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AN ADDRESS TO LOCAL PREACHERS
By  t h e  E d i t o r

Just as I was leaving Kansas City for my long missionary tour Dis­
trict Superintendent Gibson of the Ohio District handed me a sheet which 
he said I might read at my leisure. I found on this sheet a suggestion that 
this or something of the sort might be printed on the back of the local 
preacher’s license. The suggestion, I think, is a good one, but whether 
it will soon be carried out or not I cannot tell. The address itself is so 
good and so well adapted to those who are taking the first step toward enter­
ing the ministry that 1 want you to read it. The address is as follows:

“We hereby hand to you this local preacher’s license which brings to 
you certain authority and privilege in the church. This is a sacred token 
and an honored hour to you. You have herewith the initial recognition by 
the church of what both you and the church believe to be your calling 
in the work of the Lord. In accepting this honor you are to keep before you 
several things: First the honor which God and the church have placed 
upon you. Should there ever come a shadow in your experience that would 
hinder the church or a mar upon you that would disgrace it, you should 
bring this parchment back with all haste. Two courses are before you, 
either of which you may pursue: you may do good as you have opportunity, 
preach where there are openings, follow no certain course of study and trust 
that from year to year the church may see fit to renew this license, although 
you are warned that the church may fail to so renew it without assigning 
any reason for such failure. The second course which you may pursue is 
to go forward with the prescribed course of study and prepare yourself for 
license from the district and for entrance into the permanent ministry.

“You will keep in mind that the whole course of the local and district 
licensed preacher is one of probation. And at any time the church may 
fail to recommend or the D istrict Assembly may fail to grant renewal. 
Also it is expected that as you examine" yourself, even as others examine 
you, you may find sufficient reason and cause for your dropping out.

“You are entering one of the most misunderstood of callings— that of



130 T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A Z IN E

the sacred ministry. From now on you must not view the ministry as an outside 
layman, but as a member of the' ministry and under the load. You must now view 
problems from the minister’s point of view. You must defend the ministry and 
not accept railing accusations against it or any of its members. You must defend 
and not prosecute. You are a scholar yet, rather than a teacher— otherwise you 
would already be in the eldership. In  the tomorrows you will call for loyalty, there­
fore you should be above reproach in supporting your own church with your presence, 
means and prayers.

“Always by study and prayer give the people the best that is possible to 
you. Walk into every open door that may come to you in harmony with this 
message. Be alert to Satan’s hindrances and keen in faith for God’s support. 
And the God of love and peace be with you.”

EXISTENCE THROUGH CONQUEST
B y  t h e  E d i t o r

I T WAS the fabled belief among barbarian forefathers in the forests of north­
ern Europe that the hunter and the warrior took on the strength of his cap­
tured game or of his slain foe. And thus it happened that the stripling went forth 

to hunt and fight and in time became the seasoned Nimrod and the veteran Hercules.
And as regarding the Church, we know that Solomon describes her most tr i­

umphant attitude as being “terrible as an army with banners.” And we are told 
that in the beginning of its career an army had no banners. Each banner com­
memorated a victory. One banner meant one victory and a hundred banners meant 
a hundred battles and a hundred victories. So in time the army with many ban­
ners became the terror of the land and marched on in the face of every foe.

During the American Civil W ar General Thomas was shut up in Nashville. 
Lines of communication with his base of supplies were poor and food for the army 
was scarce. Then one day came orders for the army to move. But to move meant 
to fight, for General Hood waited just outside. But the army moved, defeated 
and practically annihilated the army of Hood and saved its own existence by con­
quering.

But we are thinking particularly today of the situation of the Christian and of 
the Church. Perhaps we have all dreamed of victories without conflicts and of 
crowns without crosses, but it is doubtful if we ever saw any such. And likewise 
we have thought of a truce in which we left the devil alone on condition that he 
leave us alone or in which we waged no warfare against the forces of evil on condi­
tion that they too cease their ravages upon the coasts of the true Israel of God. 
We may even have imagined that such a truce had been struck and under this im­
pression we may have unstrung our bow and laid our arrows upon the shelf. But 
we were mistaken; there is no discharge, furlough, or truce in this war.

P u b lish ed  m o n th ly  b y  th e  N azarene  P u b lish in g  H ouse, 2923 T ro o s t Ave., K a n sa s  C ity , Mo., 
m a in ta in ed  by  an d  in th e  in te re s t  of th e  C h u rc h  of th e  N azarene . S u b sc rip tio n  p ric e  $1.00 a 
year. E n te red  a s  second  c la ss  m a tte r  a t  th e  P o s to ff ice  a t  K an sa s  C ity , Mo. A c ce p tan ce  fo r m a il­
ing a t  sp ec ia l r a te  of p o s tag e  p ro v id ed  fo r in S ec tio n  1103, A c t of O c to b er 3, 1917, a u th o riz ed  
D ecem ber 30, 1925.
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King David was the idol and active leader of his own army. But after a while 
he thought his days of anguish and exposure to danger should cease, and so he 
let the army go to war while he stayed at home in Jerusalem, and there the man 
whose name was the synonym of purity and honor fell prone into adultery and 
murder.

Israel was given power over the ancient inhabitants of Canaan and the coun­
tries round about. But her toleration brought her thorns in the side and led her to 
humiliation and removal from her patrimony.

And in the Christian life it is fight or fly; conquer or be conquered; enlarge 
the borders or draw in the tent stakes; take new ground or lose what you have; 
press on into the more abundant life or sink into the most oblivious death; it is 
go on or go back.

I t may not be that we take on the strength of the spiritual foes which we 
destroy, but at least we gain strength by means of the exploit so that we “go from 
strength to strength.'’ “Each victory will help you some other to win.” David 
practiced on the lion and the bear and thus became a match for the Philistine giant. 
Samson was nerved by his ability to lay the foundation for the riddle, “out of 
strength came forth sweetness,” to lay low a thousand enemies of the Lord.

But it is not the development of spiritual muscle and sinew in the exercise of 
conquest which makes the big difference. Neither yet is it the mere arising of 
human confidence in one’s ability to do and to dare. Rather God bestows His 
grace and power upon him who makes the best use of them. “To him that hath 
shall be given and he shall have abundance.” The old word was, “God helps them 
who help themselves.” But this is not the case exactly. God helps those who rely 
upon His help and who seek to be used of God in the extension of His kingdom.

Sometimes it has been suggested that passivity is the highest attitude attained 
in prayer. But this too is a mistake. Rather the highest attitude of prayer is the 
struggle for conformity to the will of God. It is not enough for us to say, “I  am 
willing that God shall have His way.” Nay, verily, we must say, “ I am determined 
tha t God shall have His way.” Passivity is the road to atrophy and defeat. Voli­
tional conformity to the will of God is the path to growth and enlargement and 
triumph. Sanctification has erroneously been set forth as the destroyer of the 
human will— rather it is the corrector of the will. From willing counter to the 
will of God, full consecration brings us to willing parallel to the will of God, and 
entire sanctification is the divine purifying of the affections so that we love the 
thing we will.

The Christian and the Church do not therefore ask for toleration—they live 
by conquest. They cannot sit down before the citadel of Satan and wait for the 
attack—they are called to aggressive and offensive service. If the situation is diffi­
cult the call is so much the louder. If the issue is humanly uncertain it is the 
opportunity to win glory for King Jesus. Where sight is weak faith has its play.

Joshua could not live without possessing the land of Canaan and he could 
possess it only by setting his foot upon the soil. Spiritual progress by proxy is 
impossible. If we tarry here we shall perish. We must conquer to exist. A tie 
is defeat for us. The devil is a usurper, sin is an abnormality, and as the weeds
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soon choke out the uncultivated crop, so evil succeeds when righteousness is static. 
Arise my brother and hold your ground by taking new territory today. The land is 
before us. Israel in her best day possessed no more than half the territory included 
in the promise of God. And there is no way for us to describe the boundaries of 
the possibilities which are ours in Christ Jesus. But their very limitlessness beckons 
us on to fuller grace and wider conquest.

DEVOTIONAL
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SUDDENLY DESTROYED WITHOUT 
REMEDY

B y  A. M . H il l s  

Because sentence against an evil w o rk  is not 
executed speedily, therefore the heart o f the sons 
o f m en is fu lly  set in them  to do evil. H e tha t 
being o ften  reproved  hardeneth  his neck shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and  that w ith o u t rem ­
edy  (Eccle. 8:11, P ro v . 29 :1 ).

I
T  S E E M S n o t to be the  usual p lan  of God 
to  cut off sinners a t  th e  beginning of a sin­
ful career. P rob ab ly  H e w ould have a right 

to  execute the  penalty  against sin a f te r  the  first 
conscious, willful sin. T he penalty  is, “T he soul 
th a t  sinneth  shall d ie ,” an d  “ T he w ages o f sin 
is d ea th ,” an d  G od w ould doubtless have  a m oral 
righ t to  p ay  the  wages righ t a t th e  s ta r t  and  send 
th e  soul to  its  doom . B u t H e does n o t do it. 
H e w aits to offer m ercy, to  show  the graciousness 
of a  loving God. H e w aits to  give th e  sinner 
tim e an d  space fo r repentance, to  see if H e canno t 
w in  the  h e a rt from  its folly an d  its  w an ton  
wickedness, an d  bring  it back to  th e  loving favor 
of heaven. H e w aits  also, p rob ab ly , to give peo­
ple an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  show  th e ir character to  
them selves and  to  the universe. M oral beings 
m ight condem n G od if H e  cu t a sinner off the 
first tim e he sinned. T hey  m ight say, “ I f  G od 
had  given th a t  soul a  chance he w ould have 
repen ted  an d  tu rn ed  from  his evil w ays, and 
w ould  have  found  m ercy and  grace and  heaven 
a t  las t.” A nd so G od appears to  give a sinner 
a  chance to  show him self to  him self, and  le t him  
understan d  by  his ow n conduct an d  h is ow n 
persisten t an d  w illful choice ju s t how  bad  he is, 
an d  let the  universe know  it, so th a t  w hen the  
sinner stands before G od in judgm en t every soul

will be speechless and  w ith o u t excuse. N o t a 
person can point a finger a t G od and say, “Y ou 
did no t give me a chance.”

G od announced, th ro u g h  N oah , to a w icked 
an ted iluv ian  w orld, th a t  there  w ould be a 
deluge. H e w aited  one h u n d red  an d  tw en ty  years 
to give them  tim e an d  space fo r repentance. H e 
did n o t send it  im m ediately , b u t let th a t  preacher 
of righteousness preach one h u n d red  an d  tw en ty  
years, an d  he d id n o t m ake a convert outside 
of his ow n fam ily. D o you  suppose th a t  all the  
o th er fam ilies except h is ow n th a t  perished  could 
say  to God th a t  they  d id n o t have  a  chance? 
T hey h ad  a h u n d red  an d  tw en ty  years of chance.

G od sent p ro p h e ts  to  w arn  Israel th a t if they  
did not stop  th e ir  id o la try  God w ould  sw'eep 
them  aw ay, and  a t  las t the  p ro p h e t m oans out, 
“ E p h ra im  is jo ined  to his idols, let h im  alone.” 
A nd yet G od gave h im  years  a f te r  to  repen t and 
avo id  th e  re tribu tion .

G od sen t Je rem iah  to  m ourn  over the  so u th ­
ern k ingdom  of Ju d a h . “ T he h arv est is pas t, the  
sum m er is ended, an d  we are  n o t saved .” A nd 
yet G od still w aited  fo r years to  give th em  a 
little  m ore chance to avo id  the  sw eeping doom .

Jesus sto o d  on the  m oun ta in  side an d  looked 
dow n on th e  fa ir  city of H is fa thers th a t  had 
been so blessed above every  city  of the earth , 
an d  H e w ept the p a tr io t’s tears, “Je rusa lem , J e ru ­
salem, if th o u  h ad st k n o w n ,” etc. B u t G od 
w aited  fo rty  years before the  last d rop  was p u t 
in to  the cup of its overflow ing in iqu ity , and  then  
doom  cam e, sw ift an d  irrem ediable.

I . Let- us, in discussing th is sub ject, notice  
ho w  o ften  and  in h o w  m a n y  w ays G od reproves 
the sinner.

1. H e speaks th ro u g h  th e  conscience; H e has
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p u t a  rep resen ta tive  of H im self in every h um an  
bosom . E very  person  th a t  sits here u n d er the 
sound  of m y voice has G od’s am bassador and 
under-judge in his ow n breast. W hen you sin, 
God, w ho inhab its y o u r conscience, speaks to  you 
an d  w arn s you  an d  gives you a p rophecy  of the 
jud g m en t th a t  is to  com e.

2. G od speaks th ro u g h  special providences. 
T he w orld  ought to  learn  th e  lessons of G o d ’s 
special providences. One tim e K orah , D a th an  
a n d  A biram  th o u g h t it w ould  be fine and  am using 
to  m ake fun  of M oses’ holiness, so th ey  p ro ­
claim ed, “W hy, we are  all ho ly .” Y ou can  hear 
th a t  now adays, “E v ery b o d y  is ho ly .” W ell, their 
case was tried  by G od A lm ighty . M oses m odestly  
said, “ G od w ill show ,” an d  the  next day  God 
said, “ L et K orah , D a th a n  an d  A biram  an d  th e ir  
k indred  be separa ted  from  every b o d y ” ; and  in a 
m om ent of tim e th e  ea rth  opened and  cam e back 
again like a  crocodile’s jaw's an d  they  were 
gone. G od h ad  pronounced  the  judgm en t. T h a t 
ought to  teach  people n o t to  m ock a t holiness. 
B u t it does not.

W hen N adab  and  A bihu w ent in to  the  tem ple 
to  officiate before the  L ord  d runk , G od struck  
th em  dead  and said, “ L et the  priests th a t a p ­
p ear before G od keep from  strong  d rin k .” B u t 
they  do no t. T here  is the  special prov idence; 
b u t we have got reeling priests to d ay  th a t  stan d  
a n d  m in ister before G od in the  holy  place, and  
are d runken . T hey  have n o t learned th e  lesson; 
bu t G od has ta u g h t it to them .

W hen M iriam , the  sister of M oses, h a tched  
up a little  fam ily  conspiracy  w ith  A aron, and  
beset M oses, th a t  w onderfu l m an of G od, w ith  
ugly criticism , M oses to o k  it w ith  th e  m eekness 
of a holy soul. B u t G od cam e do w n  an d  over­
shadow ed the  little  fam ily , a n d  w hen the  cloud 
lifted  M iriam  w as a w hite  leper. These p ro v i­
dences com e dow n alike to  nations, an d  fam ilies, 
an d  cities, an d  people.

O ne M o n d a y  m orn ing  the  new spapers of San 
Francisco cam e ou t an d  b oasted  th a t  th ey  h ad  
h a d  th e  m ost open and  defiant w ickedness in 
th e  city the  S abbath  before th a t  they  h ad  ever 
h a d ; an d  one new spaper bold ly  announced th a t  
San Francisco  h ad  no use fo r G od A lm ighty. 
B u t G od A lm ighty  stepped  dow n th a t  w eek and  
p u t H is foo t on th e  c ity  ab o u t five o ’clock in 
th e  m orning, an d  shook  it so th a t  it  fell to  the 
g round  w ith  one touch  of H is foot, an d  then  the  
elem ents came an d  sw ep t the  accursed place from  
th e  earth , an d  six hu n d red  m illions of the it

w icked m oney w ent u p  in  flames. Oh, b ro ther, 
sister, G od has no t le ft th is w orld  yet, an d  H e 
show s us in v arious w ays th a t  H e is still a round , 
looking on a t  th e  sin and  vice of the  people!

3. G od speaks th rough  th e  Bible, th a t  blessed 
B ook w hich  is holy  on th e  outside an d  the  inside, 
w hich advocates holiness on every page from  
cover to  cover, an d  represents m ercy an d  grace 
an d  pardon , an d  offers holiness, and  com m ands 
holiness, and  exhorts to holiness, an d  tells us th a t 
Jesus died th a t  we m igh t be holy and  sanctified, 
an d  w ithou t spot an d  blem ish. T he w hole Book

•is b u t one great, long, blessed, loving sto ry  of 
G o d ’s h a tred  of sin, an d  of H is try in g  to  save us 
from  sin an d  death , an d  to  p repare us fo r H is 
e ternal heaven.

4. G od speaks to  us th rough  p a ren ta l in struc­
tion  an d  adm onition . Oh, these holy fa thers 
an d  m others, w ho p rev en t the n ight w atches by 
th e ir  p rayers, w ho lie an d  w et th e ir  pillow s w ith  
th e ir tears over th e  ungodly conduct of w ayw ard , 
w an ton  c h ild re n ! Oh, th a t  voice of p rayer, 
th a t  m o th e r’s wail, those fam ily  a ltars, those 
blessed pleadings, they  a re  all th e  voice of God, 
reprov ing  th e  soul fo r its  sin, and  try in g  to  w in  
you back  to  san ity  and  l i f e !

5. A nd  then  there  is th e  adm onition  of friends, 
these friends w ho come dow n from  the  p la tfo rm  
to the  audience, o r  lay  th e ir  hands on som ebody 
they  know  an d  beg them  to  come to  th e  a lta r ;  
an d  th e  boys an d  girls, an d  the young m en and  
w om en th a t  kn o w  God, as I saw  a boy  th is  
m orning b ring  an o th e r  boy to  the  a l ta r ;  and 
the  boy th a t  b ro u g h t him , I th ink , w as n o t above 
fourteen  years of age. Oh, the  h an d  of G od 
A lm ighty is in th a t  touch , and  in the  pleading of 
yo u r friend w ho know s Jesus! D o n ’t  tr e a t  it 
ligh tly ; d o n ’t  despise it, G od is in i t ;  it  is H is 
touch  an d  H is voice th a t  -would w in y o u r soul.

6. There is the  p u lp it reproof. T here  are 
p reachers w ho preach  ab o u t every th ing  b u t re ­
ligion; ab o u t poetry , th e  philosophy of social­
ism, of politics, of th is and th a t. B u t there are 
places w here G od’s gospel is still preached from  
pu lp its th a t  will to lera te  n o th ing  else, an d  by 
m en whose lips p o u r  ou t a  stream  of G od A l­
m ig h ty ’s gospel rep ro o f; pleading, w arning, com ­
m anding, en treating . T hey  teach th e  thunders 
of S inai an d  th e  tea rs  an d  b lood of C alvary . 
T hey preach a  full gospel, and  proclaim  a  full 
sa lv a tio n ; an d  w hen  you  h ea r th a t  it  is G od 
speaking to  y o u r soul.

7. A nd over an d  above all, and  b e tte r  th an
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all else, is th e  H o ly  S p irit th a t  prom ises these 
th ings, an d  w hom  Jesus, w hen H e w en t u p  to  
th e  skies, left to  ta k e  H is place and  to  p lead  
w ith  m en to  be reconciled to  God. T he H oly  
S p irit has come th a t flashes the  searchlight of 
G od’s tru th  on y o u r soul, th a t  illum inates y o u r 
conscience th a t  lets you know  th a t you are  going 
to  the  bad , th a t  y o u r conduct is w icked, th a t  you 
are  defying G od ; th a t  H oly  S p irit th a t guides 
every m an th a t  will ever get to  heaven, th a t  
steadies y o u r goings and  leads y o u  on  to  sal­
v a tio n  an d  sanctification . T he H oly  G host is 
here, and  H is m ission is to convict the  w orld  of ‘ 
sin an d  convert sinners, an d  sanctify  G o d ’s 
people.

I I . N otice tha t sinners harden their necks.

I t  evidently  m eans se tting  t'heir h earts  to  do 
evil in sp ite  of the  p ro tests  and  pleadings of 
God. T h e  figure of speech is d raw n  from  the 
harden ing  of th e  neck of steers under the  yoke. 
T hey  get so h a rd  an d  callous und er the  yoke th a t  
you canno t h u r t  them . A nd w hen th e  steer pulls, 
the  an im al will low er its neck an d  it  will be  p li­
ab le ; b u t w hen they becom e obstinate  an d  re ­
fuse to  pull they  th row  up the ir  head and  h arden  
th e ir  neck an d  set them selves, determ ined no t to  
do w h at is w an ted . W ell, th a t  is th e  p ic tu re  
of a sinner w ho hardens h is n e c k ; he braces h im ­
self w hen G od w an ts  h im  to  forsake h is sins, 
an d  go fo rw ard  in to  the  lines of d u ty  th rough  
the  p a th w ay  of repentance, and  fa ith , and  regen­
eration , in to  divine love. T h e  sinner pulls back, 
th row s up  his head and  holds him self, and  resists 
G od A lm igh ty’s pleadings an d  w arn ings and  
w ooings. T h a t is harden ing  the  neck. A nd oh, 
th e  aw ful consequences of i t ! M y  friend, D r. 
C hapm an, w as preaching in  L incoln, N ebraska , 
a n d  th e re  sa t before h im  one n igh t a fa th er and  
his wife an d  daughter, ab o u t g row n up to w om an­
hood. T he fa th e r  w as in th e  m iddle, the  w ife 
a t  one side an d  the  d au g h te r  on th e  o ther. 
U n d er the  m ovings of t ru th  th e  wife p leaded w ith  
th a t  husband  to  rise an d  accept Je su s ; an d  the  
dau g h te r becam e so m oved th a t  she rose from  
her seat, th rew  her a rm s round  h er fa th e r’s neck, 
an d  sobbed as if her poor young  h e a rt w ould 
break. B ut he sat as unm oved  as a stone. A nd 
a f te r  the  service was over m y friend  sa id  to 
him , “B ro ther, how  could you  do i t ? ” an d  
th is  w as h is answ er: “F o r ten  years I  d id n o th ­
ing b u t fight the  H o ly  G host, and  now  no th ing  
m oves m y dead soul.” W hy, you m igh t ju s t 
as well preach to  an  audience of tom bstones as

preach to  such people. A nd o u r hope is to n ig h t 
th a t  nobody  in th is audience h as  gone qu ite  so 
fa r in harden ing  his neck against the  H o ly  G host.

I I I .  Su ch  conduct is highly displeasing to  God.
All these m eans of grace an d  rep ro o f a re  G o d ’s

agencies. I t  is G od th a t  touches the  conscience; 
it is G od th a t  flashes th e  ligh t of d u ty  u p o n  y o u r  
p a th w a y ; it is G od th a t  illum ina tes y o u r d a rk  
soul an d  show s you w here y o u r  steps are  go ing; 
it is G od th a t  sends friends to  p lead  w ith  you, 
and  m aybe to rebuke y o u ; it is G od th a t  inspires 
the  m o th e r’s p rayer, an d  touches h er sensibilities, 
un til h e r  h e a r t nearly  b reaks ov er th e  sins of 
her son or h er d au g h te r; it  is G od th a t  m akes 
a trem or come in to  the  fa th e r’s voice w hen he 
is ta lk ing  to you  an d  begging y o u  to  com e to  
the  p a th  of d u ty . Oh, it is G od w ho com m issions 
the  S p irit to  knock a t  the d o o r of y o u r  h e a r t 
and  give you G o d ’s m essage of solem n w arning 
if, p e rad v en tu re , H e  m ay  stop  y o u r w ay w ard  
feet on the  w ay  to  death .

A nd do you know , b re th ren , as I s ta n d  before 
th is audience and  th in k  of th is place, an d  th in k  
of th a t  sa in tly  m an  of G od of the  n ine teen th  cen­
tu ry  w ho founded  th is in stitu tio n , an d  of his 
child w ho carries it o n ; w hen I  th in k  of these 
th ings an d  reflect th a t fo r n ineteen  years th is  
message o f the  gospel, th a t  has been preached  
here fo r the last week, has been sounded  o u t in 
y o u r ears, an d  th a t  G od has blessed it w ith  m a r­
velous displays of g race ; th a t  noble preachers 
have preached from  th is p la tfo rm , an d  th a t  th is 
place has w itnessed the  sa lvation  of h undreds 
and  thousands of souls— I say , as I  s ta n d  here, 
w h a t spo t in the  U n ited  K ingdom  has w itnessed 
such th ings a n d  h ea rd  such a  gospel preached  as 
has been preached here?  D o you  th in k  i t  w ill 
am o u n t to  no th ing  if you sin against it, since H e 
b ro u g h t you  here to live in th is oasis of a m oral 
desert?  G od in tends th a t  the  services in  th is  
place shall be the  open gate  of heaven  to  these 
po o r souls. G od w an ts  th is to  be y o u r Bethel, 
y o u r house of G od, w here you  will m eet G od face 
to  face. O h, b ro th e r, sister, if you sin against 
all th is  light and  know ledge an d  in sp ira tion , G od 
help y o u ?  Y ou m ay cross th e  dead-line before 
m idn igh t ton igh t.

IV . M y  tex t declares th a t G od punishes the  
hardnecked sinner b y  destroying  h im  w ith o u t 
rem edy.

1. H e does it  by  w ith d raw in g  H is Spirit. N o 
m an  ever g o t to  G od w ith o u t th e  H o ly  Spirit, 
an d  w hen G o d ’s S p irit is finally  grieved H e
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leaves you . Y ou are  as ce rta in  to  go to  hell, 
th o u g h  y o u  live fifty  years, as though  you  were 
a lready  locked inside th e  bo ttom less p it.

I  w an t you  to  see how  G od w orks in H is 
providences. M r. D . B. S trouse, of V irginia, is 
a  converted  law yer. H e  has given him self to  
preaching. H e used to  have a g rea t incom e 
from  law  practice, w hich he  has given up . H e 
was speaking to  a  business m an one d ay  ab o u t 
h is soul, an d  the  m an  w as offended. H e said 
to  h im , “ Tell m e w h y  so sensible a  m an  as you 
are  abou t every th ing  else should  be so u n m in d ­
ful ab o u t y o u r  soul.” T h e  m an  said, “ I  will 
tell you . W hen  I  was a y o u th  in m y early  
teens there  w as a rev ival m eeting in the  coun try  
chu rch , w here 1 a tten d ed , an d  I w as u nder con­
viction  by the  H oly  G h o s t; b u t I  w ould  n o t go 
to  th e  a lta r , an d  I  k ep t on resisting till I  felt 
I could n o t t ru s t  m yself, an d  I  w ou ld  rise up  
a n d  leave the  house w hen the  a lta r  call w as m ade. 
A nd the  las t n igh t o f th e  m eetings I  resolved 
th a t  I  w ould  n o t go to  church  till a f te r  the  
p reach ing  w as over. I  a rr iv e d  w hen th e  pasto r 
w as speaking, an d  I  s to o d  a considerable distance 
off aw ay  fro m  th e  chu rch  in th e  darkness, and  
leaned  on th e  to p  rail of a fence, w ith  m y face 
in m y hands an d  m y foo t on th e  rail an d  I 
listened. G od spoke to m y heart, b u t I said, ‘I 
will n o t be a C h ristian .’ T h e  H o ly  G host left 
m e th a t  in s tan t, an d  I  have  never h ad  an  im pulse 
from  G od since.” H e w as on th e  w ay to  hell; 
an d  th o u g h  th is  happened  fo rty  years  before, he 
w as as ce rta in  to  go there  as if a lready  in the  
p it. W h y ?  Because the  S p irit h a d  finally left 
him .

In  M arch , 1905, a fo rm er theological studen t 
of m ine w ro te  me as follow s: “ M r. W m . B— , 
a  w ell-to -do  farm er, lived  n ear N ew  H olland , 
Ohio. H e w as recently  dying w ith  asthm a. H e 
begged a n d  p leaded  w ith  docto rs to  save him . 
I  v isited  h im  an d  ta lk ed  w ith  h im  ab o u t h is soul. 
H e said, ‘I t  is too  la te . Y ears ago, w hen a  young 
m an, I  fa irly  ran  ou t of a  schoolhouse to  keep 
from  going to  th e  a ita r . I h av e  w ished m any 
tim es th a t  I  h ad  obeyed the  voice of the  Spirit. 
B u t I  refused th e  o p p o rtu n ity , re jected  th e  in ­
v ita tio n , a n d  I  am  now  lost fo reve r.’ T h a t  m an 
h ad  a  sanctified dau g h te r w ho h ad  p ray ed  fo r her 
fa th e r; a  m in ister h ad  ta lk ed  to  h im , b u t  all to 
no p u rp o se ; he h ad  crossed the  d ead -lin e ; the  
S p irit h ad  left h im  nev er to  re tu rn .”

T h e  day  I  g o t the  le tte r  telling me th e  above, 
I  to o k  it  to  th e  theological class an d  read  i t  as

an illustra tion  of how  G od w orks on the  souls of 
m en. T here  w as a  young E nglishm an in th a t 
class, w'ho is now  a preacher of holiness, an d  he 
gave th is  illu stra tio n : “W hen I  w as in  E ngland  
there  w as a revival in a B ap tis t church  in L o n ­
don . T here  was a young girl there  tw en ty  years 
of age w ho h ad  been a sub ject of m any  prayers. 
T he S p irit cam e dow n upon  the  audience, and  
she passed o u t of h e r  seat and  stood  in th e  aisle, 
looking fo rw ard  to th e  a l ta r  an d  then  back  to 
th e  door. E very  eye w as upo n  her, an d  a  vo l­
um e of p ra y e r was going up  for h e r ;  b u t, w ith  
w hite  face, she lifted  u p  h er little  fist an d  said, 
‘I  will no t, Je sus ,’ an d  s ta rte d  fo r th e  door. A 
few weeks a fte r  th e  p a s to r  w as sent fo r; he 
th o u g h t surely G od h ad  subdued  h er w icked soul. 
B u t w hen he got to  her room  he w as shocked 
to  see h e r  in th e  last hou rs  of life, an d  she said, 
‘P asto r, I have n o t sen t fo r you to  lead  m e to  
Je su s ; it  is too la te  fo r th a t. I t  h as been too  
late ever since th a t  n igh t I  said ‘N o ’ to  Jesus. 
I have sent fo r you to  ask  you to  w arn  o thers 
of m y fo lly .’ A nd before his eyes th e  girl died, 
and  her last w ords were, ‘I am  slipping in to  
hell.’ ”

H ow  do you suppose G od w orks w ith  C hris­
tians, an d  even preachers, w ho refuse to  be 
sanctified? W ell, I  will give you  a couple of 
illustrations. D r. C arrad ine to ld  us on our p la t­
form  a t  one of o u r m eetings th a t  he w as one 
tim e holding a  cam pm eeting o u t W est, and  there 
w as a  m an  sitting  in th e  audience w ho w as a 
m inister, an  evangelist, an d  a p ro m in en t soul- 
w inner. B u t he resisted the  doctrine of sanctifi­
ca tion , an d  set him self publicly  against it, and  
kep t people back from  getting  sanctified, and 
m ade the  w ork  very  heavy . H e h ad  been a 
g rea t soul-w inner, b u t D r. C arrad ine sa id  from  
th a t  h o u r he began notoriously  to  backslide. H e 
becam e irascible, p e tu lan t, an d  in sixteen m onths 
it w as noised ab ro ad  th a t he h ad  com m itted  an  
u n rep o rtab le  crim e. Police officers and  detec­
tives w ere p u t  to  w ork , and  th ey  found  o u t it  
was tru e . H e w as holding a  m eeting in  an o th er 
s ta te  w hen th ey  cam e to  arre st h im . T hey  let 
h im  finish his serm on, an d  a t the  close they  
quietly  called h im  to  one side an d  to ld  h im  he 
w as und er arre st. “P ard o n  m e, gentlem en,” he 
said, “le t m e step  in to  th e  p as to r’s stu d y  fo r a 
m om ent.” T hey  th o u g h t he w an ted  to  go in 
fo r  p riv a te  p rayer, b u t he tu rn ed  th e  key quickly, 
an d  i n , a  m om ent m ore they  h ea rd  th e  rep o rt 
of th e  p reacher’s revolver, an d  i t  was follow ed
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by  an  u n earth ly  scream. Those th a t  h eard  it 
said it  sounded like the  scream  of a  dam ned  soul. 
A nd such it tru ly  was.

2. G od cuts off m en w ith o u t rem edy in a n ­
o ther w a y ; n o t m erely by  w ithd raw ing  H is 
Spirit, b u t by sending them  to  im m ediate  dea th .
I  h ad  a  friend  of the  nam e of Jeffries, a h o li­
ness p reacher of Texas. H e was holding a m eet­
ing one tim e an d  a sister w ent to  a b ro th e r and 
begged h im  to  come to  Jesus: b u t  he  looked a t 
her in an  ugly w ay and  said , “ I d o n ’t  w an t y our 
Jesus an d  y o u r religion.” H is precious m other, 
a  w om an of p ra y e r  rose up and  p u t her arm  
round  his neck, th ink ing  surely he w ould  heed a 
m o th er’s p rayers. Oh, how  m others can p le a d ! 
Y oung m en, bew are how  you tre a t those p lead­
ings. B u t th is  sinner p u t his h an d  o u t in to  his 
m o th e r’s face and  pushed 'her aw ay. T h a t se t­
tled  it. G od resented it. H e knew  w h at he had 
done instan tly , an d  he staggered  ou t in to  the  aisle 
an d  th rew  up  h is hands an d  said, “Oh, H oly  
Spirit, re tu rn  and  give me one m ore ch an ce !” 
B u t H e w ould n o t re tu rn . T he young m an 
rushed ou t of th a t  te n t an d  fell on the  grass 
fro th ing  a t  the m outh , an d  w hen a d octo r a rrived  
he was dead. G od struck  h im  w ith  th e  arro w  
of dea th  w hen he pushed h is sa in ted  m other 
aw ay and w ould no t heed h er prayers.

M y  friend , Je rn ig an , an  evangelist of Texas, 
was p reaching  one day  a t  a  cam pm eeting  and  
God bore it  on h im  th a t  som ebody w as getting 
his last call. I t  m oved h is  h ea rt so th a t  he  sat 
dow n on h is seat an d  buried  his face in his 
hands an d  w ept. H e could n o t proceed w ith  his 
serm on. A young m an  w as singing in the  choir 
beh ind  h im , an d  he  w ent ou t, m ad  th a t  the  
p reacher should  speak so. T hree days a fte rw ard  
he was found  dead in his b ed ; th e  sum m ons had 
come so quickly th a t  the  clothes of th e  bed were 
no t even d isarranged. C u t off w ith o u t rem edy.

M y friend, M r. W illiam s, w ho has been p reach­
ing in E ngland, Scotland, an d  Ire lan d , w as ho ld ­
ing a  stree t m eeting a t  one tim e w hen a sim ilar 
im pression cam e to h im  th a t  he w as speaking the 
last message to  som eone in th a t  audience. H e 
said as m uch. A fellow stand ing  beh ind  h im  
cursed him  fo r saying it  an d  left the  m eeting. 
N ext m orning, as m y friend  was going dow n the 
street, som eone to ld  h im  th a t  th e  m an w as lying 
across the stree t in  th e  dram shop , dead. Y ou see 
he had  rejected  and  cursed, an d  G od cu t h im  off 
w ith o u t rem edy.

Oh, sinner, bew are how  you tre a t G od’s m es­
sage in th is place! T he tenderness of H is love, 
th e  m u ltitu d e  of H is m ercies, fhe richness and  
fulness of H is grace have been declared. Be­
w are how  you sin against these w onderfu l m es­
sages. P ra y  ton igh t, believers, if you ev er p rayed , 
and  beseech th e  very  heavens th a t  m en do n o t 
do this-.

I w as preaching five years ago in a cam p- 
m eeting. T he last night G od led me to  say, “ I 
believe there a re  some here th a t  w ill rem em ber 
th is message of m ine ten  m illion years in e te r­
n ity .” F o u r young people sa t to g e th er w ho had  
come to  the  cam p in a carriage, an d  fifteen m in ­
utes a fte r  I said  th a t  th ey  w ent o u t of th e  ten t, 
g o t in to  th e  carriage an d  n o t h a lf  a m ile aw ay 
th e  horses ran  off, th rew  th em  o u t, severely 
in ju ring  three, and  one girl's skull w as crushed. 
W hen I left th e  city th e  next d ay  tw o  doctors 
were stand ing  over her, b u t she never h a d  a 
conscious m om ent a f te rw a rd . F ifteen  m inutes 
a f te r  m y serm on h er d oom  w as sealed.

I  w as m oved to  preach th is  solem n serm on th a t  
I am  preaching to n ig h t on a prev ious occasion. 
A ra ilroad  official’s w ife was presen t in the  a u d i­
ence, trem bling  from  head to  foo t, in te a rs ; 
b u t she w ould n o t com e to  the  a lta r . She never 
entered  a church again . A few days a fte rw ard  
she died, w ith o u t hope, an d  h er p o o r daughter 
th rew  herself on her m o th e r 's  coffin, an d  cried, 
“O m other, you are gone w ith o u t G o d ! Oh, if 
you h ad  only come to  H im  a t  th a t  last m ee tin g !” 
M y  Jesus, he lp ! B ro thers, sisters, d o n ’t  tu rn  
aw ay  from  G od, an d  hope, an d  h eav en ; d o n ’t  
reject sanctification  to n ig h t.

B ro th er L. B. K en t to ld  m e, a  few  w eeks ago, 
of a m inister, a d o c to r of d iv in ity . B ro th e r K ent 
was m ost gentle in his dem eanor, an d  h ad  held 
a m eeting in his church , b u t he sa t an d  rejected  
sanctification , an d  th e  next Sunday  he preached 
a tira d e  against holiness, an d  announced  th a t  he 
w ould  preach against it  again in  tw o  weeks. The 
next S ab b a th  he tu rn ed  ou t of his S abbath  school 
a blessed sanctified lady w ho h ad  led tw en ty -five  
souls in her class to  Jesus. H e h a ted  holiness, 
th e  sp irit of hell w as w ith in  him . H e w as taken  
ill the  next day  an d  died before m orning. W hen 
th a t  precious w om an 'heard th a t  he  w as sick, 
she fell on her knees before G od in p ra y e r  for 
him . A second tim e she w ent on h er knees in 
p ray er fo r the  p oor p as to r  w ho h ad  done her 
w rong. She opened her Bible, an d  i t  cam e open 
a t  m y tex t, “ H e th a t  being o ften  rep roved  h a rd -
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ene th  his neck shall suddenly  be destroyed, and  
th a t  w ith o u t rem edy .” She p rayed  again, and  
then  opened her Bible again a t random : it opened 
a t  th e  sam e place, an d  th e  next m orning she 
h e a rd  th a t he w as dead.

W ill you  tell me th a t  you can trifle  w ith 
these th ings?  W hen  G od speaks, as H e speaks 
from  th is place an d  offers m ercy, an d  pardon , 
a n d  love, an d  cleansing to  every soul, an d  you 
tu rn  fro m  it, you do it a t y ou r eternal peril.

A m in iste r’s son, a boy  in his teens, a  child 
of m any prayers, was a t  a revival m eeting, and  
th e  m in ister w ent to  the  boy and  begged h im  to 
come to C hrist. B u t he gave his fa th e r  the

look of a  dem on, and  said, “ I w ill n o t have 
y o u r C hrist.” H e w ent hom e, and  h is m o th er 
th rew  her arm s round  his neck, and  said, “ M y 
son, com e to  Jesus." H e looked a t her like a 
fiend, an d  said, “ I tell you, M othe r, I would 
ra th e r  go to  hell th an  give m y h ea rt to  G od.” 
H e h a d  hard ly  said it, w hen he fell a t  his 
m o th er’s feet w ith  a  scream , crying, “ O h ! I am 
dam ned ! I am  d am ned  !”

Oh, th e  m ercy of G od th a t  h as w aited  fo r so 
lo n g ; H e has b rough t you to  th is place, a t this 
hour, by H is sovereign love; let m e beseech you 
to se ttle  y ou r unfinished business w ith  God, and 
get saVed or sanctified tonight.
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EXPOSITIONAL
THE PROPHET AMOS, THE PREACHER 

OF JUDGMENT
B y  O l iv e  M . W i n c h e s t e r  

The First Sermon— The Pending Doom 
(Am os 1:1--- 2:16)

“See, I  w ill cause a to ttering  
(O f yo u r  steps) beneath you,

E v e n  as the, w agon to tters 
T h a t is loaded fu ll o f sheaves” (A m os 2:13, 

D u h m ) .

F
O R T H  from  the  w ilderness w ith h ea rt b u rn ­
ing u nder the m igh ty  inspiring pow er of 
G od M ost H igh cam e th e  p ro p h e t Amos 

to  go to  the  seat of no rthern  ido la tro u s w orship , 
even to  the  place w here the king h ad  his sanc­
tu ary . C om ing unannounced  in to  th e  gay and 
m irth fu l th rong , lost in the  p rosperity  of the 
tim es and  confident in the ir  security  of divine 
favo r, like the lurid  lightning flashing across a 
clear sky an d  a  sudden crash of th u n d er, he p ro ­
claim s the fact th a t o u t from  Zion Je h o v ah  will 
come w ith  the  om inous cry as th a t of a  lion w ho 
has h is p rey  well w ith in  h is g rasp . On will go 
th e  sentence of doom  and  desolation  un til the 
very  m eadow s w here the  shepherds p as tu re  th e ir  
sheep shall w ith er and  M o u n t Carm el, th a t 
ever v erd an t peak, “ the rich garden  g round ,” 

shall bow  dow n in sham e because of its barrenness.
W ith  th is one sta tem en t hu rtling  into their 

m idst, the  p ro p h e t tu rn s to  th e  nations a ro u n d

ab o u t and  u tte rs  against them  a series of oracles. 
“These oracles are characterized ,” says M cFadyen, 
“ by a fine im pressive sym m etry . T hey all begin, 
‘T hus sa ith  Jeh o v ah , F o r th ree  transgressions, 
and for four, I will not tu rn  it back .' T hey 
then  nam e one sin, as a specim en, o u t of the 
m any w hich ju stify  the  doom ; then  they  go on 
to describe th a t  doom  in term s of devouring 
fire—‘I will send a fire, and  it shall devour th e  
palaces!’ T here is a  certain  fierce g randeur 
abo u t these successive oracles w hich m arch in ­
exorably on to the  repeated  refra in  of doom , 
a n d  culm inate in th e ir  surprising and  incredible 
announcem ent of the  doom  of Israel herself. B ut 
th e  p ro p h e t’s audience does no t y e t know  how  
they will cu lm inate, an d  they  listen w ith com ­
placency an d  delight to  the anouncem ent of the 
b low  th a t  is to ann ih ila te  the  peoples, one a fte r  
an o th er— w ith all the  m ore com placency, as all 
these peoples h ad  been, e ither in the  rem ote or 
recent past, enem ies of Israel. T o  a  na tion  su r­
rounded  as she w as by enemies on every hand, 
no news could be m ore welcome th an  th e ir  doom  
w as sealed and  certa in .”

In  th e  arra ig n m en t the  m ost violent enem y 
th a t  Israel had  ever had  is given its sentence of 
judgm ent first. T he opening refrain  th a t  accom ­
panies all the  denunciations, indicates an  accu­
m ulation  of transgressions, “ three w ould be te r­
rible, four are  in to lerab le ,” th erefo re  there will
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be no alleviation  of th e  punishm ent, there  will 
be no possibility  th a t  i t  will be tu rn ed  aw ay. 
Syria  whose capital w as D am ascus had  under the 
rule of H azael com m itted  cruel astrocities in the 
w ar upon the  eas t-Jo rd an ic  tribes w ith  the  
ob jective to  ex term inate th em . F o r th is in ­
h um an  conduct sa ith  Jeh o v ah :

“I ’ll flin g  a fire in to  H azael’s house,
I t  shall devour B enhadad’s tow ers;
I ’ll break the b o h  o f Dam ascus,
I ’ll b lot out B ik a th -A w en ’s citizens.”

N o t only w ere they  th u s to  feci the  hand  of the  
destroyer, bu t as a  people th ey  were to be carried  
aw ay  captive in to  the  land  of Assyria.

Passing from  the  n o rth  to  the  w estern  coast, 
the  sentence of doom  falls upon P hilistia. In  th e  
days of Jeh o ram , king of Ju d a h , th ey  h ad  m ade 
an  in road  in to  th a t  coun try , devasta ting  even 
un to  th e  k ing’s house an d  carry ing  his sons save 
the  youngest, w ith  o th er cap tives to  deliver them  
to  E dom , th a t  b itte r  foe of Ju d a h . H ere they  
w ould n o t bfi- g-ranted even the  m ercy of serving 
as slaves from  w hich bondage th ey  m ight a t  some 
tim e be recovered. T hey  w ould be ruthlessly 
slain w ith  the  sw ord. T h u s upon  th e  land  of 
Philistia  and  its cities w ould  fall the  fire of 
judgm ent.

As Philistia  h a d  sinned so h ad  T yre . M oreover 
in th e  transgression  of T y re  was added  th is ag ­
g ravation  th a t  betw een them  a n d  the kingdom s 
of the H ebrew s there had  been a friendly cove­
nan t which had  been broken by these transg res­
sions. F u rth e rm o re  E dom  in connection w ith  
bo th  of these countries had  been guilty  of deeds 
of b lood w hich could no t be expiated. T hey  had  
received captives and  had  slain them  w ith  the 
sw ord:

“H e pursued, quenching his o w n  compassion,
A n d  fo rever he held fa st his rage,
H e kep t up  unceasing fu ry .”

In  his capital c ity ’ an d  upon the tow ers of the  
land  w ould  fall the  fiery doom .

As the  , o th er n a tio n s a ro u n d  abo u t h ad  been 
guilty, of d eed s  of b a rb a rity , M oab  an d  A m m on 
likewise had  shared  in the general cruelty  of the 
tim e. A m m on th a t  they  m ight enlarge th e ir ow n 
bo rder had  sought to  annex the  land  east of J o r ­
dan an d  w aging w arfa re  com m itted  unseem ly 
acts. M oab  had  d isplayed such a deep seated 
h a tred  against the  king of E dom  th a t  even in 
death  he held n o t his person sacred. T hus each 
outly ing  nation  stood condem ned before Jeh o v ah .

Before continuing  w ith the a rra ignm en t of

Ju d a h , we should  stop  fo r a  m om ent an d  co n ­
sider som e of the  underly ing  th o u g h ts  suggested 
by  these w o rd s of w arn ing . F irs t  we n o te  th a t  
herein Je h o v ah  is regarded  as th e  G od of the  
nations a round  ab o u t as well as of Israe l and 
Ju d e a . This was a  fu n d am en ta l t r u th  n o t gained 
from  cu rren t th o u g h t b u t from  a  deeper know l­
edge an d  understand ing  of G od th a n  the  p o p ­
u la r  m ind  possessed. T he general belief w as 
th a t  while Je h o v ah  w as G od of th e  H ebrew s, 
D agon was G od of the  Ph ilistines an d  B aal god 
of the  Phoenicians. O ther n a tions also h ad  the ir 
ow n deities. “A m os,” it  has been said, “certa in ly  
s tru ck  a deathb low  a t  th e  p revailing  ‘m o n o la try ! 
which, w hile adm ittin g  the  exclusive r ig h t of 
Je h o v ah  to the  service o f Israe l, recognized the 
existence of o th er gods, w ith  a righ t to  th e  
service of o th er na tions. I t  is w o rth y  of no te  
th a t he never uses th e  phrase, ‘the  G od of 
Israe l.’ W ith  h im  ‘the L ord  of h o sts’ comes 
nearly , if no t entirely , to  stan d  fo r the  un iversal 
L ord  of all crea tion .” A gain it is to  be noted  
th a t  the  sins fo r w hich -the n a tio n s are  con ­
dem ned are sins against th e ir  fellow -m en, t'hey 
are sins of in h u m an ity . N o t alw ays a re  th ey  
sins against the  people of God, though  in m ost 
of the cases they  are, b u t in one instance a t  
least they  are one rem oved. Y et they  fall und er 
the sentence of d ivine w ra th . T h u s early  in p ro ­
phetic teaching we have included the  g rea t fact 
th a t  our fellow -m an has a right to  a ju st regard  
and  com passionate tre a tm e n t. T his m oreover 
w as beyond  th e  p o p u la r  conception o f th e  day. 
O ut in the desert w ilds A m os h as learned  these 
g reat tru th s  regard ing  G od an d  o u r re la tion  of 
m an to  m an, tru th s  w hich should  echo to d ay  
th ro u g h  the  dep ths of every  h u m an  soul.

W hile the  p ro p h e t w as th u s  denouncing  th e  
sins of the  neighboring  peoples, the  Israelites 
ga thered  fo r w orship no d o u b t listened w ith  
rap t a tten tio n . M oreover th ey  also m ay  have 
felt th a t here indeed h ad  arisen a  g rea t p rophet. 
The Je w  in his h isto ry  has ever seem ed to  possess 
an  unseem ing deligh t in the  tr iu m p h  an d  con­
quest of his enemies. To h im  the  crow ning w ork 
of the  M essiah w ould  be th is v ic to ry . W hile th u s 
absorbed  in the  message of th e  p ro p h e t, they  list­
ened once m ore, an d  now  th e y  are  s ta rtled  to 
hear th e  w ords of denuncia tion  of th e ir  sister 
na tion , Ju d a h . T hough  am azed, y e t they  could 
n o t b u t experience a  certain  sense of sa tisfac­
tion  to  know  th a t  J u d a h  also w ould  fall in the  
general sentence. This tim e the  occasion is not
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som e a trocious deed, b u t th e  charge of despising 
Je h o v a h ’s law , an d  of follow ing a f te r  strange 
gods. Such being th e  case th e  very  tow ers of 
Je ru sa lem  w ould  fall before th e  destroying fire.

W ith  Ju d a h  condem ned, th e  p ro p h e t does n o t 
cease, b u t once m ore re itera tes the  refra in  and 
announces the  certa in ty  of oncom ing judgm en t. 
T h is tim e, how ever, it is none o th er th an  Israel 
herself w ho is called to  answ er fo r h e r sin and  
in iqu ity . Y ea, m oreover, it is n o t one sin, b u t 
m any  th a t  have  filled h er cup. T hey  are nam ed  
one b y  one. F irs t is th e ir  oppression of the  
poor, th en  the ir  im m orality , co rru p tio n  of justice, 
in tem perance, an d  w h a t is m ore they  even car­
ried ’on th e ir  sham eless deeds in th e  house of 
th e ir  god. As says Pusey, “So th is  d read fu l as­
sem blage of cruelty , avarice, m alice, m ockery of 
justice, u n n a tu ra l debauchery , hard -heartedness, 
w as doubtless sm oo thed  over to  the  conscience of 
the  ten tribes by th a t  m ost h ideous ingredient of 
all, th a t  th e  house of th e ir  god w as the  place of 
th e ir  purchased  revelry . M en do no t serve th e ir  
idols fo r no th ing : th is  costly service a t Bethel 
w as n o t fo r nough t. T hey  d id  all these th ings; 
b u t they  d id som ething fo r ‘the  D e ity ’ o r ‘n a tu re ’ 
or ‘A s te ro th :’ an d  so ‘the  D e ity ’ w as to  be at 
peace w ith  them . Am os, w ith  w onderfu l irony, 
m arks the  ghastly  m ix tu re  of sin an d  w orship, 
th ey  d ran k  the  wine of the  am erced— w here? in 
the  house of th e ir  G od, condem ning in five w ords 
th e ir  luxury , oppression, perversion  of justice, 
c ruelty , profaneness, unreal service an d  real apos­
tasy . W h a t hard -hearted n ess to  the  w ilfully 
fo rg o tten  p oor is com pensated  by  a  little  church- 
going !”

W hile these  sins w ere grievous enough in th em ­
selves, yet there w as fu rth e r  agg ravation  in the 
fac t th a t  fo r Is ra e l’s sake th e  A m orites h ad  been 
dispossessed from  th e ir  land , the  A m orites w ho 
w ere a s trong  people. N evertheless Je h o v ah  h ad  
d riven  th em  o u t. F u rth e rm o re  Je h o v ah  had  
b rough t the  Israelites up  o u t of the  house of 
bondage in the  land  of E g y p t an d  fo r fo rty  years 
h ad  kep t H is guiding han d  upon  th em  during  
th e ir w anderings th ro u g h  the  w ilderness. M o re ­
over H e h ad  sent un to  them  p ro p h e ts  an d  had  
raised up th e ir  young  m en for N azarites. T hey 
w ere all w itnesses of these things. Y et despite all 
th is  they  sought to  defile th e  N azarites by  in ­
ducing them  to  d rin k  wine, an d  th ey  w ould seek 
to  silence the p ro p h e ts  bidding them , “P rophesy  
n o t.” E ven  though  all these blessings h ad  been 
vouchsafed  un to  them , y e t they  h ad  heeded them

n o t, now  the  sentence o f  doom  w as upo n  t'hem 
from  w hich there w ould  be no reprieve.

“T hen  shall vanish the refuge o f the  sw ift,
The strong m an shall n o t su m m o n  u p  his 

strength ,
T he archers shall m ake no stand,

T he cavalry shall be no shield,
A n d  the very  bravest o f all heroes 

N a k ed  shall he f ly  on tha t day  I 
Jehovah  has said i t ! ”

W ith  these w ords w hich set fo rth  the  sin of 
Israe l as still m ore grievous because it h a d  re ­
pu d ia ted  the  expression of divine love and  care 
as well as being in iqu itous in its ow n essence, 
an d  w ith  a closing w ord  of the  finality  of the  
judgm en t th a t  w ould follow , Amos concluded his 
first message to  th e  n o rth e rn  k ingdom . W ith  
w h a t consternation  such a message w as received 
we will learn as we follow his o th er denunciations 
of the  sins of th e  nation .

In  review ing th is  discourse from  th e  s tan d p o in t 
of hom iletical in struction , w e w ould  n o te  first 
as m entioned early  in th e  article, its  sym m etry  of 
construction . T here is a  balance m ain ta ined  
th ro u g h o u t. T hen  again we w ou ld  note th e  
m ethod  of approach . Am os does n o t a t  once 
w ith  d irect and  pungen t a tta c k  denounce the  sins 
of Israel. H e deals w ith  su rrounding  nations. 
H e gains th e  a tte n tio n  a n d  in terest of h is a u d i­
ence, he has th e ir  assent th a t  Je h o v ah  will p u n ­
ish sin, th en  he tu rn s  to  self-com placent Israel, 
an d  p roclaim s th a t they  also are  sinners. L ike 
N a th a n  in  th e  p arab le  before king D avid , he 
receives th e  consent to th e  justice of punishm ent, 
a n d  th ereu p o n  announces, “T hou  a r t  th e  m an .” 
In  th is case, it is “ T hou  a r t  the  .people.” F rom  
th is  message we learn  a  lesson of tac tfu l and  
forceful app roach  in a message of condem nation  
a n d  judgm ent. F inally  having  m ade th e  p a rtic u ­
la r po in t desired, he concludes fo r th is tim e to  
take  up the  them e from  a different po in t of view 
on an o th er occasion. To carry  on a  denunciato ry  
sentence to  an excess length o ften  causes it  to 
lose its force. To stop  a t some p iv o ta l po in t 
w ould often leave the m ind in a th ough tfu l 
m ood.

F ro m  th e  tw o  chap ters tex ts m ay be chosen. 
H astings in the  “Speaker’s C om m en tary ” has 
tak en  the w ords found  in the  preface to  the  
discourse, “T w o years before the  ea rth q u ak e ,” 
an d  in a  unique w ay  develops a serm on on  the  
subject, ‘T he D ark  D ays .’ H e continues by
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suggesting how  w e m ay  deal w ith  these d a rk  
d ay s in life. T he refra in  th a t  occurs w ith  each 
new  prophecy  m ight be tak en  fo r a  tex t, “ for 
th ree transgressions, fo r four, I  will n o t tu rn  it  
back .” T h e  them e could be “ T he D anger of 
M ultip lied  T ransgression .” O n th is po in t 
W ofendale com m ents, “W ith  w h a t patience G od 
bears w ith  m an ’s s in ! T hree transgressions are  
follow ed by  a fo u rth ; sin is m ultip lied  by  sin 
before H e inflicts p un ishm en ts; b u t im peniten t

sinners m ay  be sure, th a t  if d ivine patience lin ­
gers, n o t willing th a t  any  shou ld  perish, y e t th e ir  
jud g m en t lingereth no t, a n d  th e ir  d am n atio n  
slum bereth  n o t ! ” T h en  th e  passage in Chapter
2, verses 9-12, as a  w hole m igh t serve as a  tex t 
w ith  the topic  deduced, “ R eligious A dvantages 
M ake Sin th e  M ore G rievous.” These religious 
advan tages as given here m ight be classified as 
special religious o pportun ities , special guiding 
and  th e  privilege of special religious teachers.

HOMILETICAL
miMHiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimimiiniiiiiiiitiitimiiiiiiMiiiitiimiiMimmitimuiiitii!

SEEKING THE LORD
B y  A. B. H a r r e l l

Seek ye  the L o rd  while he m ay be found , 
call ye  upon him  w hile he is near: let the w icked  
forsake his w a y , and the unrighteous m an his 
thou g h ts: and let h im  re turn  u n to  the  Lord , 
and he w ill have m ercy upon h im ; and to  our 
G od, fo r  he w ill abundan tly  pardon  (Isa. 55: 6, 
7).

Seek ye the  L o rd : 1. W ho? 2. W hy? 3. H o w ? 
4. W hen ?

1. W h o ? All those w ho have n o t been fully 
resto red  to  the  m oral im age of G o d ; w hich they  
lost in the  fall.

M an  lost sp iritua l life in the  fall, fo r Jesus 
said, “ I am  come th a t  m en m ight have life.” 
M an  lost th e  H oly  G host, fo r P au l said, “ K now  
ye n o t th a t  y o u r  body  is the  tem ple of th e  
H oly  G h o s t? ” On the  day  of Pen tecost, they  
w ere all filled w ith  the  H oly  G host.

2. W h y ? A fter the  fall, m an  w as d riven ou t 
of the  garden. H e w as given a prom ise of a 
com ing Savior. H e cam e seeking m an, an d  called 
on h im  to , “ Com e u n to  m e all ye th a t  labour 
and  are heavy  laden, an d  I  will give you  rest.” 
Since then  m an m ust seek God.

3. H o w ?  “ L et th e  w icked forsake his w ay, 
and  the  unrighteous m an his th o u g h ts .” “ If  we 
confess our sins, he is fa ith fu l an d  ju s t to  fo r­
give us our sins, and  to  cleanse us from  all 
unrighteousness.”

4. W h e n ? W hile H e m ay be found. Before 
the m oral distance becom es so great we will 
have no inclination  to  do so.

Call while H e is near. Before we sin so m uch, 
th a t  we will no t w ant to  call. Solom on said, 
“ Because I  have called, an d  ye refused ; I  have 
stre tched  o u t m y hand , and  no m an  regarded ;

b u t ye have set a t n augh t all m y counsel, and  
w ould none of m y rep roo f: I will also laugh 
a t yo u r ca lam ity ; I will m ock w hen y o u r fear 
com eth” (P ro v . 1 :2 4 -2 6 ).

CHRIST THE SUBJECT OF PREACHING
B y  J .  W . B o s t  

T e x t : 1 Cor. 1:22-24.
I n t r o d u c t o r y : T he different effects of:
I . T h e  M e t h o d  o f  P r e a c h in g

1. P reach ing  is n o t an appeal to  m iraculous 
signs.

2. P reach ing  is n o t the  s ta tem en t of a th e ­
ological system .

3. P reaching  is the  u tte ran ce  of a simple 
fact.

I I .  T h e  S u b j e c t

1. C hrist the  m an ifesta tion  of G od.
2. C hrist the  ideal of hum an ity .

I I I .  T h e  R e s u l t

1. An experience of C h ris t’s transfo rm ing  
pow er.

2. A practical know ledge of H is doctrine.

SERMON SEED
B y  T .  M . A n d e r s o n  

S u b j e c t : T h e  G i f t  o f  t h e  Son 
T e x t : U nto us a  Son is g iven” (Isa . 9 :6 ) . 
T he p ro p h e t show s the  seven phases of the  

purpose fo r the  g ift o f the  Son. These cover the 
com plete range of the  need of m an.

I .  T h e  S o n  I s G iv e n  as  a L ig h t  

“ T h e  p e o p le  t h a t  w a lk  in  d a r k n e s s  h a v e  seen  

a  g r e a t  l i g h t :  t h e y  t h a t  d w e ll  in  t h e  l a n d  o f  th e  

s h a d o w  o f  d e a th ,  u p o n  th e m  h a t h  t h e  l ig h t  

s h in e d ”  ( v .  2 ) .
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C om pare this w ith  Jn o . 1:4, S, Q. See also 
L uke 1:78, 79.

I I . T h e  S o n  I s  G iv e n  t o  B e  O u r  G o v e r n o r

“T he governm ent shall be upon his shou lder”
(v.  6) .

H e is to  set up a m oral governm ent in th is 
w orld  in the  hearts  of m en. H e is to  be the 
K ing and sp iritu a l R uler of our souls. H e is to 
free us from  the  pow er of sin S a tan , and  the 
w orld, and  m ake us H is people. As G overnor 
H e is to  rule our lives, con tro l our deeds, m aste r 
our affections, and  live in our souls.

I I I .  H is  N a m e  S h a l l  B e  C a l l e d  W o n d e r f u l

T he Son is to  give us H is nam e, and  to  the
w onder of all m ake us sons of God.

T he Son is to  give us H is w onderfu l nam e to 
use in p rayer.

T he Son gives us H is w onderfu l nam e as 
au th o r ity  an d  pow er to perform  services.

IV. H e  I s  t o  B e  O u r  C o u n s e l l o r

W e are  to  be in stru c ted  by  the  Son in w ays 
of life.

W e are  to be m ade wise by His teachings in the 
th ings of God.

W e are to  receive counsel a t  tim es of p e r­
plexities, an d  questions of life.

V. T h e  Sox Is  t h e  M i g h t y  G od

Ail th a t  the  M ig h ty  G od is by n a tu re  the  Son 
is to  be to  us.

All th e  a ttr ib u te s  of G od arc to be a t  o u r d is­
posal. T h a t is, H is pow er, H is presence, H is 
w isdom .

All H is v irtu es and  graces are to  be ours in the 
Son. H is love, patience, kindness, long-suffering, 
forgiveness, fo rbearance , every holy w ay  of G od 
is to su p p o rt us, com fort, and  help us. T h e  Son 
is our M igh ty  God.

V I. H e  I s  t h e  E v e r l a s t in g  F a t h e r

F o rev er are we to be in H is F a th e rly  care,
an d  sym p a th y . All th a t  a F a th e r is H e shall 
prove to  be forever.

V II. H e  I s  t h e  P r in c e  o f  P e a c e

W e a re  to have peace fro m  th e  A u tho r of our 
peace. H e keeps us in perfec t peace. H is peace 
sustains us an d  p ro tec ts  us as a guard  of soldiers. 
W e can live in peace, suffer in peace, and die in 
peace. W ith  G od we have peace, in C hrist we 
find peace. H e shall ta k e  us to  th e  hom e of 
peace and  rest.

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL
C om piled by  J .  G l e n n  G o u i .d

Epitaphs
N ear the village of Leam ington, Warwickshire, 

in a sm all co u n try  churchyard  connected w ith a 
beau tifu l ivy-covered  church , m ay be found a 
stone on w hich is th is  inscrip tion:

“H ere lies a m iser who lived fo r him self,
And cared for no th ing  b u t gathering  pelf.
N ow , w here he  is, o r how  he  fares,
N obody  know s and nobody  cares.”

A nother ep itaph  is in St. P a u l’s C a thed ra l in 
L ondon. Am ong the  m any m onum ents to  Eng­
lan d ’s heroic dead w hich th is building holds is 
one w hich a t  once arrests a tten tio n  by its sim ­
plicity an d  b eau ty . I t  is a p lain  sarcophagus on 
w hich rests a recum bent s ta tu e  of noble presence. 
B eneath th e  figures are  these w ords:

“ Sacred to  the  m em ory of 
G eneral C harles George G ordon,

W ho a t all tim es and everyw here gave his streng th  
to  the w eak, his substance to  the  poor, his sym ­

p a th y  to the suffering, his h ea rt to  G od.” 
W as there  ever a m ore b eau tifu l an d  significant 
e p itap h ?— Y o u th s’ Com panion.

Be Ye Therefore Perfect
T raversing  one n igh t a  city  street, I  was 

s ta rtled  by a sha rp  clanging above m y head. 
On looking up, I found  m yself d irectly  u n d er­
neath  a huge clock w hich w as strik ing  the  m id­
night hour. I to o k  m y w atch  from  m y pocket, 
and  l o ! the slender, overlying hands wrere p o in t­
ing exactly  to  the  h o u r of tw elve. I t  scarcely 
seem ed possible th a t  tin y  b it  of m echanism  in m y 
han d  could keep tim e w ith  the  huge m achinery  
th a t  filled the  w hole room  of the  to w er; but 
th e  p ro o f w as before me, an d  as I  gazed at the 
tw o  pairs of han d s of such diverse p roportions, 
I understood  as never before th a t  the  m ost insig­
nificant h um an  being needed only to  be clean, in 
runn ing  order, and  d iv inely  regulated  to  keep 
tim e w ith  D iv in ity  itself— to  be perfec t even as 
the  F a th e r  is perfec t .— C hristian A dvocate.

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
O ne n ight in S t. Louis, D w igh t L . M oody  

preached on the Philipp ian  jailer, an d  the  next 
m orning th e  G lobe-D em ocrat repo rted  th e  se r­
m on under a  sensational headline, “ H ow  th e  Ja ile r 
a t Philippi W as C augh t.” A  copy of th e  pap er 
was carried  in to  the  city ja il an d  fell in to  the 
hands of a no torious prisoner nam ed V alentine
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B urke. The result I condense from  M r. M o o d y ’s 
w ords.

T his m an  w as one of th e  w o rst characters 
know n to  the  St. Louis police. H e w as abo u t 
fo rty  years old a t  th a t  tim e, h ad  spent ab o u t 
tw en ty  years in jail, and  was th en  aw aiting  tr ia l 
on an o th e r serious charge. As B urke glanced 
over the  m orning news the headline caught his 
eye. T h ink ing  th a t  it w as some ja il new s, he be­
gan to  read  it. H e was so anxious to  see how  
the  jailer w as caught. H e th o u g h t he h ad  once 
passed th rough  a tow n called Philipp i, in Illi­
nois, and  supposed this was the  place referred  to .

E v ery  now  and  then  he came across the  w ords, 
“ Believe on th e  L o rd  Jesus C hrist, an d  thou  sh a lt 
be saved .” T h a t tex t w as q uo ted  nine tim es in 
th e  serm on.

B urke w ondered  w h a t h ad  happened  to the 
G lobe-D em ocrat, an d  looked a t  the  d a te . I t  
w as th a t  m orn ing ’s paper all right. H e w as d is­
gusted, b u t he could n o t shake off th a t  text, 
“ Believe on the  L ord  Jesus C hrist, an d  thou  
sha lt be saved.” G od used it  to  convict h im , and 
a  sense of his responsib ility  before G od rushed 
upon him . T here in h is cell a t  m idn igh t he 
p ray ed  for the  first tim e in his life. On th e  fo l­
low ing Sunday  he talked  w ith  the C hristian  friends 
w ho held service in the jail, and w as led in to  the 
light of the  gospel.

F ro m  th a t  n igh t B urke w as a  changed m an. 
F o r som e m onths a f te r  his release he tried  to 
find w ork, b u t no one w ould  tak e  him , know ing 
his past h isto ry . H e w ent to  N ew  Y ork , b u t w as 
unsuccessful and  re tu rn ed  to St. Louis. One day 
B urke received a  message from  the  sheriff th a t  
he was w anted  a t  the  courthouse. H e obeyed 
w ith  a  heavy  heart. “ Some old case th e y ’ve got 
against m e,” he said, “b u t if I ’m  gu ilty  I ’ll tell 
them  so. I ’ve done lying.”

T he sheriff greetly  h im  k ind ly . “W here have 
you been, B u rk e ? ” “In  N ew  Y o rk .” “W h at 
have you been doing th e re ? ” “ T ry ing  to  find an 
honest jo b .” “H ave you kep t a  good grip on 
the  religion you to ld  me a b o u t? ” inqu ired  the 
sheriff. “Y es,” answ ered B urke; “I ’ve h ad  a 
h a rd  tim e, sheriff, b u t I  h av en ’t  lost m y religion.”

“ B urke ,” said th e  sheriff, “I  have h ad  you 
shadow ed ever since you left jail. I  suspected 
y o u r religion w as a fraud . B u t I  am  convinced 
you are sincere, as y o u ’ve lived an  honest life, 
and  I  have sent fo r you to offer you  a  d ep u ty - 
sh ip  under m e. Y ou can begin a t  once.”

(14)

“Thou shalt love thy Neighbour”
A rem arkab le  illu stra tion  of th e  p rincip le of 

loving one’s neighbor as one’s self w as once given 
bv the  g rea t zoologist, C uvier. H e h ad  p lanned  
a  scientific w ork  w hen he learned  th a t  an o th er 
g rea t zoologist, Louis Agassiz, w as m aking  in ­
vestiga tions in the  sam e d irec tion . W h a t d id  
C uvier do?  D id  he go ahead  an d  publish  his 
boo k ?  H e d id  noth ing  of th e  k ind . H e handed  
over to  Agassiz th e  sketches he h ad  m ade and  
his m em oranda, an d  begged h im  to  accept and 
use them .

T h a t was loving one’s neighbor as one’s self. 
T he tru e  scientist, in fact, w orks fo r t r u th  an d  
n o t fo r himself. If  t ru th  is discovered an d  p ro ­
claim ed, he is h appy  w hoever discovers an d  p ro ­
claims it. If the b o u n d a ry  of h u m an  know ledge 
is extended, he rejoices, w hether he  is th e  in ­
s tru m en t of th is extension or a n o th e r .— C hristian  
H erald.

Modern Prodigals
Once a year the  police com m issioner of N ew  

Y ork  C ity  publishes a list of persons w ho have 
d isappeared . L ast y ea r  nearly  fo u r thou san d  
d ropped  o u t of sight. M a n y  were found, y e t 
the re  rem ained a t the  end of th e  y ear seven h u n ­
d red  an d  tw en ty -fiv e  to  be se t do w n  as “still 
m issing.”

W h a t chap ters in th e  book of life th is  record  
h o ld s ! F ro m  N o rth  an d  E ast an d  S ou th  and  
W est, over thousands of miles, the  g rea t candle 
of the  m etropolis d raw s its  h u m an  m oths. T hey 
dance a  little  w hile in its  light, an d  som e find 
places of p erm an en t safety  and  happiness. 
O thers, p e rhaps less w'ise, perhaps only m ore 
tender, are  scorched by th e  flame, d ro p  w ith  
singed wings, an d  craw l aw ay  to  hide in the  
first dark , friend ly  corner th a t  p resen ts itself,

A nd th is  is b u t one side of the trag ed y . T he 
o th er end of th e  th re a d  leads, it  m ay  be, to  som e 
far-o ff co u n try  hom e, w here  a  chair, still p laced 
a t  the  tab le , rem ains unoccupied , an d  a  nam e, a l­
though  never o u t of m ind, rem ains unspoken.

Police cap ta ins in any  large city  w ill tell you 
of quiet, p a tie n t figures th a t  go from  s ta tio n  to 
s ta tion , an d  from  hosp ita l to hosp ita l, asking 
th e ir  pa thetic  questions, peering  ever hopefully  
a t  prisoner and  p a tien t, till a t last th e y  b ring  
them selves to w'alk dow'n the  long line of m arble  
slabs an d  uncover the  face of one a f te r  an o th e r  
of the sheeted  figures in the  m orgue. T h e  police 
cap ta ins w ill also tell you  th a t  th e  agony of 
these searchers th a t  find a t last th e  th in g  they
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seek is o ften  less th an  the  suffering of those w ho 
are unsuccessful; w ho m ust con tinue to  rise up  
in th e  m orn ing  an d  lie dow n a t  n ight in the  aw ­
ful shadow  of u n certa in ty .

F o r m any  of these recorded as “still m issing” 
there will be no hom e-com ing. T he tide has ca r­
ried  them  ou t and  the m erciful sea has w 'rapped 
its m ystery  ab o u t them . B u t fo r those w ho still 
live— w ho rem ain  hidden because of sham e o r  lack 
of success, o r som e fancied w rong  or u n h ap p i­
ness in the  hom e they  left— how  great is the  
responsib ility  1 W ho shall absolve th em  if they  
do n o t say, “I  will arise an d  go to  m y F a th e r” ! 
— Y o u th ’s C om panion.

Transforming Power
P rofessor D rum m ond  w as in the  h ab it of giv­

ing S unday  n ig h t ta lks to  a  large audience of 
s tu d en ts  a t E d inburgh , and  alw ays asked those 
w ho h ad  any  m oral or sp iritua l difficulty to  w rite  
him  ab o u t it. One n ig h t he read  p a r t  of a le tte r

from  a m edical s tu d en t who had  fallen in to  deep 
sin. As he read  the  concluding w ords, w hich 
one w ho heard  it  said w ere w eighted  w ith  th e  
hopelessness of a  lost soul, P rofessor D rum m ond  
said, “ G entlem en, if th is m an had  given me his 
address I  w'ould have  come over to  E d inburgh  
by the next tra in  to  see him . I  w ould fain hope 
he is here to n ig h t.” A nd then  a fte r  telling w hat 
Jesus h ad  done fo r the pen iten t w om an an d  w h at 
he w ould do fo r the  depraved  to d ay , he  added, 
“As I w alked th rough  the city  th is m orning , I  
noticed  a cloud like a  pure w’h ite b an k  resting 
over the slums. W hence came i t?  T he g rea t sun  
had  sent dow n its beam s in to  the  city  slum s, an d  
the  beam s h ad  gone am ong the  puddles, and  
d raw n  ou t of them  w h a t th ey  sought, an d  h ad  
taken  it  a lo ft an d  purified  it, and  th e re  it  w as 
resting  above the  city , a  cloud as w hite  as snow ; 
an d  G od can m ake H is sain ts o u t of m aterial 
equally unfavorab le . H e can m ake a w hite cloud 
o u t of a puddle .”

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuniiiiHiiiiitiiNUUHniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiuiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiuiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiMiiinitiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiMimiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiuiiitiiiuiiiiiiiiniiiii

PRACTICAL
iniiiimiNUiniiMintiininmiaumniiiiiiMiiiniiiiuiniiiiiiiiiuiiiiiniiiiinninmiiiiiiiiniimiiiiiiiiiiiuniitiiiiniiiituMiiiiiiiiiiinMiiii

THE MINISTER A PSYCHOLOGIST
B y  B a s il  W . M il l e r  

T he tw en tie th  cen tu ry  m ust be cred ited  w ith  
the  discovery o f psychology. T heology w as the  
in terest of o u r yesterdays. I t  gave us G od and 
the  su p e rn a tu ra l, an d  tended  to  b lind  our eyes 
to the  existence an d  reality  of th e  n a tu ra l. B u t 
psychology has helped us discover m an, an d  to  
build  o u r p ro g ram  upon  the ab ilities an d  capaci­
ties of m an. T here  is no conflict betw een psychol­
ogy an d  theology— betw een m an an d  God. 
T hey supplem ent each o ther. T heology m ay em ­
phasize the  divine, an d  psychology th e  h u m an ; 
y e t ne ither denies the  w o rth  of the  o ther. A t 
the  ou tse t it  is well to  u n d erstan d  th e  distinction  
betw een psychology an d  theology. T h e  first 
studies th e  n a tu ra l processes of m an ’s behav ior, 
an d  does n o t try  to tell th e  sto ry  of the  super­
n a tu ra l, while the  second deals w ith  th e  divine 
elem ents. W hen  psychology th ro w s its search­
light upon  the  h u m an  elem ent, the  m otives, sen ti­
m ents, ideals w hich go to  m ake up h um an  p e r­
sona lity , it in no w ay  says th a t  these fo rm  the

en tire ty  of the  religious n a tu re  o r activities.
T h e  aim  in psychological p rocedure  as applied 

to a stu d y  of religion is to  outline the  m en ta l re­
actions. I t  does no t affirm  th a t  w h a t we can 
m easure, or define, is the  to ta lity  of th e  religious 
experiences.

T h e  N a t u r e  o f  P s y c h o l o g y  

T here  are  tw o types of psychology, th e  th eo ­
retical or pu re , an d  the  applied  o r p ractical. 
T heore tica l psychology has its in terest in  dis­
covering the n a tu re  of m ental activ ities, th e  func­
tioning  of the  b rain , the  origin and  developm ent 
of consciousness, types of m ental functions, the  
processes of m em ory, the  pow er of em otions, th e  
relation  betw een the  physical and  the  psychical, 
etc. I t  gives us a sta tem en t of th e  fact of con­
sciousness, the  ab ility  of tu rn in g  th e  m ind  upon 
itself th ro u g h  in trospection , the  law s of th e  em o­
tions, etc. As such it  has no in terest in the  app ly ­
ing of these principles to  p rac tica l activities.

On the  o th er h an d  applied  psychology has its 
in terest in relating  these principles to th e  vari­
ous phases of h u m an  behavior. H ere  we find
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the psychology of education , of advertising , p sy ­
cho therapy , or th e  app lication  of psychological 
law s to  th e  healing of diseases, character psychol­
ogy, m ental hygiene, industria l psychology, th e  
psychology of m anagem ent, etc. One purchases 
books on such subjects as psychology fo r the 
w riter, psychology for executives, psychology 
fo r insurance w riters, psychology fo r salesmen, 
an d  as is th e  case w ith  th is book, psychology for 
the  m inister.

T he d a ta  of psychology are the  various phases 
of h u m an  behavior. W herever o r in w hatever 
m anner m an  acts psychology finds th e  m aterials 
w ith  w hich it constructs its  science. T he be- 
h av iorist (and  all m ust recognize th a t  he has con­
tr ib u te d  to  o u r know ledge of the  science), m eas­
ures m an ’s ou tw ard  acts, w hile the  in trospection- 
ist tu rn s the  m ind w ith in  itself and  no tes its 
functionings. T he m ind reacts along various 
lines, such as willing, or acts of decision, feeling, 
o r  tim es w hen th e  em otions are w orking, and  
th inking. T he psychologist studies th e  physio log­
ical basis of th e  m en ta l system , the  b ra in  and 
the  nervous m echanism s. H e notes the  o u t­
w ard , or bodily , actions as indications of in ­
w ard  o r m ental behavior.

As a  social being, a religious being, an in d u s­
tr ia l w orker, one w ith e s th e tic  inclinations, and 
in all o th er phases of one’s in terests and life, 
the psychologist studies m an. I t  is well to  no te  
th a t  w hether m an be learning, in or o u t of 
school, o r function ing  as a m em ber of society, 
or appreciating  the  b eau ty  of a r t  o r lite ra tu re , 
o r  w orshiping G od th rough  song or p ray er or 
m editation , th e  sam e psychological fac to rs  en ter 
in to  the  d iverse experiences. M a n ’s religious ex­
periences th u s are carried  ou t th rough  the  same 
capacities as are h is o th er life con tacts.

In  delineating the  n a tu re  of psychological p ro ­
cedures one is confron ted  by th e  un ity  of psychi­
cal experiences o r activities. T h is u n ity  is seen, 
as no ted  above, by  the  fact th a t  there is only one 
set of psychological capacities. T h e  m ind is a 
u n it an d  th u s  reacts in w h a tev e r lines are neces­
sary. I t  has no “ faculties,” as we w ere tau g h t 
a t the  beginning of the  last tw en ty  years. I t  is 
n o t d iv ided in to  com partm en ts w hich function  
separa te ly , as will, th o u g h t, feeling. N o r has it 
S tructures as the  body. I t  has functions, capaci­
ties and  lines along w hich  it  can w ork. W e can 
b e tte r  view  psychological processes if we look 
a t  the  m ind as a vast telephonic exchange system , 
connections existing betw een its  some ten billion

neurones. W e do not tra in  the  m ind to rem em ­
ber by tra in ing  a facu lty  of m em ory , as we w ould  
an  arm  to  be strong . B ut we tra in  the m ind  in 
separa te  acts of m em ory.

I t  is also well to bear in m ind th a t  a psychical 
cause m ust precede every psychical act. W hen 
the  m ind th inks, activ ities of a m ental n a tu re  
m ust cause th is though t. O ut of the en tire ty  of 
the  m ind, the  subconscious and  th e  conscious fac­
tors, these m en ta l functions arise w ith  definite 
m ental causes.

T he conclusions of th is science fo rm  its laws, 
principles o r technics. W hen th e  psychologist 
tu rn s  to  advertising  he discovers certa in  m ethods 
of a ttrac tin g  a tten tio n , the  size of th e  ad v ertise ­
m ent best su ited  fo r the  average g roup. W hen 
he studies learn ing  am ong adolescents he sta tes 
those m ethods or m odes by  w hich the  adolescent 
m ay learn to  the  g rea test advan tag e . Likewise 
when he  tu rn s  his a tten tio n  to  th e  prob lem s of 
the m inister he aim s to discover those technics 
w hich will assist in a prac tica l m anner the  m in ­
ister in his duties. Since psychology can be 
defined as the science of h u m an  hehav ior, o r a 
study  of the  m ind in all its  functions, o r of 
personality , then  its  findings o r conclusions are 
of vital interest to the  m inister.

T h e  T a s k  o f  t h e  M in is t e r

T he d a ta  of the m in ister an d  of the  psycholo­
gist are the  same, th e  h um an  personality  in all its 
lines of behavior. T he psychologist studies the 
m ental life as w orking ou t in b eh av io r; the  m in ­
ister has for his task  th e  influencing of behav ior 
fo r the right. H e m ust w ork  th rough  th e  same 
m ental m echanism s an d  use the  sam e technics as 
the  psychologist. W e see then  the  v ita l con tact 
betw een these tw o . E very  m inister should  be a 
psychologist, in th a t  he m ay know  b e tte r  how  to  
influence behav ior, to fo rm  ch aracter, to  develop 
personality  in all its ram ifications.

M ore especially the m in ister has fo r his task  
the developm ent of one’s religious activ ities, or 
the  p roduction  of religious experiences. H e m ust 
know  how  to  lead  one in to  th e  deeper activ ities 
of the C hristian  life. H e is a specialist along the 
lines of charac te r fo rm ation . H e  se ts ideals for 
y o u th  to  follow . F ro m  the  h u m an  sta n d p o in t 
his is the  m olding of religious sentim ents.

T h e  m in ister develops the  w orship  a ttitu d e  and 
technic. M en m ust be ta u g h t how  to  w orsh ip  as 
they  are tau g h t how  to  s tudy . In  th e  p u lp it he 
guides the  w orship  p rog ram  of every service. 
H e selects such songs as will determ ine the  line
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of thought fo r th e  service. In  th e  public  p ra y ­
ers, w h e th e r by  him self o r an o th er, his aim  
should  be to  create an  atm osphere of w orship. 
H is serm ons, while hold ing o u t a tta in ab le  ideals, 
serve to  bu ild  up a w orsh ipfu l experience for 
the  congregation .

A gain, the w ork  of the  m in istry  is to  develop 
religious sentim ents, a ttitu d e s  and  ideals, all of 
w hich  fall w ith in  the  province of psychology. 
T he m in ister m u st know  how  to  m old religious 
sen tim ent in the  com m unity . H e establishes a t t i ­
tu d es to w a rd  sin an d  righteousness, political 
g ra ft an d  social im m orality . T h e  ideals which 
he fosters are to  be the  highest in the  realm  of 
charac te r fo rm ation . H e desires to  bu ild  up 
such sen tim en ts and  a ttitu d es  to w a rd  C hrist 
an d  the  p rog ram  of the  C hurch th a t  m en will 
accept the  gospel as th e ir  p lan  of life, th a t  they  
will follow  Jesus as th e ir L o rd  an d  M aster.

F inally  it  is to be seen th a t  n o t only does he 
crea te  a tti tu d e s  an d  ideals, b u t the  successful 
m inister seeks to develop religious ac tions which 
are  m o tiv a ted  by such ideals an d  sentim ents. F irs t 
there  m ust come the  sen tim ents to  be fostered, 
the  ideals to  be achieved, the  a ttitu d e s  to  be 
w orked  ou t, bu t th e  p rog ram  is com pleted  only 
when charac te r is form ed, religious lives are lived, 
and  w orship  becom es m ore th an  a m ere technic, 
b u t a living rea lity  th ro u g h  w hich one comes 
in to  co n tac t w ith  the divine.

T h e  M i n i s t e r  a n d  t h e  T e c h n i c s  o f  P s y c h o l o g y

H ence it is seen th a t the  w ork  of the  m in istry  
has m uch in com m on w ith  the  phases of psychol­
ogy. F irs t th e  d a ta  w ith  w hich he w orks are 
those phases of h u m an  behav ior w hich are related  
to  the  religious life. T he religious life, rightly  
understood , has con tacts w ith  every  p a r t  of one’s 
life. T he religious sentim ents m ust be function ­
ing in th e  business, the  social, the  educational 
life, as well as in those activ ities of a m ore spe­
cialized religious natu re , such as p rayer, w orship , 
etc.

Second, the  findings of psychology facilita te the  
m inister in carry ing  fo rw ard  his w ork . If  the 
psychologist says th a t  th e  lesson m ateria l m ust 
be g raded  to th e  capacity  of the  child, th en  the 
m in ister can w ell heed this, an d  use graded les­
sons in giving religious in struction . W here the  
psychologist affirm s th a t  th e  em otions are the 
springs of life 's g rea test blessings, th e  m inister 
shou ld  give a place for the  em otional appeals. 
If psychology outlines the  technics by w hich 
advertising  can be m ade forceful, then  let the

m inister use these principles. W here psychology 
has laid  dow n th e  law s of suggestion, if the  m in­
ister wishes to  bu ry  a suggestion in the m ind of 
the congregation  w hich shall spring  in to  action, 
let h im  follow  the  law s of suggestion to  do so 
m ost advantageously .

F inally , the  technics of changing behavior, as 
character psychology has discovered them , should 
be used by the m in ister w hen he wishes to  a lter 
conduct. I t  m ust be rem em bered th a t  we a re  n o t 
su b stitu tin g  th is fo r the  actions of grace, or of 
God, b u t we are  discussing the h um an  phases 
entering  in to  the  process. Im ita tio n , if rightly  
used, can assist in the  p roduction  of character 
changes. Suggestion is also pow erful. A proper 
env ironm ent is likewise forceful. W herever the 
psychologist has discovered such principles the 
m inister should be m ost anxious to  p u t them  
in to  practice.

M in i s t e r i a l  S u c c e s s  a n d  U se  o f  P s y c h o l o g y

L et it be understood  th a t  there are certain  
divine elem ents th a t  no am o u n t of psychology 
can ever be a substitu te  for. T he danger in any 
psychological s tudy  of the  problem s of th e  pasto r 
is th a t one w ill be led to th in k  th a t  psychology is 
a  cure-all for all character problem s, and an a n ­
tido te  for all m oral evils, and th a t its  laws can 
take th e  place of the divine in our program s of 
w orship  and  service. T his is the position o f the 
new religion of hum anism , w hich denies the  
d ivine in religion, an d  m akes it all hum an. 
W hen psychology becomes the p ro g ram  of the 
m inister, then  his religion is th a t of hum anism , 
w hich affirm s th a t  there are no divine elem ents 
entering  into the  religious experience. C a rry  w ith 
you, fellow -m inister, y o u r theology in to  this 
psychological study . F o r w ithou t it y o u r p ro ­
gram  will be th a t  of hum anism . W e refer only 
to  the  hum an elem ents; and  let y our theology 
furnish the  divine. T he tw o supplem ent each 
o ther.

T he m inister's success depends upon the cor­
rect use of religious appeals. H e appeals to  the 
conscience. H e appeals to  the  urges and  drives 
which result in successful, full and  com plete life. 
H e calls upon the  em otions to furnish  the  d riv ­
ing pow er fo r certa in  ac ts of life. T hen  there 
m ust also be the  intellectual appeal. Among 
some congregations the  strongest appeal is the 
em otional one. O thers w ant an  in tellectual p ro ­
gram . Some are satisfied only when th e ir reli­
gion becomes one of ac tiv ity , or service. T he 
h ap p y  com bination  is m ade up of all three. L et
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there be em otion, s trong  tides of feeling, sen ti­
m ents w hich w ill surge th rough  congregations; 
b u t w ith  it give an intellectual basis. T h e  m in­
ister should feci th a t  his w ork  is com plete only 
w hen it results in life, ac tiv ity . B ut our po in t is 
th a t  to be successful the  m inister m ust p roperly  
use these psychological appeals to  a tta in  the  end 
of his w ork.

Success, m oreover, is achieved th ro u g h  a 
p roper religious atm osphere. W here th e  a tm o s­
phere of the  service is th a t  of coldness, no sym ­
p a th y , no h eartfe lt em otional urges, th e  w ork  of 
th e  m inister lowers itself in to  th a t  of conducting  a 
lyceum  program . E very  un it of th e  church  a c tiv ­
ity  fo r each service m ust create a  p roper religious 
atm osphere. F o r instance the  hym ns should be 
selected in such a m anner as to  faster th e  religious 
appeal. T he reading of S crip tu re , th e  public 
p ray er, th e  sen tim ent of the  serm on, th e  bene­
d ic tion  should  unite  in creating th a t  religious, 
w orshipful a tm osphere, so th a t  w hen one leaves 
he w ill feel th a t  he has been in con tac t w ith  the 
div ine. T h is  un iting  of v aried  elem ents of the 
p rog ram  psychology can show  the  m in ister th e  
best m ethods for so doing.

W e are  discovering th a t every ind iv idual differs 
rad ically  from  others. In  our school p rogram s 
w e are  beginning to  give a place fo r such in d i­
v id u a l differences. T he p as to r  w ho will serve his 
congregation  the best w ill be the  one w ho will 
u nderstand  these differences, an d  will build his 
p rog ram  a ro u n d  them . E very  m inister know s 
th a t  there  are certain  things he canno t say in his 
p u lp it, fo r fear of offending som eone. W hile 
th e  very  th ings w hich w ould offend some, w ould  
greatly  please o thers. E ach m inister finds th a t  
spm e m em bers of the  congregations like fo r the 
p rog ram  to  be builded  upon an  in tellectual a p ­
peal, w ith  the  em otional elem ents com pletely 
subm erged. W ith  o thers unless there  is a dom ­
inance of th e  em otional, the  service is called a 
failure. Some of the  p opu lar religious m ove­
m ents have  builded th e ir  appeals only upon the 
em otions, and  all those w ho a tten d  a re  high- 
s tru n g  in  th e ir em otional na tu re. A t th is po in t 
th e  princip le of ind iv idual differences, as laid 
dow n by  the  psychologist, comes to th e  aid of the 
m inister.

T he creation  of a tten tio n  is p u re ly  a psycho­
logical procedure. W h eth er or n o t one realizes it, 
if he will follow  certain  principles he  will gain 
an d  ho ld  the  a tten tio n  of the  congregation, and  
let h im  vio late those laws, an d  he w ill “ lose”

his congregation. T he ab ility  to unify  a con­
gregation  in  its  th ink ing  is basic to  the achieve­
m en t of a  successful appeal to it. T h e  law s of 
suggestion te ll you how  to  do this. W e th u s see 
th a t  w hether we realize it or no t, every successful 
m inister a t  'heart m ust be a shrew d psychologist. 
T ak e  M oody , fo r instance, w ho in his hand ling  
of a congregation w as unexcelled, th o u g h  he h ad  
never stud ied  psychology. Still n a tu ra lly  he ap ­
plied the  law s from  the  h um an  s ta n d p o in t w hich 
th e  psychologist has discovered. L e t us n o t fail 
to rem em ber th a t  w ith  th a t  ab ility  th ere  was 
the divine elem ent.

P s y c h o l o g y  a n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r ’s W o r k  w i t h  

A b n o r m a l  P e r s o n s  a n d  E x p e r ie n c e s

Some experiences are pure ly  no rm al, as also 
are som e m inds. W hen dealing w ith  these the  
w ork  of th e  m inister, from  th e  psychological 
s tandpo in t, is th a t  of keeping them  norm al. H e 
is th en  dealing w ith  m en ta l hygiene. H e is in ­
s tru c tin g  the  ind iv idual in th e  a r t  of being a 
norm al religious person. H e is like the  doctor 
one goes to  see w hen he  is well, seeking advice 
as to how  to  rem ain  well. These persons do no t 
cause the  m in ister a g rea t deal of anxiety . I t  is 
th e  large g roup  of abn o rm al ones ab o u t w hom  he 
w orries. L et us note som e of these abnorm alities.

Som e persons ho ld  belief abnorm alities. 
T hey  stress one elem ent of t ru th  to  the  u tte r  
exclusion of o thers. Som e are obsessed w ith  
certain  beliefs, such as the  feeling th a t  they  are 
u tte r ly  cast off from  G od, and  th a t  th e re  is no 
approach  to  H im . T h is  is very  com m on am ong 
religious abnorm alities. Som e ty p es of insan ity  
center a ro u n d  th is belief, though  specialists in 
these  nervous d isorders avow  th a t  the  type of 
belief has no th ing  to  do a t  all in th e  p roduction  
of the insan ity . Som e have obsessions of fear 
of a religious n a tu re , an d  all the ir C hristian  ac tiv ­
ities are  thereby  paralyzed.

W e hav e  long recognized th a t  there  are con­
version  abnorm alities, w here one is ta u g h t to 
th in k  of conversion as a highly em otional experi­
ence, a tte n d e d  by  characteristic  irregu larities, 
fain ting  spells, m uscu lar con trac tions, the  speak­
ing in tongues, etc. T he w ork  th en  of th e  m inis­
te r  becomes one of a specialist, w ho will be able 
to lead the  ind iv idual from  th e  ab n o rm ality  to 
th e  no rm al experience, an d  po in t o u t th e  danger­
ous trends.

S ta rb u ck  in his early  w o rk  on the  psychology 
of religion po in ted  o u t a  ty p e  of false sanctifi­
cation , w here the  experience of consecration  and

(18)
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subm ission to G od’s w ill w as n o t perfect, o r com ­
plete, an d  the life w as n o t an  exam ple of p u rity  
an d  righteousness. T hese abnorm alities are  v a r ia ­
tions from  the  s ta n d a rd  experience an d  a re  to  be 
shunned . B u t the  question  is, how  can the  m in ­
ister lead the  in d iv idual to  the  n o rm a l experience, 
once th e  ab n o rm al has gained con tro l?  H ere 
the  preacher becom es a psychologist, an d  follow s 
the principles of p sych ia try , o r abn o rm al p sy ­
chology.

W h a t w e call “ new  psychology” m akes m uch 
of complexes, w hich sim ply m eans th a t  an  idea 
or force is lodged in th e  unconscious m ind  un til 
it g a thers a  sufficient nu m b er of sim ilar ideas 
a ro u n d  it, and  g rad u a lly  becom es a  contro lling  
fac to r in  one's life. T he pasto r will discover 
m an y  am ong h is people w ho are dom inated  by 
complexes. Som e of these have  th e  superio rity  
com plex, o thers the  in ferio rity , som e th e  sex 
com plex, to  w hom  every th ing  is sex, still o thers 
have  the  fea r com plex, an d  on th ro u g h  th e  list. 
W hen he faces these abnorm alities, a t  once he 
becom es a  new  psychologist, and  m ust em ploy 
th e  technics of th e  science. H e m u st learn  how  
to m ake th is unconscious force conscious, how  to  
sub lim ate  a  low er ty p e  of u rge in to  a  higher, etc. 
We th u s see th a t  am ong  all types of religious 
abnorm alities, th e  m in ister becom es a psychologist, 
using the  tools of th a t  science in the  in terests of 
his religious activ ities.

M i n i s t e r ’s  P r o g r a m  B u il d e d  o n  P s y c h o ­

l o g ic a l  B a s is

W hether the  m in ister is build ing  a  w orship  p ro ­
g ram  fro m  th e  h u m an  s tan d p o in t, o r leading 
grow ing  persons in to  an  experience of fellow ­
ship w ith  Jesus, his w;o rk  m ust p roceed along 
psychological lines. W hen  he appeals to  the  con­
gregation  th ro u g h  public speaking, he m ust use 
those  principles of good speech w hich w ill m ake 
his w ork  effective. W hen advertising  he m ust 
do so as to  a t tr a c t  those  w ho are  outside of his 
regu lar congregation  to  his services. H is law s 
will be found  to  be those of th e  psychology of 
advertising . I f  he functions as an  executive, his 
w ork  w ill be identical w ith  th a t  of th e  m an ­
ager of a  business concern, an d  he  w ill follow 
“ the  stra teg y  of hand ling  m en .” W here th e  m in­
ister becom es p a s to r  an d  adm in isters sp iritu a l 
conso lation  and  com fort to  th e  sick an d  defec­
tive of the  p a rish  he will be led to  no te  a 
g rea t sim ilarity  betw een  his w ork  an d  th a t of the

wise physician , w hen he em ploys th e  principles 
of p sycho therapy .

As long as religion resides in h um an  person­
alities th e  m inister m ust be a  psychologist. One 
could well say th a t  there is no th ing  of psychology 
foreign to  th e  w ork  of the  m inister, w hether he 
functions as p reacher, pasto r, or executive.

T he suprem e w ork  of the  m inister as a psychol­
ogist is found  in th a t  he m ust build  his p rog ram  
upon good w ill en tirely . T he teacher can use 
coercion in h is w ork  as a psychologist. T he sales­
m an w orks th rough  the  force of financial gain. 
T he executive can d ic ta te  his policies and  p r in ­
ciples. B u t the m in ister m ust build  u p  good 
will to  enforce or carry  o u t his p rog ram . M en 
w ork w ith  h im  in  building the  p rog ram  of the  
church  as m em bers of his cabinet, o r official 
b oard , purely  because of th is good will, or desire 
to serve. H is teachers are  n o t paid, b u t his 
policy of good will has aroused  the ir  desire to 
so labor. T he creation  of th is good will is a psy ­
chological p roblem .

P s y c h o l o g y  a n d  T h e o l o g y

In  conclusion let us s ta te  the difference be­
tw een psychology an d  theology. Psychology, as 
we have  noted , deals w ith  th e  hum an, th e  m eas­
urable  elem ents. I t  does n o t say th a t  these 
h um an  elem ents are all th a t  go to  compose the  
religious experience. I t  show s us how  to  build  
the  religious experiences from  the  angle of hum an  
activ ities. I t  righ tly  does n o t p u rp o rt to  be 
the  en tire  process. In  such m atte rs  as p rayer, 
conversion, etc., it  recognizes th a t  there are  
o ther factors, surely of a divine natu re , w hich 
en te r in.

On the o th er h an d  theology deals w ith  the 
facts of religion as they  have  been revealed in 
the  S crip ture. Theology believes in the  exist­
ence of G od because revelation  sta te s  th a t God 
is, while psychology posits H is existence purely 
from  the  rea lity  of m an ’s need of God. T h eo ­
logy says th a t  supernatu ra lism  is tru e  because 
the  Bible avow s such, while psychology, em pha­
sizing the  n a tu ra l in all the  phenom ena of hum an  
experience, calls fo r the  su p e rn a tu ra l only in 
those  places w here n atu ra listic  explanations are 
insufficient.

H ence psychology an d  theology a re  reconcil­
able. T hey are bo th  fac to rs of th e  sam e process. 
Psychology sta te s th e  h um an  elem ents entering 
in to  m an ’s experience, while theology delineates 
the  divine elem ents found therein .
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GIVE ATTENTION TO READING
B y  W . G. S c h u r m a n

I WAS very  m uch helped recently  by the  read­
ing of a book w ritten  by W im berly on “ Bea­
con L ights of F a ith .” I was also m uch blessed 

by reading the  “ Life of R ev. P . F. Bresee,” by D r. 
A. M . Hills. D r. H ills’ booklet contains only 96 
pages, paper cover, and  costs the sm all sum  of 
25c. I t  should be read th ro u g h o u t our denom ina­
tion  un til every m em ber becom es tho rough ly  fa ­
m iliar w ith the life of the  founder of o u r church. 
E very  preacher ought to  send fo r a num ber of 
copies, as m any as his church needs, and  get th is 
good book in to  every hom e, and  I was wishing 
th a t  som e sim ilar m ethod  m ight be follow ed w ith 
reference to  R ev. W im berly 's book, i. e., a paper 
covered edition, selling fo r from  20c to  25c, 
each book dealing w ith  th e  life of one of the 
heroes of M r. W im berly ’s book. I t  w ould be a 
source of in fo rm ation  to  every lay m em ber as to 
the outstanding characteristics in the  life of such 
men as W esley, M ueller, Savonarola, L u the r, and  
o th er “ Beacon L ights of F a ith .” I t  could not 
help b u t be a g reat blessing to the  reader, and 
it seems to  me th a t w ith  the aid of the pastors, 
w'ould be a great m oney-m aker for th e  P ub lish­
ing H ouse. F o r years I have been convinced th a t 
som ething should  be done ab o u t supplying our 
people w ith paper covered books and booklets a t 
such a price as w ould p u t w ith in  the reach of 
all of our people these good books. I shall be 
happy  indeed when th a t  day  approaches when 
there  is a union betw een our p as to rs an d  the 
Publishing H ouse w hich is b ound  to result in so 
m uch good. If  one thousand  of o u r preachers 
w ould  w rite  in to th e  Publishing H ouse asking for 
such booklets, I believe it w ould be certainly 
som ething th a t  would fill a  long-felt w an t by  our 
people.

T h e  R ig h t  S p i r i t  

I recently  received a C hristm as card  from  a 
young m an  w ho a tten d ed  th e  Sunday  school 
class in the  old H udson , N . H ., M . E. C hurch, 
of w hich I  w as teacher, th a t  b ro u g h t to  m y 
m ind the  early  days of m y C hristian  life, before 
I becam e acquain ted  w ith  the  holiness m ovem ent. 
I to ld  in a p revious artic le  ab o u t w orking fo r the 
W. D. B rackett Shoe C om pany in N ashua, N . H . 
I im m ediately  to o k  up m em bership w ith  the  M . 
E. church  in the  little  to w n  across the  M errim ac 
R iver in H udson . T h e  big church  in the  city  
d id n o t appeal to me, first because th ey  w ere

seem ingly so very  w orld ly , an d  second, because 
there d id n o t seem to be any  place w here I could 
fit in an d  do m uch fo r th e  L ord . T here was a 
little  strugg ling  church on the o th e r side of the 
river th a t  needed help, and  th e  pas to r urged me 
to unite. M y  chum  an d  ro om m ate , w ho is now  
an M . E. p as to r  in N ew  H am psh ire , a tten d ed  the  
church w ith  me. T hey heated  the  building w ith 
wood. They h ad  no p rayerm eeting  in the church, 
and  I w as very soon elected on th e  church board  
an d  suggested having prayerm eetings. T heir a r ­
gum ent against th e  p rayerm eeting  w as th a t  they 
could not afford to pay a ja n ito r  m uch m oney, 
and  as the w ood had  to  be saw ed before it w ent 
in to  th e  furnace, they  d id n o t w-ant to go to  any 
ex tra  expense. Im pulsively, I im m ediately  offered 
to do the  w ork  of ja n ito r  and  h ea t the  church 
fo r every religious service they  conducted , w ith  
the  understand ing  th a t  for all the suppers, fairs, 
festivals an d  “shindigs” in w hich  they  indulged, 
som eone else w ould have to  cut the  w ood and 
heat the  church.

T hey to o k  m e up on it very  quickly, so I be­
cam e duly  appo in ted  ja n ito r  of said church. A 
crow d of youngsters know n as th e  M errim ac 
Bridge gang, b u t sho rtened  by  me to  “ T he D irty  
D ozen,” presented prom ising  m ateria l fo r a S u n ­
day school class. I succceded in getting  fo u r­
teen o r fifteen boys and  organizing them  in to  a 
class, w hich I taugh t for tw o  years, an d  they  
professed to  th in k  a g rea t deal of me. T hey were 
no t overly enthusiastic ab o u t religion b u t did 
give me th e ir  good a tte n tio n  du ring  the th ir ty -  
five m inutes I tau g h t them . I offered a prize to 
the  one w ho w ould come for six m onths w ith o u t 
missing a Sunday . O nly one fellow m ade good, 
and  I rem em ber going to  the  jew eler an d  buying 
him  a gold  ring an d  p resenting  it to  h im  before 
the  class as an inducem ent to  the  o th er scholars 
to a tte n d  m ore regularly , b u t he w as suspicious 
of such a presen t an d  w ent to a jew eler in to w n  
and  h ad  the ring exam ined as to  its w o rth . The 
jew eler in form ed  h im  th a t  it w as genuine and  
nam ed the  price w hich he considered th e  ring 
w orth . I t  so surp rised  th e  young m an th a t  I 
h ad  n o t fooled him  th a t he becam e m y staunchest 
friend , an d  his boosting for me as being a reg­
ular fellow gave th e  boys a m ore k ind ly  feeling 
to w a rd  th e  “ religious n u t” w ho conducted  the 
Sunday  school class a t  the  M . E . church .

I held th is class, as I said, fo r ab o u t tw o 
years w hen I received the  bap tism  of the  H oly  
G host, an d  w ent to  th e  holiness mission in the
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city  of N ashua. A s I look back I am  n o t sure 
th a t  I acted  wisely. T h e  p as to r  of the  church 
cam e to  me personally  an d  p leaded w ith  me th a t 
if I could n o t see m y w ay  clear to  a tte n d  the 
services an d  listen to  h im  preach  I a t least would 
con tinue  to  hold  the  class of boys, fo r he said 
th a t  w hen I was aw ay  they  w ould com e a ro u n d  
the door a t the  S u nday  sd ioo l ho u r and  look in, 
an d  then  go aw ay  like sheep w ithou t a shepherd. 
I  th in k  if I h ad  it all to  do over again I  w ould  
have stuck by them , and  yet there  seemed to  be 
such little  gospel preached  by those m en w ho 
have gone to  th e ir  rew ard  long ago th a t  my 
soul w as h ungry  to  go ou t an d  accom plish som e­
th ing  fo r G od. A num ber of those boys m ade 
good  an d  I am  sure I am  n o t boasting  w hen I 
say 1 th in k  I helped them  to  see th a t  there  w as 
som eth ing  b e tte r  th a n  hanging a ro u n d  th e  corner 
and  sm oking cigarettes and  raising m ischief in 
general. O ne of th e  boys is in business fo r h im ­
self, an o th e r  is the  cashier of a bank  in the  city 
of N ashua, N. H .; there  w ere tw o  or three 
C atholic boys am ong them  b u t I lost track  of 
th em  w hen I s ta rte d  preaching in the little  
holiness mission.

S hortly  a f te r  th a t  we were led to  ask  for our 
church  le tters, an d  M rs. Schurm an  and  I  w ent 
up to  th e  parsonage one n igh t and  to ld  the 
p as to r  th a t  we felt w e w an ted  to w orship w ith 
the  holiness people. H e g ran ted  them  very 
courteously  and  asked us to jo in  hands w ith  
h im  an d  his w ife while they  sang, “ Blest be the  
tie th a t  b inds.” Som ehow  we felt th a t  the hym n 
was no t ap p ro p ria te . I t  is tru e  we w ere p rofess­
ing to  w orship  th e  sam e C hrist, b u t it  d id  n o t 
seem as though  o u r h earts  were b o und  very close­
ly, an d  y e t I felt a t  the  tim e th a t  I  w as doing 
th e  w ill of G od. I am  not sure a t  th is tim e  but 
w h a t I d id  th e  righ t thing. T h e  church  owed 
me a y e a r’s sa lary  fo r ja n ito r  w ork  an d  I 
handed  the p as to r th a t  n igh t a receip ted  bill. 
M any  of those people th o u g h t I w as too reli­
gious and  over-zealous, b u t they never could say 
th a t I d id  not co n tr ib u te  liberally  to  th e  church, 
and  w hen th e  p as to r  to ld  the  church  board  th a t 
I h ad  handed  him  a receipt in full it b rough t 
fo rth  m any  kind expressions from  those people 
who could  n o t u n d erstan d  w hy m y religion did 
n o t perm it m e to indulge in suppers, fairs, fes­
tivals, m instrels an d  such like. I o ften  w onder 
w h at w ould hav e  becom e of me had  I stayed 
w ith  them . I t  is barely  possible I w ould  have 
been w ith o u t G od ton igh t, and  one th in g  is

sure I w ould nev er have been in the m inistry . 
I do n o t regre t the step  I took  b u t I w onder 
if I could no t have done it ju st a  little  d if ­
ferently . T h a t church had , to  m y know ledge, 
p ronounced U nitarians, U niversalists and  C hris­
tian  Scientists am ong its m em bers. I never saw 
any th ing  in the lives of m any  of those people 
to m ake me believe th a t  they  h ad  ever m et th e  
L ord . T hey loved the  w orld, and  th e  th ings of 
the w orld. M y  soul w as on fire for God and  th e  
sa lvation  of men. T hey  did no t support the  pas­
to r, to m y know ledge. I was Sunday  school 
superin tenden t, p resident of the  E p w o rth  League 
and distric t stew ard . I w ent out from  hom e to  
hom e the  last m onth  of the  church year and 
solicited from  the m em bers m oney to  pay the 
p a s to r’s sa lary . H e was to  receive $500 a year 
an d  the parsonage, and  a t the  end of eleven 
m onths they  w ere $268 beh ind  in his salary . N o 
appeal could be m ade to th em  from  the  sta n d ­
point of consecration and  when they  gave m oney 
they  gave grudgingly. M ost of them  have gone 
to th e ir  rew ard . A few rem ain. W e will m eet 
them  at the judgm ent. W hile the L ord  m ay not 
approve of all m y actions, I am  sure H e will be 
b ound  to  say if th e  course I pursued  was n o t best, 
it w as a ttr ib u tab le  to my head ra th er th an  m y 
heart.

I loved God. N othing would tu rn  me back in 
those days. 1 w ould take  issue w ith my ow n 
fa th e r  and  m o ther or the preacher as quickly as 
1 would w ith a stranger. G od had  saved me—  
saved me fro m  som e h ab its w hich w ould  have  
ruined me long ere this, and  I have never k now ­
ingly show n th e  w hite fea ther since th e  n ight 
G od saved me to the p resen t tim e. T he only 
th in g  th a t arises is the  question of m y spirit.

T he lodgeroom  w as a m enace to the  church 
in -that tow n. T here was a  lodge m eeting every 
n ig h t except S a tu rd ay  an d  S unday  in th e  tow n 
hall, and  our poor church could n o t even have 
a supper, to  say noth ing  of a revival m eeting, 
if it conflicted w ith th e  program  of the  lodge. 
I opposed it and  fought it ;  I ha ted  i t ;  I de­
nounced it publicly an d  private ly , I could see 
it w as a  cancer ea ting  in to  th e  vita ls of the 
church, an d  1 denounced it in w ords of no uncer­
ta in  sound. Of course it  m ade enemies. They 
w ould tak e  th e  children from  our Sunday  school 
and  rehearse them  Sunday a fternoons fo r some 
play  th a t they  w ere p u ttin g  on to  raise funds for 
the  lodge. I cried ou t against it in the  church 
services.

(21)
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W hen G od sanctified  me H e rem inded me of 
some of these things, an d  I  rem em ber going to  
the  head of the  lodge an d  saying som ething like 
th is, “ G od has sanctified m y soul, and  I  feel 
th a t I  w an t to  come an d  say som ething  to  you 
m en because of w h a t I  have said. N o t th a t  I 
have any  condem nation  fo r saying w h at I  did 
fo r I still feel th a t I  w as right, b u t G od has 
show n me th a t  m y spirit was n o t good and  th a t  
I have n o t m anifested  H im  to  you people in some 
of m y speeches th a t  I  have m ade against the 
lodge.” Y ou never saw  such nervous people in 
yo u r life. T hey  d id n o t w a n t to  ta lk  to  me. 
T hey said, “T h a t’s all right, M r. Schurm an, we 
forgive you if th a t  w ill m ake you  feel b e tte r ,” 
b u t you never saw  people so anxious to  get aw ay. 
I look fo rw ard  to the  judgm en t w hen we shall 
s ta n d  before the  K ing an d  give an account of 
our stew ardship , an d  again  I  repeat th a t  I  am  
n o t fearfu l of the  result in th a t  day  even though , 
as I  look back, I w onder w hy I  could n o t have  
show n m ore w isdom  in dealing w ith  these p ro b ­
lems. “A soft answ er tu rn e th  aw ay , w ra th , b u t 
g rievous w ords stir up anger.” I t  is a wise m an, 
indeed, w ho know's w hen to  fight and  w hen to 
gracefully re tire  from  the  fray .

I  am  no t try in g  to  tell anyone how  to  do  it, 
b u t a f te r  being in the w ay for over th ir ty  years, 
an d  observing the different tactics of different 
C hristian  w orkers, I am  convinced in m y ow n 
m ind th a t  the  only w ay to  judge a C hristian  
m an or w om an is by the  spirit he m anifests, and 
to m anifest th e  sp irit of C hrist alw ays, under 
every circum stance, is som ething th a t  any  C hris­
tian  m ight well covet. I do n o t know  it all, b u t 
I have  learned some things.

W as  i t  n o t  t h e  B e t t e r  W a y ?

A m an cam e to  me in the  early  days of m y 
m in istry  in  Chicago F irs t church, and  said, “ I t  
does n o t seem as though  I  am  going to be able 
to  w orship  w ith you. Y ou do n o t seem to  give 
m y w'ife th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  carry  on h er w ork 
as in years gone b y .” I tried  to show  him  w here 
I  w an ted  to help  bo th  h im  and  h is w ife, bu t 
every so often he w ould come to me w ith  a  griev­
ance. A t last I  took  him  by  him self an d  said, 
“ N ow  m y b ro ther, I  believe you are a good m an, 
I  believe you have good religion, b u t I do no t 
believe you will ever be able to  w ork w ith  me. 
I w'ould advise you an d  yo u r wife to  take yo u r 
le tte r  an d  unite  w ith  an o th e r C hurch of the  
N azarene in this city an d  let us be friends. Go 
w here you  th in k  you can w ork  and  do the  m ost

good, and  w e w ill p ray  the  blessing of G od to  
follow  y o u .” T hey  did so. H e has gone on to  his 
rew ard  b u t long before he  left th is w orld  it  w as 
p roved  th a t m y course was a wise one. H e w as 
m y friend un til dea th . M a n y  th e  tim e I  have 
gone to  his hom e and  sa t dow n to  a fine tab le 
that, was groaning under th e  good th ings p ro ­
vided by h im  an d  cooked by  his good wife. 
W hy fuss w ith  m en because th e y  canno t w ork  
w ith  y o u ?  W hy say  th a t  th ey  are  backslidden 
or have  no religion because th ey  canno t seem 
to  yoke up  w ith  y o u ?  A th o u sa n d  tim es b e tte r  
to  have  him  w orking fo r G od a n d  be  yo u r 
friend  while th e  m em ber of an o th e r  society th an  
to  be con tinually  irr ita te d  and  even tually  tu rn  
o u t to  be y o u r enem y in y o u r ow n congregation.

C o m m u n i t y  I n t e r e s t s

A num ber of p reachers have asked m y opinion 
ab o u t tak ing  an  ac tive  p a r t  in  com m unity  in ­
terests, such as M in isteria l A ssociations, Y. M . 
C. A., U nion T hanksg iv ing  services an d  such like. 
1 th in k  m uch depends upon  th e  caliber of the  
m en who dom inate  the life of th e  com m unity . I 
p reached  once for a Y. M . C. A. crow d in N ew  
E ngland , and  th a t  w as th e  last chance I  ever had . 
I  held a num ber of n oonday  m eetings in an o th er 
Y. M . C. A. building w ith  the  com m endation  of 
the  secre ta ry  b u t the  “ pow ers th a t  be” m ade it 
v ery  clear th a t  M r. Schurm an  go t too  personal 
in  his dealings w ith  m en. M y  services w ere re­
quired no longer. In  the  local Y . M . C. A., w here 
I  now  reside, one of the  best friends I have  is 
th e  secre tary . N o finer crow d of p as to rs ever 
lived th an  those com posing the  E nglew ood M in ­
isterial A ssociation. I  h a d  the privilege of be­
ing presiden t of the  said  M in isteria l A ssociation 
in E nglew ood fo r tw o  o r th ree years and  they 
alw ays extended to m e th e  greatest courtesy.

O ur local church  alw ays takes p a r t  in  the 
union T hanksg iv ing  service, an d  th e  E nglew ood 
P reachers’ A ssociation has a “ W atch  a t  the  Cross 
Service" on Good F rid a y  from  12:00 o ’clock noon 
till th ree o ’clock in the  afte rn o o n , an d  one year 
the  V aughan R adio  Q u arte t d id the  singing. W e 
believe th a t Chicago F irs t church  has th e  respect 
of every o th er church  in the com m unity , b u t th is 
E nglew ood M in isteria l A ssociation is n o t d om in ­
ated  by U n itarians, U niversalists an d  such like. 
W hile the  door is open fo r all, I  do n o t know  of 
any th a t  a tte n d  except evangelical preachers, and 
a finer body  of m en canno t be found  anyw here. 
I have heard  of places w here  th is U n ita r ian  ele­
m ent p redom inated , b u t I hav e  never, know ingly,
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sa t on the sam e p la tfo rm  in a  religious service 
w ith  a m an w ho denies th a t  Je su s C hrist is the 
Son of God, nor do I th in k  I  ever will unless the 
L o rd  b rings me to  see d ifferently  from  w h a t I 
do tonigh t.

I f  W e  F a il  W h a t  T h e n  

A careful perusal of the  new spapers reveals 
th e  fact th a t  R ussia is sending her com m unistic 
m issionaries to  C hina, and  filling th e ir m inds w ith 
th e ir  pernicious teaching. I am  m ade to  feel th a t  
if C hristian  m issionaries do n o t evangelize these 
heathen  nations, these h ea th en  nations will, in 
tu rn , be a very  costly p roposition  to  C hristendom . 
The C hurch of Jesus C hrist, in h e r  failure to 
p resen t H im  to  these darkened  n ations will yet, 
I fear, p ay  dearly  fo r th e ir  neglect, ju s t as the  
failure of the hom e church  to  evangelize our ow n 
co u n try  an d  be a sp iritu a l m elting po t fo r the  
g rea t influx of em igrants, now  pays m illions of 
dollars to  fight crim e prevailing  generally  am ong 
th is alien elem ent. T h in k  it over, pasto rs, and 
then  ask yourself if you th in k  the  C hurch  of 
Jesus C hrist is to p -h eav y  on missions.

R e a d y  fo r  H is  C o m i n g  A g a in  

In  looking over a preacher’s lib ra ry  recently , 
1 found a num ber of books w ith  nam es in them  
o ther th a n  the  p a s to r ’s, an d  asked h im  how  he 
happened  to  have  them . H e frank ly  to ld  me th a t 
they  w ere b o rro w ed  books th a t  had  n o t been re­
tu rned , b u t said, “ B ro ther Schurm an , how  abo u t 
y o u r lib ra ry —h a v e n ’t you go t som e?” I  said, 
“ I th in k  n o t. I th in k  there are very  few books 
in m y lib ra ry  b u t w h at a re  m y ow n .” One day 
while rearrang ing  them , to  m y surprise I found  
over 23 books in m y lib ra ry  th a t  d id no t belong 
to  me. N eedless to  say, I laid  them  aside and 
go t th em  back  to  th e ir  ow ners as quickly as 
possible. H ow  ab o u t you, b ro th e r  p a s to r?  H ow  
m any  books have  you in y o u r lib ra ry  th a t  have 
been b o rrow ed  from  som eone else? I w onder if 
you have any  o f  m ine? I f  so, k indly  re tu rn  them . 
Let us do our best to  get these books in to  the 
hands of. their, r ig h tfu l ow ners during  1931. T he 
L ord  .may come th is year.

E x a m in in g  a C a n d id a t e  f o r  C h u r c h  

M e m b e r s h i p  

I never saw  the  S ta tu e  of L ib e rty  b u t once, 
an d  th a t  w as fro m  a  distance, b u t as I looked 
a t it, I  in te rro g a ted  it as to  its eligibility for 
m em bership  in the  C hurch  of the  N azarene. I 
said, “ D o you use to b a c c o ? ” and it seemed to

answ er “N o .” “D o you d rink  hom e b re w ? ” “N o .” 
“ D o you belong to a lo d g e?” “ N o .” “A re yo u r 
robes unbecom ing a  C h ris tian ?” I t  seemed to 
say  “N o .” “ D o you rouge yo u r cheeks o r use 
lipsticks? D o you  w ear beads? D o you you  
w ear flesh colored hose? Is y o u r  h a ir  b o b b ed ?” 
I t  seemed to m eet me w ith  the  p roper answ er to  
every question  I asked. B u t th o u g h  it  seemed 
to m eet every requ irem ent as per the  stan d ard  
held  up by some holiness preachers, I  still hesi­
ta ted  giving it  the righ t han d  of fellow ship. I 
found  th a t  th e  S ta tu e  of L iberty  never a tten d ed  
prayerm eeting  and  stayed  ou t n igh ts; its  excuse 
w as th a t  i t  w as there  to  give light to those in 
darkness. I aw aked  in stan tly  to  the  fact th a t  
the religion of Jesus C hrist was n o t m ade up of 
negations. T he sta tu e  qualified in every one of 
those, b u t it h ad  no life, and  I rem em ber th a t  
the  Scrip tures d id n o t say th a t  we should  h a te  
every th ing  th a t  h u rts  our cause b u t “T ho u  shalt 
love the L o rd  th y  G od w ith  all th y  heart, w ith  
all th y  soul, \vith all th y  m ind an d  w ith  all th y  
s tren g th , an d  th y  neighbour as thyse lf.” On 
these tw o  com m andm ents hang all the  law  an d  
th e  p ro p h e ts .” As the  S ta tue  of L ibe rty  could 
no t qualify  along these lines, she is still o u t in 
th e  cold, and  though possessing m any  of the 
qualities th a t  good N azarenes possess, she is 
s till ineligible fo r m em bership. T h ink  th is over, 
b re th ren  of the m em bership com m ittee.

R e m a r k a b l e  C o n v e r s io n s  

M rs. C arrie  Sloan is conducting  evangelistic 
m eetings a t  the  W oodlaw n C hurch of the  N aza­
rene a t th is w riting . She rem inded m e the  o th er 
day  th a t  it  w as a t  th e  L ynn  church  in M assa­
chusetts during  m y p as to ra te  th a t  she held h er 
first evangelistic m eeting in N ew  E ngland , and  
the  law  of association m ade me rem em ber a  very  
rem arkab le conversion th a t  to o k  place during  her 
m eeting in th a t  city. Ja c k —  w as a shoe cu tte r  
an d  advanced  to the  forem ansh ip  in the  cu tting  
room  of one of the  factories in L ynn . F o r some 
reason his wife left him  an d  it  so affected him  
th a t  he w ent to drinking. In  those days there  
were seven saloons in five blocks on U nion Street. 
P o o r J a c k ! he visited them  so frequen tly  th a t  
he lost his job an d  becam e w h at they  called, in 
those days, “an old ro u n d er.” W e got acquain ted  
w ith  h im  first a t  one of our stree t m eetings 
held a t  the corner of P earl an d  U nion S treets. I  
th in k  it wfas a ro u n d  C hristm as tim e— a t any  ra te  
1 know  th e  w eather was cold an d  chilly— I w as
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w alking dow n U nion S treet ab o u t half pas t one 
in th e  a fternoon  and m et Ja ck . H e asked fo r a 
dim e. I refused to give it  to h im  b u t inv ited  
h im  to our hom e. T old  him  we w ould give him  
some h o t coffee, w hich w ould do him  m uch 
m ore good th an  w hisky, and  th a t we h ad  the 
m ost w onderfu l w om an preacher a t  our church 
th a t it  h ad  ever been our privilege to  hear and 
we w anted  h im  to  come and listen to her 
p reach.

To our surprise he accepted our inv ita tio n  
and  we took him  hom e to  the  parsonage and  
M rs, S churm an brew ed  him  some coffce. I f  I 
rem em ber correctly  he d id  n o t eat any th ing  b u t 
d rank , I th ink , th ree cups of coffee. W e then 
to ld  him  if he would tak e  a b a th  we would 
supply him  w ith some of o u r old underw ear and 
pan ts  an d  a coat, so he could come to  church. 
He agreed and we took  him  upsta irs, filled the 
tu b  w ith  good w arm  w ater, lots of soapsuds and 
to ld  him  to help himself. H e w ent a t it like a 
good fellow and  gave him self a thorough  cleaning 
and  we fitted  him ou t in the clean, b u t second­
hand  clothing th a t we were able to con trib u te  
a t th a t tim e. I noted h is body covered w ith 
sores. I took him  over to  the service which 
had ju s t s ta rted  an d  sat him  dow n near the 
register w here it w as w arm . M v little  hoy came 
over to the  church and  to ld  me th a t  m am a 
w anted  me, and I w ent ou t the back door and 
into the  parsonage. She took  me upsta irs to  the 
bath room , and  such a sight.. T he little  m at on 
the floor w as covered w ith  lice; there  w ere lice 
all over the place. W e rem em ber w rapping the  
m at up in paper and  tak ing  it  dow nsta irs and 
p u ttin g  it in the furnace. W e then w ent to the 
d rug  store and  got tw o su lphur candles and d is­
infected the room  and  we had ab o u t m ade u p  
our m inds th a t  we w ould never get in terested  
again in ano ther tram p  as long as we lived, b u t 
while we were cleaning out the  b a th ro o m  and 
m aking it  hab itab le  again, Sister Crow e, for th a t 
was her nam e then, was preaching and laughing 
and shouting  and  crying in the a fternoon  service, 
and Ja ck  w ent fo rw ard  fo r prayers.

Of course we did no t take m uch stock in it. 
W e figured th a t  was ab o u t the thing he w ould do 
anyw ay . W e h ad  given him  some good strong  
coffee, some clean, w arm  underw ear, and  a suit 
of clothes th a t were m uch b e tte r  th an  the  ones 
we had  burned , and  n a tu ra lly  we expected th a t 
he th o u g h t to  repay us and  w ould go fo rw ard  
for prayers. W e never dream ed th a t it would

am o u n t to  any th ing . Y et u n d e rn ea th  all of o u r 
doubt there w as a hope th a t  he m ight find the  
L ord . H e  d id no t give m uch evidence of to u c h ­
ing the  hem  of H is garm en t. T h e  reader wrould 
n o t look upon him  as a very  p rom ising  convert, 
b u t from  th a t  h o u r  un til the day  he died he never 
took  a d rink , and  never used tobacco. H e was 
no longer a tram p , b u t abuse an d  exposure to  the 
elem ents h ad  m ade h im  a physical w reck, and  
he lived on the b oun ty  of friends of fo rm er days 
and the church folks w ho w ould  give him  a little  
assistance.

S hortly  a f te r  th is we w ent to  H averh ill, M ass., 
leaving the L ynn p as to ra te  fo r th e  C hurch  of 
the N azarene in th a t c ity , and  one day  on a r r iv ­
ing a t the  tran sfe r s ta tio n  in L ynn , w hom  did we 
see b u t our old friend Ja c k — , sitting  in the  
w aiting  room  w ith a cane in h is hand . H e lab o ­
riously rose to  his feet and  greeted us, an d  we 
said, “Ja ck , how  are you getting  a lo n g ? ” H e 
said, “ God still saves m e.” R ufe G reen was the 
officer w ho hung a ro u n d  C en tra l P a rk  and  he 
knew  Ja c k  as “an old ro u n d e r"  in th a t  section 
of the city. H e is said to  have m ade the  rem ark  
th a t if the  C hurch of the  N azarene never d id 
any th ing  else bu t get old Ja c k  stra igh tened  ou t 
an d  m ade a sober m an of him  it had  a righ t to  a 
place in the sun. I asked Ja c k  w here he was liv ­
ing and he told me th a t  he lived on A ndrew s 
S treet, and anyone read ing  th is  artic le  w ho is 
fam iliar w ith  L ynn 'will retmernber A ndrew s 
S treet as one of the  undesirable th o roughfares of 
th a t  day , b u t in th e  m idst of squalor, w re tch ed ­
ness, d runkenness and  vice, Ja ck  never w ent back 
to his d rink  o r his tobacco.

H is is one of the  ou tstan d in g  conversions of 
m y m in istry . W hile our fa ith  w as n o t large, 
G od sm iled upon our w orks an d  blessed o u r 
efforts to  m ake a h u m an  derelict a little  m ore 
com fortab le . W e expect to  m eet him  a t the E a s t­
ern G ate and shout w ith  him  the  m erits of a to n ­
ing blood.

T h a t incident rem inds me of an o th e r strik ing  
conversion, o r shall I say reclam ation . This fel­
low w as an old m a n ; I have even fo rgo tten  his 
nam e. Som e of the  people in H averh ill will 
p robab ly  recall it if they  happen  to  read  th is 
article. I th in k  th is m an once professed religion 
an d  I have  it in m y m ind  th a t  he was once a 
m em ber of the church  of w hich C. J .  Fow ler 
was pasto r. O ne arm  w as p a rtly  paralyzed . He 
had d ru n k  him self in to  poverty , and  I th in k  his 
wife died w ith  a b roken h ea rt. He used to  hang
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a ro u n d  H an n ah  D ustin  P a rk , near the  city  hall, 
opposite the  C hurch of the N azarenc, and  sun 
him self du ring  the  day an d  pick up w h a t help 
he could get from  people w ho p itied  him . I 
do n o t know' how  he happened  to  come in to  our 
church  th a t  n igh t, b u t  I  w as preach ing  on 
“ Jesu s C hrist, th e  F riend  of S inners.” T he 
ano in ting  of G od w as on me th a t  n ight, an d  I 
preached an d  exhorted  as the  tea rs  rained dow n 
m y cheeks. W e tried  to  describe the  palsied 
m an, an d  rem em ber m aking the  sta tem en t th a t 
som eone had  said th a t  th is  m an in Scrip tu re  w hom  
Jesus C hrist cured of th e  palsy h ad  probab ly  
b rough t on his ow n w retchedness by excesses in 
living. I p ictu red  the  poor w retch , unab le  to  
m ove han d  or foot, an d  his wife w hom  he had 
b lighted , cursed an d  diseased stan d in g  by  the 
ho u r over the w ash tub , and  also m inistering  to 
his needs. I went on to say th a t  a consulta tion  
of docto rs had  perhaps m et th a t m orning and  
advised  h im  th a t  he w'ould never arise from  his 
bed, an d  th en  the th o u g h t of going o u t to  m eet 
G od a n d  give an  accoun t of h is w retched life as 
he stood  a t the  judgm en t b ar began to  trou b le  
him .

I t  seems th a t  my m ental p ic tu re  was so near 
th e  p a rticu la rs  in th is p o o r m a n ’s life th a t  he 
w ept b itte rly  a t  the  rem em brance of it, and  
am ong a  n u m b er of o thers hobbled  his w ay fo r­
w ard  an d  kn e lt a t  an a lta r  of p ray er. A t first 
we d id no t get very  enthusiastic  over his ap p ea r­
ance a t  th e  a lta r . T here w as n o t m uch to  him  
an y w ay , an d  even if G od d id  save h im , he never 
w ould  am o u n t to  m uch for God. H e was an 
ou tcas t an d  th e  co m m unity  w'ould n o t get en th u ­
siastic over his com ing to  an  a lta r  o f p rayer. 
1 have h ad  m any a m an kneel a t an a lta r  of 
p ra y e r  a n d  profess religion fo r the  sake of get­
ting  25c at the  close of the  service to  spend for 
rum . B ut th is po o r m an asked fo r no th ing  bu t 
m ercy.

H e arose to  his fee t; hooked  his cane on his 
palsied a rm  a n d  fa lteringlv  gave his testim ony 
th a t  G od h ad  resto red  to  h im  the  joy of H is 
sa lvation . H e never w as able to  w ork  m uch; 
the  church  helped h im  som e and  friends con­
tinued  to  p ity  h im  an d  p rov ide  fo r him , an d  w e 
lived in H averh ill long enough to  bu ry  him  
ere we m oved to  the M iddle  W est. B u t from  
the  n igh t he kne lt a t  th e  a lta r  to  the  day  he 
died he w as a  living exam ple of w h at th e  grace 
of Jesus C hrist could do for a poor, b roken  piece 
of h u m an ity .

T h a t, in tu rn , rem inds me of ano ther strik ing  
exam ple in the  church  a t Chicago. A fter being 
p asto r fo r eight years, I  conceived the  idea of 
p u ttin g  on a revival cam paign using w h a t ta len t 
I could secure m usically, and  doing m y ow n 
preaching. O ne of our men w'hile on the  E levated  
on his w ay to w ork  inv ited  a  m an to  come to 
church. T he m an cam e an d  gave his h ea rt to  
God, and  he in tu rn  began to live the C hrist life 
in the shop w here he was w orking, and it a t ­
trac ted  the a tte n tio n  of a Polish C atholic m an, 
who observed the strange change in his life, 
inquiring  w hy he refused to  do certain  things 
an d  w hy he seemed to be so different, the new 
convert gave his testim ony , and to ld  how  he had  
been to the C hurch of th e  N azarene and  God h ad  
saved him.

T he o ther m an ’s heart, C atholic though he 
was, w as hungering  fo r som ething in religion 
th a t  was real. H e tells in his testim ony  th a t  he 
h ad  purchased  a bungalow  on the S ou th  Side 
w ith the  in ten tion  of m aking bootleg w hiskey in 
the  basem ent, an d  had succeeded in m aking a 
n um ber of paym en ts on his hom e th rough  this 
illegal business, bu t the heart hunger fo r peace 
got the best of him  and  he came to  the  service.
1 will never forget the night he appeared  in o u r 
church for the  first tim e, and  how  a t  the close 
of the service he cam e to  the  a lta r  an d  in his 
broken  English asked G od to forgive him  and 
save him , and  G od did save him . T hen he 
sought G od for holiness and  G od sanctified him . 
H e then  got his wife interested , an d  she came 
to  the  m eetings and  came fo rw ard  fo r prayers. 
H e w as only a poor w age earner, an d  w'ith his 
incom e greatly  depleted by  giving u p  h is hom e 
brew  business he  w as unable to  m eet his p ay ­
m ents and  lost his hom e an d  everyth ing he had  
p u t in to  it.

T h is affected his wife, who urged him  to  give 
up his religion and keep his hom e, b u t th is he 
s teadfastly  refused to do, m oving in to  a cheaper 
a p a rtm e n t but continuing to declare his faith  
in God. H e never misses a se rv ice ; he is pres­
ent a t every praverm eeting . W hile he is able to 
speak m ore intelligibly th an  w hen he first cam e 
am ong us, he still testifies o f  th e  g reat grace of 
Jesus C hrist th a t  saved  a  Polish C atholic and 
m ade a N azarene ou t of him . H e is still in 
th e  c h u rc h ; he p ro b ab ly  will never read  th is, b u t 
G od know s his nam e fo r we are  sure it  is w ritten  
in the  L am b ’s book of life. I t  is men like this 
who m ake us asham ed of some folks w ho p ro ­
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fess religion, and  then  give up because som e loved 
ones do n o t encourage them . H ere  is a m an 
w ho lost his wife p ractically . I do n o t m ean 
th a t  they  a re  separa ted , b u t she could n o t see the 
sense of having  religion w hen it  d id  n o t give 
th em  th e  conveniences and privileges th a t  sin did, 
b u t he, t ru e  to G od and  tru e  to his convictions, 
continues to drive on an d  everybody believes in 
h im  and  he is an in sp iration  and  blessing to  any 
preacher an d  church.

A nd now  others presen t them selves b u t if I 
w ere to  continue I w ould  feel som ething like 
Jo h n  m ust have felt w hen he said, “A w orld of 
books could n o t con tain  all the  th ings th a t  could 
be w ritte n .” Jesus Christ can still save m en from  
sin. L et a m an  give G od his de term ination  and 
G od will pull h im  th rough  any th ing . H e still 
“ breaks th e  pow er of canceled s in ; H e sets the  
prisoner free; H is b lood can m ake the  foulest 
clean, H is b lood avails fo r m e.”

DEPARTMENT OF EXCHANGES 
AND SUGGESTIONS

B y  D . S h e l b y  C o r l e t t

MOTHER’S DAY

I t  has long been the  custom  of th e  church 
to observe M o th e r’s day  on the  second Sunday  
in the m onth  of M ay. T he wide aw ake, en te r­
prising p as to r will tak e  advan tage  of th is o p p o r­
tu n ity  to lay  stress on subjects w hich otherw ise 
m ight n o t fit in to  his program . L et it n o t d r if t 
to  m ere sentim ent, b u t m ake th e  service o f p rac­
tica l value.

All people have  deep apprecia tion  fo r m o th e r­
hood. T he sacrifice a n d  love of a  m o ther is the  
nearest h um an  exam ple we have of the love and  
sacrifice of Jesus. B u t sim ply being a  m other 
does n o t assure th a t  ind iv idual of being a  C hris­
tian . So do n o t em phasize m o therhood  even 
w ith  its g rea t exam ple of sacrifice an d  love to 
th a t  extent w here she is a lm ost deified.

I t  is the  practice of m any  churches to  prov ide 
flowers, usually  carnations, to  give to  each ind i­
v idual w ho a tten d s the  m orn ing  church  service. 
A red carnation  is w orn  by  those whose m others 
are  living and  those whose m others are  dead 
w ear the  w hite  flowers. T h is is indeed a beau­
tifu l p ractice an d  should  be carried ou t w here it 
is at- all possible.

A varie ty  of sub jects m ay  be presen ted  on th is 
day , such as, “ W hy M o th e rs  Should  Be C h ris­
t ia n s” ; “R espect fo r M o th e rh o o d ” ; “ T he In flu ­
ence of a M o th e r” ; “M o th e r an d  th e  H o m e” ; 
“A M o th e r’s N eed of C h ris t” ; “ M o th e r, a L iving 
E xam ple of Sacrifice” ; an d  num erous o th er 
them es. I t  is a splendid o p p o rtu n ity  fo r th e  p as­
to r  to  m ake suggestions along the  line of re­
spect fo r p a re n ta l au th o rity , of teaching th e  
young people how  to  speak to  a n d  ac t to w ard  
paren ts, of correcting  som e evil p ractices now  
prevailing  in some hom es, of em phasizing th e  
necessity of hom e religion, the  fam ily  a lta r , etc. 
One m ay even suggest how  th e  w ife an d  m other 
m ay still keep the  love fires bu rn in g  in the  h ea rt 
of the  busy  h usband  and  fa ther, an d  especially 
th a t  she should  n o t tran sfe r  all her love an d  de­
vo tion  to  th e  children.

WITHOUT MOTHER
“I t ’s aw fu l lonesom e a t  o u r house 

’T h o u t m o th e r ;
I t ’s ju st as qu iet as a mouse 

’T h o u t m other.
A n’ fa th er looks so lonely there
Of even in ’s, s ittin ’ in  h is ch a ir ;
I t  ju s t a in ’t  cheerful anyw here  

’T h o u t m other.

I t 's  aw ful h a rd  to  get along 
’T h o u t m o th e r;

I t  seems th a t  every th ing  goes w rong 
’T h o u t m o ther.

’C ourse, fa th e r  does th e  best he  can ;
B u t then , you  know , h e ’s ju s t a m an,
A n’ d o n ’t  know  how  to  fix a n d  p lan  

L ike m other.

Seems like I d o n ’t  en joy  m y play 
’T h o u t m o th e r;

Things ju s t get w orser every day 
’T h o u t m o th e r !

T h ere’s no one now  to  m end  m y doll,
N o b o d y ’s sorry  w hen I fall—
O h, hom e ju s t a in ’t  no place a t  all 

’T h o u t m o th e r !

B u t fa th er says we m ust be b rav e  
’T h o u t m other.

’Cause h im  a n ’ me, we only  have 
One ’no ther.
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A n ’ if w e’re brave, a n ’ s trong , a n ’ tru e , 
A n’ good, ju s t like she to ld  us lo ,
W e’ll go up  hom e, w hen life is th rough , 

T o  m o th e r !”
— M a r ie  G a l b r a it h .

A CREED FOR MOTHERS
I  believe in  th e  e ternal im portance  of the  

hom e as the  fundam en ta l in stitu tio n  of society.

I  believe in th e  im m easurab le  possibilities of 
every b o y 'a n d  girl.

I believe in th e  im agination , the  tru st, the 
hopes and  th e  ideals w hich dw ell in the  h earts 
of children.

I believe in the b eau ty  of na tu re , of a r t , of 
books an d  of friendship.

I believe in the  sa tisfaction  of d u ty  faith fu lly  
done.

I believe in the little  hom ely  joys of everyday 
life.

I believe in th e  will of G od as the  one and 
only law  of h u m an  life in all its relations.

I believe in tra in ing  m y children to be fa ith ­
ful children of G od an d  loyal disciples of Jesus 
C hrist.— N o rth w es tern  Christian A dvoca te.

MOTHER
N obody  know s of the w o rk  it m akes 

To keep th e  hom e to g e th e r;
N obody  know s of the  steps it  takes, 

N obody  know s— b u t m other.

N obody  listens to childish woes,
W hich kisses only sm o th er;

N o b o d y ’s p a ined  by  n au g h ty  blow s—■ 
N o b o d y ’s h u r t like m o th er!

N obody  know s of the  sleepless care 
B estow ed on bab y  b ro th e r;

N obody  know s of the  tender p rayer, 
N obody— only m other.

N obody  k n ow s of the  lessons tau g h t 
Of loving one a n o th e r ;

N o b o d y  know s of th e  patience sought, 
N obody— only m other.

N obody  know s of th e  anxious fears, 
L est darlings m ay n o t w eather

T he sto rm s of life in a f te r  years, 
N obody  know s— b u t m other.

Come, let u s kneel a t  the  th ro n e  above 
T o  th a n k  th e  heavenly  F a th e r  

F o r th e  sw eetest gift— a m o th er’s love—  
T h e  love of our ow n dear m o th er!

T he Fireside.

SUGGESTED THEMES AND TEXTS
T h e m e — T h e  L ove o p  a M o t h e r  

T e x t — “Can a w om an  forge t her . . . ch ild?” 
(Isa iah  40 :15).

T h e m e — T h e  L o f t y  P l a c e  o f  M o t h e r h o o d  

T e x t :— “Behold  king  So lo m o n  w ith  the croum  
w herew ith  his m o ther crow ned h im ” (Songs of 
Solom on 3 :11 ).

T h e m e — O u r  D e b t  t o  M o t h e r h o o d  

T e x t — “ R en d er, therefore, to all their dues 
honour to  w h o m  honour” (R om ans

13:7).

QUOTATIONS FOR MOTHER’S DAY
A ll I  have ever accom plished I  owe to  m y 

m other.— D w i g h t  L. M o o d y .

L et F rance  have  good m others an d  she w ill  
have good sons.— N a p o l e o n .

M y  m o th e r’s influence in m olding m y ch ar­
ac ter w as conspicuous. She forced m e to  learn  
daily long chap ters of th e  Bible by heart. To 
th a t  discipline an d  patien t, accurate  resolve I 
owe, n o t only m uch of m y general pow er of 
tak ing  pains, b u t the  best p a r t  of m y ta s te  for 
lite ra tu re .— R u s k i n .

A ll  th a t  I am  m y m other m ade me.— J o h n  

Q u in c y  A d a m s .

M other, you  have b ro u g h t me to  this.— J a m e s  

A. G a r f ie l d ’s sta tem en t a t  his inaugura tion  as 
P resident.

I f  I  had  all the m others I  ever saw  to  choose 
from , I w ould have chosen you.— C a r l y l e .

All th a t  I  am  or hope to  be I  owe to  m y angel 
m other.— L i n c o l n .

She w as occupied w ith  g rea t them es. I  never 
heard  a w ord  of gossip from  her lips. She had  
no tim e fo r it. M y  m other h ad  courage o f in ­
tellect and  heart.— F r a n c e s  W il l a r d .

EXPOSITORY PREACHING
No lazy m an can be a good  Bible expositor. 

H e m ust know  his Bible. H e m ust investigate. 
H e m ust w restle in p ray e r as h e  searches fo r the  
m ind of the S p irit as revealed in  th e  W ord. 
H e m ust dig w ith  laborious effort an d  conse­
cra ted  h e a rt fo r th e  rich ore of insp ired  tru th . 
H e cannot leave h is p rep ara tio n  fo r the  p u lp it till
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S unday  m orning, an d  tru s t  to  a “ .skeleton,” a 
few illustrations, and  a glib tongue to  carry  him  
through .

W e once heard  a young p as to r say th a t he 
w ould like to preach an expository serm on occa­
sionally, b u t he w as deterred  by  the  fear th a t 
his people m ight th in k  he w'as try in g  to  sh irk  
his du ty . “ If  th a t  is his conception of expository 
preaching,” said a learned theological p rofessor 
to w hom  the  rem ark  was repeated, “ they  p ro b ­
ably w ould  hav e  good reason to th in k  so.” H ard  
w ork is one of the conditions of effective exposi­
tion , and  no pasto r who u ndertakes it  w ith  the  
idea th a t  he can in terest his people w ith  any th ing  
sho rt of resu lts obtained  by dow’nrigh t, honest 
s tu d y  will succeed.

Such stud ious p rep ara tio n  w ould  p rove of im ­
m easurable value to  the  pasto r himself. F irs t of 
all, it w ould lead him  into a know ledge of the 
H oly Scrip tures, which, we fear, few m inisters, 
to  say noth ing of laym en, possess. A nd the  gain 
to  his ow n sp iritua l life w ould  be im m ense. To 
know  the  W ord  of God, to have its  eternal veri­
ties a t com m and, to d rin k  deep of its  pure and  
undefiled well of sacred know ledge, is the p a th —  
and  there is no o ther— to  those heights of sp ir it­
ua l enlargem ent w hereon the  sunshine of G od’s 
presence dwells an d  the  soul en ters in to  in tim ate  
and  blissful com m union w ith  H im  w ho gave the 
B ook an d  w'ho speaks th rough  it to the  listening 
soul.

T hinking m en tire  of preaching th a t  does no t 
touch v ita l th ings; and w ho shall blam e them ? 
W e v en tu re  to  say th a t the prob lem  of n o n -a t-  
tendance of m en a t public w orship is m ore likely 
to be solved by “opening to  them  the  sc rip tu res” 
— now  largely a sealed B ook to  the average lay ­
men— th an  by  any o th er m eans th a t  th e  ingen­
u ity  of m an can devise. A t any  ra te  is it  no t 
w orth  a  thorough  tr ia l? — F ro m  the  W atchm an-  
E xam iner.

philosophical ta in t. T h e  A m erican Revised is 
good a t  han d  as a  reference book, b u t n o t as a 
substitu te . I t  ne ither changes n o r clears nor 
com pletes any  d o c tr in e ; an d  its lesser fam iliarity  
w ith  the  people m akes it n o t so convenient for 
exposition. I w ould avo id  confounding  exposi­
tion  w ith exegesis by announcing  any G reek o r 
H ebrew  renderings of m y ow n.

2. G ood m aste ry  of English g ram m ar is of 
m ore service in exposition  th a n  fam ilia rity  w ith  
Greek roo ts or Hebrew'isms.

T he context is usually  the  best in tro d u c ­
tion to , and  com m entary  upon, th e  tex t. This 
usually requires the  w hole p a rag rap h , som etim es 
the  entire  chap ter, and occasionally th e  w hole 
book. T o  be free an d  fra n k  an d  forceful as an 
expositor, one needs to  be reasonably  independ­
ent of o th er 's  books an d  com m ents. E xposition  
is not phonographic. T h a t is m ere recita tion .

4. E lucidation  w ith  ap p lica tion  an d  exam ple 
is often  sufficient ex h o rta tio n . T he expositor 
m ust ne ither ram ble n o r ra n t. Y et he m ust do 
m ore th an  explain. Telling w h a t G od has said, 
ra th e r  th an  v en tila ting  his ow n view s he m ust, 
as the h era ld  of the  King, speaks w ith  the  a u th o r ­
ity  of “ th u s sa ith  th e  L o rd .”

5. H is dependence  m ust be upon the  H oly  
S p irit— both  in his s tu d y  for illum ina tion , and  
the pulp it for recollection, utterance, and  d em on­
stra tion .

6. H e should  use sim ple, b u t not slouchy, 
speech. M idw ay betw een the  s tilted  s tra in  of 
the  “ L ord  over G od’s heritage” an d  the  com ­
m on ta lk  of the  stree t, there  is a  d ign ity  th a t  
becom es the au th o r ity  of the  w o rd  w e are u t te r ­
ing, an d  a  m eekness th a t  is su ited  to  th e  se rv an t’s 
place we are filling.

7. H e m ust m easure the  caliber— sp iritu a l as 
well as intellectual— of th e  flock he feeds, so 
th a t  he m ay  “ righ tly  d iv ide  the w ord  of t r u th .” 
— F ro m  H eart and L ife  M agazine.

E X P O SIT O R Y  PR E A C H IN G

Rev. Joseph  H . Sm ith gives the follow ing in ­
structions to  assist preachers in expository, p reach ­
ing:

1. I  dismiss all “p riv a te  in te rp re ta tio n s” such 
as W ey m o u th ’s, M o ffa t’s, an d  Scofield’s, and  p re ­
fer the  au thorized  K ing Ja m es transla tio n  above 
all others. This, b o th  because of its fine E n g ­
lish and  its  transla tion , w ell-balanced by  a rep re ­
sentative commission against sectarian  tin t o r

PRAYER’S “FIVE REASONS”
T he follow ing is G eorge M uelle r’s s ta tem en t 

telling w hy he believed his p rayers fo r th e  u n ­
saved m ust be answ ered.

“F irst, I have  h ad  no shadow  of d o u b t in p ra y ­
ing for the ir sa lvation , know ing  as I do th a t  it 
is the  L o rd ’s will they  should  be saved, fo r H e 
w ould ‘have all men to  be saved, and  to  come 
un to  the  know ledge of th e  t r u th ’ (1 T im . 2 :4 ) , 
‘And th is is the  confidence th a t  we have  in him ,
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th a t if we ask any th in g  according to  his will, he 
heareth  us' (1 Jo h n  5 :14 ).

“ T he second reason is, I have never pleaded 
for their sa lvation  in m y ow n nam e, b u t in the 
a ll-w o rth y  nam e of m y precious L ord  Jesus 
(Jo h n  14:14), th a t is, on the  g round  of His 
m erit and  w orthiness, an d  on th a t alone.

“T he th ird  reason is, I have alw ays believed 
in the ab ility  an d  w illingness of God to answ er 
my prayers (M ark  11:24).

“T he fo u rth  reason is, th a t  I have no t allow ed 
m yself in know n sin, for ‘if I regard  in iqu ity  in 
my heart, the  L o rd  will no t hear m e’ (Psalm  
66 :18).

“T he fifth  reason is, th a t  I have  con tinued  in 
believing p ray e r fo r over fifty-tw 'o years, and 
shall so con tinue un til the  answ er is given. 
L uke 18:7: ‘Shall n o t G od avenge his ow n elect, 
w hich cry day an d  n ig h t un to  h im ? ’ ”

W henever th e  L ord  show ed George M ueller 
th a t  it was H is will he should  p ray , he con tinued 
in p ray e r un til the  answ er cam e.— F ro m  The  
P entecosta l H erald.

HOLINESS
Said Jo n a th a n  E dw ards, “ H oliness appeared  

to me to  be of a  sw eet, p leasan t, charm ing, se­
rene, calm  n a tu re . I t  seemed to me i t  b ro u g h t 
an  inexpressible p u r ity , brightness, peacefulness 
an d  rav ishm en t to th e  sou l; an d  th a t i t  m ade 
the  soul like a field or garden  of God, w ith  all 
m anner of p leasan t flowers, th a t  is all p leasan t, 
deligh tfu l and  u n d is tu rb ed ; enjoy ing  a . sw'eet 
calm , and the gently  v iv ify ing  beam s of the  sun. 
T he soul of a tru e  C hristian  appeared  like such a 
little  flower as we see in th e  spring of the year, 
low  an d  hum ble on th e  ground , opening its bosom  
to receive the  p leasan t beam s of the su n ’s g lo ry ; 
rejoicing, as it wrere, in a calm  ra p tu re ;  diffusing 
a sw'eet f rag ran cy ; stand ing  peacefully  an d  lo v ­
ingly in the m idst of o th er flowers round  abou t, 
all in like m anner opening th e ir  bosom s to  d rink  
in the  light of the  sun .”— Selected.

CHRISTIAN VISITATION
D r. F.dgar D ew itt Jones, a p as to r of a s trong  

church  in D etro it, has said th a t  if he were 
offered th e  choice betw een  having the  grea test 
p reacher in A m erica in his church to  preach daily  
fo r six m onths, o r  hav ing  one hu n d red  m em bers 
of his church  pledge them selves to m ake tw o  
calls each week, he w ould  p refe r the  la tte r  as a 
piece of evangelistic s tra teg y . H e said, as T he

Record of C hristian  W ork tells us, no th ing  w ould 
win people fo r C hrist an d  the  church  so effec­
tively  as intelligent, sym pathetic  calls m ade by 
the laym en of the  church.

H ow  fine! A nd how  tru e !  A nd how  w onder­
ful w ould be the results if am ong our young 
folks, an d  in th e ir  hom es this v isita tion  were 
carried  on by the  officers an d  o ther m em bers 
of the  church. T ry  it!  N ote the resu lts!— 
C hurch A dm in istra tion .

INDIFFERENCE A CURSE
Leaders here and  th e re  give th is and  th a t  as 

A m erica’s curse. C an we n o t place indifference 
back of all these things nam ed by our leaders? 
W hat is the  answ er fo r failure to  lead lost souls 
to  Jesus C hrist?  W h at reason can be tru ly  as­
signed fo r n o t reading G od’s W o rd ?  W h a t ex­
cuse can we offer for failu re  to m in ister to  the 
sick and  needy? W hat is the  explanation  for 
the shortage of funds for missions, benevolence 
and  church expenses? W h at answ er can  w e give 
for our failure as citizens of th e  U n ited  S tates 
to go to  the  polls and  vote our righteous convic­
tio n s?  In  th is tim e of dire need for C hristian  
activ ities in our na tional life and  in our com ­
m unity  life, w hy are so m any inactive? Is no t 
indifference the  answ'er?

Does G od excuse th is indifference of H is chil­
d ren ?  If  we really are children of God and 
heirs of th e  prom ises can  w e continue in this 
inexcusable a ttitu d e  of indifference? Shall we 
w ait un til great calam ity  comes upon us before 
we are aroused to some sense of our obligations 
and  privileges?

Som eone has said, “A ru t, in tim e, m ay become 
deep enough an d  wide enough to be a  g rave .” 
Is it n o t high tim e for us to  get o u t of th is ru t  
of indifference?— H in ts  and Helps.

THE REAL DIFFICULTY WITH 
PROTESTANTISM

A ra th er sta rtling  sta tem en t was m ade recently  
by D r. W illiam  L yon Phelps concerning the  
condition of P ro te stan tism  today . D r. Phelps 
said, “T he real difficulty w ith  P ro te stan tism  to ­
day  is n o t in th e  pew, b u t in the  p u lp it. The 
hungry  sheep look up and  are no t fed.” W hat 
the great m ass of th e  people need is a  b e tte r  
know ledge of the  Bible. T hey  expect to  receive 
in struction  conccrning the teaching of G od’s 
W ord from  the pu lp it, b u t often the  serm on they
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hear is either a  polished essay or a  d issertation  
on som e perplexing prob lem  of th e  day . D r. 
Phelps adds, “I  tho rough ly  believe in a u n iver­
sity  education  for bo th  m en and  w o m e n ; b u t I  
believe a know ledge of the  Bible w ith o u t a col­
lege course is m ore valuable th an  a college course 
w ith o u t the  B ible.” T h in k  carefully  th rough  
these sta tem en ts of D r. Phelps an d  ask  yourself 
if it  is n o t a tru e  appra isa l of the p resen t condi­
tion  of P ro te s tan tism .— C hristian Observer.

A LAYM AN’S COMMENTS ON 
PREACHING

A t M ontc la ir, N . J ., resides a banker, M r. 
H ugh R . M onro , w ho these la te r  years h as been 
giving m uch stu d y  to  C hurch h isto ry  and  
C hristian  lite ra tu re . H is soul is aflam e w ith  zeal 
fo r the  k ingdom  of G od. H e gives m oney, tim e 
an d  him self to its p rom otion . R ecently  th e  ed ito r 
of his church paper, T he P resby terian , asked him  
to w rite  upon “W h at a B anker E xpects of H is 
C hurch .” In  the  article M r. M onro  m akes m any 
observations w hich are  w o rth y  of the  m ost seri­
ous consideration. As does every d evou t la y ­
m an, he looks eagerly to  the  pu lp it. F o r ha lf a 
cen tury  he has been know ing an d  hearing  lead­
ing preachers in th is an d  o th er lands. H e says he 
has found  the ir serm ons stim ulating  and  helpful, 
b u t he has seen a vas t change come over the  
character of the  p reaching and  no general im ­
provem ent. H e observes:

“ T he grea t loss all along th e  line has been in 
the  changing em phasis. D octrina l an d  expository 
preaching has largely gone o u t of style, an d  the 
prevailing  top ical m ethod  is fa r from  an ade­
quate  substitu te . If  the  average laym an  w ere 
asked if he enjoyed doctrina l serm ons, the  a n ­
sw er w ould p robab ly  be a negative one. A nd yet 
the reason for th is m ay  be th a t  a doctrinal ser­
m on is assum ed to  be a technical, ha ir-sp litting  
discussion of controversial poin ts, w hereas of 
course we know  it is no th ing  of the  k ind . I t  has 
been m y personal observation  th a t  in telligent dis­
cussion of g rea t doctrinal them es is bo th  the  
m ost help fu l and  nourish ing ty p e  of preaching, 
an d  on the  w hole brings the m ost general a p ­
p robation . F ro m  an o th er po in t of view , its  u r ­
gent necessity becomes daily  m ore ap p aren t, since 
a  generation  has g row n up  under preaching of 
the  topical sort, having practically  no grasp of 
the  g rea t foundation  tru th s ;  fo r this reason there 
exists an alarm ing shortage of qualified teachers

for th e  Bible school and  of C hristian  leaders for 
every o th er sphere .”

M r. M onro  adds, “ I f  I m ay  be p e rm itted  to 
bear a  w o rd  of w itness on th is po in t, it is to 
say th a t  am ong the  g rea t in te llec tual appeals and  
ingenious and  a rresting  a rgum en ts from  C hristian  
pu lp its to  w hich I  have listened, I  canno t recall 
one w hich has left an abid ing sp iritu a l im pres­
sion” ; an d  fu rth e r  he rem arks th a t  laym en do 
n o t expect o r desire from  th e ir  m inisters d isserta­
tions on science, economics, a r t , lite ra tu re , o r th e  
questions of the  day. T hey  w a n t th e  m essage of 
th e  L o rd  delivered to  th em  o u t of a  bu rn ing  
sou l.— T he Christian A dvoca te .

FACTS AND FIGURES
B y  E . J .  F l e m i n g  

A ccording to the  1930 rep o rt, 119,624,909,900 
cigarettes w ere used, w hich  w as an  increase over 
1929 of 586,000,000. I t  is rep o rted  th a t  662,000,- 
000 less cigars were consum ed, an d  9,000,000 
pounds less of tobacco.

T he C hristian  H era ld  p rin ts  the  follow ing: 

“E uro p ean  illiteracy in G erm anic as com pared 
w ith  R om an countries is strik ing . Of G erm anic 
countries the  percentage o f illiteracy is : G er­
m any , .01 p er cen t; Sw itzerland, .09 per cen t; 
D enm ark , .20 per cen t; Sw eden, .24 per cen t; E n g ­
land, 1.20 p er cen t; H o lland , 2:10 per cent. F o r 
R om an countries: F rance  4 per cen t; Belgium , 
7.87 per cen t; I ta ly , 30.72 per cen t; Spain, 68.20 
p er cen t; P o rtu g a l, 83 per cent. In  1922, illit­
eracy in  the  LTnited  S ta les  w as app rox im ately  6 
per cen t.”

T here  are  a  n u m b er of Bible societies th a t  
a re  engaged in th e  d is trib u tio n  of th e  Scriptures. 
T he N ew  Y o rk  Bible Society d is tr ib u ted  S76,98.3 
Bibles in 1930. B y d istrib u tio n  we m ean: given 
w ith o u t cost to the needy of N ew  Y o rk  C ity. 
T he Society d is tr ib u ted  Bibles o r p o rtio n s p rin ted  
in 71 languages. In  the  121 years’ h isto ry  of 
th is  organ ization  it has d is trib u ted  1,089,354 
Bibles in N ew  Y o rk  City alone, besides a to ta l of 
16,461,387 volum es.

T he follow ing hym ns have been tran sla ted  in to  
100 or m ore languages: “A M ig h ty  F o rtress ,” 
171 languages; “ R ock  of Ages,” 130; “ J u s t  as I 
A m ,” 106; “A deste  Fideles,” 104; “N earer M y
God to  T hee,” 101.

At the  tim e  w hen incom e taxes are engaging 
(30)
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considerable a tten tio n , the  follow ing q u o ta tio n  
from  Z ion ’s H era ld  w ill p rove interesting:

“ F ive hu n d red  eleven persons in the  U nited  
S ta tes in 1928 h ad  incom es of a m illion dollars 
or m ore. Incom es, b ea r  in m ind, n o t m erely 
possession of a m illion or m ore. T h is num ber 
is 221 m ore th a n  in 192 7. S ta tistics based  on in ­
come tax  re tu rn s fo r the  calendar year 1928, 
m ade public by the  in te rn a l revenue bureau , 
show ed  the  to ta l net incom e of the  n a tio n  for 
th a t  y ear w as $25',226,326,910, an  increase of 
$2,681,236,359 over th e  prev ious year. Of th e  
to ta l only $8,755,464,338 w as sub ject to tax, 
re tu rn in g  S 1,164,254,03 7 to  the  governm ent. Of 
th e  511 persons in th e  $1,000,000 incom e class, 74 
w ere w om en an d  29 single w om en. In  the highest 
class of incom e, th a t  of $5,000,000 and  over, were 
26 persons, one each in A labam a, C aliforn ia , 
M ichigan, Io w a , N o rth  C arolina, Ohio an d  W is­
consin, th ree  each in Illinois and  N ew  Je rsey , 11 
in N ew  Y ork , and tw o in P ennsy lvan ia . T he 
tre n d  to w a rd  the  concen tra tion  of trem endous 
w ealth  in the  hands of a few is fu rth e r  evidenced 
by  the  fac t th a t  during  1928, 4,070,851 persons 
filed incom e tax  retu rns, of w hich 2,523,063 w ere 
taxable, b u t the to ta l was 30,696 less th an  the 
p rev ious year. T he tax  collected, how ever, was 
$333,614,603 m ore. I t  is no t conceivable th a t 
these enorm ous fo rtunes could be piled up  w ith ­
o u t bru ising  fellow -hum ans in th e  process. A nd 
th is condition  is accepted, defended, venerated . 
W hen will C hristians realize th a t  th is is n o t the  
w ay of the  M a s te r? ”

T h e  G eneral Secre tary  has just received a  m ost 
enlightening pam ph le t from  the  W om en’s B ureau  
of the  U n ited  S ta tes D ep artm en t of L abor, B u l­
le tin  N o . 84, en titled , “F ac t F ind ing  w ith  the  
W o m en ’s B ureau .” T his booklet can be ob ta ined  
as long as th e  supply lasts by  addressing a  request 
to  the U n ited  S ta tes D ep artm en t of L abor, 
W om en’s B ureau , W ash ing ton , D . C., and  asking 
fo r B ulletin  N o. 84. T he follow ing facts con­
cerning the W om en’s B ureau  m ay  be of in te rest: 

A ccording to  ac t of congress app ro v ed  Ju n e  5, 
1920, the W om en’s B ureau  w as established in  the 
D ep artm en t of L abor, to be in charge of a  d i­
rec to r, a  w om an appo in ted  by  th e  P residen t by 
a n d  wdth the  advice an d  consent of the  senate, 
w hose sa lary  shou ld  be $5,000. T here  is to  be 
an assistan t d irecto r appo in ted  by  th e  S ecretary  
of L ab o r, a t  a  sa lary  of $3,5'00; also chief clerk 
an d  such special agents, assistants, clerks and

o th er em ployees as congressional app ro p ria tio n  
m ay prov ide for. T he B ureau has a present staff 
of fifty  persons.

T he d u ty  of the  B ureau is to  fo rm ula te  s ta n d ­
ards and  policies w hich shall p rom ote  the  w elfare 
of w age-earning w om en, im prove th e ir  w orking 
conditions, increase their efficiency, an d  advance 
the ir  opportun ities fo r profitab le  em ploym ent.

H on. W . M . D oak  is Secre tary  of L abor, and  
M a ry  Anderson is d irec to r of the  W om en’s 
B ureau. T he B ureau  has been opera ting  nearly 
tw elve years and  has issued a to ta l of eighty-five 
bulletins consisting of m ore th an  7,100 pages.

T he 1930 census show s th a t  ab o u t 10,000,000 
w om en are  gainfu lly  em ployed, w hich is an  in ­
crease of 1,500,000 over th e  census of 1920. In  
1920 all b u t 35 ou t of the  572 occupations listed 
represented  w om en. N o d o u b t the  1930 census 
will reveal th a t  w om en have entered  practically  
all of the listed occupations. W e are in terested  in 
the  fact th a t  fo r the first tim e in tak ing  a  census, 
23,000,000 housew ives w'ere recorded as engaged 
in keeping the ir  ow n homes.

HE M UST DIG
“H e  w an ted  a job , and  like everyone else,

H e w an ted  a good one, you k n o w ;
W here his clothes w ould  n o t soil an d  h is hands 

w ould  keep clean,
A nd the sa lary  m u stn ’t  be low.

H e asked fo r a  pen, b u t th ey  gave h im  a  spade, 
A nd he h a lf tu rn ed  aw ay  w ith  a shrug,
B ut he altered  his m ind, an d  seizing the  spade 

— he d u g !

“ H e w orked w ith  a will th a t  is bound to  succeed, 
A nd the  m onths and  the  years w ent along. 

T he W'ay i t  w as rough an d  th e  labor was hard , 
B u t his h ea rt he kep t filled w ith  a  song.

Som e jeered h im  an d  sneered a t  th e  task , b u t he 
plugged

J u s t  as h a rd  as he ever could p lug ;
T heir w ords never seemed to  d istu rb  him  a  b it 

— as he dug.

“T he day  came a t last w hen they called fo r the 
spade,

A nd gave h im  a pen  in its  place.
T he joy  of achievem ent was sw eet to  his taste , 

A nd v icto ry  shone in his face.
W e can ’t  a lw ays get w h a t w e hope for a t  first—  
Success cuts m any  queer jigs,
B u t one th ing  is sure— a m an  w ill succeed— if 

he digs.”

(31)



CYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLE  
TEXTS AND SUBJECTS
By Jam es  Ing lis. A com ple te  

c la ss if ic a tio n  o f S c rip tu re  te x ts  
in th e  fo rm  of an  a lp h a b e tic a l lis t 
of su b jec ts . A n a lm o s t in d isp e n ­
sab le  book  fo r B ible s tu d e n ts . 
F ully  indexed. 524 p a g es . P rice  
$1.50, p o s tp a id .

1,000 NEW  
BIBLE READINGS

By F. E. M arsh . A so u rc e  book 
of m a te r ia l fo r p re ach e rs , young  
peop le’s leaders, e tc . O ne th o u ­
sand  o u tlin e s  from  w hich serm ons 
m ay be b u ilt, B ible re a d in g s  p r e ­
p a red  an d  p ra y e rm e e tin g  ta lk s  
a rra n g e d . 473 p ages . P rice  $1.75, 
postpaid .

1,000 SUBJECTS FOR 
SPEAKERS AND  

BIBLE STUD ENTS
A book  of B ible re a d in g s  on 

vrarious su b je c ts . J u s t  th e  th in g  
from  w hich to  cu ll m a te r ia l fo r 
o ray e rm e e tin g s , y o u n g  p eo p le ’s 
serv ices, e tc . 216 p ages . P rice  
?5c, p o s tp a id .

B ible
Stones
GOODMAN

PREPARED FOR 
PREACHERS 
TEACHERS 
L E A D E R S

SEVENTY BEST BIBLE  
STORIES

T h e  t i t le  does n o t do  ju s tic e  to  
th e  c o n te n ts  of th is  volum e. T h ere  
a re  sev e n ty  serm o n s  b a sed  on  a 
B ible s to ry , o u tlin ed  so  a s  to  be 
u sed  fo r serm on  m a te r ia l w ith  
te x t, a p p lic a tio n , e tc . B esides th is  
th e re  a re  sev en teen  o th e r  serm on  
o u tlines . A v a lu a b le  boo k  fo r 
p re ach e rs , y o u n g  peop le’s lead ers, 
e tc . 269 p ag es . P r ic e  $1.00 , p o s t­
paid .

1,000 TALES  
WORTH TELLING

I llu s tra tio n s  d ea lin g  w ith  1,010 
te x ts  an d  c o v erin g  280 su b jec ts . 
249 p ages . P r ic e  75c, p o s tp a id .

FIVE HUNDRED  
SKETCHES

and Skeletons of Sermons
T he b e s t  book  of serm on  o u t­

lines th a t  we h ave  found . C om ­
p le te  index. 638 p ag es . F ive v o l­
um es co m p le te  in  one. P rice  
$3.50, p o s tp a id .

NAZARENE PU B LISH IN G  H O U SE, 2923 T ro o s t A ve., K a n sa s  C ity , Mo.

Books for Preachers and Christian Workers
PEARLS, POINTS AND  

PARABLES
By F. E. M arsh . S tr ik in g  s e r ­

m on t i t le s ;  a p p ro p r ia te  te x ts ;  i l­
lu s tra tiv e  in c id e n ts ; o u tline  
s tu d ie s ; su g g es tiv e  s a y in g s ; h e lp ­
ful them es. W orthw h ile , u sab le  
m a te ria l fo r serm on  m ak ing . A 
boon to  th e  y o u n g  p reach e r. 
T h o ro u g h ly  indexed. 297 pages. 
P rice  $1.75, p o s tp a id .


