell you how | got
straightened out on the life insurance business.
| did not need sanctification to clean me up on a
lot of things. | stripped off my gold when | got
converted. | left all the secret orders shortly after
| found the Lord, because | felt out of place and
my spirit resented the statements made by the
public speakers comparing the church unfavorably
with the lodge. | just got up and walked away
and left the whole thing. Therefore the reader
will not be surprised to know that rather than
join a labor union, I went to New Hampshire to
iwork for half the wages | could have secured in
Massachusetts, and worked ten hours a day for
six days in New Hampshire against eight to nine

hours, with Saturday afternoons off in Massa-
chusetts.

After | was through the day’s work, I would
hurry home, get washed and shaved, and go out
somewhere by train, a few miles from where |
worked, and probably preach Saturday night,
Sunday morning, Sunday afternoon and Sunday
night, catch an early train around three or four
o'clock a. m. and get back to work about seven
o’clock in the morning. If | was not at the fac-
tory by seven o’clock the doors were locked and
| was shut out for half a day, but nothing could
have stopped me in those days; my soul was
aflame for God. | had no time for golf, tennis,
baseball, and a lot of physical exercise that the
ministry claim they need today—I was too busy
hunting souls for Jesus Christ. | usually took
an extra suit with me to put on while the one |
previously used in preaching was drying, and this
leads me to remark that | seldom ever preached
but what some old fellow would come to me and
say, “Brother | am a preacher—!| started out
just like you did but | broke down under the
strain, and | am coming to you as a brother to
tell you that you cannot stand the pace you are
going.” No doubt these old fellows meant well,
but I never toned down one fraction but kept
pouring in the truth to the best of my ability
and warning men to flee from the wrath to come.

Among many of those who came to me, |
found a certain crowd that seemed to hang around
every service where | preached, and when | was
preaching on eternal punishment and hell, the
final disposition of the impenitent soul, and kin-
dled themes, would thrust a paper in my hands
and say, “Brother, we admire your zeal and ear-
nestness, but we want you to read this article.”
I found, invariably, that the article was on the
subject of “Annihilation.” Their best argument
seemed to be that God said, “The soul that
sinneth it shall die,” that life was life and death
was death, and that the gift of God was eternal
life; “he that hath the son hath life’—and that
when | preached eternal punishment, | was not
preaching the Bible. Like the young bird in the
nest, for you must remember | was just a new
convert, | devoured everything that was pre-
sented to me under the guise of religion, and |
imbibed considerable of this doctrine, until |
wondered whether | really was preaching Bible
truth or not.

| became so concerned over the matter that
| took it to the Lord in prayer. All | was spirit-
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owed to holiness, for the man under
whom | was converted, Joseph Webber, was a
sanctified Roman Catholic, who preached two
works of grace as straight as any man could
preach them. | was sanctified and given my call
to preach among the holiness people, and | re-
member saying, “0 Lord, | love the holiness peo-
ple, I want to live and die with them, but if
this is truth that these men are giving me, |
want to know it. | will go with Thee if | have
to leave my old crowd, but I must know it.” |
believed | was right but every time | would
preach on hell, question marks would arise in
my mind and | felt it must be settled. The mem-
bers of the Mission church in Manchester, where
| did considerable preaching, were practically all
Annihilationists, made so by the teaching of their
pastor. God blessed my ministry, saved and sanc-
tified souls under my preaching, the church was
full and people looking in the windows, and per-
haps for that reason they put up with me, but
they kept handing me literature with the thought,
as they said, of straightening me out in my the-
ology. They made excuses for me because | was
from the factory and did not know any better,
but felt that if I could be properly indoctrinated |
would be a much more valuable man.

ually 1

| talked all of this over with the Lord, and
1 remember saying, “Now, Lord, | do not want
to read just what some man says, | want to take
this Bible that | have in my hand and | want
you to help me settle this afternoon what |
ought to preach concerning this matter.” | got
the Concordance and looked up all the references
to life and death that I could find in the Scrip-
tures, and after that afternoon of prayer and
studying the Word, | am as satisfied that there
is a hell to shun as | am that there is a heaven

to gain. Three verses were particularly impressed
upon my mind. The first was Genesis 2:17, which
reads thus: “But of the tree of the knowledge

of good and evil thou shalt not eat of it for in
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die.” Now, | knew that Adam did not die the
day that he ate the fruit. Therefore the word
“die” there did not mean what these folks had
led me to believe it did, for they said that
everywhere in the Bible death was death, and
life was life, but here is a man that ate the fruit
and did not pass away for several hundred years
afterward. | then saw that the Bible taught a
spiritual life as well as a physical life. Adam did
die spiritually the moment he disobeyed God,

the same as every other disobedient man does.
Disobedience separates the soul from God, antj
that seemed to be opposite to the teaching that
everywhere in the Bible w'here death was men-
tioned it referred to physical death.

| remember that James said, “The body with-
out the spirit is dead.” Here was physical death.
Physical death was the separation of the spirit
and the body. Spiritual death was the separa-
tion of the spirit and God.

| then read Genesis 35:18, and that looks as
though it w'as written purposely to refute anni-
hilation’s dogma, that death is death and life
is life, for it reads, “And it came to pass, as
her soul was in departing (for she died),” show-
ing that the separation of soul and body was
death—death to the body. It has reference to
the birth of Benjamin and his mother who passed
away bringing him into the world. Let me quote
the words again, “And it came to pass, as her
soul was in departing (for she died).”

Revelation 21:8, “But the fearful, and unbeliev-
ing, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolators, and
all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone; which is the
second death,” and Revelation 20:10, “And thd
devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of
fire and brimstone, where the beast and false
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night
forever and ever,” and then Revelation 19:20,
“And the beast was taken, and with him the false
prophet that wrought miracles before him, with
which he deceived them that had received the
mark of the beast, and them that worshiped his
image. These both were cast alive into a lake
of fire burning with brimstone.” Whatever two
characters the beast and false prophet may repre-
sent may not be agreed upon by our Bible schol-
ars, but there is no disagreement on the fact that
they were cast into the lake of fire burning with
brimstone, and that the devil was cast into the
same place where the beast and the false prophet
are, and that we see the fearful and the unbe-

lieving and the rest of the itemized list in Reve-
lation 21:8 have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone, and the Scrip-

ture declares that this is the second death.

Now | am sure that it does not take an extra
bright man to see that there is a vast difference
between the death of Adam, and the death of
Rachel, and the death of these people. One is a
spiritual death, the other is physical death, and
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the other is eternal death. 1 do not know that
(this will satisfy the readers of this article, but
as for me, there has never been the least doubt
that there is a hell to shun as well as a heaven
to gain. | will never forget the following Sun-
day when | went to Manchester to preach. We
had a good congregation, and | preached from the
text, “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and
all the nations that forget God” (Psa. 9:17). In
the front row of seats that night were a dozen
people who had tried to show me that when |
preached on the subject of eternal torment | was
not preaching the Bible. | was led to make this
statement, “You folks have been telling me that
life is life and death is death.” Tonight | want
to challenge any of you people to produce one
man or woman who has ever been converted
under the preaching of a sermon on Annihilation.
It cannot be done, while in my own short min-
istry, |1 have had scorces of folks seek and find
God under the preaching of hell fire. Herein is a
marvelous thing—you dear people claim that |
am preaching error, and yet, sirs, | want to show
you tonight that while God refuses to bless what
you call truth, he never refuses to bless what you
folks term error, and God is going to sweep the
decks tonight and give us at least a dozen seek-
ers at this altar before we are through.” That
was a mighty bold statement to make, for if
there were no seekers, | would be in a bad fix,
but as we drove down the line, gave the altar
call, fifteen folks came and knelt at the altar of
prayer. After the altar service was over, we went
to these good people and said, “Now, brethren,
did we preach the truth; can you not see that
it is indeed a strange thing that while God re-
fuses to bless what you call truth in the saving
of souls, he has demonstrated here tonight that
He does bless what you dear people are pleased
to call error to the salvation of fifteen souls?”
They answered by saying, “Well, Brother Schur-
man, we appreciate your earnestness and are
praying for you.”

Someone who had suffered considerable defeat
in his religious life recently made the remark in
my hearing that he doubted the value of resolu-
tions made at New Year. | know it has gotten
to be quite a joke in the press about the New
Year resolutions, but even though men fail, that
fact carries no argument against making such
promises. We are told that John Wesley used

the New Year eve to great advantage in getting
folks to make a decision for Christ. Knowing
that, | have had a watch night service ever since
| have been pastor of a Church of the Nazarene,
and | have seen many men make the momentous
decision that changed the whole course of their
lives. | am practically as sure as | am that |
am writing this article, that | have prayed the
old year out and the new year in for twenty-
five consecutive years, and God only knows the
blessings that have been ours as we solemnly
promised before God to follow through and see
the end of the Christian race. | do not think |
am making it too strong when | say that the
temptations that have come to me to be not quite
so pronounced on holiness as a second work of
grace but to preach what is called a good gospel
and thus cater to bigger crowds, have never found
lodgment in my heart when | have thought of the
vows that | have made from year to year to
God to stick to the teaching of the doctrine that
satisfied my heart on the 17th of February, 1900,
at 10:00 o’clock in the morning when God bap-
tized me with the Holy Ghost and fire, and this
leads me to say that | believe just as firmly today
in the experience of entire sanctification as | ever
did.

| have heard some of our dear good people say
that we preach eradication but practice suppres-
sion, but | want to feel that it was said more as
a pleasantry than as a fact. It is sometimes in-
teresting to hear people tell of their first im-
pressions when coming among the holiness people,
and then they go on to tell how they have been
disillusioned, but | want to say candidly tonight
that | believe in the holiness movement as sin-
cerely as | ever did. | want to live with the holi-
ness people forever, and by the grace of God, |
am going to do it. | have been conversant with
the life of the New England District and the
Chicago Central District; | have been a trustee
of Olivet College, | think, for about a dozen
years or more; | have been on the Advisory
Board a goodly number of years on the Chicago
Central District, and | want to go on record now
as believing that men have the experience of en-
tire sanctification, and that they put it into prac-
tice. Let me illustrate this by giving you a
picture of one of our trustees’ meetings held re-
cently at Indianapolis. There were twenty-five
or more men present—the always evenly poised
Dr. Edwin Burke was in the chair; the boisterous,
but wise-headed E. O. Chalfant sat by his side
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as secretary. Among those gathered around in
the form of a semi-circle was the statesman-like
C. A. Gibson, the mystical but paradoxical judi-
cially minded T. W. Willingham, with the persist-
ent but pious J. W. Short, the retiring and un-
assuming C. A. Quinn, the gesturing oratorical
J. W. Montgomery, the quiet-appearing but when
necessary loud-voiced C. V. Starr, the can’t be
bluffed, old at the game political C. L. Bradley,
the parliamentary W. R. Gilley, the scholarly, cul-
tured, kindly Browning, the few-worded but keen
in business J. A. Hirshbrunner, the neatly attired
iridescent Ralph Hertenstein, all made free to ex-
press their opinions regarding certain matters. This
scribe made a motion and was sat on so quickly
that he needed a comb to take the kinks out of his
hair, and so it went as one suggestion after an-
other was presented, until there were motions and
amendments to the motion, an amendment to the
amendment, a substitute motion and | think an
amendment to the substitute motion until our
heads became dizzy and we were lost in the maze
of many minds. Not so with Mr. Gilley who
unkinked us from many a tangle.

In our impetuous way we sailed into the ques-
tion presented by some brother, and expressed
our opinion in no uncertain terms, but after the
meeting was all over these men laughed, rejoiced
and shook hands, and asked the blessing of God
upon each other, and the man whom we had
raked over the coals so unmercifully paid for our
supper at the restaurant that night. There is not
a crowd of men under God’s great blue sky that
can so unmercifully thrash the pet opinions of
their opponents in some matter of business and
maintain the spirit of Christian love and fellow-
ship as the holiness people. Members of the
legal fraternity can keep their poise and after the
arguments are over the the case is settled there
may be a clasping of hands but there are no glad
tears, and no warming of the heart as is known
and felt by those who have had the blood ap-
plied. Glory be to God! We have the finest set
of men—big-hearted, big-calibered men, men
who would grace any denomination, men who
love God and His cause sincerely and devoutly,
men who are too big to mistake a speech against
a principle for a speech against a personality.
We have, | say, the finest body of men in the
Educational Zone of the Central West as can be
found on the top of God’s great green earth any
place in the world. How we love them; how we
have enjoyed working with them; how kind and

considerate they have been to us! Is il any won-
der that we desire to make good in oui corner so|
as to be fitted to mingle with such great spirits?

My heart has been so pained at times to see the
lack of confidence some professors of Christ have
in each other. Let a man dwell for any length
of time on the shortcomings of his brethren, or
permit to remain in his mind the seeming incon-
sistencies of the professors of religion, and it
will not be long before the mingling of these two
ingredients will be manifested by expressions of
censoriousness coming from his lips. Dear old
Brother Riggs taught me, long years ago, to re-
fuse to look at some things. | will never forget
his sermons. He has probably forgotten it long
ago, but he was giving a running comment on
Hebrews and came to that verse that reads, “We
see not all things brought under his feet but we
see Jesus.” He went on to say how it seems at
times as though the promises will not hold.
Everything seemed to go contrary to the way we
had hoped to see them go; friends in whom we
trusted would fail; people in whom we believed
would drop out of the ranks, but this is not the
time to halt, he said, this is not the time to look
back, this is the time to bare our breast to the
foe and look up to Him of whom it is said “He
will not fail nor be discouraged.”

One of the women of our church in Chicago
taught me a great lesson recently by a remark
made when someone was telling her how mean a
certain person had been to her. She said, “Yes,
I know, but she did me a great kindness previ-
ously, and | want to think of that.” Immedi-
ately there came to my mind Philippians 4:8,
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report, if there be any virtue, and if there be
any praise, think on these things.” The writer
of Philippians evidently knew the value of keep-
ing our mind on the good in folks rather than on
the evil, and surely the person must be corrupt
indeed, surely the denomination must indeed be
apostate, surely the organization must be far
down the moral scale, that does not have some-
thing we can praise or some good thing about
them upon which we can keep our mind.

| refuse to keep my mind on some things. |
have watched other people make shipwreck of
their souls by dwelling at length on some real
or imaginary wrong done them by others. Isaiah
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;ays, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose
Inind is stayed on thee because he trusteth in thee,”
ind watching the lives of those who have prom-
shed to follow the Master, | think it is safe to say
that 75 per cent of the church people who lose
the grace of Jesus Christ out of their hearts lose
it by failing to keep their mind on Him and get-
ting their mind and heart on someone else.

In my previous article | remarked that if we
could get our people to subscribe for and read
the Herald of Holiness, it would make it easier
for the pastor to present the needs of the budget
to them, and it will not be amiss to relate how
it worked in our Chicago First church. When
Dr. Williams’ letter came to me asking us to take
the matter before our congregation, we presented
it first to the board. The board had requested
us to ask for food to be brought to the church
so we could send out some baskets to the people
who were not as fortunate in material things as
some of us. We wished we had gotten our plea
in for missions first, but when we presented the
matter they were unanimous that we should pre-
sent it to the people on a Sabbath morning. We
took Dr. Williams’ letter into the pulpit, read it,
and asked the folks if they wanted us to put it in
the whaste basket and forget it, or would we be
real Nazarenes and stand by the missionary pro-
gram in its dire distress. The congregation was
enthusiastic for taking an offering. We asked
the people to put something extra on the red side
of our duplex envelope for Missions on the Sab-
bath. We kept it before them for four Sundays.
As the food came in to fill the baskets, we piled
it up in front of the pulpit, and said, “No doubt
if we make an announcement many folks will not
hear it, but this is what we are doing to help
some of our brethren in need.” We are in a pe-
riod of depression, but First church has hardly
anyone out of work.

Well, the 23rd of November came. We preached
to two good congregations, morning and eve-
ning. We received exactly $996.64, $800.00 of
which was for Missions, and got food enough to
fill a score of baskets easily valued at $200.00,
which are in the church at this writing waiting
for the truck to deliver them to the homes of
people for Thanksgiving. We never could have
accomplished it in the world had it not been for
the articles in the Herald of Holiness, and The
|Other Sheep and the letter written by Dr. Wil-
liams. On the other hand, we dont want to
forget that we have the most loyal bunch of

Nazarenes in Chicago First church that can be
found anywhere in the country. They will do
pretty nearly anything the pastor asks them to
do. We have no thought of boasting in speaking
of this remarkable offering, but simply to carry
out the thought that the Herald of Holiness in the
home of every Nazarene family is equivalent to
an assistant pastor in any church.

DEPARTMENT OF EXCHANGES
AND SUGGESTIONS
By Basit W. Miller

THE RELIGIOUS WORLD

Riverside Church has received
more attention in many of the larger religious
and social magazines as well as in the current
dailies than any other religious topic. It is well-
known that John D. Rockefeller, at the expense
of some three to five million dollars, built what
was to be known as the Riverside Baptist church,
on the famous Riverside Drive, near Grant’s
Tomb, overlooking the beautiful Hudson River.
This was erected for Fosdick and was to be his
church. The wealthy patron of the church was
attracted to F'osdick during the time of his be-
ing severely criticized by the Presbyterians, while
he was special preacher for one of the largest
Presbyterian churches in the city.

Fosdick’s

The church edifice is a magnificent structure,
with its outstanding attraction being its tower,
which rises some hundred or two feet above the
rest of the building. The inside decorations are
said to surpass any church in America. It is
fashioned on the plan of some of the ancient
cathedrals of Europe.

On the opening Sunday morning—and Fosdick
has no night service—more than five thousand
were turned away from the services. All the
officers, even down to the Sunday school teachers,
are paid workers, and the talent represented by
this staff is the best the country can afford. A
son of one of my members—Rev. Nellie Reid—
who is a professor in Columbia University, teaches
in this Sunday school, and for his services as
teacher thirty minutes each Sunday he receives
a salary of $50 a week. And he is one of the
lesser paid workers.

Most of the discussion concerning this church
in the current magazines is due to the monuments
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which decorate the entrance to the building.
From side to side, up over the archway, some
four or five tiers of statues of men are carved. In
this group appear the statues of Mohammed,
Einstein and Darwin. This is supposed to be a
religious, a Christian, institution. Mohammed,
founder of the world’s fiercest religion, Chris-
tianity’s greatest hater, Einstein, the famous Jew
who formulated the law of Relativity, who de-
nies the deity of Jesus, and Darwin, whose the-
ory of naturalistic evolution has done more to
wreck the faith of college students and all scien-
tific workers, seem to be out of place as a part
of the decorative art of a Christian temple. At
last it seems that Darwin, Einstein and even
Mohammed have landed among the saints.

The President of China IS Nnow a baptized
Christian. Recently the young president, who
had accepted Christianity, was baptized by a
Methodist minister, and now is a member of that
church. It seems too great to believe that within
a hundred years or so from the time of the found-
ing of the Christian Church in that nation, so
bound to antiquity, that the leader of the nation
should be numbered among its devotees. But this
is the old story of Christ's conquests. He started
out in ancient Rome, hated, despised, burned at
the stake through the death of His followers, but
within a few years His religion had entered the
gates of the Palace, and became the religion of
the nation. So today He conquers. This bap-
tism of the president will doubtless result in
similar actions throughout the Chinese Republic.
Christ’s religion is a world religion, that appeals
to the needs of humanity. Yet we shall see the
day when His standards shall be planted in the
two remaining lands where He has not been al-
lowed to enter—Nepal and Bhutan.

The Gutenberg Bible has finally been pur-
chased by Congress and shall now rest in the
Congressional Library at Washington. This is
supposed to be the best copy printed by Guten-
berg. It is printed on vellum (sheep skin), and
is in a very excellent state of preservation. We
paid about $150,000 for it. For more than a
century it has been in the Monastery of St. Paul,
Carinthia, Austria. It has been the pride of the
monastery since it was first deposited there. But
hard times struck the monastery and to save the
existence of this refuge of the monks, the coveted

Bible had to be sold. Thank God that we now
own it. Thank God 'for Gutenberg, who first
printed the Bibfe, even at the cost of bankruptcy.
He died poor in the goods of this world, having
expended a fortune on the printing of the Bible,
yet in memory, a monument more lasting than
that of stone, he ranks among the princes of all
centuries.

Disturbed because of the
declarations of Great Britain with reference to
Palestine. No such revolution has ever taken
place in the ranks of Zionism as the recent one.
Leaders who have devoted their fortunes and
their lives to the development of Palestine have
thrown up their tasks as now hopeless. Last
spring the British government, mandatory over
Palestine, stopped Jewish immigration into that
country. The months passed and new develop-
ments came, such as the tragical battles among
the Jews and the Arabs. Now Britain has prac-
tically told the Jews that they shall not establish
in Palestine their national home. It is to be re-
membered that after the war Jewry was assured
by Britain that they would be able to build here
their ancient dream of a national home. Britain
has now practically refuted such statements, and
the Jews of the world are stirred. What the
result will be none can say. Nevertheless the
con.-tant stream of Jewish colonists and Jewish
millions of dollars into Palestine has done more
for the material advancement of that land than
the Arabs have done in fifteen centuries. New
life is seen. Prosperity has come as never before
Arabs who have sold their land holdings to the
Jews have lived on a higher plane than before,
even though now many of them have spent their
money, and are again the ragged, dirty Arabs
that once they were.

Zionism is recent

Has Been Vindicated at last! For in
the very room where John T. Scopes taught evo-
lution in Dayton, Tennessee, a Christian Uni-
versity, formed on the basis of Bryan's funda-
mentalism, held its first class sessions, awaiting
the completion of its new administration build-
ing. Just before Bryan’s death, which stirred
America, he suggested that a Christian school be
established near Dayton. Five years later, Sept.
18, of this year, the school opened. About one
million dollars has been subscribed for the project.
Dr. George E. Guille, from the Moody Bible In-

Bryan
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stitute Extension staff, is the president. The char-
er provided that, while no belief is required of
any student, that every officer and teacher shall
subscribe to the fundamental doctrinal statements
of the charter, which is formed upon the basic
truth of the Bible as the Word of God. Thank
God, again, for such a noble character as Bryan.

METHODS THAT HAVE WORKED

Church School Visitation has proved one of
the most beneficial activities in building and
maintaining a better attendance. Personal con-
tact has never failed, and this is especially true
among the the young people and the children.
The great problem in this matter has been one
of the proper organization for such work. The
following plan has been tested and found success-
ful:

1 Have the secretary of the school provide a
list of absentees and prospects each week which
shall be assigned first to the teacher of the classes
in which these are listed, then to some special
group of visitors, provided for by the church
school organization, whose duty it is to visit
these persons. This list of prospects and absentees
should also be given to the superintendent, and to
the pastor. In this way four different groups of
workers have it their assigned duty of making
contact with these persons.

2. The second matter is getting the work done.
It is easy to provide a list of prospects, but it is
harder to get someone to go see them. | be-
lieve the w'isest way, and most efficient one, is to
set a definite time for visitation when the work-
ers shall be on the job. Time is the hardest thing
to find in the usual church when such can be
done. We are using Sunday afternoons, when in
teams of two and three, each team with an auto-
mobile, we visit our prospects, which have been
provided beforehand. These include (1) absentees,
(2) prospective students, (3) friends who may be
interested, (4) the sick members and friends of
the organization. Sunday afternoons, when three
or four or more teams are out visiting, will see
much achieved for the church school and for
the church. With the proper organization from
fifty to one hundred calls can be made in this
time.

3. The third matter is that of providing or
segregating or assigning the calls to the teams.
One of the best plans is to have the church and

church school organization outlined according to
definite geographical groups. Then the teams
should be assigned to certain groups. This will
eliminate the necessity of long drives between
calls, and make it possible for the visitors to
cover more homes than otherwise.

5. The matter of responsibility for the work
is important. Somebody must be at the head of
it. Usually where the workers are to be found,
it is wise to have one person for this work, who
does not have any other task assigned him in the
school. Division of interest means that some-
thing will be slighted. With the officers of the
church school, along with the pastor, he should
prepare the system to be followed, something as
noted above, with the groups or zones to be
visited, the lists of thos'e to be called upon, the
teams, and the automobiles to be used.

The benefits derived will not only be of the
nature of an increased attendance, but also of en-
larged vision and interest. One of our greatest
problems is that of arousing interest, stirring en-
thusiasm.

will solve many of our
problems. Inefficiency results when our organiza-
tion is loose, irregular. This applies to every
phase of the work. Many church boards fail to
accomplish anything worth while because of this.
Our church schools are run in a happy-go-lucky-
fashion because of no organization. And on
through the program it is. Let us note several
places where our organization may be faulty.

Proper Organization

1 In the church school organization
keynote. Proper attention should be paid, first,
to the selection of the officers and teachers, the
manning of the school. The next item of interest
is that of providing substitutes, who like clock-
work will take their places when necessary.
Superintendent sick or absent, and ofttimes the
assistant is not notified; or the secretary absent
and no one is provided to take the place; teacher
gone for the Sunday, and no substitute for her
place. A few' principles should gide us in these
matters. (1) Provide assistants and substitutes
for every task in the school. It is better that
these assistants know just what class or task they
are to take. Especially is this true with reference
to the classes. Then when the teacher is absent,
at once she can notify either the superintendent
or the assistant teacher, and the matter is pro-
vided for. When Sunday comes there is no run-
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ning hither and yon looking for someone to take
the class. Nothing kills a class like being out
of a teacher, or having to spend half the period
waiting until the suuperintendent can provide one.

(2) Punctuality spells success for any organiza-
tion. Late teachers, and officers tardy, and
superintendent slow spells failure or fifty per
cent efficiency for the schools. Promptness is a
matter of training and example. We get in the
habit of being late, of waiting until another
comes, of delaying the opening and closing exer-
cises, until such activities become complexes with
the school. To avoid such, put snap, vim, action,
promptness into every phase of the program.

(3) The school must be manned with leaders.
If the pastor cannot mold the present leaders ac-
cording to his standarcf, some way should be
provided where there can be a change of leaders.
After all man-power is our greatest problem in
organization. No bank would permit the hap-
hazard work which goes on among our church
school workers. It would recognize at once that
failure would result from such activities. But
our church schools take things for granted and
believe that they right themselves after a while,
and let if “ride” along until a change is necessary.

2. Among the workers of the church board

organization will largely determine whether or
not anything will be accomplished. (1) A set
time and place should be had for the meetings
of the board. This should not be a matter of
guess or maybe so. But on the calendar of the
church provision should be made for those two
items. (2) Every member of the board should
be notified, by cither phone, direct conversation,
or by mail. The latter is preferable, and then
none can say “l forgot.” The secretary of each
official board should be instructed to send a card
of notification to the board members each month,
just previous to the meeting of the board. (3)
The pastor should then provide a docket of busi-
ness to be considered at each meeting. In other
words he should have a plan for the treatment
of the business of the board. Every item to be
discussed should be on that docket, and should be
followed in the order as shown on his docket.
Usually among the larger churches, the pastor pre-
pares a docket or order of the business to be
considered, and the secretary sends copies of this
docket to all the members of the board previ-
ous to the meeting. This avoids making the
board meetings times of rambling discussions,
when nothing is accomplished. (4) Every item

on the docket, or that comes before the board
meeting should be disposed of, and only one iten|
should be permitted to be discussed or consid-
ered at a time. This is to provide that no item
be allowed to be discussed and then not disposed
of. (S) A definite order of procedure should be
outlined for every meeting. Such an order is
usually this: Calling of the meeting to order by
the chairman; prayer; reading of the minutes of
the secretary; report of the treasurer; reports of
various officers, such as Sunday school super-
intendent, Y. P. S. president, etc. (as outlined in
the Manual) ; reports of special committees, ap-
pointed for the purpose of considering some spe-
cial item or project; reports of standing com-
mittees ; unfinished business, or business which
was left from the previous meeting for considera-
tion; then new business; and finally adjourn-
ment.

Providing Work for Everyone in the church
should be the ideal for every pastor. “A task
for every hand and every hand at its task” would
make a fair motto for us. In a recent article in
the Herald of Holiness the writer referred to
the usual plan in the larger churches of having)
one treasurer for every organization of the church,
such as the church, the Sunday school, the Young
People’s Society, etc., and recommended this as
worthy of following in our churches. But it
seems to me that such violates in the ordinary
church a fundamental principle, that of providing
tasks for as many people as possible. The prin-
ciple as applied in the larger churches where these
treasurers are paid officers is worthy of being
used. But with the smaller churches these work-
ers are voluntary, and every organization with
its separate treasurer will provide some half
dozen tasks for that many people. There is no
particular overlapping of activities among such
treasurers.

1 One or two methods are being worked out

for providing tasks for everyone in the church.
A very excellent one is this: On a card with the
various activities of the church listed, such as
Sunday school works, superintendent, officers,
teachers, Young People’s Societies, Woman’s For-
eign Missionary Societies, Junior Societies, choir,
visiting committees, social committees, church
board, etc., every member of the church is asked
to indicate the type of work he or she would be
interested in. Then from this card the pastor
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selects workers according to their interests. Some
[Tnay be interested in the choir, and without such
knowledge as indicated on the card, no one would
discover it. But the card furnishes a list of the
interests of the members, and of the activities in
which they desire to engage. This is an excellent
method to be worked out for the average church.

2. A second method allied to the above is con-

cerned with seeing that there is not too much
loaded on the shoulders of one person. The
church adopts a system of rating by points the
various activities of the organizations, and will
not allow any person to carry work which totals
more than a definite number of points. Some
such scheme is worked out as this: Board mem-
ber, 10 points, S. S. superintendent, Y. P. S. presi-
dent, W. F. M. S. president, 10 points, teachers
and officers in the church school 7 points, mem-
bers of committees 5 points, etc. The church can
set the number of points to be carried by each
individual at say 20, or some at IS. According
to this it would be impossible for one to be a
member of the board, a teacher of a class, and
a member of a committee at the same time, for
his total number of points would exceed the limit
previously arranged. In the smaller church this
(is hard to be applied because of the lack of work-
ers. But in the larger church some such arrange-
ment is necessary to provide tasks for everyone
in the church, and to keep one person from as-
suming too much responsibility.

The Pastor's Cabinet IS proving to be the cor-
relating agency of the church. Usually in a
church of any size there is a danger of the over-
lapping of activities, and duplicating of pro-
grams. In order to eliminate such a danger pas-
tors are forming what we term, “The Pastor’s
Cabinet,” which is composed of the leader or
leaders of the various activities of the church,
who shall at stated times come together with
the pastor and discuss methods and programs,
and work out a unified program, where efforts
will not be duplicated and where common goals
or objectives will be set up and achieved.

As an illustration, we have formed what is
called the “Childrens Church,” or the “Junior
Church.” This is composed of three or four dif-

ferent types of activities or projects. At 7 o’clock
on Sunday evening the church meets for a pro-
gram of devotion, singing of hymns, Bible study,
etc. On Wednesday evening the group comes to-
gether again for the mid-week session of the

Junior Church, where for ten or fifteen minutes
they sit in with their older folk in a common de-
votional or inspirational meeting, at the close of
which they go to their room, where their leader
conducts a meeting graded to their interests.
This may consist of “The Swrord Drill,” which is
training in the use of the Bible; common or uni-
fied memory work of Bible passages, or hymns,
a time of prayer when the praying is done by the
children, and one of thanksgiving, or what the
older folks call testifying. Then on Saturday for
two hours, from ten to twelve, the children meet
at the church for a time of devotional study, the
use of the Bible, thanksgiving, prayer, etc., fol-
lowed by a period of handwork. At present two
teachers are engaged with the group on Saturday.
The very small children do such things as color
work, cutting out objects, etc., which may be
correlated with religious interests. The older girls
do sewing, etc., under the instruction of their
religious leader.

Then once a month the Children’s Church be-
comes the Junior Missionary Society, or functions
as a missionary society, where the activities are
carried on as laid down by the W. F. M. S
The entire group, or rather the four groups— for
some children attend only one part of the program
of the week—have a common financial goal.
This consists of a missionary objective, the sup-
porting of a child in the foreign lands.

The program is correlated and hence there is
no overlapping. What feeds one section of the
work, supports or feeds every other one. This
can be worked out with reference to all the goals
of the church, and the great correlating agency
becomes the Pastor’s Cabinet.

That Twenty Per Cent of every man must
be used! Dr. Bresee made the statement that
but few men could be used up to the extent of
their one hundred per cent of talent, but some
men one could use fifty per cent of their abilities,
others as low as twenty per cent. But he said,
“Never fail to use that twenty per cent.” This
was the keynote of the leadership of the famed
founder of our denomination. He knew how to
use every part of everyone with whom he worked
that could possibly be made to contribute to the
ends he had in mind. We pastors fail right there:
the perfect man we cannot find, and the forty
per cent man we hate to use because of the fact
that sixty per cent of him is made up of oddities
and idiosyncrasies that do not contribute to the
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needed end. Is it not better to use every part of
a man, though it may be only ten per cent, and
succeed with him, than to cast him aside and
make of him an enemy? Leadership, if | read
it correctly, consists of the ability to use every
man to the extent of his ability, and of having
the power of leading others to work together
though they are diverse in interests, opinions,
prejudices, etc.

Imitate the M asters if you would succeed as
a preacher. Not long since | visited the outstand-
ing art gallery of America, where paintings the
most valuable our land possesses hang on its
walls. Here are to be seen the works of Titian,
Ruten, Michael Angelo, and other masters of this
art. Here and there one saw young painters sit-
ting before these masterpieces with the tools of
their art before them reduplicating, copying, imi-
tating the work of these renowned artists.

What art, my friend, surpasses that of preach-
ing? Then if we too would excel in this most
noble art of persuading and leading men, we
must imitate the masters. The preacher who is
ignorant of the works of the worlds greatest
preachers is missing one of his most important
sources of success. To preach well, fill the mind

with the sermons of such masters as Wesley,
Jonathan Edwards, South, Guthrie, Spurgeon,
Jowett, etc.

Phillips Brooks, though his theology was not
ours, can be studied to much advantage by any
preacher of the century. His style was gripping,
his method of analysis of the subject worthy of
imitation, his language burned at intense heat
throughout. No preacher can come away after
an hour’s study of his w-orks without feeling a
“divine discontentment” with his own butchering
methods of subject analysis, purity of diction, and
power to reach sweeping climaxes. The same
can be said of the many masters of the pulpit
both of the present and of the yesterdays.

Recently while reading through a volume of
Jowett’s sermons five or six “preachable” sermons
were born under the intense inspiration of the
volume. It fairly glowed with suggestions. New
methods of treating old themes rushed in upon
the mind, until possibilities galore of a new finish
and polish came for the sermons. And after all
in this sweeping age, when competition is so keen,
we preachers must be at our best to hold our
own. The long tirades of our early fathers will
not suit the modern mind, and for preaching to

hold its place in the thinking of this age we
ministers must be abreast of the current of ouql
times.

Repeating Pastoral sermons unchanged, un-
altered, when we move from pastorate to pas-
torate, is the surest method of dulling the mind,
atrophying the sermonic instinct and dwarfing
one’s ministerial growth. Evangelists preach and
repreach their sermons because of the fact that
they treat the few fundamental verities in every
meeting, and pass on. Theirs are messages of sin
and salvation boiled down to their commonest
terms. Hence few sermons meet the conditions.
But the pastor is required to preach at least one
hundred sermons each year, besides he must
prepare another fifty short addresses for his mid-
week service. The tendency becomes such that
when he has preached a series of sermons over
a course of three or four years, when he moves
to rush into the new charge with the thought that
he now has some three or four hundred messages,
and hence he does not have to work so hard on
his preaching as before, so he repeats, many times,
unaltered the old materials. No greater mistake
could be made than this. Jowett said that he,
never dared repreach an old sermon without ar
least entirely rewriting and recasting it.

Let us form the habit of rebuilding our old
sermons, or better still as settled pastors, building
new sermons from the broadened grasp of our
minds, and the widened field of our experience.
Writing is a great aid to the settled pastor. For
if he continually writes articles, books, devotional
and inspirational series for young and old, he is
constantly on the search for new material.
Everything he writes can be made to contribute
to his preaching preparation. The writer who is
alert for material never runs dry in his preaching
work. If we fill our minds, reshape our mes-
sages, rebuild our older sermons, they will have a
freshness and vitality otherwise impossible.
new YORK city

Our
“Take your share of hardships as good soldiers
of Jesus Christ” (2 Timothy 2:3, R. V.).

Share

P reparedness
“But the wise took oil in their vessels with'
their lamps” (Matthew 25:4).
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FACTS AND FIGURES
By E. J. Fleming
The last Government Census reveals that there

are ninety-four cities in the United States with
a population of 100,000 or more.

The accumulated wealth of the negro race in
the United States is estimated at $2,000,000,000.
700,000 negroes own their homes; 230,000 own
farms, and 70,000 own or operate business enter-
prises.

Mussolini has recently declared that in 1932
it is his intention to gather in Rome the great-
est assembly of armed men ever seen in the 3,000
years of Roman history.

According to the Congressional Record only
three and one-half per cent of the prisoners in
all our penal institutions were violators of prohibi-
tion laws.

The Christian Observer reports that 50,000,000
newspapers are printed daily in the United States.
There are 55,000,000 magazines published each
yeek and 95,000,000 monthly magazines. More
han 1,100,000 tons of paper are used for news-
papers and almost as much for books each year.

The annual enrollment in our colleges has tri-
pled in ten years. There were about 350,000
students in 1920. There are 1,000,000 now, and
3,000,000 more students in our high schools than
there were ten years ago.—The United Presby-
terian.

The American Tobacco Company claims an
increase of more than 900,000,000 cigarettes in
one month. Shrewd advertising is accredited
for this increase.

The annual crime bill is estimated at $16,000,-
000,000. The number of criminals in this coun-
try is set at 1,000,000. One criminal is as ex-
pensive to the government as 160 normal chil-
dren— The United Presbyterian.

Figures considered by the Vatican to be sub-
stantially correct show that at the end of 1929
there were 341,430,900 Catholics in the world.
Of this number 109,097,000 were in North, Cen-
tral and South America. European Catholics
numbered, 208,882,000. Asiatic Catholics num-
bered 16,536,900. Africans, 5,330,000. Austral-
ians, 1,585,000.

Gifts to philanthropy in the United States
during 1929 amounted to $2,450,720,000. The
distribution of this tremendous total is given as
follows: “Religion, $906,300,000; education,
$467,500,000; gifts for personal charity, $279,760,-
000; organized charitable relief, $132,000,000; the
fine arts, $40,000,000; play and recreation, $20,-
900,000; miscellaneous  reform  organizations,
$14,040,000.”— The United Presbyterian.

In Germany the use of cigarettes increased four
and one-half per cent last year, attributable to
women taking up the habit. $700,000,000 was
spent for smoking tobacco in that country last
year.

DORAN’S MINISTERS MANUAL FOR 1931

This is the sixth annual

issue of a volume intended to

give the alert pastor the best preaching ideas and seed

thoughts and

illustrations and apt poetry,

gleaned from

sources not available to the average minister. The book con-
tains 100 sermon outlines, 50 talks on the Sunday school
lesson, 500 choice illustrations, 200 prayers, 1,000 suggest-
ive texts, 200 quotable poems, 52 sermons to children, 200
seed thoughts for sermons, 250 bulletin board slogans, 250

hymn selections.

625 pages, durably bound.

And the price is only $2.50

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.



Che jVaaarene Monthly
for 1931

EW and renewal subscriptions to the Nazarene Monthly

will be taken on a six months basis at $1.00. We trust
that every one who subscribed to the first six issues— July
to December, 1930— will renew at once. Send one dollar
bill at our risk, which will keep the subscription paid until
July, 1931.

We want 1,000 new subscribers to the Nazarene Month-
ly. We need that many more to make this new periodical a
paying proposition. It is one of the most amazing offers
ever made to our people. Think of it! A complete booklet,
ranging in size from 32 to 64 pages, delivered to your door
each month for six months, all for $1.00. Each issue con-
tains one complete book dealing with one particular subject
— biography, Christian doctrine, church history, devotional,
etc., etc. The contents will be of equal interest to ministers
and laymen.

We have what we feel is a *'2ry attractive schedule for
the first six months of 1931. The series will start with an
abridged life of William Taylor by Dr. John Paul, president
of Taylor University. Dr. H. Orton Wiley will contribute an
abridgment of Sheridan Baker’s Living Water, which will
be a rare treat for those who appreciate something with a
deeply devotional tone. Rev. D. Shelby Corlett has pre-
pared a most excellent treatise on the Cross in Christian ex-
perience, which will be the Easter number. Dr. J. B. Chap-
man will give us an abridgment of Scriptural Sanctification
by John R. Brooks, which was one of the holiness classics
in the early Methodist church.

No person—minister or layman—who can possibly
spare the dollar, can afford to miss these first six issues for
1931.

Send One Dollar Today for Six Months’ Subscription

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.

YOUR PREACHER’S MAGAZINE COPIES BOUND

Those who wish to have last year’s issues of the Preacher’s Maga-
zine bound in cloth boards, with leather corners and back, should
send in their copies as quickly as possible. By having a number of
these bound at one time we are able to have the work done for $1.25,
including return postage. Later on the cost will be $1.50, plus postage.
Send them in now.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.



