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AN ADDRESS TO LOCAL PREACHERS
By the Editor

Just as | was leaving Kansas City for my long missionary tour Dis-
trict Superintendent Gibson of the Ohio District handed me a sheet which
he said | might read at my leisure. | found on this sheet a suggestion that
this or something of the sort might be printed on the back of the local
preacher’s license. The suggestion, | think, is a good one, but whether
it will soon be carried out or not I cannot tell. The address itself is so
good and so well adapted to those who are taking the first step toward enter-
ing the ministry that 1 want you to read it. The address is as follows:

“We hereby hand to you this local preacher’s license which brings to
you certain authority and privilege in the church. This is a sacred token
and an honored hour to you. You have herewith the initial recognition by
the church of what both you and the church believe to be your calling
in the work of the Lord. In accepting this honor you are to keep before you
several things: First the honor which God and the church have placed
upon you. Should there ever come a shadow in your experience that would
hinder the church or a mar upon you that would disgrace it, you should
bring this parchment back with all haste. Two courses are before you,
either of which you may pursue: you may do good as you have opportunity,
preach where there are openings, follow no certain course of study and trust
that from year to year the church may see fit to renew this license, although
you are warned that the church may fail to so renew it without assigning
any reason for such failure. The second course which you may pursue is
to go forward with the prescribed course of study and prepare yourself for
license from the district and for entrance into the permanent ministry.

“You will keep in mind that the whole course of the local and district
licensed preacher is one of probation. And at any time the church may
fail to recommend or the District Assembly may fail to grant renewal.
Also it is expected that as you examine" yourself, even as others examine
you, you may find sufficient reason and cause for your dropping out.

“You are entering one of the most misunderstood of callings—that of
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the sacred ministry. From now on you must not view the ministry as an outside
layman, but as a member of the' ministry and under the load. You must now view
problems from the minister’s point of view. You must defend the ministry and
not accept railing accusations against it or any of its members. You must defend
and not prosecute. You are a scholar yet, rather than a teacher—otherwise you
would already be in the eldership. In the tomorrows you will call for loyalty, there-
fore you should be above reproach in supporting your own church with your presence,
means and prayers.

“Always by study and prayer give the people the best that is possible to
you. Walk into every open door that may come to you in harmony with this
message. Be alert to Satan’s hindrances and keen in faith for God’ support.
And the God of love and peace be with you.”

EXISTENCE THROUGH CONQUEST

By the Editor
T WAS the fabled belief among barbarian forefathers in the forests of north-
I ern Europe that the hunter and the warrior took on the strength of his cap-
tured game or of his slain foe. And thus it happened that the stripling went forth
to hunt and fight and in time became the seasoned Nimrod and the veteran Hercules.

And as regarding the Church, we know that Solomon describes her most tri-
umphant attitude as being “terrible as an army with banners.” And we are told
that in the beginning of its career an army had no banners. Each banner com-
memorated a victory. One banner meant one victory and a hundred banners meant
a hundred battles and a hundred victories. So in time the army with many ban-
ners became the terror of the land and marched on in the face of every foe.

During the American Civil War General Thomas was shut up in Nashville.
Lines of communication with his base of supplies were poor and food for the army
was scarce. Then one day came orders for the army to move. But to move meant
to fight, for General Hood waited just outside. But the army moved, defeated
and practically annihilated the army of Hood and saved its own existence by con-
quering.

But we are thinking particularly today of the situation of the Christian and of
the Church. Perhaps we have all dreamed of victories without conflicts and of
crowns without crosses, but it is doubtful if we ever saw any such. And likewise
we have thought of a truce in which we left the devil alone on condition that he
leave us alone or in which we waged no warfare against the forces of evil on condi-
tion that they too cease their ravages upon the coasts of the true Israel of God.
We may even have imagined that such a truce had been struck and under this im-
pression we may have unstrung our bow and laid our arrows upon the shelf. But
we were mistaken; there is no discharge, furlough, or truce in this war.
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King David was the idol and active leader of his own army. But after a while
he thought his days of anguish and exposure to danger should cease, and so he
let the army go to war while he stayed at home in Jerusalem, and there the man
whose name was the synonym of purity and honor fell prone into adultery and
murder.

Israel was given power over the ancient inhabitants of Canaan and the coun-
tries round about. But her toleration brought her thorns in the side and led her to
humiliation and removal from her patrimony.

And in the Christian life it is fight or fly; conquer or be conquered; enlarge
the borders or draw in the tent stakes; take new ground or lose what you have;
press on into the more abundant life or sink into the most oblivious death; it is
go on or go back.

It may not be that we take on the strength of the spiritual foes which we
destroy, but at least we gain strength by means of the exploit so that we “go from
strength to strength.” “Each victory will help you some other to win.” David
practiced on the lion and the bear and thus became a match for the Philistine giant.
Samson was nerved by his ability to lay the foundation for the riddle, “out of
strength came forth sweetness,” to lay low a thousand enemies of the Lord.

But it is not the development of spiritual muscle and sinew in the exercise of
conquest which makes the big difference. Neither yet is it the mere arising of
human confidence in one’s ability to do and to dare. Rather God bestows His
grace and power upon him who makes the best use of them. “To him that hath
shall be given and he shall have abundance.” The old word was, “God helps them
who help themselves.” But this is not the case exactly. God helps those who rely
upon His help and who seek to be used of God in the extension of His kingdom.

Sometimes it has been suggested that passivity is the highest attitude attained
in prayer. But this too is a mistake. Rather the highest attitude of prayer is the
struggle for conformity to the will of God. It is not enough for us to say, “l am
willing that God shall have His way.” Nay, verily, we must say, “I am determined
that God shall have His way.” Passivity is the road to atrophy and defeat. Voli-
tional conformity to the will of God is the path to growth and enlargement and
triumph.  Sanctification has erroneously been set forth as the destroyer of the
human will—rather it is the corrector of the will. From willing counter to the
will of God, full consecration brings us to willing parallel to the will of God, and
entire sanctification is the divine purifying of the affections so that we love the
thing we will.

The Christian and the Church do not therefore ask for toleration—they live
by conquest. They cannot sit down before the citadel of Satan and wait for the
attack—they are called to aggressive and offensive service. If the situation is diffi-
cult the call is so much the louder. If the issue is humanly uncertain it is the
opportunity to win glory for King Jesus. Where sight is weak faith has its play.

Joshua could not live without possessing the land of Canaan and he could
possess it only by setting his foot upon the soil. Spiritual progress by proxy is
impossible. If we tarry here we shall perish. We must conquer to exist. A tie
is defeat for us. The devil is a usurper, sin is an abnormality, and as the weeds
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soon choke out the uncultivated crop, so evil succeeds when righteousness is static.
Arise my brother and hold your ground by taking new territory today. The land is

before us.
in the promise of God.

us on to fuller grace and wider conquest.

Israel in her best day possessed no more than half the territory included
And there is no way for us to describe the boundaries of
the possibilities which are ours in Christ Jesus.

But their very limitlessness beckons

DEVOTIONAL

SUDDENLY DESTROYED WITHOUT
REMEDY

By A. M.

Because sentence against an evil work is not
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons
of men is fully set in them to do evil. He that
being often reproved hardeneth his neck shall
suddenly be destroyed, and that without rem-
edy (Eccle. 8:11, Prov. 29:1).

Hills

to cut off sinners at the beginning of a sin-

ful career. Probably He would have a right
to execute the penalty against sin after the first
conscious, willful sin. The penalty is, “The soul
that sinneth shall die,” and “The wages of sin
is death,” and God would doubtless have a moral
right to pay the wages right at the start and send
the soul to its doom. But He does not do it
He waits to offer mercy, to show the graciousness
of a loving God. He waits to give the sinner
time and space for repentance, to see if He cannot
win the heart its folly and its wanton
wickedness, and bring it back to the loving favor
of heaven. He waits also, probably, to give peo-
ple an opportunity to show their character to
themselves and to the universe. Moral beings
might condemn God if He cut a sinner off the
first time he sinned. They might say, “If God
had given that soul a chance he would have
repented and turned from his evil ways, and
would have found mercy and grace and heaven
at last.” And so God appears to give a sinner
a chance to show himself to himself, and let him
understand by his own conduct and his own
persistent and willful choice just how bad he is,
and let the universe know it, so that when the
sinner stands before God in judgment every soul

I T SEEMS not to be the usual plan of God

from
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will be speechless and without excuse. Not a
person can point a finger at God and say, “You
did not give me a chance.”

God announced, through Noah, to a wicked
antediluvian world, that there would be a
deluge. He waited one hundred and twenty years
to give them time and space for repentance. He
did not send it immediately, but let that preacher
of righteousness preach one hundred and twenty
years, and he did not make a convert outside
of his own family. Do you suppose that all the
other families except his own that perished could
say to God that they did not have a chance?
They had a hundred and twenty years of chance.

God sent prophets to warn Israel that if they
did not stop their idolatry God would sw'eep
them away, and at last the prophet moans out,
“Ephraim is joined to his idols, let him alone.”
And yet God gave him years after to repent and
avoid the retribution.

God sent Jeremiah to mourn over the south-
ern kingdom of Judah. “The harvest is past, the
summer is ended, and we are not saved.” And
yet God still waited for years to give them a
little more chance to avoid the sweeping doom.

Jesus stood on the mountain side and looked
down on the fair city of His fathers that had
been so blessed above every city of the earth,
and He wept the patriot’s tears, “Jerusalem, Jeru-
salem, if thou hadst known,” etc. But God
waited forty years before the last drop was put
into the cup of its overflowing iniquity, and then
doom came, swift and irremediable.

l. Let- us, in discussing this subject, notice
how often and in how many ways God reproves
the sinner.

1. He speaks through the conscience; He has
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put a representative of Himself in every human
bosom. Every person that sits here under the
sound of my voice has God’s ambassador and
under-judge in his own breast. When you sin,
God, who inhabits your conscience, speaks to you
and warns you and gives you a prophecy of the
judgment that is to come.

2. God speaks
The world ought to learn the lessons of God%s
special providences. One time Korah, Dathan
and Abiram thought it would be fine and amusing

through special

to make fun of Moses’ holiness, so they pro-
claimed, “Why, we are all holy.” You can hear
that nowadays, “Everybody is holy.” Well, their

case was tried by God Almighty. Moses modestly
said, “God will show,” and the next day God
said, “Let Korah, Dathan and Abiram and their
kindred be separated from everybody”; and in a
moment of time the earth opened and came back
again like a crocodile’s jaw's and they were
gone. God had pronounced the judgment. That
ought to teach people not to mock at holiness.
But it does not.

When Nadab and Abihu went into the temple
to officiate before the Lord drunk, God struck
them dead and said, “Let the priests that ap-
pear before God keep from strong drink.” But
they do not. There is the special providence;
but we have got reeling priests today that stand
and minister before God in the holy place, and
are drunken. They have not learned the lesson;
but God has taught it to them.

When Miriam, the sister of Moses, hatched
up a little family conspiracy with Aaron, and
beset Moses, that wonderful man of God, with
ugly criticism, Moses took it with the meekness
of a holy soul. But God came down and over-
shadowed the little family, and when the cloud
lifted Miriam was a white leper. These provi-
dences come down alike to nations, and families,
and cities, and people.

One Monday morning the newspapers of San
Francisco came out and boasted that they had
had the most open and defiant wickedness in
the city the Sabbath before that they had ever
had; and one newspaper boldly announced that
San Francisco had no use for God Almighty.
But God Almighty stepped down that week and
put His foot on the city about five o’clock in
the morning, and shook it so that it fell to the
ground with one touch of His foot, and then the
elements came and swept the accursed place from
the earth, and six hundred millions of theit

providences.

wicked money went up in flames. Oh, brother,
sister, God has not left this world yet, and He
shows us in various ways that He is still around,
looking on at the sin and vice of the people!

3. God speaks through the Bible, that blessed
Book which is holy on the outside and the inside,
which advocates holiness on every page from
cover to cover, and represents mercy and grace
and pardon, and offers holiness, and commands
holiness, and exhorts to holiness, and tells us that
Jesus died that we might be holy and sanctified,
and without spot and blemish. The whole Book
*is but one great, long, blessed, loving story of
God’s hatred of sin, and of His trying to save us
from sin and death, and to prepare us for His
eternal heaven.

4. God speaks to us through parental instruc-
tion and admonition. Oh, these holy fathers
and mothers, who prevent the night watches by
their prayers, who lie and wet their pillows with
their tears over the ungodly conduct of wayward,
wanton children! Oh, that voice of prayer,
that mother’s wail, those family altars, those
blessed pleadings, they are all the voice of God,
reproving the soul for its sin, and trying to win
you back to sanity and life!

5. And then there is the admonition of friends,
these friends who come down from the platform
to the audience, or lay their hands on somebody
they know and beg them to come to the altar;
and the boys and girls, and the young men and
women that know God, as | saw a boy this
morning bring another boy to the altar; and
the boy that brought him, I think, was not above
fourteen years of age. Oh, the hand of God
Almighty is in that touch, and in the pleading of
your friend who knows Jesus! Dont treat it
lightly; don’t despise it, God is in it; it is His
touch and His voice that -would win your soul.

6. There is the pulpit reproof. There are
preachers who preach about everything but re-
ligion; about poetry, the philosophy of social-
ism, of politics, of this and that. But there are
places where God’ gospel is still preached from
pulpits that will tolerate nothing else, and by
men whose lips pour out a stream of God Al-
mighty’s gospel reproof; pleading, warning, com-
manding, entreating. They teach the thunders
of Sinai and the tears and blood of Calvary.
They preach a full gospel, and proclaim a full
salvation; and when you hear that it is God
speaking to your soul.

7. And over and above all, and better than
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all else, is the Holy Spirit that promises these
things, and whom Jesus, when He went up to
the skies, left to take His place and to plead
with men to be reconciled to God. The Holy
Spirit has come that flashes the searchlight of
God’s truth on your soul, that illuminates your
conscience that lets you know that you are going
to the bad, that your conduct is wicked, that you
are defying God; that Holy Spirit that guides
every man that will ever get to heaven, that
steadies your goings and leads you on to sal-
vation and sanctification. The Holy Ghost is
here, and His mission is to convict the world of
sin and convert sinners, and sanctify God’s
people.

II. Notice that sinners harden their necks.

It evidently means setting t'heir hearts to do
evil in spite of the protests and pleadings of
God. The figure of speech is drawn from the
hardening of the neck of steers under the yoke.
They get so hard and callous under the yoke that
you cannot hurt them. And when the steer pulls,
the animal will lower its neck and it will be pli-
able; but when they become obstinate and re-
fuse to pull they throw up their head and harden
their neck and set themselves, determined not to
do what is wanted. Well, that is the picture
of a sinner who hardens his neck; he braces him-
self when God wants him to forsake his sins,
and go forward into the lines of duty through
the pathway of repentance, and faith, and regen-
eration, into divine love. The sinner pulls back,
throws up his head and holds himself, and resists
God Almighty’s pleadings and warnings and
wooings. That is hardening the neck. And oh,
the awful consequences of it! My friend, Dr.
Chapman, was preaching in Lincoln, Nebraska,
and there sat before him one night a father and
his wife and daughter, about grown up to woman-
hood. The father was in the middle, the wife
at one side and the daughter on the other.
Under the movings of truth the wife pleaded with
that husband to rise and accept Jesus; and the
daughter became so moved that she rose from
her seat, threw her arms round her father’s neck,
and sobbed as if her poor young heart would

break. But he sat as unmoved as a stone. And
after the service was over my friend said to
him, “Brother, how could you do it?” and

this was his answer: “For ten years | did noth-
ing but fight the Holy Ghost, and now nothing
moves my dead soul.” Why, you might just
as well preach to an audience of tombstones as
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preach to such people. And our hope is tonight
that nobody in this audience has gone quite so
far in hardening his neck against the Holy Ghost.

I11.  Such conduct is highly displeasing to God.

All these means of grace and reproof are God’s
agencies. It is God that touches the conscience;
it is God that flashes the light of duty upon your
pathway; it is God that illuminates your dark
soul and shows you where your steps are going;
it is God that sends friends to plead with you,
and maybe to rebuke you; it is God that inspires
the mother’s prayer, and touches her sensibilities,
until her heart nearly breaks over the sins of
her son or her daughter; it is God that makes
a tremor come into the father’s voice when he
is talking to you and begging you to come to
the path of duty. Oh, it is God who commissions
the Spirit to knock at the door of your heart
and give you God’s message of solemn warning
if, peradventure, He may stop your wayward
feet on the way to death.

And do you know, brethren, as | stand before
this audience and think of this place, and think
of that saintly man of God of the nineteenth cen-
tury who founded this institution, and of his
child who carries it on; when | think of these
things and reflect that for nineteen years this
message of the gospel, that has been preached
here for the last week, has been sounded out in
your ears, and that God has blessed it with mar-
velous displays of grace; that noble preachers
have preached from this platform, and that this
place has witnessed the salvation of hundreds
and thousands of souls—I say, as | stand here,
what spot in the United Kingdom has witnessed
such things and heard such a gospel preached as
has been preached here? Do you think it will
amount to nothing if you sin against it, since He
brought you here to live in this oasis of a moral
desert? God intends that the services in this
place shall be the open gate of heaven to these
poor souls. God wants this to be your Bethel,
your house of God, where you will meet God face
to face. Oh, brother, sister, if you sin against
all this light and knowledge and inspiration, God
help you? You may cross the dead-line before
midnight tonight.

IV. My text declares that God punishes the
hardnecked sinner by destroying him without
remedy.

1 He does it by withdrawing His Spirit.
man ever got to God without the Holy Spirit,
and when God’ Spirit is finally grieved He

No
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leaves you. You are as certain to go to hell,
though you live fifty years, as though you were

already locked inside the bottomless pit.

I want you to see how God works in His
providences. Mr. D. B. Strouse, of Virginia, is
a converted lawyer. He has given himself to
preaching. He wused to have a great income
from law practice, which he has given up. He
was speaking to a business man one day about
his soul, and the man was offended. He said
to him, “Tell me why so sensible a man as you
are about everything else should be so unmind-
ful about your soul.” The man said, “I will
tell you. When | was a youth in my early
teens there was a revival meeting in the country
church, where 1 attended, and | was under con-
viction by the Holy Ghost; but I would not go
to the altar, and | kept on resisting till I felt

I could not trust myself, and | would rise up
and leave the house when the altar call was made.
And the last night of the meetings | resolved
that | would not go to church till after the

preaching was over. | arrived when the pastor
was speaking, and | stood a considerable distance
off away from the church in the darkness, and
leaned on the top rail of a fence, with my face
in my hands and my foot on the rail and |
listened. God spoke to my heart, but | said, ‘I
will not be a Christian.” The Holy Ghost left
me that instant, and | have never had an impulse
from God since.” He was on the way to hell;
and though this happened forty years before, he
was as certain to go there as if already in the
pit. Why? Because the Spirit had finally left
him.

In March, 1905, a former theological student
of mine wrote me as follows: “Mr. Wm. B—,
a well-to-do farmer, lived near New Holland,
Ohio. He was recently dying with asthma. He
begged and pleaded with doctors to save him.
I visited him and talked with him about his soul.
He said, ‘It is too late. Years ago, when a young
man, | fairly ran out of a schoolhouse to keep
from going to the aitar. | have wished many
times that | had obeyed the voice of the Spirit.
But | refused the opportunity, rejected the in-
vitation, and I am now lost forever.” That man
had a sanctified daughter who had prayed for her
father; a minister had talked to him, but all to
no purpose; he had crossed the dead-line; the
Spirit had left him never to return.”

The day | got the letter telling me the above,
| took it to the theological class and read it as

an illustration of how God works on the souls of
There was a young Englishman in that
class, w'ho is now a preacher of holiness, and he
gave this illustration: “When | was in England
there was a revival in a Baptist church in Lon-
don. There was a young girl there twenty years
of age who had been a subject of many prayers.

men.

The Spirit came down upon the audience, and
she passed out of her seat and stood in the aisle,
looking forward to the altar and then back to
the door. Every eye was upon her, and a vol-
ume of prayer was going up for her; but, with
white face, she lifted up her little fist and said,
‘I will not, Jesus,” and started for the door. A
few weeks after the pastor was sent for; he
thought surely God had subdued her wicked soul.
But when he got to her room he was shocked
to see her in the last hours of life, and she said,
‘Pastor, | have not sent for you to lead me to
Jesus; it is too late for that. It has been too
late ever since that night | said ‘No’ to Jesus.
| have sent for you to ask you to warn others

of my folly.” And before his eyes the girl died,
and her last words were, ‘1 am slipping into
hell.””

How do you suppose God works with Chris-

tians, and even preachers, who refuse to be
sanctified? Well, I will give you a couple of
illustrations. Dr. Carradine told us on our plat-

form at one of our meetings that he was one
time holding a campmeeting out West, and there
was a man sitting in the audience who was a

minister, an evangelist, and a prominent soul-
winner. But he resisted the doctrine of sanctifi-
cation, and set himself publicly against it, and

kept people back from getting sanctified, and
made the work very heavy. He had been a
great soul-winner, but Dr. Carradine said from
that hour he began notoriously to backslide. He
became irascible, petulant, and in sixteen months
it was noised abroad that he had committed an
unreportable crime. Police officers and detec-
tives were put to work, and they found out it
was true. He was holding a meeting in another
state when they came to arrest him. They let
him finish his sermon, and at the close they
quietly called him to one side and told him he
was under arrest. “Pardon me, gentlemen,” he
said, “let me step into the pastor’s study for a
moment.” They thought he wanted to go in
for private prayer, but he turned the key quickly,
and in,a moment more they heard the report
of the preacher’s revolver, and it was followed
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by an unearthly scream. Those that heard it
said it sounded like the scream of a damned soul.
And such

2. God cuts off men without remedy in an-
other way; not merely by withdrawing His
Spirit, but by sending them to immediate death.
| had a friend of the name of Jeffries, a holi-
ness preacher of Texas. He was holding a meet-
ing one time and a sister went to a brother and
begged him to come to Jesus: but he looked at
her in an ugly way and said, “I don’t want your
Jesus and your religion.”

it truly was.

His precious mother,
a woman of prayer rose up and put her arm
round his neck, thinking surely he would heed a
mother’s prayers. Oh, how mothers can plead!
Young men, beware how you treat those plead-
ings. But this sinner put his hand out into his
mother’s face and pushed 'her away. That set-
tled it. God resented it. He knew what he had
done instantly, and he staggered out into the aisle
and threw up his hands and said, “Oh, Holy
Spirit, return and give me one more chance!”
But He would not return. The young man
rushed out of that tent and fell on the grass
frothing at the mouth, and when a doctor arrived
he was dead. God struck him with the arrow
of death when he pushed his sainted mother
away and would not heed her prayers.

My friend, Jernigan, an evangelist of Texas,
was preaching one day at a campmeeting and
God bore it on him that somebody was getting
his last call. It moved his heart so that he sat
down on his seat and buried his face in his
hands and wept. He could not proceed with his
sermon. A young man was singing in the choir
behind him, and he went out, mad that the
preacher should speak so. Three days afterward
he was found dead in his bed; the summons had
come so quickly that the clothes of the bed were
not even disarranged. Cut off without remedy.

My friend, Mr. Williams, who has been preach-
ing in England, Scotland, and Ireland, was hold-
ing a street meeting at one time when a similar
impression came to him that he was speaking the
last message to someone in that audience. He
said as much. A fellow standing behind him
cursed him for saying it and left the meeting.
Next morning, as my friend was going down the
street, someone told him that the man was lying
across the street in the dramshop, dead. You see
he had rejected and cursed, and God cut him off
without remedy.

Oh, sinner, beware how you treat God’s mes-
sage in this place! The tenderness of His love,
the multitude of His mercies, fhe richness and
fulness of His grace have been declared. Be-
ware how you sin against these wonderful mes-
sages. Pray tonight, believers, if you ever prayed,
and beseech the very heavens that men do not
do this-.

I was preaching five years ago in a camp-
meeting. The last night God led me to say, “I
believe there are some here that will remember
this message of mine ten million years in eter-
nity.” Four young people sat together who had
come to the camp in a carriage, and fifteen min-
utes after | said that they went out of the tent,
got into the carriage and not half a mile away
the horses ran off, threw them out, severely
injuring three, and one girl's skull was crushed.

When | left the city the next day two doctors
were standing over her, but she never had a
conscious moment afterward. Fifteen minutes

after my sermon her doom was sealed.

| was moved to preach this solemn sermon that
I am preaching tonight on a previous occasion.
A railroad official’s wife was present in the audi-
ence, trembling from head to foot, in tears;
but she would not come to the altar. She never
entered a church again. A few days afterward
she died, without hope, and her poor daughter
threw herself on her mother's coffin, and cried,
“O mother, you are gone without God! Oh, if
you had only come to Him at that last meeting!”
My Jesus, help! Brothers, sisters, don’t turn
away from God, and hope, and heaven; don't
reject sanctification tonight.

Brother L. B. Kent told me, a few weeks ago,
of a minister, a doctor of divinity. Brother Kent
was most gentle in his demeanor, and had held
a meeting in his church, but he sat and rejected
sanctification, and the next Sunday he preached
a tirade against holiness, and announced that he
would preach against it again in two weeks. The
next Sabbath he turned out of his Sabbath school
a blessed sanctified lady who had led twenty-five
souls in her class to Jesus. He hated holiness,
the spirit of hell was within him. He was taken
ill the next day and died before morning. When
that precious woman ‘heard that he was sick,
she fell on her knees before God in prayer for
him. A second time she went on her knees in
prayer for the poor pastor who had done her
wrong. She opened her Bible, and it came open
at my text, “He that being often reproved hard-
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eneth his neck shall suddenly be destroyed, and
that without remedy.” She prayed again, and
then opened her Bible again at random: it opened
at the same place, and the next morning she
heard that he was dead.

Will you tell me that you can trifle with
these things? When God speaks, as He speaks
from this place and offers mercy, and pardon,
and love, and cleansing to every soul, and you
turn from it, you do it at your eternal peril.

A minister’s son, a boy in his teens, a child
of many prayers, was at a revival meeting, and
the minister went to the boy and begged him to
come to Christ. But he gave his father the

HHMinIKHMITIMEULHTIL

look of a demon, and said, “lI will not have
your Christ.” He went home, and his mother
threw her arms round his neck, and said, “My
son, come to Jesus." He looked at her like a
fiend, and said, “I tell you, Mother, 1 would
rather go to hell than give my heart to God.”
He had hardly said it, when he fell at his
mother’s feet with a scream, crying, “Oh! | am
damned! | am damned !”

Oh, the mercy of God that has waited for so
long; He has brought you to this place, at this
hour, by His sovereign love; let me beseech you
to settle your unfinished business with God, and
get saVed or sanctified tonight.

JUIIIL

JHMMUITIMUMIUUITIL

EXPOSITIONAL

THE PROPHET AMOS, THE PREACHER
OF JUDGMENT
By Olive M. Winchester
The First Sermon— The Pending Doom
(Amos 1:1-—-2:16)
“See, | will cause a tottering
(Of your steps) beneath you,
Even as the, wagon totters
That is loaded full of sheaves”
Duhm).

(Amos 2:13,

ing under the mighty inspiring power of
God Most High came the prophet Amos

to go to the seat of northern idolatrous worship,
even to the place where the king had his sanc-
tuary. Coming unannounced into the gay and
mirthful throng, lost in the prosperity of the
times and confident in their security of divine
favor, like the lurid lightning flashing across a
clear sky and a sudden crash of thunder, he pro-
claims the fact that out from Zion Jehovah will
come with the ominous cry as that of a lion who
has his prey well within his grasp. On will go
the sentence of doom and desolation until the
very meadows where the shepherds pasture their
sheep shall wither and Mount Carmel, that
ever verdant peak, “the rich garden ground,”
shall bow down in shame because of its barrenness.
With this one statement hurtling into their
midst, the prophet turns to the nations around

FORTH from the wilderness with heart burn-

about and utters against them a series of oracles.
“These oracles are characterized,” says McFadyen,

“by a fine impressive symmetry. They all begin,

‘Thus saith Jehovah, For three transgressions,
and for four, | will not turn it back." They
then name one sin, as a specimen, out of the

many which justify the doom; then they go on
to describe that doom in
fire—*‘l will send a fire, and it shall devour the
palaces!” There is a certain fierce grandeur
about these successive oracles which march in-
exorably on to the repeated refrain of doom,
and culminate in their surprising and incredible
announcement of the doom of Israel herself. But
the prophet’s audience does not yet know how
they will culminate, and they listen with com-
placency and delight to the anouncement of the
blow that is to annihilate the peoples, one after
another—with all the more complacency, as all
these peoples had been, either in the remote or
recent past, enemies of Israel. To a nation sur-
rounded as she was by enemies on every hand,
no news could be more welcome than their doom
was sealed and certain.”

terms of devouring

In the arraignment the most violent enemy
that Israel had ever had is given its sentence of
judgment first. The opening refrain that accom-
panies all the denunciations, indicates an accu-
mulation of transgressions, “three would be ter-
rible, four are intolerable,” therefore there will
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be no alleviation of the punishment, there will
be no possibility that it will be turned away.
Syria whose capital was Damascus had under the
rule of Hazael committed cruel astrocities in the
war upon the -east-Jordanic tribes with the
objective to exterminate them. For this in-
human conduct saith Jehovah:

“I’ll fling a fire into Hazaels house,

It shall devour Benhadad’s towers;

I'll break the boh of Damascus,

I’ blot out Bikath-Awen’s citizens.”

Not only were they thus to feci the hand of the
destroyer, but as a people they were to be carried
away captive into the land of Assyria.

Passing from the north to the western coast,
the sentence of doom falls upon Philistia. In the
days of Jehoram, king of Judah, they had made
an inroad into that country, devastating even
unto the king’s house and carrying his sons save
the youngest, with other captives to deliver them
to Edom, that bitter foe of Judah. Here they
would not bfi- g-ranted even the mercy of serving
as slaves from which bondage they might at some
time be recovered. They would be ruthlessly
slain with the sword. Thus upon the land of

Philistia and its cities would fall the fire of
judgment.
As Philistia had sinned so had Tyre. Moreover

in the transgression of Tyre was added this ag-
gravation that between them and the kingdoms
of the Hebrews there had been a friendly cove-
nant which had been broken by these transgres-
sions. Furthermore Edom in connection with
both of these countries had been guilty of deeds
of blood which could not be expiated. They had
received captives and had slain them with the
sword:

“He pursued, quenching his own compassion,

And forever he held fast his rage,

He kept up unceasing fury.”

In his capital city’and upon the towers of the
land would fall the fiery doom.

As the ,other nations around about had been
guilty, of deeds of barbarity, Moab and Ammon
likewise had shared in the general cruelty of the
time. Ammon that they might enlarge their own
border had sought to annex the land east of Jor-
dan and waging warfare committed unseemly
acts. Moab had displayed such a deep seated
hatred against the king of Edom that even in
death he held not his person sacred. Thus each
outlying nation stood condemned before Jehovah.

Before continuing with the arraignment of

Judah, we should stop for a moment and con-
sider some of the underlying thoughts suggested
by these words of warning. First we note that
herein Jehovah is regarded as the God of the
nations around about as well as of Israel and
Judea. This was a fundamental truth not gained
from current thought but from a deeper knowl-
edge and understanding of God than the pop-
ular mind possessed. The general belief was
that while Jehovah was God of the Hebrews,
Dagon was God of the Philistines and Baal god
of the Phoenicians. Other nations also had their
own deities. “Amos,” it has been said, “certainly
struck a deathblow at the prevailing ‘monolatry!
which, while admitting the exclusive right of
Jehovah to the service of Israel, recognized the

existence of other gods, with a right to the
service of other nations. It is worthy of note
that he never uses the phrase, ‘the God of
Israel.”  With him ‘the Lord of hosts’ comes

nearly, if not entirely, to stand for the universal
Lord of all creation.” Again it is to be noted
that the sins for which -the nations are
demned are sins against their fellow-men, they
are sins of inhumanity. Not always are they
sins against the people of God, though in most
of the cases they are, but in one instance at
least they are one removed. Yet they fall under
the sentence of divine wrath. Thus early in pro-
phetic teaching we have included the great fact
that our fellow-man has a right to a just regard
and compassionate treatment. This
was beyond the popular conception of the day.
Out in the desert wilds Amos has learned these
great truths regarding God and our relation of
man to man, truths which should echo today
through the depths of every human soul.

con-

moreover

While the prophet was thus denouncing the
sins of the neighboring peoples, the Israelites
gathered for worship no doubt listened with
rapt attention. Moreover they also may have
felt that here indeed had arisen a great prophet.
The Jew in his history has ever seemed to possess
an unseeming delight in the triumph and con-
quest of his enemies. To him the crowning work
of the Messiah would be this victory. While thus
absorbed in the message of the prophet, they list-
ened once more, and now they are startled to
hear the words of denunciation of their sister
nation, Judah. Though amazed, yet they could
not but experience a certain sense of satisfac-
tion to know that Judah also would fall in the
general sentence. This time the occasion is not
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some atrocious deed, but the charge of despising
Jehovah’ law, and of following after strange
gods. Such being the case the very towers of
Jerusalem would fall before the destroying fire.

With Judah condemned, the prophet does not
cease, but once more reiterates the refrain and
announces the certainty of oncoming judgment.
This time, however, it is none other than Israel
herself who is called to answer for her sin and
iniquity. Yea, moreover, it is not one sin, but
many that have filled her cup. They are named
one by one. First is their oppression of the
poor, then their immorality, corruption of justice,
intemperance, and what is more they even car-
ried on their shameless deeds in the house of
their god. As says Pusey, “So this dreadful as-
semblage of cruelty, avarice, malice, mockery of
justice, unnatural debauchery, hard-heartedness,
was doubtless smoothed over to the conscience of
the ten tribes by that most hideous ingredient of
all, that the house of their god was the place of
their purchased revelry. Men do not serve their
idols for nothing: this costly service at Bethel
was not for nought. They did all these things;
but they did something for ‘the Deity’ or ‘nature’
or ‘Asteroth:” and so ‘the Deity’ was to be at
peace with them. Amos, with wonderful irony,
marks the ghastly mixture of sin and worship,
they drank the wine of the amerced—where? in
the house of their God, condemning in five words
their luxury, oppression, perversion of justice,
cruelty, profaneness, unreal service and real apos-
tasy. What hard-heartedness to the wilfully
forgotten poor is compensated by a little church-
going !”

While these sins were grievous enough in them-
selves, yet there was further aggravation in the
fact that for Israel’s sake the Amorites had been
dispossessed from their land, the Amorites who
were a strong people. Nevertheless Jehovah had
driven them out. Furthermore Jehovah had
brought the Israelites up out of the house of
bondage in the land of Egypt and for forty years
had kept His guiding hand upon them during
their wanderings through the wilderness. More-
over He had sent unto them prophets and had
raised up their young men for Nazarites. They
were all witnesses of these things. Yet despite all
this they sought to defile the Nazarites by in-
ducing them to drink wine, and they would seek
to silence the prophets bidding them, “Prophesy
not.” Even though all these blessings had been
vouchsafed unto them, yet they had heeded them

not, now the sentence of doom was upon them
from which there would be no reprieve.

“Then shall vanish the refuge of the swift,

The strong man shall not summon up his

strength,

The archers shall make no stand,

The cavalry shall be no shield,
And the very bravest of all heroes

Naked shall he fly on that day|l

Jehovah has said it!”

With these words which set forth the sin of
Israel as still more grievous because it had re-
pudiated the expression of divine love and care
as well as being iniquitous in its own essence,
and with a closing word of the finality of the
judgment that would follow, Amos concluded his
first message to the northern kingdom. With
what consternation such a message was received
we will learn as we follow his other denunciations
of the sins of the nation.

In reviewing this discourse from the standpoint
of homiletical instruction, we would note first
as mentioned early in the article, its symmetry of
construction.  There is a balance maintained
throughout. Then again we would note the
method of approach. Amos does not at once
with direct and pungent attack denounce the sins
of Israel. He deals with surrounding nations.
He gains the attention and interest of his audi-
ence, he has their assent that Jehovah will pun-
ish sin, then he turns to self-complacent Israel,
and proclaims that they also are sinners. Like
Nathan in the parable before king David, he
receives the consent to the justice of punishment,
and thereupon announces, “Thou art the man.”
In this case, it is “Thou art the .people.” From
this message we learn a lesson of tactful and
forceful approach in a message of condemnation
and judgment. Finally having made the particu-
lar point desired, he concludes for this time to
take up the theme from a different point of view
on another occasion. To carry on a denunciatory
sentence to an excess length often causes it to
lose its force. To stop at some pivotal point
would often leave the mind in a thoughtful
mood.

From the two chapters texts may be chosen.
Hastings in the “Speaker’s Commentary” has
taken the words found in the preface to the
discourse, before the earthquake,”
and in a unique way develops a sermon on the
subject, ‘The Dark Days.” He continues by

“Two vyears
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suggesting how we may deal with these dark
days in life. The refrain that occurs with each
new prophecy might be taken for a text, “for
three transgressions, for four, I will not turn it
back.” The theme could be “The Danger of
Multiplied  Transgression.” On this point
Wofendale comments, “With what patience God
bears with man’s sin! Three transgressions are
followed by a fourth; sin is multiplied by sin

sinners may be sure, that if divine patience lin-
gers, not willing that any should perish, yet their
judgment lingereth not, and their damnation
slumbereth not!” Then the passage in Chapter
2, verses 9-12, as a whole might serve as a text
with the topic deduced, “Religious Advantages
Make Sin the More Grievous.” These religious
advantages as given here might be classified as
special religious opportunities, special guiding
and the privilege of special religious teachers.

HOMILETICAL

before He inflicts punishments; but impenitent
SEEKING THE LORD
By A. B. Harrell
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found,

call ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our
God, for he will abundantly pardon (lsa. 55: 6,
7).

Seek ye the Lord:
4. When?

1. Who? All those who have not been fully
restored to the moral image of God; which they
lost in the fall.

Man lost spiritual life in the fall, for Jesus
said, “l1 am come that men might have life.”
Man lost the Holy Ghost, for Paul said, “Know
ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost?” On the day of Pentecost, they
were all filled with the Holy Ghost.

2. Why? After the fall, man was driven out
of the garden. He was given a promise of a
coming Savior. He came seeking man, and called
on him to, “Come unto me all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.”
Since then man must seek God.

3. How? “Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts.” “If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for-
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

4. When? While He may be found.
the moral distance becomes so great
have no inclination to do so.

Call while He is near. Before we sin so much,
that we will not want to call. Solomon said,
“Because | have called, and ye refused; | have
stretched out my hand, and no man regarded;

1. Who? 2. Why? 3. How?

Before
we will

but ye have set at naught all my counsel, and
would none of my reproof: | will also laugh
at your calamity; | will mock when your fear
cometh” (Prov. 1:24-26).

CHRIST THE SUBJECT OF PREACHING
By J. w.
1 Cor. 1:22-24.
Introductory: The different effects of:
I. The Method of Preaching
1. Preaching is not an appeal to miraculous
signs.
2. Preaching is not the statement of a the-
ological system.
3. Preaching is the wutterance of a simple
fact.
Il. The Subject
1. Christ the manifestation of God.
2. Christ the ideal of humanity.
IIl. The Result
1. An experience of
power.
2. A practical knowledge of His doctrine.

Bost

Text:

Christ’s transforming

SERMON SEED
By T. M. Anderson
Subject: The Gift of the Son
Unto us a Son is given” (lsa. 9:6).
The prophet shows the seven phases of the
purpose for the gift of the Son. These cover the
complete range of the need of man.
l. The Son

Text:

Is Given as a Light

“The people that walk in darkness have seen
a great light: they that dwell in the land of the
shadow of death, hath the light

shined” (v. 2).

upon them
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Compare this with Jno.
Luke 1:78, 79.

1:4, S, Q See also

II. The Son IS Given to Be Our Governor

“The government shall
(v. 6).

be upon his shoulder”

He is to set up a moral government in this

world in the hearts of men. He is to be the
King and spiritual Ruler of our souls. He is to
free us from the power of sin Satan, and the

world, and make us His people. As Governor
He is to rule our lives, control our deeds, master
our affections, and live in our souls.

IIl. His Name Shall Be Called Wonderful

The Son is to give us His name, and to the
wonder of all make us sons of God.

The Son is to give us His wonderful name to
use in prayer.

The Son gives us His wonderful name as
authority and power to perform services.

IV. He IS to Be Our Counsellor

We are to be instructed by the Son
of life.

We are to be made wise by His teachings in the
things of God.

We are to receive counsel at
plexities, and questions of life.

in ways

times of per-

V. The SOX IS the Mighty God

Ail that the Mighty God is by nature the Son
is to be to us.

All the attributes of God arc to be at our dis-
posal. That is, His power, His presence, His
wisdom.

All His virtues and graces are to be ours in the
Son. His love, patience, kindness, long-suffering,
forgiveness, forbearance, every holy way of God
is to support us, comfort, and help us. The Son
is our Mighty God.

VI. He IS the Everlasting Father

Forever are we to be in His Fatherly care,
and sympathy. All that a Father is He shall
prove to be forever.

VII.

He IS the Prince of Peace

We are to have peace from the Author of our
peace. He keeps us in perfect peace. His peace
sustains us and protects us as a guard of soldiers.
We can live in peace, suffer in peace, and die in
peace. With God we have peace, in Christ we
find peace. He shall take us to the home of
peace and rest.

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL
Compiled by J.
Epitaphs
Near the village of Leamington, Warwickshire,
in a small country churchyard connected with a

beautiful ivy-covered church, may be found a
stone on which is this inscription:

Glenn Gouid

“Here lies a miser who lived for himself,
And cared for nothing but gathering pelf.
Now, where he is, or how he fares,

Nobody knows and nobody cares.”

Another epitaph is in St. Paul’s Cathedral in
London. Among the many monuments to Eng-
land’s heroic dead which this building holds is
one which at once arrests attention by its sim-
plicity and beauty. It is a plain sarcophagus on
which rests a recumbent statue of noble presence.
Beneath the figures are these words:

“Sacred to the memory of
General Charles George Gordon,

Who at all times and everywhere gave his strength
to the weak, his substance to the poor, his sym-
pathy to the suffering, his heart to God.”
Was there ever a more beautiful and significant

epitaph?— Youths” Companion.

Be Ye Therefore Perfect

Traversing one night a city street, | was
startled by a sharp clanging above my head.
On looking up, I found myself directly under-
neath a huge clock which was striking the mid-
night hour. | took my watch from my pocket,
and lo! the slender, overlying hands were point-
ing exactly to the hour of twelve. It scarcely
seemed possible that tiny bit of mechanism in my
hand could keep time with the huge machinery
that filled the whole room of the tower; but
the proof was before me, and as | gazed at the
two pairs of hands of such diverse proportions,
| understood as never before that the most insig-
nificant human being needed only to be clean, in
running order, and divinely regulated to keep
time with Divinity itself—to be perfect even as
the Father is perfect— Christian Advocate.

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ

One night in St. Louis, Dwight L. Moody
preached on the Philippian jailer, and the next
morning the Globe-Democrat reported the ser-
mon under a sensational headline, “How the Jailer
at Philippi Was Caught.” A copy of the paper
was carried into the city jail and fell into the
hands of a notorious prisoner named Valentine
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Burke.
words.

The result | condense from Mr. Moody’s

This man was one of the worst characters
known to the St. Louis police. He was about
forty years old at that time, had spent about
twenty years in jail, and was then awaiting trial
on another serious charge. As Burke glanced
over the morning news the headline caught his
eye. Thinking that it was some jail news, he be-
gan to read it. He was so anxious to see how
the jailer was caught. He thought he had once
passed through a town called Philippi, in Illi-
nois, and supposed this was the place referred to.

Every now and then he came across the words,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved.” That text was quoted nine times in
the sermon.

Burke wondered what had happened to the
Globe-Democrat, and looked at the date. It
was that morning’s paper all right. He was dis-
gusted, but he could not shake off that text,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved.” God used it to convict him, and

a sense of his responsibility before God rushed
upon him. There in his cell at midnight he
prayed for the first time in his life. On the fol-

lowing Sunday he talked with the Christian friends
who held service in the jail, and was led into the
light of the gospel.

From that night Burke was a changed man.
For some months after his release he tried to
find work, but no one would take him, knowing
his past history. He went to New York, but was
unsuccessful and returned to St. Louis. One day
Burke received a message from the sheriff that

he was wanted at the courthouse. He obeyed
with a heavy heart. “Some old case they’ve got
against me,” he said, “but if I'm gquilty Il tell

them so. 1ve done lying.”

The sheriff greetly him kindly. “Where have
you been, Burke?” “In New York.” “What
have you been doing there?” “Trying to find an
honest job.” “Have you kept a good grip on
the religion you told me about?” inquired the
sheriff. “Yes,” answered Burke; “l’ve had a
hard time, sheriff, but I haven’t lost my religion.”

“Burke,” said the sheriff, “I have had you
shadowed ever since you left jail. | suspected
your religion was a fraud. But | am convinced

you are sincere, as you'’ve lived an honest life,
and | have sent for you to offer you a deputy-
ship under me. You can begin at once.”

(14)

“Thou shalt love thy Neighbour”

A remarkable illustration of the principle of
loving one’s neighbor as one’s self was once given
bv the great zoologist, Cuvier. He had planned
a scientific work when he learned that another
great zoologist, Louis Agassiz, was making in-
vestigations in the same direction. What did
Cuvier do? Did he go ahead and publish his
book? He did nothing of the kind. He handed
over to Agassiz the sketches he had made and
his memoranda, and begged him to accept and
use them.

That was loving one’s neighbor as one’s self.
The true scientist, in fact, works for truth and
not for himself. If truth is discovered and pro-
claimed, he is happy whoever discovers and pro-
claims it. If the boundary of human knowledge
is extended, he rejoices, whether he is the in-
strument of this extension or another— Christian
Herald.

Modern Prodigals

Once a year the police commissioner of New
York City publishes a list of persons who have
disappeared. Last year nearly four thousand
dropped out of sight. Many were found, yet
there remained at the end of the year seven hun-
dred and twenty-five to be set down as “still
missing.”

What chapters in the book of life this record
holds! From North and East and South and
West, over thousands of miles, the great candle

of the metropolis draws its human moths. They
dance a little while in its light, and some find
places of permanent safety and happiness.
Others, perhaps less w'ise, perhaps only more
tender, are scorched by the flame, drop with
singed wings, and crawl away to hide in the

first dark, friendly corner that presents itself,
And this is but one side of the tragedy. The
other end of the thread leads, it may be, to some
far-off country home, where a chair, still placed
at the table, remains unoccupied, and a name, al-
though never out of mind, remains unspoken.
Police captains in any large city will tell you
of quiet, patient figures that go from station to
station, and from hospital to hospital, asking
their pathetic questions, peering ever hopefully
at prisoner and patient, till at last they bring
themselves to w'alk dow'n the long line of marble
slabs and uncover the face of one after another
of the sheeted figures in the morgue. The police
captains will also tell you that the agony of
these searchers that find at last the thing they
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seek is often less than the suffering of those who
are unsuccessful; who must continue to rise up
in the morning and lie down at night in the aw-
ful shadow of uncertainty.

For many of these recorded as “still missing”
there will be no home-coming. The tide has car-
ried them out and the merciful sea has w'rapped
its mystery about them. But for those who still
live—who remain hidden because of shame or lack
of success, or some fancied wrong or unhappi-
ness in the home they left—how great is the
responsibility 1 Who shall absolve them if they
do not say, “lI will arise and go to my Father”!
— Youth’s Companion.

Transforming Power

Professor Drummond was in the habit of giv-
ing Sunday night talks to a large audience of
students at Edinburgh, and always asked those
who had any moral or spiritual difficulty to write
him about it. One night he read part of a letter

iiNUU

from a medical student who had fallen into deep
sin. As he read the concluding words, which
one who heard it said were weighted with the
hopelessness of a lost soul, Professor Drummond
said, “Gentlemen, if this man had given me his
address | w'ould have come over to Edinburgh
by the next train to see him. | would fain hope
he is here tonight.” And then after telling what
Jesus had done for the penitent woman and what
he would do for the depraved today, he added,
“As | walked through the city this morning, |
noticed a cloud like a pure white bank resting
over the slums. Whence came it? The great sun
had sent down its beams into the city slums, and
the beams had gone among the puddles, and
drawn out of them what they sought, and had
taken it aloft and purified it, and there it was
resting above the city, a cloud as white as snow;
and God can make His saints out of material
equally unfavorable. He can make a white cloud
out of a puddle.”

PRACTICAL

iniiiimiNL

THE MINISTER A PSYCHOLOGIST
By Basit W. Miller
The twentieth century must be credited with
the discovery of psychology.
interest of our yesterdays.
the supernatural,

Theology was the
It gave us God and
and tended to blind our eyes
to the existence and reality of the natural. But
psychology has helped us discover man, and to
build our program upon the abilities and capaci-
ties of man. There is no conflict between psychol-
ogy and theology—between man and God.
They supplement each other. Theology may em-
phasize the divine, and psychology the human;
yet neither denies the worth of the other. At
the outset it is well to understand the distinction
between psychology and theology. The first
studies the natural processes of man’s behavior,
and does not try to tell the story of the super-
natural, while the second deals with the divine
elements. When psychology throws its search-
light upon the human element, the motives, senti-
ments, ideals which go to make up human per-
sonality, it in no way says that these form the

entirety of the religious nature or activities.

The aim in psychological procedure as applied
to a study of religion is to outline the mental re-
actions. It does not affirm that what we can

measure, or define, is the totality of the religious
experiences.

The Nature of Psychology

There are two types of psychology, the theo-
retical or pure, and the applied or practical.
Theoretical psychology has its interest in dis-
covering the nature of mental activities, the func-
tioning of the brain, the origin and development
of consciousness, types of mental functions, the
processes of memory, the power of emotions, the
relation between the physical and the psychical,
etc. It gives us a statement of the fact of con-
sciousness, the ability of turning the mind upon
itself through introspection, the laws of the emo-
tions, etc. As such it has no interest in the apply-
ing of these principles to practical activities.

On the other hand applied psychology has its
interest in relating these principles to the vari-
ous phases of human behavior. Here we find
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the psychology of education, of advertising, psy-
chotherapy, or the application of psychological
laws to the healing of diseases, character psychol-
ogy, mental hygiene, industrial psychology, the
psychology of management, etc. One purchases
books on such subjects as psychology for the
writer, psychology for executives, psychology
for insurance writers, psychology for salesmen,
and as is the case with this book, psychology for
the minister.

The data of psychology are the various phases
of human behavior. Wherever or in whatever
manner man acts psychology finds the materials
with which it constructs its science. The be-
haviorist (and all must recognize that he has con-
tributed to our knowledge of the science), meas-
ures man’s outward acts, while the introspection-
ist turns the mind within itself and notes its
functionings. The mind reacts along various
lines, such as willing, or acts of decision, feeling,
or times when the emotions are working, and
thinking. The psychologist studies the physiolog-
ical basis of the mental system, the brain and
the nervous mechanisms. He notes the out-
ward, or bodily, actions as indications of in-
ward or mental behavior.

As a social being, a religious being, an indus-
trial worker, one with esthetic inclinations, and
in all other phases of one’s interests and life,
the psychologist studies man. It is well to note
that whether man be learning, in or out of
school, or functioning as a member of society,
or appreciating the beauty of art or literature,
or worshiping God through song or prayer or
meditation, the same psychological factors enter
into the diverse experiences. Man’s religious ex-
periences thus are carried out through the same
capacities as are his other life contacts.

In delineating the nature of psychological pro-
cedures one is confronted by the unity of psychi-
cal experiences or activities. This unity is seen,
as noted above, by the fact that there is only one
set of psychological capacities. The mind is a
unit and thus reacts in whatever lines are neces-
sary. It has no “faculties,” as we were taught
at the beginning of the last twenty years. It is

not divided into compartments which function
separately, as will, thought, feeling. Nor has it
Structures as the body. It has functions, capaci-

ties and lines along which it can work. We can
better view psychological processes if we look
at the mind as a vast telephonic exchange system,
connections existing between its some ten billion

neurones. We do not train the mind to remem-
ber by training a faculty of memory, as we would
an arm to be strong. But we train the mind in
separate acts of memory.

It is also well to bear in mind that a psychical
cause must precede every psychical act. When
the mind thinks, activities of a mental nature
must cause this thought. Out of the entirety of
the mind, the subconscious and the conscious fac-
tors, these mental functions arise with definite
mental causes.

The conclusions of this science form its laws,
principles or technics. When the psychologist
turns to advertising he discovers certain methods
of attracting attention, the size of the advertise-
ment best suited for the average group. When
he studies learning among adolescents he states
those methods or modes by which the adolescent
may learn to the greatest advantage. Likewise
when he turns his attention to the problems of
the minister he aims to discover those technics
which will assist in a practical manner the min-
ister in his duties. Since psychology can be
defined as the science of human hehavior, or a
study of the mind in all its functions, or of
personality, then its findings or conclusions are
of vital interest to the minister.

The Task of the Minister

The data of the minister and of the psycholo-
gist are the same, the human personality in all its
lines of behavior. The psychologist studies the
mental life as working out in behavior; the min-
ister has for his task the influencing of behavior
for the rightt He must work through the same
mental mechanisms and use the same technics as
the psychologist. We see then the vital contact
between these two. Every minister should be a
psychologist, in that he may know better how to
influence behavior, to form character, to develop
personality in all its ramifications.

More especially the minister has for his task
the development of one’s religious activities, or
the production of religious experiences. He must
know how to lead one into the deeper activities
of the Christian life. He is a specialist along the
lines of character formation. He sets ideals for
youth to follow. From the human standpoint
his is the molding of religious sentiments.

The minister develops the worship attitude and
technic. Men must be taught how to worship as
they are taught how to study. In the pulpit he
guides the worship program of every
He selects such songs as will determine the line

service.
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of thought for the service. In the public pray-
ers, whether by himself or another, his aim
should be to create an atmosphere of worship.
His sermons, while holding out attainable ideals,
serve to build up a worshipful experience for
the congregation.

Again, the work of the ministry is to develop
religious sentiments, attitudes and ideals, all of
which fall within the province of psychology.
The minister must know how to mold religious
sentiment in the community. He establishes atti-
tudes toward sin and righteousness, political
graft and social immorality. The ideals which
he fosters are to be the highest in the realm of
character formation. He desires to build up
such sentiments and attitudes toward Christ
and the program of the Church that men will
accept the gospel as their plan of life, that they
will follow Jesus as their Lord and Master.

Finally it is to be seen that not only does he
create attitudes and ideals, but the successful
minister seeks to develop religious actions which
are motivated by such ideals and sentiments. First
there must come the sentiments to be fostered,
the ideals to be achieved, the attitudes to be
worked out, but the program is completed only
when character is formed, religious lives are lived,
and worship becomes more than a mere technic,
but a living reality through which one comes
into contact with the divine.

The Minister and the Technics of Psychology

Hence it is seen that the work of the ministry
has much in common with the phases of psychol-
ogy. First the data with which he works are
those phases of human behavior which are related
to the religious life. The religious life, rightly
understood, has contacts with every part of one’s
life. The religious sentiments must be function-
ing in the business, the social, the educational
life, as well as in those activities of a more spe-
cialized religious nature, such as prayer, worship,
etc.

Second, the findings of psychology facilitate the
minister in carrying forward his work. If the
psychologist says that the lesson material must
be graded to the capacity of the child, then the
minister can well heed this, and use graded les-
sons in giving religious instruction. Where the
psychologist affirms that the emotions are the
springs of life's greatest blessings, the minister
should give a place for the emotional appeals.
If psychology outlines the technics by which
advertising can be made forceful, then let the

minister use these principles. Where psychology
has laid down the laws of suggestion, if the min-
ister wishes to bury a suggestion in the mind of
the congregation which shall spring into action,
let him follow the laws of suggestion to do so
most advantageously.

Finally, the technics of changing behavior, as
character psychology has discovered them, should
be used by the minister when he wishes to alter
conduct. It must be remembered that we are not
substituting this for the actions of grace, or of
God, but we are discussing the human phases
entering into the process. Imitation, if rightly
used, can assist in the production of character
changes. Suggestion is also powerful. A proper
environment is likewise forceful. Wherever the
psychologist has discovered such principles the
minister should be most anxious to put them
into practice.

Success and Use of Psychology

Let it be understood that there are certain
divine elements that no amount of psychology
can ever be a substitute for. The danger in any
psychological study of the problems of the pastor
is that one will be led to think that psychology is
a cure-all for all character problems, and an an-
tidote for all moral evils, and that its laws can
take the place of the divine in our programs of
worship and service. This is the position of the
new religion of humanism, which denies the
divine in religion, and makes it all human.
When psychology becomes the program of the
minister, then his religion is that of humanism,
which affirms that there are no divine elements
entering into the religious experience. Carry with
you, fellow-minister, your theology into this
psychological study. For without it your pro-
gram will be that of humanism. We refer only
to the human elements; and let your theology
furnish the divine. The two supplement each
other.

The minister's success depends upon the cor-
rect use of religious appeals. He appeals to the
conscience. He appeals to the urges and drives
which result in successful, full and complete life.
He calls upon the emotions to furnish the driv-
ing power for certain acts of life. Then there
must also be the intellectual appeal. Among
some congregations the strongest appeal is the
emotional one. Others want an intellectual pro-
gram. Some are satisfied only when their reli-
gion becomes one of activity, or service. The
happy combination is made up of all three. Let

Ministerial
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there be emotion, strong tides of feeling, senti-
ments which will surge through congregations;
but with it give an intellectual basis. The min-
ister should feci that his work is complete only
when it results in life, activity. But our point is
that to be successful the minister must properly
use these psychological appeals to attain the end
of his work.

Success, moreover, is achieved through a
proper religious atmosphere. Where the atmos-
phere of the service is that of coldness, no sym-
pathy, no heartfelt emotional urges, the work of
the minister lowers itself into that of conducting a
lyceum program. Every unit of the church activ-
ity for each service must create a proper religious
atmosphere. For instance the hymns should be
selected in such a manner as to faster the religious
appeal. The reading of Scripture, the public
prayer, the sentiment of the sermon, the bene-
diction should unite in creating that religious,
worshipful atmosphere, so that when one leaves
he will feel that he has been in contact with the
divine. This uniting of varied elements of the
program psychology can show the minister the
best methods for so doing.

We are discovering that every individual differs
radically from others. In our school programs
we are beginning to give a place for such indi-
vidual differences. The pastor who will serve his
congregation the best will be the one who will
understand these differences, and will build his
program around them. Every minister knows
that there are certain things he cannot say in his
pulpit, for fear of offending someone. While
the very things which would offend some, would
greatly please others. Each minister finds that
spme members of the congregations like for the
program to be builded upon an intellectual ap-

peal, with the emotional elements completely
submerged. With others unless there is a dom-
inance of the emotional, the service is called a

failure. Some of the popular religious move-
ments have builded their appeals only upon the

emotions, and all those who attend are high-
strung in their emotional nature. At this point
the principle of individual differences, as laid

down by the psychologist, comes to the aid of the
minister.

The creation of attention is purely a psycho-
logical procedure. Whether or not one realizes it,
if he will follow certain principles he will gain
and hold the attention of the congregation, and
let him violate those laws, and he will “lose”

his congregation. The ability to unify a con-
gregation in its thinking is basic to the achieve-
ment of a successful appeal to it. The laws of
suggestion tell you how to do this. We thus see
that whether we realize it or not, every successful
minister at 'heart must be a shrewd psychologist.
Take Moody, for instance, who in his handling
of a congregation was unexcelled, though he had
never studied psychology. Still naturally he ap-
plied the laws from the human standpoint which
the psychologist has discovered. Let us not fail
to remember that with that ability there was
the divine element.

Psychology and the Minister’s Work with

Abnormal Persons and E xperiences

Some experiences are purely normal, as also
are some minds. When dealing with these the
work of the minister, from the psychological
standpoint, is that of keeping them normal. He
is then dealing with mental hygiene. He is in-
structing the individual in the art of being a
normal religious person. He is like the doctor
one goes to see when he is well, seeking advice
as to how to remain well. These persons do not
cause the minister a great deal of anxiety. It is
the large group of abnormal ones about whom he
worries. Let us note some of these abnormalities.

Some persons hold belief abnormalities.
They stress one element of truth to the utter
exclusion of others. Some are obsessed with
certain beliefs, such as the feeling that they are
utterly cast off from God, and that there is no
approach to Him. This is very common among
religious abnormalities. Some types of insanity
center around this belief, though specialists in
these nervous disorders avow that the type of
belief has nothing to do at all in the production
of the insanity. Some have obsessions of fear
of a religious nature, and all their Christian activ-
ities are thereby paralyzed.

We have long recognized that there are con-
version abnormalities, where one is taught to
think of conversion as a highly emotional experi-
ence, attended by characteristic irregularities,
fainting spells, muscular contractions, the speak-
ing in tongues, etc. The work then of the minis-
ter becomes one of a specialist, who will be able
to lead the individual from the abnormality to
the normal experience, and point out the danger-
ous trends.

Starbuck in his early work on the psychology
of religion pointed out a type of false sanctifi-
cation, where the experience of consecration and

(18)
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submission to God’s will was not perfect, or com-
plete, and the life was not an example of purity
and righteousness. These abnormalities are varia-
tions from the standard experience and are to be
shunned. But the question is, how can the min-
ister lead the individual to the normal experience,
once the abnormal has gained control? Here
the preacher becomes a psychologist, and follows
the principles of psychiatry, or abnormal psy-
chology.

What we call “new psychology” makes much
of complexes, which simply means that an idea
or force is lodged in the unconscious mind until
it gathers a sufficient number of similar ideas
around it, and gradually becomes a controlling
factor in one's life. The pastor will discover
many among his people who are dominated by
complexes. Some of these have the superiority
complex, others the inferiority, some the sex
complex, to whom everything is sex, still others
have the fear complex, and on through the list.
When he faces these abnormalities, at once he

and must employ
He must learn how

becomes a new psychologist,
the technics of the science.

to make this unconscious force conscious, how to
sublimate a lower type of urge into a higher, etc.
We thus see that among all types of religious
abnormalities, the minister becomes a psychologist,
using the tools of that science in the interests of
his religious activities.
Program Builded on

M inister’s Psycho-

logical Basis

W hether the minister is building a worship pro-
gram from the human standpoint, or leading
growing persons into an experience of fellow-
ship with Jesus, his work must proceed along
psychological lines. When he appeals to the con-
gregation through public speaking, he must use
those principles of good speech which will make
his work effective. When advertising he must
do so as to attract those who are outside of his
regular congregation to his services. His laws
will be found to be those of the psychology of
advertising. If he functions as an executive, his
work will be identical with that of the man-
ager of a business concern, and he will follow
“the strategy of handling men.” Where the min-
ister becomes pastor and administers spiritual
consolation and comfort to the sick and defec-
tive of the parish he will be led to note a
great similarity between his work and that of the

wise physician, when he employs the principles
of psychotherapy.

As long as religion resides in human person-
alities the minister must be a psychologist. One
could well say that there is nothing of psychology
foreign to the work of the minister, whether he
functions as preacher, pastor, or executive.

The supreme work of the minister as a psychol-
ogist is found in that he must build his program
upon good will entirely. The teacher can use
coercion in his work as a psychologist. The sales-
man works through the force of financial gain.
The executive can dictate his policies and prin-
ciples. But the minister must build up good
will to enforce or carry out his program. Men
work with him in building the program of the
church as members of his cabinet, or official
board, purely because of this good will, or desire
to serve. His teachers are not paid, but his
policy of good will has aroused their desire to
so labor. The creation of this good will is a psy-
chological problem.

Psychology and Theology

In conclusion let us state the difference be-
tween psychology and theology. Psychology, as
we have noted, deals with the human, the meas-
urable elements. It does not say that these
human elements are all that go to compose the
religious experience. It shows us how to build
the religious experiences from the angle of human

activities. It rightly does not purport to be
the entire process. In such matters as prayer,
conversion, etc., it recognizes that there are
other factors, surely of a divine nature, which

enter in.

On the other hand theology deals with the
facts of religion as they have been revealed in
the Scripture. Theology believes in the exist-
ence of God because revelation states that God
is, while psychology posits His existence purely
from the reality of man’s need of God. Theo-
logy says that supernaturalism is true because
the Bible avows such, while psychology, empha-
sizing the natural in all the phenomena of human
experience, calls for the supernatural only in
those places where naturalistic explanations are
insufficient.

Hence psychology and theology are reconcil-
able. They are both factors of the same process.
Psychology states the human elements entering
into man’s experience, while theology delineates
the divine elements found therein.
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GIVE ATTENTION TO READING
By W. G. Schurman

ing of a book written by Wimberly on “Bea-

con Lights of Faith.” | was also much blessed
by reading the “Life of Rev. P. F. Bresee,” by Dr.
A. M. Hills. Dr. Hills’ booklet contains only 96
pages, paper cover, and costs the small sum of
25c. It should be read throughout our denomina-
tion until every member becomes thoroughly fa-
miliar with the life of the founder of our church.
Every preacher ought to send for a number of
copies, as many as his church needs, and get this
good book into every home, and | was wishing
that some similar method might be followed with
reference to Rev. Wimberly's book, i. e.,, a paper
covered edition, selling for from 20c to 25c,
each book dealing with the life of one of the
heroes of Mr. Wimberly’s book. It would be a
source of information to every lay member as to
the outstanding characteristics in the life of such
men as Wesley, Mueller, Savonarola, Luther, and
other “Beacon Lights of Faith.” It could not
help but be a great blessing to the reader, and
it seems to me that with the aid of the pastors,
w'ould be a great money-maker for the Publish-
ing House. For years | have been convinced that
something should be done about supplying our
people with paper covered books and booklets at
such a price as would put within the reach of
all of our people these good books. | shall be
happy indeed when that day approaches when
there is a union between our pastors and the
Publishing House which is bound to result in so
much good. If one thousand of our preachers
would write in to the Publishing House asking for
such booklets, | believe it would be certainly
something that would fill a long-felt want by our
people.

IWAS very much helped recently by the read-

The Right Spirit

I recently received a Christmas card from a
young man who attended the Sunday school
class in the old Hudson, N. H., M. E. Church,
of which 1| was teacher, that brought to my
mind the early days of my Christian life, before
| became acquainted with the holiness movement.
| told in a previous article about working for the
W. D. Brackett Shoe Company in Nashua, N. H.
| immediately took up membership with the M.
E. church in the little town across the Merrimac
River in Hudson. The big church in the city
did not appeal to me, first because they were

seemingly so very worldly, and second, because
there did not seem to be any place where | could
fit in and do much for the Lord. There was a
little struggling church on the other side of the
river that needed help, and the pastor urged me
to unite. My chum and roommate, who is now
an M. E. pastor in New Hampshire, attended the
church with me. They heated the building with
wood. They had no prayermeeting in the church,
and | was very soon elected on the church board
and suggested having prayermeetings. Their ar-
gument against the prayermeeting was that they
could not afford to pay a janitor much money,
and as the wood had to be sawed before it went
into the furnace, they did not w-ant to go to any
extra expense. Impulsively, I immediately offered
to do the work of janitor and heat the church
for every religious service they conducted, with
the understanding that for all the suppers, fairs,
festivals and “shindigs” in which they indulged,
someone else would have to cut the wood and
heat the church.

They took me up on it very quickly, so | be-
came duly appointed janitor of said church. A
crowd of youngsters known as the Merrimac
Bridge gang, but shortened by me to “The Dirty
Dozen,” presented promising material for a Sun-
day school class. | succceded in getting four-
teen or fifteen boys and organizing them into a
class, which | taught for two years, and they
professed to think a great deal of me. They were
not overly enthusiastic about religion but did
give me their good attention during the thirty-
five minutes | taught them. | offered a prize to
the one who would come for six months without
missing a Sunday. Only one fellow made good,
and | remember going to the jeweler and buying
him a gold ring and presenting it to him before
the class as an inducement to the other scholars
to attend more regularly, but he was suspicious
of such a present and went to a jeweler in town
and had the ring examined as to its worth. The
jeweler informed him that it was genuine and
named the price which he considered the ring
worth. It so surprised the young man that |
had not fooled him that he became my staunchest
friend, and his boosting for me as being a reg-
ular fellow gave the boys a more kindly feeling
toward the “religious nut” who conducted the
Sunday school class at the M. E. church.

I held this class, as |
years when |
Ghost,

said, for about two
received the baptism of the Holy

and went to the holiness mission in the
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city of Nashua. As | look back I
that | acted wisely. The pastor of the church
came to me personally and pleaded with me that

am not sure

if 1 could not see my way clear to attend the
services and listen to him preach | at least would
continue to hold the class of boys, for he said
that when | was away they would come around
the door at the Sunday sdiool hour and look in,
and then go away like sheep without a shepherd.
I think if I had it all to do over again | would
have stuck by them, and yet there seemed to be
such little gospel preached by those men who
have gone to their reward long ago that my
soul was hungry to go out and accomplish some-
thing for God. A number of those boys made
good and | am sure | am not boasting when I
say 1 think | helped them to see that there was
something better than hanging around the corner
and smoking cigarettes and raising mischief in
general. One of the boys is in business for him-
self, another is the cashier of a bank in the city

of Nashua, N. H.; there were two or three
Catholic boys among them but I lost track of
them when | started preaching in the little

holiness mission.

Shortly after that we were led to ask for our
church letters, and Mrs. Schurman and | went
up to the parsonage one night and told the
pastor that we felt we wanted to worship with
the holiness people. He granted them very
courteously and asked us to join hands with
him and his wife while they sang, “Blest be the
tie that binds.” Somehow we felt that the hymn
was not appropriate. It is true we were profess-
ing to worship the same Christ, but it did not
seem as though our hearts were bound very close-
ly, and yet | felt at the time that | was doing
the will of God. | am not sure at this time but

what | did the right thing. The church owed
me a year’s salary for janitor work and |
handed the pastor that night a receipted bill.
Many of those people thought I was too reli-

gious and over-zealous, but they never could say
that | did not contribute liberally to the church,
and when the pastor told the church board that
I had handed him a receipt in full it brought
forth many Kkind expressions from those people
who could not understand why my religion did
not permit me to indulge in suppers, fairs, fes-
tivals, minstrels and such like. | often wonder
what would have become of me had | stayed
with them. It is barely possible I would have
been without God tonight, and one thing is

(21)

sure | would never have been in the ministry.
took but | wonder
it just a little dif-

to my knowledge,

I do not regret the step |
if 1 could not have done
ferently. That church had,
pronounced Unitarians, Universalists and Chris-
tian Scientists among its members. | never saw
anything in the lives of many of those people
to make me believe that they had ever met the
Lord. They loved the world, and the things of
the world. My soul was on fire for God and the
salvation of men. They did not support the pas-
tor, to my knowledge. | was Sunday school
superintendent, president of the Epworth League
and district steward. | went out from home to
home the last month of the church year and
solicited from the members money to pay the
pastor’s salary. He was to receive $500 a year
and the parsonage, and at the end of eleven
months they were $268 behind in his salary. No
appeal could be made to them from the stand-
point of consecration and when they gave money
they gave grudgingly. Most of them have gone
to their reward. A few remain. We will meet
them at the judgment. While the Lord may not
approve of all my actions, I am sure He will be
bound to say if the course | pursued was not best,
it was attributable to my head rather than my
heart.

| loved God. Nothing would turn me back in
those days. 1 would take issue with my own
father and mother or the preacher as quickly as
1 would with a stranger. God had saved me—
saved me from some habits which would have
ruined me long ere this, and | have never know-
ingly shown the white feather since the night
God saved me to the present time. The only
thing that arises is the question of my spirit.

The lodgeroom was a menace to the church
in -that town. There was a lodge meeting every
night except Saturday and Sunday in the town
hall, and our poor church could not even have
a supper, to say nothing of a revival meeting,
if it conflicted with the program of the lodge.
| opposed it and fought it; | hated it; | de-
nounced it publicly and privately, | could see
it was a cancer eating into the vitals of the
church, and 1 denounced it in words of no uncer-
tain sound. Of course it made enemies. They
would take the children from our Sunday school
and rehearse them Sunday afternoons for some
play that they were putting on to raise funds for
the lodge. | cried out against it in the church
services.
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When God sanctified me He reminded me of
some of these things, and | remember going to
the head of the lodge and saying something like
this, “God has sanctified my soul, and 1 feel
that I want to come and say something to you
men because of what | have said. Not that |
have any condemnation for saying what | did
for 1 still feel that I was right, but God has
shown me that my spirit was not good and that
| have not manifested Him to you people in some
of my speeches that | have made against the
lodge.” You never saw such nervous people in
your life. They did not want to talk to me.
They said, “That’s all right, Mr. Schurman, we
forgive you if that will make you feel better,”
but you never saw people so anxious to get away.
I look forward to the judgment when we shall
stand before the King and give an account of
our stewardship, and again | repeat that I am
not fearful of the result in that day even though,
as | look back, I wonder why I could not have
shown more wisdom in dealing with these prob-
lems. “A soft answer turneth away, wrath, but
grievous words stir up anger.”
indeed, who know's when to fight and when to
gracefully retire from the fray.

I am not trying to tell anyone how to do it,
but after being in the way for over thirty years,
and observing the different tactics of different
Christian workers, I am convinced in my own
mind that the only way to judge a Christian
man or woman is by the spirit he manifests, and
to manifest the spirit of Christ always, under
every circumstance, is something that any Chris-
tian might well covet. | do not know it all, but
| have learned some things.

It is a wise man,

Was it not the Better Way?

A man came to me in the early days of my
ministry in Chicago First church, and said, “It
does not seem as though | am going to be able
to worship with you. You do not seem to give
my w'ife the opportunity to carry on her work
as in years gone by.” | tried to show him where
I wanted to help both him and his wife, but
every so often he would come to me with a griev-
ance. At last I took him by himself and said,
“Now my brother, | believe you are a good man,
| believe you have good religion, but | do not
believe you will ever be able to work with me.
I w'ould advise you and your wife to take your
letter and unite with another Church of the
Nazarene in this city and let us be friends. Go
where you think you can work and do the most

good, and we will pray the blessing of God to
follow you.” They did so. He has gone on to his
reward but long before he left this world it was
proved that my course was a wise one. He was
my friend until death. Many the time | have
gone to his home and sat down to a fine table
that, was groaning under the good things pro-
vided by him and cooked by his good wife.
Why fuss with men because they cannot work
with you? Why say that they are backslidden
or have no religion because they cannot seem
to yoke up with you? A thousand times better
to have him working for God and be your
friend while the member of another society than
to be continually irritated and eventually turn
out to be your enemy in your own congregation.

Community Interests

A number of preachers have asked my opinion
about taking an active part in community in-
terests, such as Ministerial Associations, Y. M.
C. A, Union Thanksgiving services and such like.
1 think much depends upon the caliber of the
men who dominate the life of the community. |
preached once for a Y. M. C. A. crowd in New
England, and that was the last chance | ever had.
I held a number of noonday meetings in another
Y. M. C. A. building with the commendation of
the secretary but the “powers that be” made it
very clear that Mr. Schurman got too personal
in his dealings with men. My services were re-
quired no longer. In the local Y. M. C. A., where
I now reside, one of the best friends | have is
the secretary. No finer crowd of pastors ever
lived than those composing the Englewood Min-
isterial Association. | had the privilege of be-
ing president of the said Ministerial Association
in Englewood for two or three years and they
always extended to me the greatest courtesy.

Our local church always takes part in the
union Thanksgiving service, and the Englewood
Preachers’ Association has a “Watch at the Cross
Service" on Good Friday from 12:00 o’clock noon
till three o’clock in the afternoon, and one year
the Vaughan Radio Quartet did the singing. We
believe that Chicago First church has the respect
of every other church in the community, but this
Englewood Ministerial Association is not domin-
ated by Unitarians, Universalists and such like.
While the door is open for all, I do not know of
any that attend except evangelical preachers, and
a finer body of men cannot be found anywhere.
I have heard of places where this Unitarian ele-
ment predominated, but I have never, knowingly,
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sat on the same platform in a religious service
with a man who denies that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God, nor do | think | ever will unless the
Lord brings me to see differently from what I
do tonight.

If We Fail What Then

A careful perusal of the newspapers reveals
the fact that Russia is sending her communistic
missionaries to China, and filling their minds with
their pernicious teaching. | am made to feel that
if Christian missionaries do not evangelize these
heathen nations, these heathen nations will, in
turn, be a very costly proposition to Christendom.
The Church of Jesus Christ, in her failure to
present Him to these darkened nations will yet,
| fear, pay dearly for their neglect, just as the
failure of the home church to evangelize our own
country and be a spiritual melting pot for the
great influx of emigrants, now pays millions of
dollars to fight crime prevailing generally among
this alien element. Think it over, pastors, and
then ask yourself if you think the Church of
Jesus Christ is top-heavy on missions.

Ready for His Coming Again

In looking over a preacher’s library recently,
1 found a number of books with names in them
other than the pastor’s, and asked him how he
happened to have them. He frankly told me that
they were borrowed books that had not been re-
turned, but said, “Brother Schurman, how about
your library—haven you got some?” | said,
“l think not. | think there are very few books
in my library but what are my own.” One day
while rearranging them, to my surprise | found
over 23 books in my library that did not belong
to me. Needless to say, | laid them aside and
got them back to their owners as quickly as
possible. How about you, brother pastor? How
many books have you in your library that have
been borrowed from someone else? | wonder if
you have any of mine? If so, kindly return them.
Let us do our best to get these books into the
hands of. their, rightful owners during 1931. The
Lord .may come this year.

Examining a Candidate for Church

M embership
I never saw the Statue of Liberty but once,
and that was from a distance, but as | looked
at it, | interrogated it as to its eligibility for
membership in the Church of the Nazarene. |
said, “Do you use tobacco?” and it seemed to

answer “No.” “Do you drink home brew?” “No.”
“Do you belong to a lodge?” “No.” “Are your
robes unbecoming a Christian?” It seemed to
say “No.” “Do you rouge your cheeks or use
lipsticks? Do you wear beads? Do you you
wear flesh colored hose? Is your hair bobbed?”
It seemed to meet me with the proper answer to
every question | asked. But though it seemed
to meet every requirement as per the standard
held up by some holiness preachers, | still hesi-
tated giving it the right hand of fellowship. |
found that the Statue of Liberty never attended
prayermeeting and stayed out nights; its excuse
was that it was there to give light to those in
darkness. | awaked instantly to the fact that
the religion of Jesus Christ was not made up of
negations. The statue qualified in every one of
those, but it had no life, and |I remember that
the Scriptures did not say that we should hate
everything that hurts our cause but “Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with
all thy soul, \vith all thy mind and with all thy
strength, and thy neighbour as thyself.” On
these two commandments hang all the law and
the prophets.” As the Statue of Liberty could
not qualify along these lines, she is still out in
the cold, and though possessing many of the
qualities that good Nazarenes possess, she is
still ineligible for membership. Think this over,
brethren of the membership committee.

Remarkable Conversions

Mrs. Carrie Sloan is conducting evangelistic
meetings at the Woodlawn Church of the Naza-
rene at this writing. She reminded me the other
day that it was at the Lynn church in Massa-
chusetts during my pastorate that she held her
first evangelistic meeting in New England, and
the law of association made me remember a very
remarkable conversion that took place during her
meeting in that city. Jack— was a shoe cutter
and advanced to the foremanship in the cutting
room of one of the factories in Lynn. For some
reason his wife left him and it so affected him
that he went to drinking. In those days there
were seven saloons in five blocks on Union Street.
Poor Jack! he visited them so frequently that
he lost his job and became what they called, in
those days, “an old rounder.” We got acquainted
with him first at one of our street meetings
held at the corner of Pearl and Union Streets. |
think it wfas around Christmas time—at any rate
1 know the weather was cold and chilly—I was
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walking down Union Street about half past one
in the afternoon and met Jack. He asked for a
dime. | refused to give it to him but invited
him to our home. Told him we would give him
some hot coffee, which would do him much
more good than whisky, and that we had the
most wonderful woman preacher at our church
that it had ever been our privilege to hear and

we wanted him to come and listen to her
preach.
To our surprise he accepted our invitation

and we took him home to the parsonage and
Mrs, Schurman brewed him some coffce. [If |
remember correctly he did not eat anything but
drank, 1 think, three cups of coffee. We then
told him if he would take a bath we would
supply him with some of our old underwear and
pants and a coat, so he could come to church.
He agreed and we took him upstairs, filled the
tub with good warm water, lots of soapsuds and
told him to help himself. He went at it like a
good fellow and gave himself a thorough cleaning
and we fitted him out in the clean, but second-
hand clothing that we were able to contribute
at that time. | noted his body covered with
sores. | took him over to the service which
had just started and sat him down near the
register where it was warm. Myv little hoy came
over to the church and told me that mama
wanted me, and | went out the back door and
into the parsonage. She took me upstairs to the
bathroom, and such a sight.. The little mat on
the floor was covered with lice; there were lice
all over the place. We remember wrapping the
mat up in paper and taking it downstairs and
putting it in the furnace. We then went to the
drug store and got two sulphur candles and dis-
infected the room and we had about made up
our minds that we would never get interested
again in another tramp as long as we lived, but
while we were cleaning out the bathroom and
making it habitable again, Sister Crowe, for that
was her name then, was preaching and laughing
and shouting and crying in the afternoon service,
and Jack went forward for prayers.

Of course we did not take much stock in it.
We figured that was about the thing he would do
anyway. We had given him some good strong
coffee, some clean, warm underwear, and a suit
of clothes that were much better than the ones
we had burned, and naturally we expected that
he thought to repay us and would go forward

for prayers. We never dreamed that it would

amount to anything. Yet underneath all of our
doubt there was a hope that he might find the
Lord. He did not give much evidence of touch-
ing the hem of His garment. The reader would
not look upon him as a very promising convert,
but from that hour until the day he died he never
took a drink, and never used tobacco. He was
no longer a tramp, but abuse and exposure to the
elements had made him a physical wreck, and
he lived on the bounty of friends of former days
and the church folks who would give him a little
assistance.

Shortly after this we went to Haverhill, Mass.,
leaving the Lynn pastorate for the Church of
the Nazarene in that city, and one day on arriv-
ing at the transfer station in Lynn, whom did we
see but our old friend Jack—, sitting in the
waiting room with a cane in his hand. He labo-
riously rose to his feet and greeted us, and we
said, “Jack, how are you getting along?” He
said, “God still saves me.” Rufe Green was the
officer who hung around Central Park and he
knew Jack as “an old rounder"” in that section
of the city. He is said to have made the remark
that if the Church of the Nazarene never did
anything else but get old Jack straightened out
and made a sober man of him it had a right to a
place in the sun. | asked Jack where he was liv-
ing and he told me that he lived on Andrews
Street, and anyone reading this article who is
familiar with  Lynn ‘'will retmernber Andrews
Street as one of the undesirable thoroughfares of
that day, but in the midst of squalor, wretched-
ness, drunkenness and vice, Jack never went back
to his drink or his tobacco.

His is one of the outstanding conversions of
my ministry. While our faith was not large,
God smiled upon our works and blessed our
efforts to make a human derelict a little more
comfortable. We expect to meet him at the East-
ern Gate and shout with him the merits of aton-
ing blood.

That incident reminds me of another striking
conversion, or shall | say reclamation. This fel-
low was an old man; | have even forgotten his
name. Some of the people in Haverhill will
probably recall it if they happen to read this
article. 1 think this man once professed religion
and | have it in my mind that he was once a
member of the church of which C. J. Fowler
was pastor. One arm was partly paralyzed. He
had drunk himself into poverty, and | think his
wife died with a broken heart. He used to hang
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around Hannah Dustin Park, near the city hall,
opposite the Church of the Nazarenc, and sun
himself during the day and pick up what help
he could get from people who pitied him. |
do not know' how he happened to come into our
church that night, but | was preaching on
Christ, the Friend of Sinners.” The
anointing of God was on me that night, and I
preached and exhorted as the tears rained down
my cheeks. We tried to describe the palsied
man, and remember making the statement that
someone had said that this man in Scripture whom
Jesus Christ cured of the palsy had probably
brought on his own wretchedness by excesses in
living. | pictured the poor wretch, unable to
move hand or foot, and his wife whom he had
blighted, cursed and diseased standing by the
hour over the washtub, and also ministering to
his needs. | went on to say that a consultation
of doctors had perhaps met that morning and
advised him that he w'ould never arise from his
bed, and then the thought of going out to meet
God and give an account of his wretched life as
he stood at the judgment bar began to trouble
him.

“Jesus

It seems that my mental picture was so near
the particulars in this poor man’ life that he
wept bitterly at the remembrance of it, and
among a number of others hobbled his way for-
ward and knelt at an altar of prayer. At first
we did not get very enthusiastic over his appear-
ance at the altar. There was not much to him
anyway, and even if God did save him, he never
would amount to much for God. He was an
outcast and the community w'ould not get enthu-
siastic over his coming to an altar of prayer.
1 have had many a man kneel at an altar of
prayer and profess religion for the sake of get-
ting 25c at the close of the service to spend for
rum. But this poor man asked for nothing but
mercy.

He arose to his feet; hooked his cane on his
palsied arm and falteringlv gave his testimony
that God had restored to him the joy of His
salvation. He never was able to work much;
the church helped him some and friends con-
tinued to pity him and provide for him, and we
lived in Haverhill long enough to bury him
ere we moved to the Middle West. But from
the night he knelt at the altar to the day he
died he was a living example of what the grace
of Jesus Christ could do for a poor, broken piece
of humanity.

That, in turn, reminds me of another striking
example in the church at Chicago. After being
pastor for eight years, | conceived the idea of
putting on a revival campaign using what talent
| could secure musically, and doing my own
preaching. One of our men w'hile on the Elevated
on his way to work invited a man to come to
church. The man came and gave his heart to
God, and he in turn began to live the Christ life
in the shop where he was working, and it at-
tracted the attention of a Polish Catholic man,
who observed the strange change in his life,
inquiring why he refused to do certain things
and why he seemed to be so different, the new
convert gave his testimony, and told how he had
been to the Church of the Nazarene and God had
saved him.

The other man’s heart,
was, was hungering for something in religion
that was real. He tells in his testimony that he
had purchased a bungalow on the South Side
with the intention of making bootleg whiskey in
the basement, and had succeeded in making a
number of payments on his home through this
illegal business, but the heart hunger for peace
got the best of him and he came to the service.
1 will never forget the night he appeared in our
church for the first time, and how at the close
of the service he came to the altar and in his
broken English asked God to forgive him and
save him, and God did save him. Then he
sought God for holiness and God sanctified him.
He then got his wife interested, and she came
to the meetings and came forward for prayers.
He was only a poor wage earner, and w'ith his
income greatly depleted by giving up his home
brew business he was unable to meet his pay-
ments and lost his home and everything he had
put into it.

Catholic though he

This affected his wife, who urged him to give
up his religion and keep his home, but this he
steadfastly refused to do, moving into a cheaper
apartment but continuing to declare his faith
in God. He never misses a service; he is pres-
ent at every pravermeeting. While he is able to
speak more intelligibly than when he first came
among us, he still testifies of the great grace of
Jesus Christ that saved a Polish Catholic and
made a Nazarene out of him. He is still in
the church; he probably will never read this, but
God knows his name for we are sure it is written
in the Lamb’s book of life. It is men like this
who make us ashamed of some folks who pro-
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fess religion, and then give up because some loved
ones do not encourage them.
who

Here is a man
lost his wife practically. | do not mean
that they are separated, but she could not see the
sense of having religion when it did not give
them the conveniences and privileges that sin did,
but he, true to God and true to his convictions,
continues to drive on and everybody believes in
him and he is an inspiration and blessing to any
preacher and church.

And now others present themselves but if |
were to continue | would feel something like
John must have felt when he said, “A world of
books could not contain all the things that could
be written.” Jesus Christ can still save men from
sin. Let a man give God his determination and
God will pull him through anything. He still
“breaks the power of canceled sin; He sets the
prisoner free; His blood can make the foulest
clean, His blood avails for me.”

DEPARTMENT OF EXCHANGES
AND SUGGESTIONS

By D. Shelby Corlett

MOTHER’S DAY

It has long been the custom of the church
to observe Mother’s day on the second Sunday
in the month of May. The wide awake, enter-
prising pastor will take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to lay stress on subjects which otherwise
might not fit into his program. Let it not drift
to mere sentiment, but make the service of prac-
tical value.

All people have deep appreciation for mother-
hood. The sacrifice and love of a mother is the
nearest human example we have of the love and
sacrifice of Jesus. But simply being a mother
does not assure that individual of being a Chris-
tian. So do not emphasize motherhood even
with its great example of sacrifice and love to
that extent where she is almost deified.

It is the practice of many churches to provide
flowers, usually carnations, to give to each indi-
vidual who attends the morning church service.
A red carnation is worn by those whose mothers
are living and those whose mothers are dead
wear the white flowers. This is indeed a beau-
tiful practice and should be carried out where it
is at- all possible.

A variety of subjects may be presented on this
day, such as, “Why Mothers Should Be Chris-
tians”; “Respect for Motherhood”; “The Influ-
ence of a Mother”; “Mother and the Home”;
“A Mothers Need of Christ”; “Mother, a Living
Example of Sacrifice”; and numerous other
themes. It is a splendid opportunity for the pas-
tor to make suggestions along the line of re-
spect for authority, of teaching the
young people how to speak to and act toward
parents, of correcting some evil practices now
prevailing in some homes, of emphasizing the
necessity of home religion, the family altar, etc.
One may even suggest how the wife and mother
may still keep the love fires burning in the heart
of the busy husband and father, and especially
that she should not transfer all her love and de-
votion to the children.

parental

WITHOUT MOTHER

“It’s awful lonesome at our house
Thout mother;

It’s just as quiet as a mouse
Thout mother.

An’ father looks so lonely there

Of evenin’s, sittin’ in his chair;

It just ain’t cheerful anywhere
'Thout mother.

It's awful hard to get along
"Thout mother;
It seems that everything goes wrong
"Thout mother.
’Course, father does the best he can;
But then, you know, he’s just a man,
An’ don’t know how to fix and plan
Like mother.

Seems like | dont enjoy my play
Thout mother;

Things just get worser every day
Thout mother!

There’s no one now to mend my doll,

Nobody’s sorry when | fall—

Oh, home just ain’t no place at all
Thout mother!

But father says we must be brave
Thout mother.

’Cause him an’ me, we only have
One ’nother.
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An’ if we’re brave, an’ strong, an’ true,

An’ good, just like she told us lo,

We’ll go up home, when life is through,
To mother!”

— M arie Galbraith.

A CREED FOR MOTHERS

I believe in the eternal
home as the fundamental

importance of the
institution of society.

I believe in the
every boy'and girl.

immeasurable possibilities of

I believe in the imagination, the trust, the
hopes and the ideals which dwell in the hearts
of children.

| believe in the beauty of nature,
books and of friendship.

of art, of

I believe in the satisfaction of duty faithfully
done.

I believe in the little homely joys of everyday
life.

| believe in the will of God as the one and
only law of human life in all its relations.

| believe in training my children to be faith-
ful children of God and loyal disciples of Jesus
Christ.—Northwestern Christian Advocate.

MOTHER

Nobody knows of the work it makes
To keep the home together;

Nobody knows of the steps it takes,
Nobody knows—but mother.

Nobody listens to childish woes,
Which kisses only smother;

Nobody’s pained by naughty blows—m
Nobody’s hurt like mother!

Nobody knows of the sleepless care
Bestowed on baby brother;

Nobody knows of the tender prayer,
Nobody—only mother.

Nobody knows of the lessons taught
Of loving one another;

Nobody knows of the patience sought,
Nobody—only mother.

Nobody knows of the anxious fears,
Lest darlings may not weather

The storms of life in after years,
Nobody knows—but mother.

Come, let us kneel at the throne above
To thank the heavenly Father
For the sweetest gift—a mother’s love—
The love of our own dear mother!
The Fireside.

SUGGESTED THEMES AND TEXTS
Theme—The Love op a Mother
Text— “Can a woman forget her

(Isaiah 40:15).

Theme—The Lofty Place of Motherhood

Text:— “Behold king Solomon with the croum
wherewith his mother crowned him” (Songs of
Solomon 3:11).

Theme—Our Debt to Motherhood

Text— “Render, therefore, to all their dues

honour to whom honour” (Romans

. child?”

13:7).

QUOTATIONS FOR MOTHER’S DAY

All 1 have ever accomplished | owe to my
mother.—Dwight L. M oody.

Let France have good mothers and she will
have good sons.—N apoleon.

My mother’s influence in molding my char-
acter was conspicuous. She forced me to learn
daily long chapters of the Bible by heart. To
that discipline and patient, accurate resolve |
owe, not only much of my general power of
taking pains, but the best part of my taste for
literature.—R uskin.

All that I am my mother
Quincy Adams.

Mother, you have brought me to this.—James
A. Garfield’s statement at his inauguration as
President.

If 1 had all the mothers | ever saw to choose
from, I would have chosen you.—Cariyle.

All that I am or hope to be I owe to my angel
mother.—Lincoln.

She was occupied with great themes. | never
heard a word of gossip from her lips. She had
no time for it. My mother had courage of in-
tellect and heart.—Frances Willard.

made me.—John

EXPOSITORY PREACHING

No lazy man can be a good Bible expositor.
He must know his Bible. He must investigate.
He must wrestle in prayer as he searches for the
mind of the Spirit as revealed in the Word.
He must dig with laborious effort and conse-
crated heart for the rich ore of inspired truth.
He cannot leave his preparation for the pulpit till
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Sunday morning, and trust to a “.skeleton,” a
few illustrations, and a glib tongue to carry him
through.

We once heard a young pastor say that he
would like to preach an expository sermon occa-
sionally, but he was deterred by the fear that
his people might think he w'as trying to shirk
his duty. “If that is his conception of expository
preaching,” said a learned theological professor
to whom the remark was repeated, “they prob-
ably would have good reason to think so.” Hard
work is one of the conditions of effective exposi-
tion, and no pastor who undertakes it with the
idea that he can interest his people with anything
short of results obtained by dow’nright, honest
study will succeed.

Such studious preparation would prove of im-
measurable value to the pastor himself. First of
all, it would lead him into a knowledge of the
Holy Scriptures, which, we fear, few ministers,
to say nothing of laymen, possess. And the gain
to his own spiritual life would be immense. To
know the Word of God, to have its eternal veri-
ties at command, to drink deep of its pure and
undefiled well of sacred knowledge, is the path—
and there is no other—to those heights of spirit-
ual enlargement whereon the sunshine of God’s
presence dwells and the soul enters into intimate
and blissful communion with Him who gave the
Book and w'ho speaks through it to the listening
soul.

Thinking men tire of preaching that does not
touch vital things; and who shall blame them?
We venture to say that the problem of non-at-
tendance of men at public worship is more likely
to be solved by “opening to them the scriptures”
—now largely a sealed Book to the average lay-
men—than by any other means that the ingen-
uity of man can devise. At any rate is it not
worth a thorough trial>—From the Watchman-
Examiner.

EXPOSITORY PREACHING

Rev. Joseph H. Smith gives the following in-
structions to assist preachers in expository, preach-
ing:

1 I dismiss all “private interpretations” such
as Weymouth’s, Moffat’s, and Scofield’s, and pre-
fer the authorized King James translation above
all others. This, both because of its fine Eng-
lish and its translation, well-balanced by a repre-
sentative commission against sectarian tint or
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philosophical taint. The American Revised is
good at hand as a reference book, but not as a
substitute. It neither changes nor clears nor

completes any doctrine; and its lesser familiarity
with the people makes it not so convenient for
exposition. | would avoid confounding exposi-
tion with exegesis by announcing any Greek or
Hebrew renderings of my own.

2. Good mastery of English grammar
more service in exposition than familiarity with
Greek roots or Hebrew'isms.

The context is usually the best introduc-
tion to, and commentary upon, the text. This
usually requires the whole paragraph, sometimes
the entire chapter, and occasionally the whole
book. To be free and frank and forceful as an
expositor, one needs to be reasonably independ-
ent of other's books and comments. Exposition
is not phonographic. That is mere recitation.

4. Elucidation with application and example
is often sufficient exhortation. The expositor
must neither ramble nor rant. Yet he must do
more than explain. Telling what God has said,
rather than ventilating his own views he must,
as the herald of the King, speaks with the author-
ity of “thus saith the Lord.”

5. His dependence must be upon the Holy
Spirit—both in his study for illumination, and
the pulpit for recollection, utterance, and demon-
stration.

6. He should use simple, but not slouchy,
speech. Midway between the stilted strain of
the “Lord over God’ heritage” and the com-

mon talk of the street, there is a dignity that
becomes the authority of the word we are utter-
ing, and a meekness that is suited to the servant’s
place we are filling.

7. He must measure the caliber—spiritual as
well as intellectual—of the flock he feeds, so
that he may “rightly divide the word of truth.”
—From Heart and Life Magazine.

PRAYER’S “FIVE REASONS”

The following is George Mueller’s statement
telling why he believed his prayers for the un-
saved must be answered.

“First, 1 have had no shadow of doubt in pray-
ing for their salvation, knowing as | do that it
is the Lord’s will they should be saved, for He
would ‘have all men to be saved, and to come
unto the knowledge of the truth’ (1 Tim. 2:4),
‘And this is the confidence that we have in him,

is of
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that if we ask anything according to his will, he
heareth us' (1 John 5:14).

“The second reason is, | pleaded
for their salvation in my own name, but in the
all-worthy name of my precious Lord Jesus
(John 14:14), that is, on the ground of His
merit and worthiness, and on that alone.

“The third reason is, | have always believed
in the ability and willingness of God to answer
my prayers (Mark 11:24).

have never

“The fourth reason is, that I have not allowed
myself in known sin, for ‘if | regard iniquity in
my heart, the Lord will not hear me’ (Psalm
66:18).

“The fifth reason is, that | have continued in
believing prayer for over fifty-tw'o years, and
shall so continue until the answer is given.
Luke 18:7: ‘Shall not God avenge his own elect,

which cry day and night unto him?’”
Whenever the Lord showed George Mueller
that it was His will he should pray, he continued

in prayer until the answer came.—From The
Pentecostal Herald.
HOLINESS
Said Jonathan Edwards, “Holiness appeared

to me to be of a sweet, pleasant, charming, se-
rene, calm nature. It seemed to me it brought
an inexpressible purity, brightness, peacefulness
and ravishment to the soul; and that it made
the soul like a field or garden of God, with all
manner of pleasant flowers, that is all pleasant,
delightful and undisturbed; enjoying a. sw'eet
calm, and the gently vivifying beams of the sun.
The soul of a true Christian appeared like such a
little flower as we see in the spring of the year,
low and humble on the ground, opening its bosom
to receive the pleasant beams of the sun’s glory;
rejoicing, as it were, in a calm rapture; diffusing
a sw'eet fragrancy; standing peacefully and lov-
ingly in the midst of other flowers round about,
all in like manner opening their bosoms to drink
in the light of the sun.”—Selected.

CHRISTIAN VISITATION

Dr. F.dgar Dewitt Jones, a pastor of a strong
church in Detroit, has said that if he were
offered the choice between having the greatest
preacher in America in his church to preach daily
for six months, or having one hundred members
of his church pledge themselves to make two
calls each week, he would prefer the latter as a
piece of evangelistic strategy. He said, as The

Record of Christian Work tells us, nothing would
win people for Christ and the church so effec-
tively as intelligent, sympathetic calls made by
the laymen of the church.

How fine! And how true! And how wonder-
ful would be the results if among our young
folks, and in their homes this visitation were
carried on by the officers and other members
of the church. Try it! Note the results!—
Church Administration.

INDIFFERENCE A CURSE

Leaders here and there give this and that as
America’s curse. Can we not place indifference
back of all these things named by our leaders?
What is the answer for failure to lead lost souls
to Jesus Christ? What reason can be truly as-
signed for not reading God’s Word? What ex-
cuse can we offer for failure to minister to the
sick and needy? What is the explanation for
the shortage of funds for missions, benevolence
and church expenses? What answer can we give
for our failure as citizens of the United States
to go to the polls and vote our righteous convic-
tions? In this time of dire need for Christian
activities national life and
munity life, why are so many inactive?
indifference the answ'er?

in our in our com-

Is not

Does God excuse this indifference of His chil-
dren? If we really are children of God and
heirs of the promises can we continue in this
inexcusable attitude of indifference? Shall we
wait until great calamity comes upon us before
we are aroused to some sense of our obligations
and privileges?

Someone has said, “A rut, in time, may become
deep enough and wide enough to be a grave.”
Is it not high time for us to get out of this rut
of indifference?— Hints and Helps.

THE REAL DIFFICULTY WITH
PROTESTANTISM

A rather startling statement was made recently
by Dr. William Lyon Phelps concerning the
condition of Protestantism today. Dr. Phelps
said, “The real difficulty with Protestantism to-
day is not in the pew, but in the pulpit. The
hungry sheep look up and are not fed.” What
the great mass of the people need is a better
knowledge of the Bible. They expect to receive
instruction conccrning the teaching of God’
Word from the pulpit, but often the sermon they
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hear is either a polished essay or a dissertation
on some perplexing problem of the day. Dr.
Phelps adds, “lI thoroughly believe in a univer-
sity education for both men and women; but I
believe a knowledge of the Bible without a col-
lege course is more valuable than a college course
without the Bible.” Think carefully through
these statements of Dr. Phelps and ask yourself
if it is not a true appraisal of the present condi-
tion of Protestantism — Christian Observer.

A LAYMAN’S COMMENTS ON
PREACHING

At Montclair, N. J., resides a banker, Mr.
Hugh R. Monro, who these later years has been
giving much study to Church history and
Christian literature. His soul is aflame with zeal
for the kingdom of God. He gives money, time
and himself to its promotion. Recently the editor
of his church paper, The Presbyterian, asked him
to write upon “What a Banker Expects of His
Church.” In the article Mr. Monro makes many
observations which are worthy of the most seri-
ous consideration. As does every devout lay-
man, he looks eagerly to the pulpit. For half a
century he has been knowing and hearing lead-
ing preachers in this and other lands. He says he
has found their sermons stimulating and helpful,
but he has seen a vast change come over the
character of the preaching and no general im-
provement. He observes:

“The great loss all along the line has been in
the changing emphasis. Doctrinal and expository
preaching has largely gone out of style, and the
prevailing topical method is far from an ade-
quate substitute. If the average layman were
asked if he enjoyed doctrinal sermons, the an-
swer would probably be a negative one. And yet
the reason for this may be that a doctrinal ser-
mon is assumed to be a technical, hair-splitting
discussion of controversial points, whereas of
course we know it is nothing of the kind. It has
been my personal observation that intelligent dis-
cussion of great doctrinal themes is both the
most helpful and nourishing type of preaching,
and on the whole brings the most general ap-
probation. From another point of view, its ur-
gent necessity becomes daily more apparent, since
a generation has grown up under preaching of
the topical sort, having practically no grasp of
the great foundation truths; for this reason there
exists an alarming shortage of qualified teachers

for the Bible school and of Christian leaders for
every other sphere.”
Mr. Monro adds, “If |

bear a word of witness on this point, it

may be permitted to
is to
say that among the great intellectual appeals and
ingenious and arresting arguments from Christian
pulpits to which 1 have listened, | cannot recall
one which has left an abiding spiritual impres-

sion”; and further he remarks that laymen do
not expect or desire from their ministers disserta-
tions on science, economics, art, literature, or the
questions of the day. They want the message of
the Lord delivered to them out of a burning

soul— The Christian Advocate.

FACTS AND FIGURES
By E. J. Fleming

According to the 1930 report, 119,624,909,900
cigarettes were used, which was an increase over
1929 of 586,000,000. It is reported that 662,000,-
000 less cigars were consumed, and 9,000,000
pounds less of tobacco.

The Christian Herald prints the following:

“European illiteracy in Germanic as compared
with Roman countries is striking. Of Germanic
countries the percentage of illiteracy is: Ger-
many, .01 per cent; Switzerland, .09 per cent;
Denmark, .20 per cent; Sweden, .24 per cent; Eng-
land, 1.20 per cent; Holland, 2:10 per cent. For
Roman countries: France 4 per cent; Belgium,
7.87 per cent; Italy, 30.72 per cent; Spain, 68.20
per cent; Portugal, 83 per cent. In 1922, illit-
eracy in the LTited Stales was approximately 6
per cent.”

There are a number of Bible societies that
are engaged in the distribution of the Scriptures.
The New York Bible Society distributed S76,98.3
Bibles in 1930. By distribution we mean: given
without cost to the needy of New York City.
The Society distributed Bibles or portions printed
in 71 languages. In the 121 years’ history of
this organization it has distributed 1,089,354
Bibles in New York City alone, besides a total of
16,461,387 volumes.

The following hymns have been translated into
100 or more languages: “A Mighty Fortress,”
171 languages; “Rock of Ages,” 130; “Just as |
Am,” 106; “Adeste Fideles,” 104; “Nearer My
God to Thee,” 101.

At the time when income taxes are engaging
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considerable attention, the following quotation
from Zion’s Herald will prove interesting:

“Five hundred eleven persons in the United
States in 1928 had incomes of a million dollars
Incomes,
possession of a million or more.
is 221 more than in 1927
come tax returns for the calendar
made public by the
showed the total net

or more. bear in mind, not merely
This number
Statistics based on in-
year 1928,
bureau,

income of the nation for

internal revenue

that year was $25'226,326,910, an increase of
$2,681,236,359 over the previous year. Of the
total only $8,755,464,338 was subject to tax,

returning S1,164,254,037 to the government. Of
the 511 persons in the $1,000,000 income class, 74
were women and 29 single women. In the highest
class of income, that of $5,000,000 and over, were
26 persons, one each in Alabama, California,
Michigan, lowa, North Carolina, Ohio and Wis-
consin, three each in Illinois and New Jersey, 11
in New York, and two in Pennsylvania. The
trend toward the concentration of tremendous
wealth in the hands of a few is further evidenced
by the fact that during 1928, 4,070,851 persons
filed income tax returns, of which 2,523,063 were
taxable, but the total was 30,696 less than the
previous year. The tax collected, however, was
$333,614,603 more. It is not conceivable that
these enormous fortunes could be piled up with-
out bruising fellow-humans in the process. And
this condition is accepted, defended, venerated.
When will Christians realize that this is not the
way of the Master?”

The General Secretary has just received a most
enlightening pamphlet from the Women’s Bureau
of the United States Department of Labor, Bul-
letin No. 84, entitled, “Fact Finding with the
Women’s Bureau.” This booklet can be obtained
as long as the supply lasts by addressing a request
to the United States Department of Labor,
Women’s Bureau, Washington, D. C., and asking
for Bulletin No. 84. The following facts con-
cerning the Women’s Bureau may be of interest:

According to act of congress approved June 5,
1920, the Women’s Bureau was established in the
Department of Labor, to be in charge of a di-
rector, a woman appointed by the President by
and wdth the advice and consent of the senate,
whose salary should be $5,000. There is to be
an assistant director appointed by the Secretary
of Labor, at a salary of $3,5'00; also chief clerk
and such special agents, assistants, clerks and

other employees as congressional appropriation

may provide for. The Bureau has a present staff

of fifty persons.

The duty of the Bureau is to formulate stand-
ards and policies which shall promote the welfare
of wage-earning women, improve their working
conditions, increase their efficiency, and advance
their opportunities for profitable employment.

Hon. W. M. Doak is Secretary of Labor, and
Mary Anderson is director of the Women’s
Bureau. The Bureau has been operating nearly
twelve years and has issued a total of eighty-five
bulletins consisting of more than 7,100 pages.

The 1930 census shows that about 10,000,000
women are gainfully employed, which is an in-
crease of 1,500,000 over the census of 1920. In
1920 all but 35 out of the 572 occupations listed
represented women. No doubt the 1930 census
will reveal that women have entered practically
all of the listed occupations. We are interested in
the fact that for the first time in taking a census,
23,000,000 housewives w'ere recorded as engaged
in keeping their own homes.

HE MUST DIG

“He wanted a job, and like everyone else,
He wanted a good one, you know;
Where his clothes would not soil and his hands
would keep clean,
And the salary mustn’t be low.
He asked for a pen, but they gave him a spade,
And he half turned away with a shrug,
But he altered his mind, and seizing the spade
—he dug!

“He worked with a will that is bound to succeed,
And the months and the years went along.
The Way it was rough and the labor was hard,

But his heart he kept filled with a song.
Some jeered him and sneered at the task, but he
plugged
Just as hard as he ever could plug;
Their words never seemed to disturb him a bit
—as he dug.

“The day came at last when they called for the
spade,
And gave him a pen in its place.
The joy of achievement was sweet to his taste,
And victory shone in his face.
We can’t always get what we hope for at first—
Success cuts many queer jigs,
But one thing is sure—a man will
he digs.”

succeed—if
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Books for Preachers and Christian Workers

PEARLS, POINTS AND
PARABLES

By F. E. Marsh. Striking ser-
mon titles; appropriate texts; il-
lustrative incidents; outline
studies; suggestive sayings; help-
ful themes. Worthwhile, usable
material for sermon making. A
boon to the young preacher.
Thoroughly indexed. 297 pages.
Price $1.75, postpaid.

CYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLE
TEXTS AND SUBJECTS

By James Inglis. A complete
classification of Scripture texts
in the form of an alphabetical list
of subjects. An almost indispen-
sable "book for Bible students.
Fully indexed. 524 pages. Price
$1.50, postpaid.

1,000 NEW
BIBLE READINGS

By F. E. Marsh. A source book
of material for preachers, young
people’s leaders, etc. One thou-
sand outlines from which sermons
may be built, Bible readings pre-
pared and prayermeeting talks
arranged. 473 pages. Price $1.75,
postpaid.

1,000 SUBJECTS FOR
SPEAKERS AND
BIBLE STUDENTS

A book of Bible readings on
vrarious subjects. Just the thing
from which to cull material for
orayermeetings, young people’s
services, etc. 216 pages. Price
?5¢, postpaid.

SEVENTY BEST BIBLE
STORIES

The title does not do justice to
the contents of this volume. There
are seventy sermons based on a
Bible story, outlined so as to be
used for sermon material with
text, application, etc. Besides this
there are seventeen other sermon
outlines. A valuable book for
preachers, young people’s leaders,
etc. 269 pages. Price $1.00, post-

paid.
Bibl 1,000 TALES
Su') ¢ WORTH TELLING
nes Illustrations dealing with 1,010
GO0OMAN texts and covering 280 subjects.
249 pages. Price 75c, postpaid.
PREPARED FOR
PREACHERS
TEACHERS
LEADERS FIVE HUNDRED

SKETCHES

and Skeletons of Sermons

The best book of sermon out-
lines that we have found. Com-
plete index. 638 pages. Five vol-
umes complete in one. Price
$3.50, postpaid.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, 2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.



