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THE HOMILETICAL INSTINCT

T he Editor - *

another thing to develop arid maintain an instinct for arranging sermon

material quickly and properly. It is practically impossible for any text-
book to propose sermon plans'-'-lliat"are well adapted to all. There is an
individuality in sermonizing just as in any work of art. But there is no
plan or method that includes all that is best. Therefore it is the preacher’
task to'keep alive and growing, A preacher who has gone along fpr a number
of years in the practice of preaching cannot make over himself or his methbds
abruptly without jeopardy and loss. But anyone can “improve his style” to
good advantage.

There is, of course, room in this field for many suggestions, but too many
suggestions serve to weaken the principal one. Sri | am going to suggest that .
the reading of carefully selected sermons and the perusal of sermon outlines
are bdth useful as means of keeping the homiletical instinct alive. There may
be books that the preacher should read?“pencil and note book in hand.” But
in reading sermons, | think he should read more for the indirect and un-
conscious effect. Of course listening to preaching serves the. same purpose;
but as a rule preachers do not get to hear much preaching,: and they must
make up'for this loss by reading sermons, | emphasize reading sermons, be-
cause | am emphasizing the encouragement of the homiletical instinct, and
I think this cannot be done by the mere reading of books arranged on the
literary plan. ,

A friend insists that the-preacher should write one full sermon a week,
whether he ever preaches it or not, and | think he is correct. And | would
insist that, the preacher’s sermon reading should be up at least to the standard
of his sermon making. As for myself, I put no limits. | read all the sermons
that fall into my Hands. Tread them for the truth they contain, but | read
them also for their form. | make no effort to especially remember the outline
followed, but I think my reading has an influence when | come to prepare on
the same lines of truth.’

I IT IS one thing to read or even study a-book on sermon making; quite
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Now aM then a:subscriber to Tin-: Fri-achkr’s Magazine. complains ‘lhat he
does not get much benefit from tliepennon outlines which we publish.- Hut | think
often this complaint arises .from a misapprehension regarding the .help which be slutuld
Ret. He probably thinks he should find ouljines which he can adopt bodily. -Whereas,
it is enough, and. perhaps even, better, that he should get 'a suggestion jjow and then
that serves either by example or hy'.contrast tosuggest a way for him. 1 have been
preaching for more than thirty years, and yet | sot suggestions for two sermons from
one outline, which recently -appeared-in . ThewPskaciier’s.Alacazinjj: | owe the author
principally for his'.suggestion of the topics, but 1 owe him much for that.

Perhaps we have all observed instances in which the preacher seems to have an
abundance of material, hut no aptness for iinangemenl. If he has a highly developed
"mechanical"’style it is almost worse than if he were wanting.in any appearance of
order. In the old “elocution” days it was said that elocution is of no use until its user
becomes unconscious that. lie is unitig it. -1t is almost like that about homiletics. The
mere ability to construct a correct outline is not enough. The preachef must come to
the. place where his method is‘natural as well as correct. He-'must conic to where lie
makes the correct arrangement” without being too aware lhat he is duing so. And to
bring one to this place and to keep him there % know of nothing that makes better
contribution than the continual reading of sermons and the p:rus:t| of sermon,outlines,’

DOCTRINAL

CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN THE LIGHT OF
TODAY

Basit Miu.lu y
) - CiiAi’iia: One
, Modern Problem* nnd the Ancient .Faith
HE pible is undoKmallc.. It is presented
Twholly as a'tcVclatitin as .to- the conduct of
man’ life. It brings for .him a--way by
which lie can live religiously, and not think doK’
matically. 1l is a life made -new through 'the
power' of Christ working within the -soul,..and
not a philosophy; 1l does:not particularly give
the reason, as rather the motive. The facts pre-
sented, while.being rational and able to be tested
by reason, are Hot the systematization which you

will find in.the Avciuhty tomes of the theorists
with which the centuries have bristled,

lkey have liyn foKt';} in the. flamesof men-
talities'whirh have been purged by contact with
Jesiis as the Savior, and not the Teachcr-philoso-
plier. Even for Paul -wjbosc- sweeps'.of reasoning
concerning this-way of life have been unsurpassed'
by the {fyfjiiijitirians of twenty centuries of school
men, the Christianity which'he heralds comes in:
vital conintt with the daily-problems confronting
men anrl women of his and every ace.

The smattering of a philosophy of living left by
Christ has 'been lost in the marvel of the life He
lived. His influence upon the world has been due
not to the profundity of Hi; logic, but to the holi-
ness of ilia charatcer:' He blazed a path of purity
for others ter follow with such loftiness of person-
ality that it outshadovved His doctrines. It is
dembtful that, at any time He aimed at the pre-
sentation of theory. This he left for others-to do.
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.. *" XoN-i-ftkn.u. Primitive Ciiristmsitv.
Primitive Christianity was noncredal. The b;Lli-
tisrtial forinukt alone seemed to be ils creed.

U'licn one teas bapti.ed "in the ran*! of 'the

Father, and of the Son and of llie Holy Ghost,"
the entire doctrinal statement (if the Church had

been cncctnpassed. Note the difference in the
contents of 'Mark's Gospel and that of John.

Marl;, written nearest Christ’s lime on earth* pre-

sents, a narrative of.the actions, of ‘the Son df

Man. .While John,.written possibly seventy years
after the dcatli o( Je.-us, gives us the famous

LogiV doctrine, which was taken from- the works
of Philo, the Jewish philosopher of Christ’s age.

Mark was not interested in- philosophy, the how
of the life, but .rather in its portrayal. It was left

for John after the Church had come, into contact
with the thinkers of the aye to lay the basis for
the creftl. about' Jesus.:

Paul wrote concerning the character of Christ,
but lit: did not formulate a crecd. ft was the
mheart which hr aimed at.moving nearer the Mas-
ter, and not the farhidnin" of the mint} in terms
of the teachings of the Church. Current thinking,
after all, must spring™frgm a pure life. During the
first century or' more after tile death of Christ'

Hie doctrines of the.Church remained unformu-
mlaied. It look™the rise of heresies anti of- false
teachers to bring.aljoiit the mTe.ssity of crystal-

litinu wh'at the Church believed. ,

1 Creativi: Fukces' Hi:iu>isr>. Cref.us

Through necessity (he. thinkers of the Church
were forced-to formulate (lie bijdy.of thrir belief
that they inijrht hr :tb)e to defend it.against the
Irtlsc teachers. GnortkUm aMsc. with its fantastic
teachings and immediately the theologians began
to refute its claims.

'Ilie first definite statement of Christian be-
lief, as-a system of philosophy, appeared in the.
Apostle's Creed. 'As to the exact date, of its origin
no one is ‘certain, though it seems to be beyond
doubt that it is of.a later period than the apos-
tolic age; possibly by 150 A. V. the cerms of
this, doctrinal statement were completed. One
can easily trace the foundations of this to the
Sew Testament.

The Bible became the groundwork'from which
the superstructure of belief was to be erected.
Under the influence of Greek thought which held
the origin of philosophy andIm-i :u"\!dy covered
the world'with its chains ot systemalked knowl-
edge, Christian teachers could do ho other, than
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.begin llie. rounding out of tlictr dogm;,s in terms
of. Hellas. The tests of the'Scripture wue tilled
in to support the theories of doctrine. Every ar-
ticle of the creed can be traced with definite
certitude to the Bible. It is not that this new
way of life aimed originally at inculcating an in-
tellectual 'system; but the neccs*ily' of the age
when erroneous theories aroselgave birth to a
’gathering together of the seeds of theology , as
found in the writings of the apostles and of
Chrisf.

Herrsiri had much to do Inward the rounding
out of Christian teaching. As the various here-
tics arose, the orthodox theologians answered
their claims, anil usually the result was an addi-
tion (o or clarification of, the credal(statements”
Gnosticism called forth a mass of writings in
tlefense of orthodox belief. Arius was answered
by Athanasius, and the Church held true to the'
divinity, as well a- the humanity of Jesus. On

mthrough the rcnturics these same results can be.

traced. .

Ofttimes whelv Christendom last sight oj n tiac-
trinr some ..teacher would arise to bring it forth
from its obscurity. This is what Luther did when
he stressed salvation by faith. Calvin did the
same for the dogma of God's sovereignty,'going
back to Aug'uftine for his foundation. Wesley
retrieved from lhe lost past the doctrinc of the
witness of the Spirit, as Fox stressed that neces-
sity of inner light or communion with God di-
rectly through the sout.

When schools oj thought appeared it was but,
natural, ‘(hat teachers should organize the body
of .thejr belief and become in fact doctrinaires.
One. has but to read such a work as Brises,. The
History of lhe Study oj Theology to realize the
force of this in bringing together Into an organ-
ized ivhole' the dogmas held as the basis of Chris-
tian belief.

In this field each man made, his particular con-
tribution. Orijjcn clarified the doctrine of the
beinj* of God. It was for Athanasius to defend
the formulary or dogma of the being of Christ.
Augustine in turn gave us the orthodox statement
of.the nature of man and of situ Gottshchalk
added the thought of damnation to the creed,
and Luther brought into bold outline the .doc-
trine of justification by fuitdi. Calvin became the
exponent of the sovereignty of God. Fox was the
culmination of a group of thinkers, rather “feel-
ers,” who brought to. our attention the mystical
element. William Law became the father of the
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dogma uf Christian perfection, though it *was
to Westcy (hat we owe the popularization of the
belief,. Wesley builded the doctrine of assurance
for the Church around the idea of the joint wit-
ness of the divine and the human spirit. Schlcicr-
mmnchcer based Chmtiap belief as a dogjna, not oti
revelation, but on Christian experience, or as he
termed ft, Christian-faith. = ]

The field o( cateeftclics was a vitalone for the
development of the body of those doctrines which
.wc term theology at present. Wlien novitiates
presented themselves for baptism it betaTne neces-
sary to work out a training course. This became
particularly necessary with reference to the trains
tag of-those for clerical positions, such as the
priesthood, etc. This influence was soon /elt as a
factor in building into an organized whole the.
doctrines of the Church.

liturgies and hymns added their part to the
process from which came the final systematization
of belief: It was necessary to have liturgies and'
chants for the conduction of services, which
should icfiect the. teachings of the organization
This force is felt when one reads the-Wesleyan
.hymns. They arc doctrinal in their content. -The
Wesleys did as much through writing dogma into
their hymns, as they did through their syste-
matic works far the building of Wesleyan theol-

ogy. . m

T radition Buiijm Christian Belies

We can well summarize the creative'forces
which produced systematic theology, or as wc
desire to term it, Christian belief, by two. ele-
ments. These are the Bible and tradition. The
Bible became the touchstone as interpreted by,
tradition. If the dogma was squared with reve-
lation and had been held by the Church, then'
it found a comfortable place in the body of
Christian' belief. It might be m the Bible, and
unless tradition had confirmed it, it must remain
as a marginal element in doctrine.

Justification, as an act of Gad, was never
doubted as.a teaching of the Scriptures; but tra-'
ditfon had builded. upla pries\ly element. The
mass came in’ The Father-became the confessor
to whom sins must be revealed. He alone de-
termined the amount of penance, to be done,
and it was he who said, Tt abwtvo (I absolve
thee),

At first it was the apostolic tradition which
was powerful. Was it taught by the apostles and
those who followed them? If so,.then it must be'

true. Later'the Church asked the question; “DKkl
the'Fathers confirm this belief?" If so, ttieri.it
was orthodox. When the synods and councils
were called in the later centuries and made their
rulings upon the doctrinal statements of the
Church, then the’ question was asked thus; "Did
tlit Councils affirm the. dogma? If so then it is
for us also binding.”

The power of, tradition is again felt during
the medieval age through, the writings' of the.
schoolmen. Catholic theology became wrapped up
,in the :works of Thomas Aquinas. When he
wrote his Summary of Thcolngy in the thirteenth
‘century, not another word of vital worth has been
added to the systematic theology of Catholicism..
It was Ansrim in the previous century, in his
Ctif Deus Homp, whogave the world its doctrine
of the atonement. These names, contained a
magical element in the building and maintaining
of Christian belief. Their words became final. ’

As little as w like to admit it, Protestantism
followed tins same course, Note that today Luth-

m eranism has for its doctrinal basis the teachings
of Martin/Luther. The writings of Calvin be-
came the foundation for the theology of the Re-
formed Churches. For the Presbyterians we have
(fie work of Hodge. Tlie Methtifiisls turn to Pope,
Sliley, Sheldon and Curtis. On through the list
wc find this same influence oJ teachers, tradition
and reverence for men who made Christian be-
lief.

The result of. all of. these'influences is the
body of modern Christian belief. This is what the
meti of yesterdays termed systematic theology,
mwherein the entire body of.belief is encompassed.
eIt was an attempt to give a logical explanation
of the doctrines which the Church holds as based
upon Bible.. Into the. building of this structure
entefs religious philosophy, tradition, respect for
the "mighty teachers”, of the Church,

Tenijencv T °wahd.a Ciiosed System

The tendency from the early fathers gradually
drifted toward a closed system. When Aquinas
wrote, the Catholics said, “He is our authority."
The name of. Luther held a magic spell, and even
today millions of Christians look' to none other
for their dogmatic, statements, or for the content
of their religious beliefs. What is outside of the
pale of his teachings is frowned upon by 'them.
For the early Weslcyans, what John' had written
and Charles had’sung, becamt the sura total of
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;tlidr beliefs; It'rcmained fur Watson and Wake-
field, Minor and Pope to elucidate these posi-
tions. ..

Orthodox Presbyterians of the Princctonian
stamp still believe as far hs theology is concerned
ethat the last word has been said by Hodge, writ-
ing some sixty years ago. Even today in the
said [university the students fn theology use his
work as their text. For the Baptists around the
world the works of Strong, first' appearing in
.18S6, form the sum'lota) of necessary systematic,
theology. A Lutheran writer of'the rectnt period
'says that Protestant dogma was developed to its
fullest ostent in the post-reformation period anc}
nothing has .been added since then. The result
is that he doses his history,of doctrine at this
period. mmmn(' m

The Reaction”Against TnAniTiou/vusM

The result was that there was a reaction against
this form of traditionalism. The entire-structure,
of the past was to be thrown overboard without
any respcct to ivfiiit jjhc “fathers,* doctors or
teachers, of yesterday” had said. First higher-
criticism which declared that the Bible was en-
tirely the product of Human evolutionary forces,
and not a divine revelation, as the Church has
come to believe.

; The next step was natural” for suclt men to
take. There appeared a complete disrespect for
theldoclrincs which make the body of Christian
belief as a connected, whole. ' Theulggy. was to
be cast off in totality. Many of the modernistic,
seminaries did not even offer-a"course in. syste-
matic theology, or doctrine. It was not long'ago
that a leading seminary teacher made (he state-
ment that- no-man of the present age knows
enough to write a systematic theology. What the
great thinkers of the Church had arrived at as:
th?Ir-conclusions concerning the body of doctrine
holds for such men only a‘historic interest)

There is a disregard for any works except the

newest. The modern age withholds its sanction .

from works “that are aver ten years old.” The

reasoning seems to be that the most recent prod-

ucts of the thinkers arc always the best, The e
newest holds a charm for ‘these fetish .worshipers.

It is only in the realm of criticism that these

results do not hold. For here they seem to reas-

on that the works of the masters, though they,

be fifty and severity-five years old, arc still to

be followed. .

The .result of all this is a gradual undogmatic

©
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. attitude toward Christian belief. For lhiy reason,
mvhy shouid one fee intcreMed in belief, theology,
or creed, since the last word lias not been said.
It has become a creedless age that has slipped
upon the Church.

B T hkouxsicai/ Uncertainty' n

We arc in a period of the Church when theo-
logical uncertainty abounds. Men do not care (0
know definitely what is the true doctrine. Scien-
tific disbelief in finality Ties at the root of the
.m&Uer, Science is always in a stat'c of- flux sinij
change. Theories of yesterday are overthrown for
those of today. The nebular hypothesis for the
origin of the worlds is replaced by another. New-
tonianism passes under the shade .of Einsteinism,
Relativity replaced the universal theory gf gravi-
tation. Cosmic rays, elections, protons and “ions
fill (he thtnkingrof the agei -For one group of
scientists it is. an expanding universe that we
dwell.in. For another a bleak and hopeless fu-
ture remains in store for us. Finality' is never
attained ifi any of these spheres.

All one.could expect then in the field of belief
is to find the finality of the Christian religion
hcUVby our forefathers of the Church as the key-
note of our progress to be cast aside, The end of
it all is..that even in propagating of'the gospel
the newer type’of missionaries do not speak with.
certaintyi Rather they speak of Christianity as a
arid n#t the Way. . ,

Respect for authority, the-authority of a spe-
cialist, has passed from vogue. There is an em-
phasis, upon science and not philosophy. When
philosophy \vas the mother of the thinkers, the-
ology -flourished. But when, sciencc became, the
master, then theology was doomed. Because the
scientific basis b experimentation backed by doubt.
of one's results until they had been fully verified.
While in philosophy speculation and abstratt
reasoning hold sway.

The finality with which Luther confronted the
Church of Homeland Calvin met his adversaries,
and which was the basis of Wesley’ evangelical-
ism, .has becomc as thin air in a modem age.
Finality and doubt and intellectual uncertainty
are antipodes,.

The outcome of this is a doubling of all that :
the Church has held as vital to her beliefs. Luther
is wrong; Calvin is erroneous. The Augustinian
theory of liuman nature as fallen cannot be
squared with the modern evolutionary view of
the rise of man’s intellectual and moral character.
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The standards of morality which were based upon
the Bible are relegated to the scrapheaps of for-
gotten theories. In their place we'find customs
built up by the majority. There is a doubting of
every postulate-of each mural code.

Modern Si‘irsrrrirn:siln>n Christian Uf.ukf

I’sjtholnpy lias taken the plate of-theology. \Vc
study the .menial reactions an index'of-char-
acter, and do not go to Augustine or Luther or
Aquinas for our fhc&ry of human nature. Re-
ligious education becomes tliq great sinr qua iron
of character building, instead of the conversion
process which brings one inlo contact with God,
Scientific (journalism draws our,picture for the
future of man and not revelation,, Theology with
its positive statements about the existence of God,
the immateriality of the human spirit,’ conversion
?Ind rewards and punishments, is swallowed u[) in
an-engulfing tide of atheism.

A few decades ago -it was deism and its at-
tendant pantheism which the Christian, thinkers
faced, Today it is evolutionary materialism which
brings everything, mven the character of Jesus,
into its realm, More recently it is a plianfom
humanism which Rives'man the basis for |iis l'c-
liefs. ' The divine has no'reality in this scheme,
only the human is of vital coni'ern,

u
and his contact with the divine, we are taught
to look to the. most recent results of mail's own
thinking. Religious emotionalism is cajicd in. to
account for the marvelous outcomes of.such rnove-
,mecnts as those fostered by Wesley, and the nine-
teenth century evajigelists of the caliber of'Klder'
Jacob I*napp, Char|cs G. Finney, D.. L. Moody,
etc. The emphasis of .this age is on the alleviation
of human misery and not the. transformation .of
human destiny through contact with God.

VVittKF.Lv Lir.s CtmtsiiAK T kutii?
The problem which the Church now faces is a
vital”’one. Wherein can trulh.be found? Have
twenty centuries of Christian thought nothing of
finality to say. lo.our age? Is it possible that Ihe
minds of the Christian philosophers have been
strangely deluded in this evolutionary scheme

through which the bulk of Christian belief has,

come about? If Christianity is not final, as the
Bible affirms and twenty centuries of the Church’s
history'declare, then wlial will be (he final re-
ligious form?. ;

*These are practical questions. The issue
clearly defined. There is no middle ground,

is
If

\"

Instead of revelation hs to the nature of man

(«j

we cast.off Christian finality and certitude then
we drift into the morass of religious uncertainty
arid moral irresponsibility. If Christian belief as
we have defined it is invalidated then the choice
must be' modern humanism, -,

mlet us hold in mind that Christian belief is
founded upon the Bible, and is developed .through

;the history of the Church, and is reaffirmed in
A the light of current knowledge.

It can be tested,
as the Fathers have tested it by experience. If
the Bible is untrustworthy, and the works of the
fathers are erroneous, then we have no belief
which >i'ill stal)d lhe tests Of the age..

.Hut Christian belief will stand the most string-
ent tests that this or any age. can bring against
it. It is the one faith that has stood throughout
the centuries unshaken by the storms of intellect-
ual 'doubt and unmoved by the shifting theories
of pseudo or real science. May wc then, enter
upon our-examination of the .dogmas which go
to make up Christian belief with confidence, that
however deeply we may probe, those doctrines'
which, the Church has refined through twenty
centuries will suffer nothing from,-the restatement
in terms of modern knottlwlfie.

mRest Is not quitting I-.

. This busy career;-
Rest is-ihe Jilting V.
Of self to'one's sphere.-t-Goi.TiH;.

Then; (lie so many helpful tiling* to do
Alont' life's way -

(Helps to the helper, if we but knew)
.From .'day to Jay |

So many troubled hearts to poothe ‘e

So many pathways rough to smooth,

So many comforting words to say

To hearts thin falter along the way.

Mere ia a inrfip of hppe (jane out.
Along the way.

Some oiie stumbled and fell,
But, brother, stay! .

Oul of thy store of oil refill;

Kindle thelcourage that 'smoulders -still;

Think ivhat Jesus would do today

For one who had fallen besidevthe way,

no doubt— m

>

How many lifted hands still pfeod

Along life™* wnyl
Tfve old, sad story, of'human need

Reads on for aye.
But let us follow the Sbvior’s plan—
Love unatinted to every man!
Content if, at most, the world should soy,
I*He helped his brother along this way,"

— James Buckhnm.
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MESSAGES FROM ISAIAH

. OtIVI. M. WINCItKSTKR

Faith in God in the Critca of Life
(Isaiah 7--S:I5)

ME life of IsUhh is filled with events. of

"the highest importance. His call transcends

that of an ordinary prophet; (iis arraign-
ment is a masterpiece of delineation of Hitl true
nature of sin and of reproof of a sin-b'ticn peo-
ple. His visions-of the coming Messiah stand, pre-
eminent in Messianic concepts. Then wc have
his challenge to king Ahaz which forms his debut
as a statesman. ‘

The-righteous kings,'Uzziali and Jotham, had
been succceded by Ahaz, a worshiper of idols.
In tlie northern kingdom of Israel, Mcnahem who
had received his throne from' the hands of the
Assyrian.king had been followed by I’cUah who
had overthrown, him and had established himself
as kins in his stead. Pekah was anti-Assyrian in
his sympathies." Thij.no doubt led to the coalition
between Israel and Syria, and .they sought to en-
list (lie co-ojjcralion of Judah that all the small
kingdoms in that vicinity might join against the'
common foe.. It .would sera that there had bc"n
incursions from these northern powers in the rctgn
of Jotham but'-the situation did not become acute
until in the early part of the reign of Ahaz. Then
it,was tint the combined armies of Syria and Is-
rael invaded Judah and blockaded Jerusalem, It
appears to have been th?Ir intent to take it by
assault, but they hud not been able.

At this junctuft the command of ihe Lord came
unto lIsaiah, *Go" forth nbw to meet Aha?, thou
and Shear-jashub thv sail, at the end of the con*
duit of the upper.'pool in the highway pf the
fullers field,’L Probably Ahaz had gone forth
from the city to investigate the water supply.
Skinner tells us that it is probable that "opera-
tions were, in progress either for filling the reser-
voir* and cistcnis within the city, qr for stopping
the sources that would be acccssibJc to the enemy.
In the historic siegrs of Jerusalem the assailants’
always suffered more from scarcity of water than
the defenders; and It is not impossible that the
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precautions taken on this occasion were the reason
«li}' thrhallics ".were not able to fight against it.””

In-their-urgent.desire to form the coalition

"asiainM Assyria, Syria and Israel had become so

'mdetermined that they had purposed if Ahaz would
not accede to their request, they would place a
kini;- of their own making .uptm the throne of
Judah. In consequence the king and also the peo-
ple wen: greatly alarmed, as-described by lsaiah,
*'His heart was moved, and the heart of his peo-
ple, as the trees of Ihe wood are moved with- the
wind."' ]

With the far-reaching sight of a statesman and
the firm confidence in God of a prophet, Isaiah
admonishes the king: CAVARS
“Take heed, and be quiet;.

Fear not, neither be fainthearted
For the two.tails of mthese, smoking firebrands,
For the' fiercc anger of Rezin with Syria, and of

the .son of Hcmaliah.-

Uecausc Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Kemaliah,
Have taken evil counsel against'thee, saying, .

Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, .

And let us make a breach therein for us,

And set a king in the midst of it, even the son of

Tabcal:

Thus saith the Lord God,

It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass.

.For the head of Syria- is Damascus,

And the head of Damascus is Rezin;

And Within threescore and five years shall Eph-
raim be. broken, that it be not a people,

And the head of. Ephraim is Samaria,

And the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son.

If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be estab-

lished"," | ,

In viewing the outlook lIsaiah had observed two.
dangers, first that in his distress the king, would
seek help from Assyria and thus givc~this aggres-
sive empire a hold upon the land of Judrih, and
second that therein the people would seek reliance
upon heathen powers instead of upon.Jehovah.

. After giving the exhortation the prophet would
seem to have waited a little to see what the king
might reply, but no answer came. No doubt the
king had’already determined within himself what
his policy' would be. To rely bn faith in Jehovah
when his heart,>vas set upon the worship of idols,

N
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to turn irom the concrete hope which lay before
his mind to what -seemed distant, remote and .
intangible, to forego the possibility of'trust in the
might of the power of the great empire of Assyria
for. faith in a'Cod whom he. might know as the
God of his fathers but whom he did not w.orship

THE PREACHERS MAGAZINE

was to be name of his second son. His first son
w:is called Sliear-jashub. This older son had gone
with Isaiah when he met Ahaz by the conduit ol
the upper pool. "The significance of tiic name is
a "remnant shall *turn,” Tlius the, young boy
was'a living testimony that there would be some

with Singleness of heart, this wasibeyond the grasp ®\n ‘'the'rellpious'chaos of the time who would

«'of his decision. Then as if in a spirit of urgency.
which-felt the momentous importance of the situa-
tion, the prophet cncouragcs; '

,“Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God; ]
Ask it either in the depth, or in the height above,”
Aroused, the king refused.to accept a sign. He did
not wish to be committed to a policy to which
he did not wi*h to adhere, and he would feign
piety in his very refusal to accept.a. sign. As
.Sjcinnbr suggests,*“To ‘put Jehovah to the proof’
is a mark of-unbelief (Ex. 18:7; Deut. §:16), but
to refuse a proof which Jehovah himself offers is
an insult to the divine majesty which exhausts
the patience of the Almighty.”

Then with the vehemence of a righteous protest
the prophet announces the fatal result of the *
course that the king had chosen. Even though he
would not ask for a sign, a sign would be given;
it will not be.to him a sign of confidence and
trust but a sign of judgment and moreover also
the day will come when:

“The Lord shall bring upon thee,

And upon thy people, and upoh thy'father’ house,
Days that have not come,

From the day that Ephraim departed from Judih;
Even the king of Assyria,”
He was seeking help from Assyria now but the m
time would come, when this empire would, in-
vade the land as a conqucror. Then shall there be
devastation in the land. Driver paraphrases thi;
words of the prophet thus: "The power on. which-
you rely for safety, and which will indeed for the
moment save you, will afterward bring upon you

a retribution which you-have not foreseen: it will
make your land the arena of a conflict with Egypt
(v; 18/); 'your country will be swept bare, and
tbc simplest pastoral produce—curdled milk and'
honey—wilt be'the sole means of subsistence for
the survivors.”

Failing to Influence the king, Isaiah turned to-
the people, Bidden by.the Lord be was to take a
large tablet which was made of wood, stone or
metal. Upon this he was to write in the ordinary
characters which' would easily be read by the
people, the name, Maher-shal-al-hash-baz, which -
being Interpreted is ‘Haste-spoil-speed-booty.'This

iurn unto the Lord.and put their trust,in Him.
As prophet and son stood before, the king, there
would'be. a silent appeal that tlic king 13 among
that number, but since he refused and chose to
follow- his own course then came the announce*
ment of-judgment in the name of the second son,
and this announcement of judgment is before the
people, *

In the days of Isaiah there were many currents
Of popular feeling, eddying to and fro as a scctti-
ini; tide. "If is a period oi puwerfid currents, a-
people wholly in duft,” says George Adam Smith,
“and the strongest man of them.arresud only by
a firm pre-sure of the Lord's hand. 'For Jehovah
fipnkc thus to-me-with .a strong hand, and in*
strutted me, that .1 should not walk in the way
of this people.’mThe character of the popular .
movement, 'the way of this people,’; which neatly
lifted Isaiah off his feet, is evident. It.is that into
"which every nation drifts, who.have just been
loosened from,a-primitive faith in God, arid by

or Jiive been blOUSht e«"«»«  tfie
fascination of the great world. On the one hand,
sUclj.a generation is apt, to. seek the security of.
its outward life in things materially large and
splendid, to '-despise, as paltry its old religious
forms, national aspiratiohs and achievements, and
be very desirous to follow foreign fashion and
rival', foreign, wealth. On the sillier hand, the re-
(igious spirit of such an age, withdrawn from its
legitimate objects, scekj satisfaction in petty and
puerile practices, demeaning- itself spiritually,’in
a way that absurdly contrasts with the grandeur
. of its material ambitions, Isaiah reveals .that it
was such a stage, which moth the kingdoms of
-Israel-had how readied. ‘This people hath rc-
fused the waters of Shiloah;- that go softly, and
rejoice in Kezin and Remaiiah’s son.1”

As the little nation of Judah looked, upon itself,
then turned its attention away to the Assyrian
power,, it felt insignificant, and their worship with
its priestly ritual was not as gorgeous as that of '
this mighty foe. They were caught with the.
mglrimor and the spectacular of a worldly empire’
nnd forgot that there were ever the silent work-
ings of the unseen power of Jehovah their God; :

W
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they rejoiccd in methods and principles such as
the nations that knew not God followed, and
what was-to be their doom. [ ] ,

“Now therefore, behold,
upon.them
The waters of the river,, strong and many,
Even the king of Assyria, and all Jiis glory:
mANnd he shall come up over all'his channels,
. And go over all ins banka:
And he shall pass through Judah;
He shall overflow and go over,
He shall reacli even to the neck.”

As the onward sweep of the sfourpc broke in
upon them; they might.seek to defend themselves
liy girding themselves' for battle, but all this would
be of no avail. They might seek to enter into
counsel,: but that too would be as a tliinp of
nought. God was with them, but He was-with
them in judgment:

Because of the hopelessness of the situation and
becausc of the error in religious principle and
practice, the word of admonition', had «coroi> to
«lsaiah from the Lord that he should not walk
in the way of the people neither was he to say .
confederacy, that 13, he was not to feel thm in
this conspiracy of the northern nations against
Judah there was setfous danger, and “fear their
fear." He was to give reverence unto the Lord
of hosts and fear Him; in Him was he to trust
and therein would he find a sanctuary. Those,
however, who failed to obey these injunction?
would find that the Lord of hosts would be to
them "a. stone of stumbling and a rock of of-,
fence." As says Ewald, /‘In fact, divine justice
is something 'which is either observed, desired; or
attained, and is then man’s weal, or, on the .oilier
hand, is ovcriooked, rejected, or sought oiler in
a wild, unintelligent spirit, and only in the hour
of need, and'is then their lasting ruin,”

the Lord bringeth up

Thus comes tile final warning to a vacillating m

king and an obdurate people in a great crisis in
the nation. .The king had refused t> hear the
Voice of the Lord and so had the-.people;. But'
standing beside the prophet was'his young son
with the symbolic name, “A.remnant shall turn,”
and even now it was to find its.fulfillment, in
fact already had there.be™n a smalt clientele of:
disciples who had allied themselves with the
prophet and among whom he was,commanded to
sea! up the instruction. So George Adam Smith
observes, “lsaiah then at last sees his remnant.
Blit the point we have readied is significant for
more than the fulfillment of his expectations.

L)
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This is the first appearance in bistory of a re-
ligious community, apart ffom the forming of
domestic or national life, 'Till then no one had
dreamed of a fellowship of faith dissociated from
all national forms, bound together by- faith in
the divine word alone, It was the birth of a hcw
era in religion, for it was the birth of the con-
ception: of the Church, ihe first step in the eman-
cipation of spiritual, religion from the forms of
political, life.” I’ -

IIoOMItETIC.VL SUGGESTIONS

« Like the Gospel messages, the passages of Isaiah
are rich in terse statement9 of religious truth. One
verse which could easily belong to the New Testa-
ment, represents a fundamental fact in the Chris-
tian life, “If ye will not believe, surely ye sha||
not be established" (7:9b). Wc might take as a
theme for this -text, “A unifying principle in
Christian experience and living,” and as subdi-
visions, we-could ciweli upoh'tiie necessity of a
unifying principle in every phase, of life, the cen-
trality of faith in the Christian lire, the achieve--
n)cntE of faith itt Christian experience. Then 8;lib
would form a good text, "And instructed me that
I should not walk in the'way of this people.”
Herein wc find as a theme the fa”t that life in
Christ is not grounded on the same principles as
tife in the world; then as divisions,we might have m
lines of thought which would bring out the fact
that we should not trust in the same hopei that
the world trusts in, we should:seek'the 'same
defenses that the world seeks and wc should not

.fear the same fears that the world fears.

The world it such o.lonely place,
sl hough, crowds go hustling by,

And voices throb on either side.
And groups come pressing nigh.

We need to look across .the press
Perchance some heart to find

Thai hath no loving hand to grasp—' |
No love of any kind.

Life is ao'hidden in its sheath;
Home holds such vacant chairs;
Such silence taken by surprise
And entereth unawares.
We need along the trail look hard,
Amidst the human tide.
Lest \ve some reaching hand might miss
Look, hard ori either -side, [ ]
m— George Klingle.
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SERMONS FOR MAY -
L. T. CoKr.cn *

There art two special days, to which the church
pays attention in this, month, Mother's 'Day, the
14th, and Decoration' Day, the JOth/ The one
that presents the greatest opjibrlunity to.the min-

« ister, and especially the'pastor, is that of 'Moth-
er's Day. Some make, this a daywhen ,Mother
is eulogized m a manner that brings no. special

‘chaltcngc' to the parents of today, but rather

dwells upon the mothers who have passed to.

their reward. Respect ought always to be given

to "the mothers who have gone from the circle,.

"but- the opportunity of speaking of the power,
influence and work of the mothers of today
should never he neglected. Also this' Special oc-

casion fjives the pastor, the privilege of admonish-.

ini' the. younger generation of the need of proper
respect and obedience to parents, which is one
of the crying needs of this hour. .'Again, this day
provides the preachcr with the opemng to plead
for a return to the home circle, to try to influence
the’holiness people from allowing their homes to
follow the present day drift and to be merely a
place to cat anit sleep." The.tendency today is to
allow institutions to try'-to. do the Work'that the
home should do, and most parents arc turning
their children loose; depending upon the school,
the" church, the state, the movies, etc.,'to give_
them the* proper instruction and leadership. Let
eVcry- preacher make this day a time of special
appeal for parents to assist God in the salvation
of their children. .

May 7— Morning Scrnigp
Tije Need of the Cucrcii—Phlavwi

"If tny people shall pray ... then will-1 hear
jrom heaven": (2 Chron. 7:14).m

I. ISTKODUCTIOff
J. Something is wrong with present day
Christianity.

2. Needs to be awakened out of itself.

3, WThe general condition ii due to the indi-
vidual'condition.

4, Real prayer is a scarcity among individual
Christians.

. doj

1. Tiik ok I'iWr.it

I- Churches' today’arc putting the cfa/jbasLs
on the wrong thing.

a. Organization, number, leadership arc

> the prominent tilings. *These ore es-
sential and proper in their place.

1> The Church is looking for better meth-
ods, G«d is locking for bellcr men,

¢, Tlicrc. is somctlunc lacking in the or-.
ganizalion unless charged.- with the
dynamic presence «f the Hojy Spirit.

2. The need of the Church. . m\

a. A praycrltj-s church .means’a .cold serv-
ice, formal, lifelc.'S*yet it may be en-
ti-ttaining.

li. A prayerless church means the ab-
sence of the- persuading, convicting
presence of the Holy Spirit,

e. A prayerless church has much strife

tdiinjcs ).?, 4, -

A church may be orthodox in doctrine

yet barren in salvation.

. (1> Tubes.more than creed to bring

m  about thesalvation of souls,

(i). Trayer puts unction in the mes-
sage, power in the singing,'and
-effectiveness in the service.

e, This is an age'of boundless activity
and sp much Church work is done

¢ without the unction of the Holy Spir-
it upon it. ' .. '

(1) Worship is bom out of;a Spirit

of prayer so in all activity peo-
ple'must ’pray, m
1 The Need of Each Christian.

a. Man makes or mars the message from
God to men. .

b. Individual Christians bccotnc weak;

. helpless and powerless unless they
pray.

c. Prayer clarifies the vision, stimulates
faith, brings the life into closer con-
tact with God.

d. I’rayer is an absolute necessity for the
person to manifest the spirit of Christ,

o

IIl. Tiik Lnr. anuiHoi'p of the Cuuroi Is De-
i'enw.nt Upon the IViykji Lira op the
MEmdfhs C
1, Routine and-organization can be kept up

but revivals are born iri the secret placc
of prayer. ,
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2, Services may be held but the presence of
the Holy Spirit anti the touch of God in
(lie scmces conies from file atmosphere
of prayer.

May 7— Night Sermon’ !
Sis (Unmans 5:12)
1. 1\ UKIDUC ION
1 Much confusion on the sin problem,
2. Here is the center of all the trouble m>(
tlicrace. ' o -
3. UnficrstHhdinj; of this necessary to com-
prehend plan ot salvation.
Il. Origin of Six
1. Before creation of man,
2, Devil- rose in aharchy and
(Isa. 14:12-1 7).
m 3. Seen on earth first in' the fall of-man".
(Gen. '3).
I1l1.The Nature or Siv
1. Its principleslare anarchy, rebellion/dis-
obedience, deceit, etc'.
The natural man is both sinful and a siii-
[ B ner.
al Ik- is bad in his principles or depraved
. m(ticn.'8:*i Keel. 9.:8; Jet: 17:'9;-
' Matt. 12:34, JS; 15:18, o

;Each time God gave man a new start lie seemoil

lo do worse.

\b. Man is bad in' practice, or a trans-

m  pressor of the law (1'sa.' 14:2, 3; lIsa.'
53:6; jer! 1b:J2; llosea -b'l;,. Roin.
5:12)". '

Tiik Kno or Sin

t. Jcilli (ISztk.'I1S:-*; Rom: 6-2A; 8:0),;

2, 'Gradual- physical: death," spiritual death,
eternal death.

J, Dtf-cnoraiior, degradation, death. .

Tub Cum; or sin

1. Jesus came to solve the sin eproblem’

" (Matt. 1:21; John. 1:29). =

2, In regeneration man is forgiven arid par-
doned of actual sins (Epli. 1:7; | John
>1:7).

J. In sanctification, the-principle of sin or
the Carnal nature, is removed and ,[he
heart Is purified from albsin (lleb. 13:13;
1 Cor. 1:30; Heh. 10:10; Gal. 1:4; Titus

m 2:14).

May 14—Morning Sermon n

MoTHtii’s Dav—T iie Resi'Kcteu Motiilk

(Proverbs .11:28) '
I. iMIilltIHIIO.V .

1 The wprds of the. wise man regarding

mmotherhood:

2. Need today to refresh (he minds of peo-
ple -regarding the power- and influences
of Mother, and the home.

11. This Mother's -ReputAtion Was M abjs Bp-,
cause Or: =m

insurrection

’ (11)

m

1 Her loyally to husband and home (v. 11).
2. Her example of.industry (v.

. Her sympathy and helpfulness (v. 20).
4. Her wisdom and judgment (v. 26).

5. Being a home maker (v. 27).

Hek Ctuunti.x Appreciated Her- Because

w: \Y

1 Her example—good to follow.

2. Her influence—quiding and strengthening,
.them,

3. Her character—inspiring them to better
things.,, i m. : |

4. llpr discipline—helping them to choose
the right- .

*5.-'Her leadership—bringing a .pleasant at-
roosphi-re in the home,

ft.- Her fear of. God—directing (hem to the
: One to worship.

Mother Is I'lit Center or, tiie Home

1. In’loyalty :.to right standards and .ideals.

2. In finer sensibilities, as love, sympathy,
kindness, etc. ' 'm

3. In worship. Her attitude to God will
generally be the attitude of the children.

M others oe Today Have a Great'Q rroR-

to Turn Tire. Coiii.vc-CENewATio.v

to.Gon.

tunity

May 14— -Night Sermon
Sin a Rt,vHOAt:i
(I’roVerbs 13:34)
INTRODUCTION "
1. Most people think sin is awful for a

Christian to commit. .

2. Just as terrible a reproach to-the sinner,
3. Sin is discord.

a. Ruined the harmony of'the creation
of God.

li. At present all phases of life, physical,
intellectual, spiritual, domestic, social,
political, national' and .international
life are out of tunc.

Sin Is a Reproach

i..Bccausc of lhe tactics of its originator,

.a. The devil is-the.-propagator'as well as
the originator.

b. Threefold picture of him'given in the
Bible..

(1) Roaring iion (1 Peter 5:S).
(2) Accuser of the brethren
1; Zech. 3:1; Rev. 12:10).
(3) An angel of light (2 Cor. 11:J4).
¢: The purer the person, the greater the
influence, the greater the delight of the
devil to rob hfm of his purity and in-
fluence. .
, Because of its characteristics,
a. Never elevates but always lowers.
b. Never comforts but brings greater de-
spair.

(Job

N
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¢. Never Rives a clean thought but is
responsible for all evil thoughts and
thoughts of evil.

d. Sin is a parasite—never builds charac-

ter, but always tears down what is
' built; -

e. Never brings Ilght but always dark- -
ness.. -

f. Never relieves the guilty but brings
greater condemnation,

Z Never lightens burdefts but always in-
creases them,

h. Never leads to heaven but always to
hell.

i. Sin is expensive.".

Warden l.aivvs'of Sing Sing jiri:ou is authority'
that the criminal makes a small wage annually

wh
tha

en compared with time spent in sin and also
t spent in punishment in prison.
, ]. Sin .always disguise? itself.
1 A reproach because of the'results.
a. Sweetness of sin, like the fioni'y. front-
mthe fair- rhododendrons, makes.'the
man nud who eats it. .
b. Sin is like epoisons, some slow, others
" quick, but all deadly.

c. Sin-is sweet at. the start -but soim
loses the sparkle, at the'top iind dis-
closes tlie death jn the cup.

d. Sin in. (lie Bible is likened to a debt,
a burden, a thief, siekne;s, Jeprosy, t
pliigue,-poison, sting and a serpent.,

e. Always’ brings death to tin- soul ami
finally, to the body,

Gon Is Concerned More with TtreiVr o\

.SIk timv riiif DasHKB'or Sis' =

1 Man concerns himself with the degree of .
sin in judgment. "

; 2, God concerns Himseff witil the. fact (if

V.

',

11.

"sin, and one sirt will shut the door of
heaven and plunge the sinner to eternal
despair.
fEAc.r.nv or Hkukmption
to thi: Tkagkov of Six

If, Goo’s.'Ansjvkr

May-21— Morning Sermon
‘'mmm Hindrances to pRrtVKH1 ..
(James | [ ]
iNTHODULTION
1 Prayer is power.
® Many Christians lack V|taI|ty,
and power.
3. Cheated in the hour of prayer,
HINDKVNcns to Pravj;k
m 1 Lack of vision,
a. Of God, His love, power and mercy.
b. Of man, bis soul value and lost con-
dition.
c. Of the Christian's opportunity.
2, An unadjusted inner life-

freshness

(12)

nil [i.'irts in proper place but if a small screw in .

Ilustfittion : An imtijiitobilc-.. m;iy look fine, have

the 'carburetor i- not adju.-ted properly the engine

will lack power.'

u
a. Indifference reghrding spiritual values,
1. Unpri‘paredness for the blessings re-

c. Sin in the heart.or life!

. (L, WA person-may' .lie very religious, yet
the Lord will not hear him (Isaiah
1:10-15; 58; Matt,?:21-2.i),

e. .Self-exaltation.

Praying l/yde said; “Self must not.only be dead

bill buried out- of sight, for the stench of the un-

buried self-life will

frighten souls away from

Jems."

I. Many a jnan's iprayers are spoiled by
- his own shadow. .

my. 'Forgetful of others—not praying tut-'

the .cause"of missions,
h. An unforgiving spirit;..
J, Robbing Li.'d (JV!a), .1r7-12; | Cor. 0:6-8),
4. JjijjittivityskilU the power of prayer.
a. A life of prayer begets a life of service.
b. A passiun for others flows out of a life
of prayer.

Mow tQ 'Remove the Hiniihanx-ks' "
1. I'rav-like the psalmist (Pia. 130;23, 24).
J.

a,
you have hot confessed to God? On
your Kknees at once. Your jxtsi,must
be put away and cleansed.”

b:1“Is there anything-in your life that is

' .doubtful—anything you cannot decidc

whether il is good or evil? Away with

it. There must not be a trace of a

cloud between ytiu and God. Have you

forgiven everybody-~-cverybody ? « If
nut, don't expect forgiveness for your
own sins, you won’t pet it."

“Do wltat the Spirit prompts. Obedi-

ence, prompt, implicit, unquestioning

ohediencc.to the Spirit; Better offend
ten thousand friends than quench the

Spirit.”

“A public confession of Chrlst as your

.Savior. There is a vast difference be-

tween profession and confession,”

C.

d.

May 21— Night Sermon
Must a CinusiiAtf Sin? -

Intkoouction ®

1. Fallacious teaching today.
a. A Christian canrfot Jivti without sin-
' ning. . .

i'Htinw die advice of. Evans Roberts to -
' lbe people in the Welsh Revival.
"Is there any sin in your past that ;



THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE

I). Sinning docs not affect 'the .Christian's
standing before God,
m2. Need to emphasize the truths that Christ
died to deliver from fin.
Binu: Teaching of the Hei.ationsiiip of a
Chrtstia.v to sin 1,
1 .What is sin? (Actual transgressmns)
a. A transgression of the taw (I
" ,3:4). Vv ! [

John

b. Does this, imply a voluntary or an’,

involuntary act of man's will?

c. The Scriptures teach that an act to ho.

sinful and bring condemnation must lie
, 7 a voluntary act of map's will {James
Y SN
Rom. 5:13; 4:15).
d."Each of the Ten Commandments im-
]>lies a voluntary act of. man’s will,
2. 'jrhe Htble' comin.inds (he Christian not lo

sin. m . .
ai Paul wrote it to the Gorjnthlans (i
. Cor. 1S;13).
b, The psalmist warned against it (Psa.
. 4:4). [

¢, John speaks of provisions'to keep a
- Christian from sin (I John 2;J).

' 3. The Bible plainly states that if a-person
commits sin his righteousness will, not he
rcmembired by God (Ezelticl 18:24),

4. -John states plainly that he that commits
sin belongs lo.ihe devil (1 John 3:8,'9).m
Ifl. -The Conditions and Provisions Pertaining
. to Saivation"Ahe /\omnst a Person CON-
, TixtnNc. is Sin AktVvr Becoming a Ciiris-
tian'
1 The conditions, .
ma.' Repentance—a confession of and a
> " forsaking of sin.

It Man must prornjsc God lo quit sin

before God will forgive him.
2. The protfsions of salvgtion. .

a. The terms used to describe salvation
denote a/change of nature and atti-
tude, toward sin—born again, a new
creature, ctc.

b. The desires, ambitions and affections
arc changcd and centered in God in-
.stead of, (he devil and sin. m

c. The Christian becomes a soldier of
God against sin and the devil,

3. Provisions made by Gad to-keep man .

from'sinking (Luke 174 75i 1 John 1;
\' 3:11-3). =
IV, A Christian

. tinc. Sin

‘Can Livs'W ihiout Commit-

m Courage, 0 faithful heart;
Steadfast tor ever!
In the eternal love
Faltering never, —W. E. Lim-Ewooo0.

Luke 12:47; John 15:22; 9:4;.

* =

HI

May 28—-MorningSermon
® Getting Results

’ (James 5:16)

Introduction
1 God' intended for the Church to /bc a
success,
2. Parable of. the mustard seed shows what
i He saw for its development.
3. A revival should be a revival and nut just
a protracted meeting. ,

T rayeks that Drought Results
t. Nchemiali's prayer. Seeing what

needed (Nch. 1),

a. Recognized the conditions.

1). Confessed the failures of the people.

c.. Bsfed his'cxpcctnney on God'.

d. Saw the desire of his heart. ’

2, Elijah's prayer.' Recognized Gpd’s part-

nership in 0>c battle (1 Kings 18:36, 37).

a. On Mt: Carmel.

., b. Showed when and how to deal with
the enemy,

c, mAgain when he prayed for rain. Rec-
ognized (he assurance that God was
standing by him when his servant
saw the small-cloud.

3. Solomon's prayer. Desire for, God's an-

ointing and glory (1 Kings 8).,

a. At the dedication of the temple.

.m b, All was empty unless the glory of God-
. fell tin it.

e. The gloiy was a sign of God's ap-
proval and the acceptance, of his labors .
and gifts.

4. Moses prayer. 'Relationship to others

(Exedus 32:31, 32).

a. Intercession for the wrong-docr,

:b, Willing to die and be blotted out of
the book which God had written,

¢. This is taking the other person's place,
hialcine up the gap, filling the breach-,

5. Christ's prayer. Preparation for scrvicc

(John 17).

a. For His disciples of ail ages. m

b, The earnest desire of Christ for the

welfare of His disciples.

Getting in-the proper place about the

camp for. God to come.

This ex;>ericncc Christ, prayed for, that

each disciple ought to havci fits-for

personal victory, inward and outward.

Getting Resuits

1. Every Christian can study these prayers
and utilize the principles in his praying

was

- and the. results will come. ¢

2. The promises for answered prayers are
. for everyone meeting conditions (Mitt.

7:7, 8;2]1;22; Mark 1t:24; John 14:13;
‘'m15:7).
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. May 28— Night Sermon
Uizun.in tos

(Hebrews 7:2-4-271

IXTHONnI'CTION * .
1. Two words- fhoxy meaning (if Christ s suo
m ' riiin-.

.:i; Atone-ment, msifnifyinti . <iiffvrc«ccs

Ibat- must 'immunize.
b. Redemption, u>; buy back, Viiimfyins'.
» lhe sinner is sulci u:«ler slavery and
mn bondage.
(1) To deliver by payment of a prlce
] (2) To purchase out.of the.market.
w> .To liberate,. '
c. Chrssl mini- lo provide all of this for
mail: .- , A

Christ Cash;, .-Srinxr.u ami li'i:> ;0 1);.-.

j.ivkm Man rnoM Sin-
1 Prophesied'tint Hew ould do ii.

a. lileven .time's- in'the 5Jrd -chiptor o!
Isaiah the prophet speaks of substitu-
tionary, vicaxinus deatli.of the sillTer-
ini? SctvantT

It. Zechariah saw Him as a Priest oiler. '
i proper sacrifice (Zec)i; : M).

2. Tlu- angels announced lhat- Ik'-would do
it iMalt. 1:21);
1 wThe father-of John the Eluptist prophe:.

sied Ihat He -Would do it (l.iik~ !:7-1, 75)..

o, JohnlHt* Baptist understood that was
lo he ihe work of the-Messiah (M att.'
:11; John [I'7i.
5. Jesus Taught thal
(Matt. 9:6; John 5:14; Matt.
.20:28). . . ''m. . m
G, l'aul taught that Jesus was to redeem
from sin (Gal. [-:4; .Rom. -.";2S;" "15pU.
¢ 1:7; lleb. 7:24-27; 0:14); -
7, Peler tnunlit it .(1 Pe(er 1:18, 19).
K John wrote about it (11John 1:7).

lie was -to' do. this
.76:28;

Tin: Provision oi Rfiikmption Implies Ri-

SI'ONSHSILITY ON'TiTE -1’ AHT OF E.\CII WPlaiSOX
1. The redemption of Chrisi is (or alt.
2. The invitation is universal.
t. The conditions are so simple every man
can meet them.
4. The provision is so ample that every man
can have it,
S’ T.very person must do something: about
this provision.
6. Acceptance of Christ’s salvation means
meternal life, joy, peace and happiness',
w. Rejection brings condemnation now iintl
. separation from God in eternity.'s

built.".

MAGAZIXK

THREE MEN ON A HOUSETOP
Ib.jiscuj:-. M i-ki-hy

Il 1)\V,o I-PON mi. IIHSKTOI
(2 Samuel 11:2). m

“N\W Ju ilic/n 4jiil -in” at i'ise In- Zion,". ;

“Satan Mill liiid .work lor idte hand* to' diV

paviil; a man 'alter God's own heart fi If through
idleness,

i'irr-i, Ib:- ;;in of adultery;
dir in U.ivid's <;icel
" Think of the disilstiuUM result® of one manV
idUri--.." -
. Uiv.im:i:w oi revolution in DaV|ds kingdom and
continual sorrow. . m N

'David tievOr forgot thal htroll on lhe housetop
and died a-broken-hearted m.ni!
(4 NLni:tHAiM:Y:AU - T’ION mi..

(ilanil'l 4:2uy.

"At tiie end of twelve'months Ire walked in

lini, says ieiereiH-e| (lie palace of the kingdom oi

O-1 Bc!,F  KAsSIV

later ilie si:i ef nv.ir:

Hikulkiup or'

. Italn lon

Hiiastirij! of wicked Uabyion—"That i have
"My power!" "My majestj.!,'Mfy hon-

our 1" "Deurous of vain-Bloty.”:' m
‘I h.il .name hour-fe.'l tin;-jiifcnirhl. of Guil upon .
\ebii[hadhe.:zar. ' ]
Bor,siin:;, even:a- 1’eter:
sake lhee, y.i't'will.nut I'!"
“lie that humbleth hiinself shall The exalted,
and 15 that esallelh himself shall 'In; abased."
‘T.ride uneih .before-destruction and a haiiuhu

"‘Though alf men for--

: §-jrit before a fall." m

pF.ir.i< Upon- Ini;.HousKioe or P kavi.il 1.U't4
10:0).. -

Daniel had his il'indoU' and Pelcr had his house-'
U§> devotions! '
- “Pray without ceasini;.” “Alen onuht always to-
pray and-not t[i faint." .

This housetop visit I)rtiii(;Ji(‘wondrous salvalion
to.the Genlilesl

Afeans of salvation for many millions | m |

The r.eniarkable (m(*>!of the three men on

(:5)

. the housetops!

The first led to most awful sin and sorrow.
The jfrcjjn/-brought the swift judgment of God.
The tli.nl brought salvation to the Gentiles.

Hc'turr of. the first, it is. the dcalii of the
Church.

Steer flriir of the second, it- spells doom Ib the
iwlividu,mL,

limliritce tlul third, if will bless the individual
and a lost world. .

Choosc-Yquk Housetop | “When tbiiu buildest a
.new house, thou 'shall make a battlement on
the roof" (Deul. 22:S).
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ETERNAL PUNISHMENT A VERITY

I* -11OL.IXMIArK

T k't :'These shall #>"alto? info-rvrrlaftin's pun-

ishment, hut the rifiltleous into, life eternal
IMult. ’5:4(0. ;. ]
Two things. will iliim our thmwhl in this mis-

V}., i.J) The persistence of the doctrine on'
~amti-miil punishment; anil (2)' The justice of 1lie
fart of it;,.

I. Tiik.l’iihsistf.nit. of thk-Uoi-trim-: 'm
1.,
all orUuidov creeds,amc.

2. It is not as.Calviimtic doctrine only. The m

liturgy of the-Protestant Episcopal Church-says,’
“From, 'wrath' silid wwlastliui damnation, -good
Lord deliver 'us." m
It d<ies not persist, in' lhi:' Christian Church
because Christianity has bred cruel human.num-
bers who delight in humarj suffering. On the other
ham!, there is more himi.sri kindness mure |[tf»ilair>'
m thrnpy', mmore effort' to alleviate stifferinu among-
Christians who believe in (his doctrine- tli.-m ;im<uv’
any class of iienple outride.
s, There are two .ureal reasons Why the doc-
trine of eternal punishment egmini. .he destroyed:
a. Providence-,-preach it.-.
1, -Cons' ience surest* it. . |
.The deepest sentiments of love liver expressed
in som; are intermingled with thoughts of wrath
“mill judgmenti'The: author of "Jesus, LoVer of
My rwiiprrJiended ‘ato> the necessity for
something to “Cover my',defenseless he-itl"; while'.
Toplady, who.-e name is fniinord.’ilijscd iy “Rock
of Anes,"” was led to petition God-to “Save from
m wrath.”

«1l. T>IK j I'STU € OF THE Kai'T

I-- .It.is ho more unjust tor. God tp punish in
the .future than it is lor Him to. punish now,. If
justice demands that all of God's' creatures be
Ultimately happy in the future, why. does it. not
demand that .they be happy, at the present? But
they arc'.not. Millions are now unhappy. If we
would say what God, in His justice, must do in
the nest world, why not also tell Him how to rim
this'present world?

m 2. If.punishment is not just (hen weMrc saved
by justice and not bv merry. Then-we should
quit.praising God for salvation, and accept it as
an ungrateful recipient of justice. AH songs of
praise in this world or the next are farce and

nonsense!
3. Man is constituted for both reward and
punishment. He has one common capacity for

both. And it is almost impossible to think id
there being rewardabte virtue without also the
possibility of punishable vice.

A woman said to her little girl who .was iold
that if sire was naughty she would no to hell,.

/" 1.(1S)

It is (uir of a very few doctrines upon wWidiifli

1
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"\Yliy, daughter, God would riot send one of llis
little lambs to hell I" TI"is is true. But the trouble
is that we are not “little lambs."l The most of.us *
are-or were, great'-. bin bucking, rebellious ramsl

4.; Christ taught' this 'doctrine .stronger than any m
other .man. If His plain, words, so often indulged,
mabout hell are tftUlto he believed, then perhaps we e
cannot believe what He said about anything.
Maybe eternal life was just a. figure. | KA

Perhaps -sonic would say, “Vim wrongly in-
terpret His.teachings.” Hut. there are not very
many'that | know of who ever attempt to in-'
terpret them. We only accept tfu-m as they are.

It is the no-hellite who spends bis energy' trying '
to interpret them.
5. The. Scripture nowhere holds out.'promise of
a sfd'thl" cluinct. L mm

The theory of a second chance is based upon
the false idea .that punishment makes bad people
grind. KXxivrierice.dors not .prove (hat this is true.

b. It. also rests on the. absurd tbought that "
wht-h.'a’ siiiner is shopeV’ss he' no.longer deserves
punishmertL. m

‘c. ft supposes, of coiyse, that-all men, after &
period of punishment, would accept such a chance.
There is nothin); in-the Scripture to warrant (fits

mas true.

d. It. would niake divine more effectual
to save than Divine luvr.. The fire ol judgment,
and not Christ’s love and sacrifice, would be the
instrument of salvation. B
me. Suppose thi'L the second cJSance'should be. m
rejcrlud? Would there Inla thirdt Why not?
t'oNCj.rs’os: There i; really more at stake in our '

attitude toward this doctrine than we ,tt first

may see. To- disbelieve it destroys the whole
fabric of our taith. for. if I-do not accredit
what God 'say* about hell, |1 doubt His Word,
and consequently doubt His integrity. | cannot'
m believe'His promises of blessing if | do. not bc-
«-liovtf His promises of judgment, -'The cross to
me becomes an empty, meaningless symbol if

! do tint see in it the-expiation of crimes which

call for great and fearful pumjbmeiu.

SERMON BRIEFS
OF Joiltf T, Maviiuky
. Prepared hy U.-H. M.

Posr-MbiotM Punisiimi'nt ]
(Mark 10:16) -

Introduction'. Most hated and unpopular doc-
trine, is pust-mortem punishment for -pi-oba-.'
tionary sin.- Called “myth of'dark-ages." The
devil has succeeded to a largo extent in estab-
lishing this lie in world and Church. Hence,
prevalence, of vice and suicide, fear and re-
straint gone.
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1. Not AIl Go TO Heavev
Il. Post-mortem Punishment IS Eternal
111. PERFECTION OF DiVINE GoVKHNIlJSNT
quires Post-mortem Punishment
Conclusion: W hat is, it to be'damned?
1. Sec Matt, 25:41. They expect to be tor-
mented, Matt. 8:29 ind 18:34,
2, Note Luke 16—Tormented, torments,
> mcnt. ’ [ | ] 1 -
..1L None go ta hell that' God can keep out.. -

Re-

The Success and Disappolntm&t of the."/
Rich M an
(Luke 12) L .
Introduction: Relate parable. Want to note hvo
things about him.
I. ills Success [ ]
1, Not accidental.
a. Worked. b. Studied, c. Invested
*2. Not illegitimate. | IO
8. mAbundant, »
a,"'Rebuilding.
b. See carpenters a! work; neighbors won-
dering; his soliloquy at night.
His Di.sappointmeni1
1. In length of life. Thought had many years,

but death, like so many, was. sudden. No idea
that night was his last.
2. Funeral, was elaborate mockery. Dr.

Smoothem made him virtuous; etc. =
1 Loss of goods. Became eternal pauper,
4. Loss of soul! Fool (1 Cor. 6 and Eph. 5:5);
5. Loss of God. Mammon (Psa. 9:17).
6. Loss of reason.
a. Delirious, sin a fever (Deut, 8:18),
b. Forgot God, soul, fcllowman, as incn do
missions, the church, and poor today.
7. Loss of goal,

a. Ease, drink, merry—but hell instead.

b, All this, and miss heaven. ,
Conciusion: Loved wrong god, as rich young
ruler!

# R
The Holy Spirit
in Ephesians
I. Sealed. (1 13 and 430)
Mark,
Authenticate.
Guard.
Hold a secret.
. Perpetuity—good fruit keeps.
Il. Revelation (1 1? and 2: 5)
1.. Know Christ. =
2. Know dispensational truth.
I1l. Access (218)
. Father told me | result of access is assurance,
knowledge, surety, ",
IV. Habitation (222)
Clean and adorned.

OwrOD PR
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V. Strengthened (3:10)
Through prayer, etc.1

VI. -Unity (4:4)

VII. Fruit (5:0).

VI, Fitrted (S:18)

IX. Praying In (6'8] '

Received, honored,, obeyed.

Conclusion:

. Eradication A Reasonable Possibility.

Pul off The phi man

Introduction; He said, in introducing jthis Sub-
ject at Norfolk, Va., March 9, 1924, in referring
.to the fact.that this truth is much misunder-
stood and opposed, ®‘l have no.axe to grind
(in preaching this truth), nothing up tny sleeve,

- | am. Gods man, and His messenger. | eat the
roll, and feed the sheep accordingly,”

l. StfITKCSSIO.V, AN .UNSCRIPTUIMI,, iLLOCICALj Un-
reasonai>«; and Unhygienic Doctrine
Illogical, /or God wants pure children, ves-
sels, temples, etc,
- 2. Unreasonable, because fart is, God is able, to
eradicate sin, Is willing, has promised to purify by
blood on condition.of our faith, ctc,
m 3. Unhygienic or unhealthy, .

a. Germs are in the blood. : . | e

b, So carnajity is an unhealthy condition in

lifes vital blood.stream,

4. Unpatriotic. Leaves a traitor in camp, in
ihis war between Satan and Chrlst right and
wrong. v ..

5. Unkind and cruel.

a, Trips young feet trying to walk,
m Weights on the racers, load on the swim-
mer, ties hands of .worker, etc.

Text:

Il. Suppression Is Unscriptur,\1
1. Jtote its meaning, is to destroy, thoroughly,
mexterminate, make an end of. m
a. Radix—meaning root,
b. John says axe is laid at root,
c. No roots left in good groifnd.on farm.
2. Note scriptural terms, etc, : :
. a.” Body of .sin destroyed. =’
b. Put off—Jonah cause of storm,
Baptism—cleansing.-
. Fire—purifying. 'om.
. Be ye-holy as | am-holy.
Not on top of sin, but put ofl.
As He is, so are we, pure as He is pure. J
3. ThIS word and work,
m. Hated by world, flesh and devil,
b. Hence, opposed, etc.
Results of Eradication
Rest.
a. Find rest, Matt. I1.
b. Second rest, spoken of in Hebrews,
2. Stability (Romans'5:1, 2) Stand.
3. Stand evil day, joy In temptation (Eph.,

cQ_-hg'nQ_o

1.
11.
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6); blessed in temptation (James 1'12).
4. Marks. c "

a. God put a mark on Cain.

b. Father's name in forehead.

c. Shunned by carnal, but.felluwshippcd by
sanctified. m

5. Orthodoxy. , »

a. Heresy, a fruit of flesh .{Gal. 6).

b. The wvery clect impossible to dcceive
(Malt. 24). ' -

c. Russcllitcs,IEddyites, McPhersonites, and
ali. kinds of.""itcs” retreat with broken
shafts against this shield of faith and! or-
thodoxy. ;

6. Fruit in old age.

a. Fat and flourishing, like a well watered
garden,

b. Drs. Bresie,..'Reynolds, Biickmasler,

c. Some sour and wither with age.

CoNCi.ir.sHw: Have you put off the.old man? Are
you conscious of entire freedom from all stir-
rings of inward sin? -

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL
‘CoMrn.cn nv'J. Gtttw Goum

Influence of Molher’i Pwyeri

Born, of German parentage, Doctor. Cornelius
Woeifkin Was left in early childhood the orphaned
son of a widowed'mother, his father having been
killed early in the Civil War while actiiig as a
surgeon in lhe'navy. Dr. John Finley, in an edi-
torial in the Nev>-York Times on.the event of Dr.
AVoelfkin’s death paid a glowing mtribute to mhe
immigrant home with its frugal comforts out of
which the (jrcat preacher grew. The mother in
that home .was a large factor in Dr. Woclfkin’s
preparation for the ministry, JJer godly influence
was an ever-present power in his life, even after
she had crossed the threshold into the house of
many mansions. “She haunts‘my heart,” he wrote,
when' in an arlictc contributed to one of our de-
nominational papers he told liowW, in' his first
pastorate in the little church at Bagnaii, N. V.,
each Saturday afternoon the saintly woman would
steal away to the little pulpit where the next morn-
ing her son.would break'the bread of life to
the people and pray' for the baptism with the
Holy. Spirit to descend upon'prophet and people.
, », You cannot account for Cornelius Woeifkin
and forget to recognize the large place in his
ministry that was held by his little German'moth-
er. His first preparation for the pulpit Came as
he learned the sccret of prayer at an altar made
of a good woman’s knees.—Rev. C. W. Putty.
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Mother™ Translation i

A BibJc class teacher was tolling of the variom
translations of the Bible and their different excel-,
fences. The <jiass was much-interested and one of
the young men that- evening was talking to a
friend about it. ’

"“1 think | prefer the King James Version for
my Hart," he said, “though of course the Revised
is more scholarly.” [ ]

His friend smiled, 1ll prefer my mother's trans-
lation of the Bible myself to any other version,”
, he said.

“Your mother's?'l cried the first young man,
thinking his companion had suddenly gone crazy.
"What do you mean, Fred?”. m

"I mean that.my mother has translated the
Bible into the. language of daily life for me sincc
| was old enough to understand it.”—Wfstern
Recordtr.

The City of Peace \Y

(Memorial Day) > u

o The Stale-Encampment, of the Grand Army
of the Republic met in Syracuse, N.Y ., in June,
m1027, atid the .Syracuse Herald recorded the fol-
lowing: . .

“The veterans themselves are- first among those
realijing 'liow fast the ranks arc closing up as the
comrades drop out and there arc no replacements.

“One among them handed to the publisher of
the Herald a clipping from the. Tampa Morning
Tribunt of April 6, containing the fallowing en-
titled 'The Last Veteran,” by E. D. Lamhright:

“'He was the last veteran; -of ‘all those who
had fought for home and honor, he. alone was
left alive. .’

“And now death came, to lay its hand upon
him. One soldier’s grave was still unfilled, and-
the sleepless sexton waited, leaning on his spade.

“ ‘A little patch of sunlight fell upon the cover-
let, and the dying man placed his only hand there,
that the tender warmth might kiss it with its
lips of gold.

“And the words fie spoke were as-the words of
one who dreams of.distant.things; for they had
a mystic meaning and death tarried that it too
might hear/

“Now | know that the dying have visions,
for the words lie spoke were-these:

“““Bring me. the rusty musket and the faded
coat, for yonder in the valley | can see the
army gathering. Long ago, | thought, the war
was over, but Imust have been mistaken; surely
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Ihat is my general .calling to'mu anil waving his to the will of God-'Which | vow this afternoon
sword; lest | cprni- too late to join them." Soiiie~ | will to the last drop of my blooil—then J trust
mhow, | dreamed that they were ail dead, Unit 1  (li.it site will hid ntt' welcome (< the skies,as lie
was (helnst of (he glorious number )fft un earth.  pade her.” William lJooth had fortified his soul
See,! They ‘'are'marching now, a mighty host of' against -mh ah emergency—HonKier Fni:t;.\t,\N.,
"heroes,'with their (eel no longer'bare and I_Iu-|r Bringing All Thinsi into Subjection to Chriit
flaps.'ho lunger tattered. On,'on tltdy go, arid | lii Kdinhurgh'there is p time-guti of niure !h;tn
setl them climbing the golden sunlit hills into 'an, miiveri)u‘ interest, In the'.lower p:irl of the city
mendless day,” Company after company, bMIaKots  there are the busy marts of life, where commerce
after battalion, regiment after regiment—aiid yon-  yominates .the situation. 'A littic higher are the
der rise the white wails of (he. city they 'mgan, pari: and beautiful'gardens in which .weary pe-
to'take. Hut from the battlements of the tilv  gegirians may find rest and recreation. Still far-
no menacing puns are pointed; no sentinels pace.: ther tip are Ihe. college anil university buildings-
the ramparts; there fi'enis to be no'apprehension  \ypere students "burrow into ancient lore to ctt-
of da”ger* no _preparatlor! for m{irk, I_'°°k ! The rich a modern niirtd." Theii higher still, anil above
army is entering the wide portals; tint a sliul, . ;) there stands ~majestically the gray old .castle
not a siruegli'f no dead or dying men. *Ah-M see 54 on the highest point of (he caslic is the time-
—.1 know why .the _conquest is blocdf_ess, for the .. Kvery day-that gun lioorns out the royal
mime of the city is Peace!”'"—Dti.. G. 15 -F,  (jgle 'did when it does'air docks are adjusted.
H.mlock. * ® The captains of industry and the leaders of com-
Iniincerity merce set their'’clocks-and watches by. the royal

m lli-tory tells usMhat Louis XI “executed a .timepiece, as ~do also ,llie imtKitudes' upon (lie
soliunn deed of"ownership," monveying to the .streets, the students in. ibehalls of learning, and
Virgin Mary the whole country oflHoulogne In  the people in quest of pleasure and recreation. I-
France; hut' reserved for himself all the revenues not this a symbol® of what must he done it this
thereof:' flow much like this “solemn-deed? 'is world is to he brought to Jesus Christ? All [lie
our repentance 1 We may say we .ire sorry, htii  aeti-. ilies of life must- he brought into subjection
if we:reserve tor self the control of oitr actions,- -to the l,ord Chrisi, whose, r.ight is' to rule anti
huw deep is that sorrow? God measures our re- leign.—l)isti(H' A- W. Lr.oN.inti.

pentance,- not. .by our “e'xceeding".sorrow, but by Inner Divine Guidance _ ’

the revenues of our. lives that flow fnto His An invention' has been recently perfected for
In"aturyi>1 Christian [l'orfc. m' B guiding vessels into a harbor in time; ,of storm
Tlie Fortified Soul . » nr (og or danger. A cablg is stretghed alopg the

liramwell Booth in his Erlwrs ntul Meniorios bottom of the channel with electric hetls in fre-

.gives a stirring glimpse of liis father the general —quent succession’l -set vibrating simultaneously by .
at his mother's grave- emulating Abraham, who @ clock on shore.. The sound of the bells is deep
“sipod up from before his'dead and spake,” What down, far below the' surface, and only vessels
background such address-reveals| "I have never » Provided with sensitive instruments can delect the
mturned from her. the.-e forty'years for any jour- vibrations anil find the channel,; tlley- go Straight
neying* on my mission of mercy but I-longed to  forward in the storm or in the fog. The mystic
get hack, and have counted the weeks, days, .and claims that the. human soul is bosqgftied on the
'hours which should take me again to her side. deeps of a-spiritual sea of life which flows around
When she has pone away from tnc it has been I', and'that-the Sensitively adjusted life can catch
just the same; Anti now she has Rane away ft>r. intimations of celestial currents apd can' gain
the last time. What then is there left for me to  dues and hints of direction, even when the cruder
do? Not to-count the weeks, the days and the - sense makes no report arid gives no guidance.—
hours which shall, brim; me again ,into iter sweet ~Db; Rui'us M. Jtwcs,

company, seeing that' I know not what shall be- FEijilicn of Men

on the morrow; nor what an hour may., bring Jesus said, “Go ye into alt [lie world, and
forth. My work plainly is to fill up the weeks, preach the gospel to every creature.” That word
tin: days, the hours, and cheer my poor heart fts “go" Is--as big as the .earth, and as little as the
I go along.with .the thought that when | have Db[>acc between you and tile next man. “Follow
served my Christ and my generation according me and | will make you fishers of men.”
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m In itie New V'nrk Aquarium 1 jaw; afl sorts of--lij.e-that'l Our delight in it Would excel all the

fi-li” D« akiid littlil ugly and pretty.'"And there
‘were many people-studying fish. Ahout fifty of
them .hail their liltU* books; drawinR picture’s
of l'isti, aniJ marking (hei'r. habitat. sHut (here was.

no ojm* catching fish. -

I'went. I<i.a convention some tiriic 'ago and it
romiiirlcfl .mu of' tily vieit to tin* a<|»arium." There
were stores of. tnen who'-had been sludyini; fell.
They could tell all about tin- Hold fish .nn-Fifth.
.Avenue,-and the-mud metierseand eels on the
liowery. liul not one of them, so far as | could
see, had Ixen ti-liinf.. Not a niiuilmv hail been

rairdit. . - [ ]

" |. Was lalkins to a.deacon the other clay who
is at the head of a (jreat.corporation. If you. saw
him in church you might think Jie would never
unbend,- but it ivas in the fishing season, and he
had just received from a friend the gif), of a fine
new rod. tie forgot his dignity as. he talked about
the .pleasure of fishing. He said, "A fiy-e-pound
b.ifs'iil the end of lhat rod is Mozart, and.Beeth-

. ing for me the way a cat waits for a rat.

pleasure Of* music and pjictty and. oratory .--l)il.
A. C. *Hnon. i
Belter Off, but not Better

f>an'Crawford s.iys lhat irr tile south of Africa
there is a certain, kind of civilization advancing,
the civilization that brings drink, gambling,' and
alt flic rest with.it, ;"lt mwas down that way;1
lie slates, “"that 1 was *tartin# out for England,
down by the railway head,.where 1 and my black
friends bade each other goodby. Oh, how they
looked a! (hat -railway. Then they asked me to
explain to them about some of the tilings belong-
mnn-to your so-called, civilisation. So 1 began
gushing aLout all your wonderful civilization, Heiv
they looked rind listened!.As 1 went on telling,
them df. automobiles, submarines, airplanes, and
everything ctse, -trying to draw a' wonderful look
from them, f noticed one man with an uncom-
fortable luok in-bis eyes. | could see lie was wait-
Finally
he said, sis-1 stopped, ‘Are ypu finished?- And

oven, and -Shakespeare, and -Cicero' all lin or.e" then, dear friends, he (luncturcd ijiy lire with a

thrill." .lie had the’fishing spirit, dont J-oy fee?, .

He was a genuine fisherman. Would to -Ciod tint,
we KCbrisliaTis had-the spirit mfor fishing for men

PASTORAL OBSERVATIONS '
« Taul S.Hill m

Tut. Cuiritcu Vote

It is Usually considered an important meeting __

when the church votes on the call or the rccall
of the pastor. At this meeting .the church voices
its approval or disapproval of the work of the
minister. Some churches evidently have- adopted
the policy of frequent change; while others hang
on to the minister for a period of-years. In either
event there is an accounting to'the church on the
part of the pastor.

But wc think the vote the church. Infers in ref-

kiBff. 1 will never forget it, Hc\s:iid, “To be
better <ft.is not to be 'better.'”—Dnl G. B. F.
ILmlocC. . " .

consistently .-voting against it, They 'tio not .vote
by. ballot, -they jjjst -Slays-at home on prayer-
meeting night and by (heir Jack' of ".attendance
s;ly to the pastor and to a faithful few: *3 don’t
think-the prayermeetiriij is worth while; and so
far as | am ‘concerned, it might just as well die.”
It .is a brave'pastor who will carry on a meet-
ing in' his church with such a majority against
him! We have been greatly encouraged by the
attendance on Sunday morning, and just as much
discouraged'by the attendance at the prayerrneet-
ing during (he week. Probably if the matterwere
put to public vote,'all would be in favor of the .

erehee to the pastor is not the most important m Pravermeeting, But that silent stay-at-home vote

vole the church takes. For instance, the decision.
of the church on the support of the prayermeet-

ing is important, and in many cases they well- m against many .other

nigh (>ut the peaycrmeel'mg out of existence by

Vv

09}

does the damage, -
And that same stay-at-home vote derides
excellent- things that the'

church should have. It, binders the work of the
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Sunday school, and makes it feeble and sickly.
It damages the class meeting, the board meetings,
the Sunday evening meeting, the Sunday morn-
ing meeting* and.all'the other meetings.

We arc, of course, conscious (hat the minister;
is cither a drawing card, or lie is not, and that
much depends on him. We also know that the

minister must’ be on his tues tolget a crowd at m

all times, but it secnls humanly impossible for
some of us to hold the same sized crowd at all
the meetings of the church. If anyone can give
;i rule that will make all the meetings of the
church as important in the cyCs of, the people as '
the Sunday morning services we would like; to
have it,, However we are sure that the best’min-
ister the, church has cannot carry on the work
without fhc people, .and that is why we think.
there is a more important vote than the vote
. for the call or recall of the pastor,.

If we understand our Bible, the,greatest proph-
ets of Israel were in charge when the people went
mthe deepest into idolatry. They voted .to-have
Isaiah, Daniel, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel for their
pastors, but voted down all their messages and
consistently departed from their duty. On the
other band some of the fjroat revivals were, con-
ducted by rather second rate men, some of whose
names are not even mentioned. . ,

It Is not the vote on tho minister that makes
or breaks a church; it is that silent stay-at-home”
nonsupport, indifferent vote .that tells the talc..

Prlachwg to tub American Legion

Some time ago l-received a pretty broad hint,
from some of the members of the American
. Legion that they would appreciate an Invitation
to the church of which I am pastor. They were
“Just "wondering why you never invited them to
come in a body, and hear you preach,” The re-
sult .was that I. sent a formal invitation to the
conimaodcr of the local unit, inviting them to at-
tend divine worship with the church.on a given
Sunday, and gave (hem reservations, for- cither
morning or evening. They accepted the invitation,
and came for the evening service. The invitation
included the ladies, as well as the ex-soldiers,

A helpful bit (so | think) of patriotism was
featured in' the scrvice when the.‘'boys" placed
their flags in position by the altar of the church
before they were seated- .This was donewith mili-
tary precision, and yet with Such grace and seem-
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ing reverence that.it fitted well into the religious
setting of the church scrvice.

The fact that many of our boys were left “on
Flanders fields,” and that many who .returned’
from the war were in some way physically affect-
ed, gave a sort of “memorial” aspect to the en-
tire service. We started our song scrvice with that
old familiar, soul-stirring hymn of the church, a
"Shall wc gather at the river.” And~hpw the
voices of' those men. did lift that old songl We
sang two mote songs of heaven and hope, and
then bad prayer. Then wc had a Jew more pre-
liminaries; a choirimimbcr, etc., and then it was
up to md to prcach, | feel rather more free when |
am preaching “regular” than when! have to adjust'
myself to "special" occasions. But | have proved
that it is better to put the "regular” into the
special fames, than it is to try to be “special”,
and not do anything worth while.

The test | used was. "While wc were yet'sin*

.nets, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). The sub-

ject of my sermon was “The great death." This is
how | treated it:

Introduction; The whole sullject of death.
A universal human event,-All previous generations
of men have gone the way of death. .

1. Illustrations of the deaths of great’ men,
showing why they died.
m Abel was killed in a religious quarrel. Saul, a-
king with a great start and wonderfur prospelts,
died a defeated man, killed himsflf for no prin-
ciple whatever. David-said, “The sword of the
mighty was vilely cast away." Absalom died,
caught by his head, in pursuit of a personal
ambition. St. Paul died for the sake of the gos-
pel, also Stephen, and .some missionaries. ;

2.- Death seals the life. How many live so
they are’ willing to put this seal on their belief,
and conduct? \

, 3. The soldiers died in the .war fighting for
a principle. -

4, Christ preached great truths, and scaled them
with His death. He stood for great principles, .
and sealed them with His death. But we do not
limit the death-of Christ to martyrdom to prin-
ciples or truth. Christ died for His enemies, sin-
ners, the ungodly, He atoned for Jin. His blood
is the way of salvation from sin. .

5. Of all the deaths the world has known (here
is not another like this one; There, have been
crucifixions, deaths-at the hands of mobs, deaths
because of religious hatred and contention,, but
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mnever another death like the death of Christ. His

was the great death.

Ci.osinc Illlustration.
America® soldiers,.raptured by the Germans. All
are sentenced to death, they arc enemies. But
a young German apiwars, and offers to Rive his
life for the life of the American soldiers. It is
the crown prince'of Germany; The son of the
ruler. Jesus the Son of God gave Himself for W3
while we were yet sinners. Love is the motive of
His death, and the result is pardon and salvation,
full and free.

| am* sure that, having the ex-soldiers attend
our scrvice did not hurt tile service, and from
what wc heard afterward, it did the soldiets
good. Wc will probably have them again some
time; ut ;

Tiie Sunday School .

The clitlrch should provide the community with
a good Sunday school. 1 have met.some people,
not very many, whoAfccl that a Sunday school

ia too small, a matter for mature Christians to -

attend. They expressed themselves as wanting a

Imagine a band of «

teachers with a perfect system
sk V _—

There is great opportunity for improvement in
methods of work, but there is no possible improve-
ment on the Bible as a textbook for our work'.
Wc pastors take it for granted that our Sunday
school teachers arc teaching the Bible, but wc .
oujjht to make sure. We have known a case
where something was taught contrary to the Bi-
ble, and the children were taken away .from the
school by a mother who lived"in the community.
What was the trouble? Just a case of not sup-
plying the demand of the community. The town
wanted the church to provide a place where its
children could be taught the Bible, and the church
failed the town, and the tonn withdrew its sup-
port, Those instances are rare. Too frequently
the church'can get away with its 'program even
if it is not'suitable, and the people in the com-
munity -will make ho. inquiry. But whether the
place makes its wishes known or not, the church
should know the need of a good Sunday school,
and should provide one.

“ If any pastor thinkf a Sunday school

"hitting on all

that

grown-up-religion with fire and power instead of mreadies the needs of his town is an easy thing, let

the humdrum of lesson leaves, and ji Sunday
school program. liut 16 me they express a rather
" selfish, interest in themselves, and seemed want-
ing in’thc spirit of helpfulness. There must be a
sacrificial spirit that expresses itself in helping
mothers if the-heart is to be kept alive with the
love of God. It usually is,the people who arc
msupplying the community with religious services,
at a cost to themselves of time and energy, who'
arc having the best success at living a Christian
life. But.we' were not thinking of the benefit to
the Christian derived from such activity so much
as we were thinking of the demand the community
made on the church for i Sunday school. The
community expects the church to- provide a
Sunday school, and the.church should meet that
demand .with just as good a Sunday school as is-
possible.
The organization and system adopted by the
Sunday school is not the nictst important thing
about it. The main thing is to get the; job done,
to. meet the needs of the community, to assume
the responsibility of teaching and training young
.lives in the way to heaven. One faithful teacher
with a heart full of love, a well studied lesson®
a determination to do his best ,will do more to
fill the needs of the community than an army' of
half-hearted, uninterested, unsavtd, .chatter box

him make a survey and find out how many chil-
dren arc running wild without any religious train-
ing whatever. When he finds them, let him get
them into his Sunday school. If he-is’ablc to
do that, and provide them with teachers who arc
skilful and earnest Christians, then he has done
much to meet the needs of his community so far
as Sunday school is conccmed. But this is an
almost impossible task to perform in-many places,
because the parents take their children tb the.
Sunday movie, or to the woods or beach or driv-
ing in the auto. However our “uty is not done
till we have a Sunday school ‘suitable to the
needs of the community. And no one man, work-
ing alone, can supply this need. He must have'
the help and support of his church. Here enters
tfie spirit of helpfulness which’, with a proper
vision, goes a long way toward making the Sun-
day school what It ought to be.

The backslider tit heart shall be filled
with his ownways (Proverbs 14:14).

mText;

There is a,growing tendency to
believe the false- doctrine of "eternal security"
which stands for “oncc In grace, always in grace,"
and belittles the danger of backsliding, or falling
from grace.

Introduction:
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Attention is called to the fact that" the words,
backslider, backslide, backsliding, arc scriptural

terms, and mean something. Not only do they
mean somethin-;, but lhey mean something of a.
serious religious character.

1 The world, is filled with people who claim
mto he- backsliders. We find them in (lie churches
and at the altar, ~ol all who .say they are back-
sliders art; actually backslidden. Amanda Smith
says, “Some never frontslide,” " .

In order to be a backslider, one, must, have
something from which (o backslide. P. T, Har-
num, the show'man,. began his leciure 011 “how to
make money" with ’these Words, “1 have lost &
.great deal of money.” He had (0o have money
before he could lose it. One has lo have salva-
tion before it can be lost.

2. Many have-been under deep conviction for
sin, but never yielded.. These having no experience
of salvation cannot.'lose it.
maintains for (hose who sought, but failed to
obtain, entire sanctification.'

d. At the time' of "conversion" the grace of

'initial salvation enters the suul as an experience, :

.Repentance precedes faith and conversion, ami.
unless it is.dv'eji and .'‘complete, conversion does
not result. Hut when it is complete, and is fol-

The same argument .
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nal heart, but this is not the only cause."But
always the cause is within self or the self life, and

never in another, although another is usually
blamed. .

7. llack'sliders, secret or open, are in greaL
danger, and -wil[ be hist if they arc hot re-
el,limed. |

H liod will have mercy; and'save the bat'k-

m slider.

SELECTIONS FROM JOSEPH PARKER'S
BOOK :

“Xtme Likt"It—A:Ilru jur.thr'Olti SKiiril.”"

' Chuptrf.Ad Clrrtim

The Pnitoi- Should Keep Hi« People Around
Hit Deck .
whilst.composing' his discourse.. The audience will.-

lie imagined, not imaginary.. Thus every sentence
will he addressed to some known experience, and
thus the hearerswill know that the pastor lives
in Iheir midst. The wise, pastor is under no de-1

" ® fu<i<m as’to _th;* capacity and qualifications’of fiis

audience. He knows (hat most of his auditors arc
in absolute ignoranre of his subject, and there-
fore he takes nothing for granted. Even great-
ness has its own fine way of being elementary.
Greatness' never snubs lhe congregation, for that

lowed by faith and conversion, repentance lie-, - would mean exasperation on the one side and loss

comes a part of the Christian experience, and
otakes its-position with faith,.regeneration, adop-
tion, witness of the Spirit, etc. The same argu-
,rneiit can be folluwed through to entire sanctifi-,
,caliom These arc the things that are lost from
the .soul experience whcii backsliding takes-placc,-
*), There are two kinds of. backsliders. The

of. influence on the other, Yet greatness can
stoop to the luwest and wait for the slowest. The
pastor knows that most of his [icople are wholly
unprepared for .continuous-and elaborate argu-
ment. They have just, left a thousand worries:
the child is ill; the field is bare;, there is ho
blossom on (he fig tree; there is ryi herd in the

.secret backslider in heart,Who seek* to conceal m stall: the mind, therefore, must be humored and

his real condition; and the ojien backslider,"” who
mstops professing religion, and confesses his state.
Both arc in' the same spiritual condition, and the
secret backslider will be an open backslider in

lured into the subject wilh pious and tender tact.
The minister makes a fatal. mistake who sup-
poses that llia congregation is composed of intel-
lectual and highly cultivated hearers. A few such ;

"time, Character and reputation may not be travel- * there may bei and where the.description is.really

ing together now,.but they are both going in the
same direction, and reputation will overtake char-,
acler some day, and they will be in agreement.

5. The text speaks of the heart backslider— and patient.

the secret backslider. The evidences of this con-
dition appear in the 'soul, rather than in the
outward conduct; but the 'backslidden condition
is as real as though it were accompanied by
vicious sins. There is loss of victory, unction, de-
sire; for prayer, case of.yielding to material things,
etc. Also n secret hunger for God.-

' 6, The greatest cause of backsliding is the car-

true they Will be the strongest supporters; of any
pastorate bent upon carrying forward the com-
mon life of the'church. True culture'is generous
Probably the most prominent char-
acteristic of any miscellaneous audience is igno-
rance, If a minister could question his hearers
one by one as to their knowledge of.the Bible,
me would be simply horrified. Ask them about
the scheme of any Epistle, its characteristics, its
purpose, its supreme thought, then he will know
exactly on w'hat a cultured.audiencc he is lavish-
ing his genius. The most discouraging feature of
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the. ease is that people are under the delusion
Dint -whatever else they may be ignorant of, they
certainly ilg know the Uihic. Not a man in a
million knows anything about the iiililc beyond
a few of its mit.-t familiar chapters and texts. J*
venture to think that when the Bible is really
known, in its unity,'its purpose, its spirit, men will
have little difficulty -in calling it'the -"Word of
God. . In the meantime they must be largely re-
garded as not knowing it. This fact creates the'
.opportunity for a wise handling of the Word.
Itmv to be guileful without deceit? mMow to re-
move; ignorance without first insulting it? The
pastor must study these inquiries in the light, of
fads. He must often work 'obliquely. By ex-
plaining a word or an a'taumciU to the younp,
and'asking grown iieople to’he patient 'with him
in doing so, he may now and then, get a beam
of light partially into heads—if heads they are—
which iire the very sepulchers of darkness. But
specially and lovingly must'the pastor reniem-'
her that;the majority of his hearers do not live
in a library. They have not lieen trained to. fol-
low a linked argument. Why, then, should', the
pastor pose before them as the descendant of an
Aristotle who would be the first to disown and
despise him? Hather let him *“serve the Lord
with all humility of, mind, and with many tears."
This baptism of tears is no mean sign of 'power.
They are. the tears of a Strong man. “Out of
much affliction and -anguish of heart, |: wrote
unto you irJiii nwDy tears" (2 Cor. 2:4). “He
beheld the city and wept over it” (Luke 19:41),
Man is not made up of intellect exclusively. Nor
by intellect alone can man be. saved, .

. L} s

The, Paitor Mutt Live for Hi» Charge
bv identifying himself with the spiritual, educa-?
tion of hi; people. They are Am people. Upon
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The pastor has often to be quiet when the nat-
ural man would he'haughty and repellent, ,In. a
seme the pastor must, be Christ. “Lcl nothing be
done'thrbugh strife or vain-glory; but in lowli-
ness oi mind let each esteem others better than.;,
themselves,” ' The apostles are pastoral examples.
‘eBeing 'reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we
suffer it." This,-is the argument| 'This is -the
witness ot the Spirit | The pastor is not yet fully
ordained in whose, heart- there lingers one trace
of social contempt. “Condescend to men of low
estate." "Have not the faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ with respect of jjersons.” Resentment, or
vanity,-or self-justification lias not commenda-
tion in the llibte. "Say not -thou,'l will recom-
pense evil; but wait on the Lord', and lie shall
save thec."' Acting in this spirit, the pastor wilt
win the hearts of his people and jirevait silently
against the proud doer® Violence, makes but
temporary success, “He that is slow'to .anger is
belter than the mighty; and he- that ruleth his -
spirit than lie that takelh a city.” Aggressive and
boisterous'policies are for tile carnal man; gentle-
ness is the power of the pastor. .“To. the weak
*became 1 as weak, that | might'g;iin tlje weak."
Fijled with, this spirit, , |

The Fa»tor Will Never Depreciate Hi« Charge

Wherever his lot .is cast, the pastor will con-
scientiously 'and. gratefully make the must and
best of bis people. He will never set himself above
mthem in.any spirit of vanity, playing the worldly
“gentleman" that mlie may throw their manners
into humiliating contrast. The people will feel .
his superiority without having it thrust upotf
them. Tiiey will smell the rose without being
pierced by .the thorn.. In the. whole course of
my ministry 1 have never failed to.observe that
the pastors, who appreciate their people arc the

one fold he Spends his care and IOVe, as the father m pastors who do the most enduring work. Besides’ !

spends his heart upon"one home. He must not be
“a stranger" to his own sheep, or they wifi not’,
know his voice. The.standard of the true pastor
is. Christ. “l am the good shepherd;’the good
shepherd givcth hjs life fér the .sheep.” In our
own way and in our'own degree we are to.be
what Christ was. That is our high calling! That
is-our cross. ’‘Christ also hath loved us, and
hath given himscif for us-an offering and a sac-
rifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour” (Ejih.
s:2).

Resentment is forbidden to the true pastor,
lie cannot act as a fellow citizen or an equal.

- in his manners.

if the pastor were, a real gentleman, owing noth-
ing to pretense and nothing lo veneer, he would
know that, Jiowever much the people are inferior,
to him,, they once had sense enough to elect
hitp, and he once was glad enough to accept their
favors. But such a gentleman never breaks down
He-is filled with the Spirit, and-
is therefore appreciative, approachable’and of a
tender heart. Let me lovingly warn my breth-
ren against the too frequent practicc of depreciat-
ing their people.. Take Christs view of them,
"“Why mdost thou ;et .at.naught thy brother?"
In the pulpit the minister addresses his audience
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as “my Christian brethren"—"my dear friends™—
"my beloved hearers,” He wlia calls his people
by one name in public and by another in private
‘brings himself under the charge of insincerity
and. practical falsehood. The ruder the people
the larger the pastors opportunity for refining
them. If the people arc too rude to.be roixpd
with, why live upon”'them? Why not take up
sortc_morc genteel ministry? They who gathered
around the Savior were not members of the social
aristocracy. The apostle Paul worked .with his
own hands that he might relieve the poorer
churches from the charge of his sustenance.' “Ye
remember, brethren, our labour arid travail: for
laboring night and day, because wc would not

be chargeable unto any of you,’ we preachedl

unto you the gospel of God." There is a gentility
that can work with its own hands when need
arises." The pastor will never fail to look be-
yond the circumstances and fix his thought upon,
the man. He is a shepherd of souls, not of gold
rings and soft raiment. . “Not many wise men
after the flesh are called.” The men whose “mouth
speakcth great swelling words, having men’s per-
sons, in admiration because of advantage,’! are
condemned by Jude as men who “walk after
etheir own lusts.” The pastor will have his personal
friends and his clcct-companions, but It),his pas-
toral capacity he will be “kindly affectioned” to-
ward the Whole church. "l charge thee before
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the, elect
angci's, that thatt observe these things without

preferring one before another, doing nothing by.

partiality.” The pastor has a special message to
the rich as’well as to the poor,- and it is the
more delicate message to deliver. “Charge them
that are rich in this world, that they.be not high-

minded, nor trust in uncertain riches.’l Charge :

them “that they do good, that they be rich in
good works, ready to, distribute, willing tp com-
municate.” . In this way will the godly pastor
bring into sympathy and fellowship many who
arc divided by the worldly distinctions of title'.and
estate. _

1

The Paitor Should Know Human Nature
for that is the truly “original language:" No mat-
ter what else you know, if you do not know hu-

man nature you are. not fit to teach and guide,

human life. Man is odd. Each man is a man by
himself, a separate study, an independent puzzle.
Do not be misled by mere manhcrs, | tremble
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when |,am introduced to “a nice manj” “such
you never kntnv .what a man is until you have
interfered with his vested interests, or until you
have seen him under insult. Then will you know
how very nice a man he. is,- how. extremely -quiet,
how absolutely modest. | have had to do with

“nice men" until | dread the very term. * «

"There’s a deal o' solid kicking
In the mcckest-lgoking mule."

So says James Russell Lowell,, and .so will every
pastor who has had to do with "very-nice men,"
Jesus Christ knew human nature, and acted with
discretion tha‘t was meant to-be exemplary. “Jesus
did not commit himself unto .them, because he
knew all men, and needed not that he should
testify of man: for he knew what, was in man.”
He did not treat Nicodemus as he. treated .Herod.
The pastor will need discrimination in distribut-
ing spiritual instruction and comfort. Sometimes
he will be miscellaneous; sometimes personal and

direct. “I, brethren, could not speak unto you as .

unto spiritual,- but as unto carnal, even as unito
babes in Christ.” Even the disobedient must not
be- treated as hostile. “Count him hot as an
enemy, but admonish him as a brother." Beware
of false, professors; “Take heed that no*man de-
ceive you.” Pastors should not live for flattery,.
They VMill never be really happy until'they live,
primarily, for the favor of God. To the inquiring
mpastor | would say, Form your own estimate of
"'men. Keep your counsel .to yourself. Never lis-
ten to gossip; never descend to tittle-tattle. Give
your people to. feel that your mind is set upon
e great subjects and the application of such sub-
jects to daily experience, and they will soon feel
that you are disinclined to indulge in local slan-
der or frivolous criticism. The holy man will
bring unholy subjects'into disrepute; If you know '
human nature well, you will let some tricn talk
themselves right out. You need not listen. But
you might look at them in a way that they coiild
hardly mistakefor an encouragement!

The Pmtor Should keep a Good Comcicnce

This will be his stronghold in the day of trou-
Jjfe. It has been, the defense of good men. In all
time. To my. junior | would say, Let no man
do you such favors as would'pervert your judg-
ment or quell your courage. Borrow from none,
Avoid debt as you would.avoid -a;wolf. Never'
forget that a. pound a week is not three shillings

\ <»>



THE PREACHERS MAGAZINE 2

"a day. Keep your tastes within your income,
‘'*How noljly Samuci addressed thc'peoplc:

“Behold, here, | am; witness against me be-
foreHie Lord, .md before his anointed: whose
ox have | taken? or whom have | defrauded?
whom have 1 oppressed? or of whose hand have
1 received any bribe to blind mine eyes there-
with? And | wjl! restore it you" (1 Sam. 12:3).

That is independence. Tht'rc should be nothing
shady in a pastor's) relations with his.people. The
pastor's motto should be Straightforwardness; The
apostle Paul had a noble record. “1-have coveted
no man's' silver, or old, or apparel. ... In all
things | have kept myself from being burden-
some unto you, and so will 1. keep myself." An
infinite shame to modern churches if the pastor
should be neglected, yet the pastor’s own honor
need not be tarnished. “Yea, ye .yourselves know,
that these hands have ministered unto my neces-
sities, and to them that were with me." A hor-
rible shame to the'churches! To whqrrris the
mastor, in many cases, least indebted for support?
To the rich. - Always allowing'for brilliant excep-
tions, the rich men in a church arc the robbed
-of pastors,. They rob them in the-very act of
.patronizing them, They tempt them into need-

less Qxpense. The richest man | ever knew gave . °

me seven>and sixpence, a' quarter for his seat, and
every time | submitted to the humiliation of din-

ixj« with him my'traveling expenses were in cx- .

cess of that amountl ;Yet -With what glory he
covered my ministry ! Surely the time will conic
when spiritual things will be rightly valued, “If
wc havf sown unto you spiritual things, is it a
great thing if wc shall reap your carnal things?"’
Is flesh to be balanced against thought?. “Who
goeth a-warfare any time at his own charges?
who plantcth a vineyard, and catcll) not of the
mfruit thereof? or who fecdcth a flock, and eateth
not of the milk of Ihe Hock?" These are lessons
for. the. churches. The less, the pastor thinks qgf
them the won should they be thought of by
the people. Let the pastor so .order his conduct
in all such matters as to havc a conscience void
of offense. Along this line many high rewards
arc to be gathered. "Our rejoicing is this,, the
testimony of our conscience.” A solid—a sacra-
mental feast! A banquet with the Lord himself!
Hear the apostle: “I have lived in all good con-
.scicnce before Go<J until this day.'? "And herein
I do excrcisc myself, to have always a conscience
void of offense thwart} God, and toward men."
It was in this bank of conscicncc that the apostle

t
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laid up large wealth,m“l thank God, whom |
serve frnm my forefathers witll a pure conscience/’
According to the.testimony of his conscicncc ev-
ery pastor is strong or weak. The conscicncc is
the man. Never have an artificial conscience, or
a ont-sicied conscicnce, or an oblique conscicncc.
If the light that is in'thee be darkness? how great
is that darkntsst '

’And in what will'all faithful shepherdliness end?
Suppose a pastor has fed the flock'of God, tak-
ing the overejght. tbcrpofj not by constraint, but
willingly; not for filthy. lucre, but of a ready
mind. What then? Will he die the death of a
dog and be buried as an unclean thing? Suppose
the-pastor has been blameless as the steward of
God and an cnsamplc to' the flock? Suppose lie
has been an example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, .in faith, in
purity? What then? Shall he pass ‘away as
smoke’and be forgotten as a wind? It is not so
that Ihe apostle speaks of the end. His words
glow with thankfulness; his spirit is immovable
in confidence:'

"What the Chief Shepherd shall appear m
Ye shall receive a crown of glory

. That fadeth not atvay"

"Even so, Lord Jesus, comc quickly." ~’

'CHRIST OUR ONLY HOPE
C. H. WIMAN

He was wounded for our transgressions', he was
bruised for our iniquities: lke chastisement of our.
peace was upon him; and with his stripes wc art
healed (lea, 53:5).

There is no occupation quite so fascinating as
the study'of the Bible, It isa unique Book, It,
stands alone mmong the millions of volumes of
literature that have been published. It stands not
only alone, but It towers above all others—none
other even remotely approaching it. When wc
read-books that have been written by men, we
soon understand tlieir meaning, and fathom all
the author intended to say, and then we lay-them
aside and forget them. But this is not true of the,
Bible. Wc road it, understand something’of its
meaning, arc blessed and refreshed by its‘truths,
and find our lives the richer for having followed
its precepts, but somehow we never feel that we
have quite understood all its mdaning. Wc turn
to its sacred pages again and again, and Wwhile,
we can still sec the old meaning, we find ever
new-, treasures buried there and wonder that we
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had not found them before. Who'can say, “L
understand nil the tiieaniiip in this'jmSmj.'i’- of
‘'scripture”? 1 understand some of the meaning of
John 3:16, and my life has -been made richer by
the truths of the I.Mh chapter of I- Corinthians,
but .I never.road tiiem without a feeling J.hat
there i? something dsn; there that | have not,quite
gras|>ed—something that the author meant to
=convey "that -1 have not quite understood? And'
so | read God’s Word again and again, and it is
always new. | have seen .the face of the peasant
woman light up .with hope and joy as she slowly
spelled out tile words of her well-thumbed llible,
Jor there’ n:is truth there which'even she equld
understand, and on which her heart could feast,
I have wen the scholar knit his brow and wrestle
helplessly with some tremendous passage whose'
deeper meaning' seemed to evade his every effort
to grasp. Men write entire books with scarcely,
a thought in them. In the Bible there ait thou-
sands of verses with ample material for scores
of books in each one. And after every libraryl
lias been filled, and the last printing press hafc
ceased, to turii, and every author’s finals have
been stilled,- thebe', will yet be an untouched
wealth of source'material in the old Hook, Cod’s
Word, And | think one of those texts that will
never-be quite fully. understood is our Golden
Text for this:evening. “Jle was wounded for our
transgressions, lie was bruised, for our iniquities;
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and
with his stripes wc arc healed:”.We can all doubt-
less repeat'it from memory,-but let us study it-
together again, and perhaps together wc will find
some new truth, ;
This- single, verse s?ems to embrace all mail's '
emoral inadequacy, God’s plan for his redemption,.
and a wonderful promise of eternal
righteousness. "lie was wounded for. our trans-
gressions,” There is something in the unregen-
erate heart that makes it rebel against all law,
Paul characterized It in these words: “It is not
subject to the law ot Go'd, neither indeed can be."
But since God is the author of all orderly'laivj
this something is a rebel against nut only what
we .think of as the law of God, but against all
law. Just Id say to a child, “Leave that alone,"
is often all that is needed to assure meddling.
Why? because (fie child does not want to feel
that it must be. subject to any prohibition, We
want to (lo as wc. please, tvhen we please and
\yhcre wc pleased A prohibition is a challenge to
disobedience. ' And this rebel spirit is so dcep-

peace and m “iniquity” has reference rather to injustice.
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neater! in the human nature that it is not easily
dislodged. 1), is ihe thing that brings revolutions,
and war, and blourlsbed. There are many tilings
we do not care to do, but we do'not propose
to have anyone tell in- lIhat we must not do
them. This-rebel spirit is the worst enemy of
God and iighteousness.' In fact its manifestations

;:m* so far-reaching:;inti so .terrible, and man had \

so flagrantly broljen the law of God, that every
point of contact between God and man had. ap-
parently ,been destroyed. Thi! old prophet, in
speaking of man, said that every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was.only evil con-
tinually. The only apparent remedy was for God,
the rightful Ruler, to completely destroy man,
the rebellious subject, from* the face, of the earth.
But as the stroke was about to fall, delivering
the fatal wound, Jesus Christ steps-to the front,
and is “wounded for our transgressions.”, lie had
done no wrong. , He alone had known no sin.
He alone deserved no punishment, yet the. multi-
tude stood and.alternately jeered and shuddered
as His blood was spilled, the only truly innocent,
blood ever shed. Man is normally disobedient,
yet he constantly jusliiies himself-in his disobedi-
ence,
never opened His mouth to complain over.being
punished as a malefactor. But on one side of that
cross' that ~day stood mankind utterly atnazed
at .what it beheld, and cried out in the voice of
the Roman centurion, “Truly this man was the
Son ;of God,” And oil the other side of that
.cross was God, at last seeing a point of contact
with lost men.

Hut "He was bruised for ou<viniquities.*” 1 have .

been interested in the statement and 1 believe |
have found something of its meaning. The word
In
this connection it is interesting to remember that
the buffeting, the bruising, which Jesus received
. followed immediately after His confession of being
“God.Z How unjust men are! How little they can
see and understand! God bad come among them
as a man, but (hey could not see Him. They only
knew, that He was going across the currents of'
their lives and they wanted to be rid of Him.
He'had done no wrong, and they recognized that
fact, but in their blind injustice they must destroy
everything that opposed them.- Had they really
JinoUH He was God theyWould never have acted
so, but justice meant nothing toward the lowly*
and He was one of the lowly ones. But.He said
'He was the Son of God, And so they smote Him,

Jesus Christ was perfectly' obedient, yet..
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and buffeted Him and bruised Him. How little
did lhev realize tlut they were helping I» riiake
it possible that all men might have a love of
jsisticc implanted in;their hearts, and that in Jesus
Christ all their artificial watts of ciass, ancl crtsfty
and color.-were to lie broken down," In their utter
in/iistice ihey bruised Him, but in 'the midst ,o(
our injustices we may conic to Him and find that
His bruises avail for our forgiveness, anti as wc
weep-with Him over our sins, we will find 1itoti-'
iterful peace itualinp into our hearts.

The story is told of itri old Chrisilnn Japanese
"schoolmaster whose pul>ils bad repeatedly, been
disobedient. Hut the schoolmaster was unable to
find the culprit and to' n/store the honor of the
school and the majority ot tlie students. At last
after a night spent in 'prayer he railed tlie boys
it) the-school;together, and told thcni that some--,
line musl.be punished, and since the culprit could
Hot be found he would take the punishment, Bar*,
ing his ami he took a great:leather strap and
began to- beat him;6If. Cruelly lhe blows fell
again ami again. Soon the.blood began to drip;
« lad from’.the back of the room rushed to the
front crying, but for the master to stop, that-he.,
was the guilty one, and he could'no longer resist
the manifestation of.such love. And who can
‘-behold the suffering Christ and resist His hive?

"The chastisement of our peace-.was uiwtti him.”
Chastisement is-given for correction, and for the
mbenefit rif the oiic chastised. Hut Christ needed
ho chastisement. 'fie.'was the [fcrhxt: one. JJe
,was the peaceful one, Men are naturally Warlike.
They Jove to fight. As long as there is misun-
derstanding and hatred in the worltrihere-will.be
fighting. As long as there is hatred between na-
tions there «'il! be wars. As Jong as men .ire- out
of harmony with their better natures they will
be out of harmony with their fcllowmcn. The
discipline that will bring pea'ce ih this world is
not to be-fount! iti councils and conclaves and
conferences, but. in. Jesus Christ. Great armies
and navies do not insure pcace, but suspicion and
hatred guarantee war. Men go through the suf-
fering of a terrible war and feel that they'have

learned their Ipsson( and war will be no.,more. «

. But w discipline of war lias yet been sufficient
to outlaw, war. When men have learned to love
they have learned the true source of peacc, The
discipline of suffering alone is, not sufficient to
brine peace to the human breast—peaceW ith self,
peace with God, and peace with Ihe world. Only
Jesus Christ, who was chastised for .our, peace,
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can bring that peacc to the human heart. Wt"en
He is rejected there is no source of peacc. We
would not depreciate the efforts th.it arc being
"made toward world peace today, but wc state
;i fillipb fact when we say ili.it all these efforts
Jare .doomed to failure if they [ail to embrace,
"not alone' the teachings of Jesus, but the actual
provision of His atonement which means a per-
sonal.devotion ‘to Him, and personal salvation
through His gracc. In this-connection it. is5sig-
nificant to note that I’ilate.and Herod, long-
time enemies, were brought.-together in a lasting
-friendship through (heir contact in the trial.of
wesUs. -And no man can come in close contact
with Him find maintain.uld enmities. _

“By his s’ripes we are healed." It takes no
special insight to see that the world today is .
tmindly and spiritually -tick- Oh, how desperately
we are in.need of healing! And.in the recogni-
tion of our need how dcs[nr;tU'ly ire are search-
ing for a remedy. Every nation in the'world is
seeking a remedy. India, China, Africa, 'Japan;
Europe, America. We. seek it in some form of
religion, in- education, In culture, in economics,
in our political machinery. But still we arc des-
perately.'ill." And all- the while the remedy is at
‘our door. By His stripes we'are healed. You
have tried- and failed, Come to Jesus Christ who
knows'.no failure. You hbvc tried to follow His
teachings ami have failed, but if you come cast-
ing all your care, not 'oh Mis teachings, but on
Him, you .will find pcace for lie is by your side
.now to bo. your Savior, your-.redeemer, your
sympathizer, your, friend. He has borne it all
for you, and it is yours for the taking. .Will you
not surrender your life to Jesus Christ just where
you me tonight—in your home, in the restaurant,
in the place of amusement? Wherever you are
now, He is there also. :

ur. .Am

Convenient Text* on Holincn

A Holy-People (Deut, 26:1*0.
, The-Will oi Got! (1 Thess.

Whiter than Snow (Fsa. 51'-7\.

Sanctified Through the Truth (John 17;171.. m
I’erfecl and Complete (Col. 4:1i).

Entire Sanctification (1 Tliess-.-5:2A). '

.The Fahic** oi God

Perfect Unity (John 17:20,' 23).

Establishment in Holiness U Tlicfs. 3:10, 1}).
A Clean. Heart (Psa. 51:10).
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B'S FOR PREACHERS Fourth, it teaches induslry/cncrgy, perseverance
Mtts. Ejuott J. Siieeks and determination,
Where the bee'sucktth, there suck Siuke- In making the application, we wish you to

notice that the predchcr has but one job and one

OU may wonder why. | have cho.icrt this MPUrpose in life. It is his one business to prcach
Y quotation from Shakespeare as a founda- the gospgl. Everything else tIiist_he may do sho_uld
tion fir what | shall have to say on the be contributory to this one business of gathering,
subject’ assigned me; but when I'tell you that storing and irfapensing (he “bread of iife" to man- .

toon after the assignment'was given me uyr pas- kind, '

tor, Brother Jobe, preached a most excellent ser- If you- Will permit me to use the figure of
mon on B’s; and then a few dayi later, the  speech, that Shakespeare used, I shall say that the
Herald of Holiness came out with a Igng list of ~ preacher's job is to "suck" or draw from every
B’ in it; you can readily sec that I was in a available sourci*, the sweet,.the good, the useful,
predicament and knew not what to do. 1 felt which will niiurish, comfort, feed and satisfy; and m
that the B’ had swarmed, the hives had been he is to store up these things, in his beehives—
robbed and tlicre was nothing left for me to say his head and his heart—and have them ready to
on the subject, however, in my research work dispense to hia fcllowman as the need may arise.
for an English class, when | came across the above Therefore, like, the bee, he must be wise; he
quotation from’ Shakespeare hope, revived; and must be:discreet; he must have discernment 60
after thinking this quotation through, and getting  that lie may not “stick his nose” into anything

SPEARE,

its interpretation clearly settled in' my mind, I  (hat is unclean, unwholesome or poisonous. He
decided to use it as a basts for my remarks on  will not allow himself to get mixed up with any-
"B’s For Preachers.” 1 thing that, is not.becoming to; a. man oi God,
Just what did Shakespeare mean when he said, or will, in any way be hurtful to his' people.
“Where the bee suefc™th, there suck 17?7 He meant; The bee seeks for honey and finds it. The snake

to say that he would give his time, his attention  seeks for poison and distils it. The critic may
and his labor for- that which would give, in re- |ook for'errors so- persistently that he will be
turn, genuine pleasure and satisfaction to him-  ynable to recognize the truth when he.meetsit.

self, as well as to thousands of others who rtiight «If the preacher wilijrri for the sweets of life
draw pleasure, satisfaction and enjoyment from he wil/ find Ilji'iu; but, like the bee, he must be
his labor, a worker; be'a hustler; be chergctlc; be always

We might par'aphrase ,th's guotation thus:i “_X mand everlastingly on the job. Benjamin Franklin
hav.e .as much wisdom, discernment and d|scr|m|-. said; “Laziness.travels so slowly, that poverty
nation as. a bee; therefore | shall pass over, ami
give' no time nor attention to anything that is
unclcah or poisonous; but | shall suck, or draw
from the sweet, the beautiful and the. luscious .
things of iifq for pleasure, and satisfaction, that
I may, like the bee, have a storehouse full of’
something useful and worth while to bless, sweet-
en and sustain my fcllowman."

suon™overtakes him.” -, .

Energy moves us to continuous effort. It firesm
the mind, soul and body with a’consuming pas- m
sion for things that endure and bless humanity:

Be enthusiastic, for without this great impelling
forward urge one cannot succeed. Enthusiasm is
the twin brother of energy'; it is the human

How may wc apply this-quotation to the life ~dynamo which generates the current we call mag-
and work of the preacher? netism. It stirs; it convinces; it. touches the re-

First, ict us notice that the bee has but one  Sponsivelchord; it is tlie- magnetic current of per-
sonal contact. The prcachcr with no enthusiasm

purpose or aim in life, namely, to gather and
is like salt that has lost its savor—he is a failute .

store sweets, to be converted into honey which
gives satisfaction and life to mankind. before he begins.

Second, the bee teaches' us wisdom, discern- The preacher must-be stable. Stability is the.
ment and discrimination by.the fact that it knows ' best kind.of ability. Webster defines stability tfs
where to find honey; it never sucks for nectar  firmness of character, strength of purpose or reso-

anything Unclean, filthy or poisonous. lution. All things arc possible to the man of
Third, it seeks for honey, and finds that for purpose. When they-told Napoleon that he could
which it seeks. = . not cross the Alps, he exclaimcd, “There shall be

o . (28)
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no Alps." This must be the'battle-cry of every
preacher who would succeed,’” Difficulties and ob*
structions will rise mountain high, anti obstruct
your horizon;; but, if you would succeed, you
must lift your eyes* above the "Alps" of. diEfi-
. cullies, and complex problems; and forge aheqd
in the name anti in..the strength of the God of
battles who knows no defeat,

..The little bee toils incessantly, and gathers the
nectar froth the beautiful flowers and luscious
fruits and distils it Into honey; arid it even btiilds
the storehouse—the lioTieyamil>—m which to
store its sweets. After it,has done all of this hard
work, and has filled its storehouse, man comes
along and takes from it all. it has stored. Does
the bee give up and quit the job? Not It goes
.mright on feathering, building and storing; what
for? To be. robbed, again that it might bless,,
sweeten and nourish humanity.

Preacher, if discouragements come, and they
will; if difficulties block your way, and they will;,
do not complain and get sotir and spoil your bee-
hive. fie kind, lit big, Be. generous. Go out of
your way to assist ah enemy or someone who has
blocked your way," Speak well of the man who
has no use lor you. If a man snubs .you, treat
him kindly.- In so doing you will not only be

storing up honey in your own soul;-but y.ou will *
..also, at the same time, be dispensing it to others, .

.Be discreet. Discretion is the net or faculty of
wise decision, being discreet in matters of pro-
pricty; self-control, prudence and circumspection;-
sthe cjcerfcise.of sound judgment and caution. Of
mall the valued qualities of the mind, none sur-
passes discretion in its importance to the preacher,
for it directs -what to do and the best way to do
it. It is the compass that keeps the needle of
true progress pointing toward the noble things
of life, "lie that winncth souls is wise” (Prov..
11:30). He is. discreet. S
n Be tactful. Tact is a faculty of discernment.
It is the faculty of judging-quickly and wisely,
what to say or do in any gii’en circumstance. It
is knowing how-to. rub the fur the right way.
U is no proof .of ability to go through the world
rebuking the opinions or vanities, of others. Tact
is to people what oil is to machinery. It makes
friends and helps to keep them.

Re, aggressive. Gaze out into the future. Look
at the land yet to be possessed. Remember that
God said to Joshua, "Every foot of land that you.
shall tread upon, that will I give you." Live in
-the great toddy and in the expectant tomorrow.
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eLook ahead; ?tt your slakes far afield, and, after
m Imvinn reached a certain point, pfcss ever on.

Do not retreat. Those who are determined to
msucceed rarely ever iail, for determination is the ,
; bedrock on which the power of application rests.

As (he ruttrler'runs better each succeeding day,
50 does greater efficiency come through constant™
effort and aggressiveness.

Be sure of the soundness of your reason”
Be sure of the integrity of your position,
lie sure of the wisdom of your course.

Be sttre: of the honesty of your purpose. m

Be sure that sclfradvancemcnt will not causc
injury to others.

Be sure you arc right, and then go ahead.

Preacher, te a ihtnter. Do not depend mon'
someone else to do your thinking for you. The
difference between-men is not so much in face
and form as it U in mental' forcc. Some men
-never learn to think.

It was while Columbus was at Barcelona that
' the famous incident with reference to the egg
occurrcd. You will remember that Pedro Gon-
zales dc Mendoza, Grand Cardinal of Spain, ex-
tended an invitation to Columbus?to attend a ban-
quet in his palace and meet the chief men ot
the kingdom. Columbus was assigned the. most m
honorable scat at the table.
men, seemingly jealous ol the honors and compli-
®ments heaped on Hie great discoverer, asked him.
®if he imagined that if he had not discovered thp
new world nobody else would have been able
to do so. Columbus kept perfectly cool and calm.
But, taking, an"egg from the table, he invited each
one of the companylto try- if he could make it
stand upon one .end. Each one attempted and
failed. Columbus struck the egg gently-upon the
Biable so as to break the end, leaving it stand-
ing upon the broken pttrtv “Ah,” said the critic,
"l could have done that, if T had. onjy thought.*’
"Yes,” said Columbus,-“atjd you could have dis-
covered the Indies if you had only thought.”

There is nothing that will act as a plow in the
brain like a queslign. When you ask yourself a
question and turn to yourself for an answer, and
delve till.you discover the answer-*-then you arc
an original thinker. An original thinker, asks his
own questions and seeks far answers which his
inner, conscience will own; Mental inertia has
been the curse of all ages. Thought is the only
process of finding ways and means for improve-
ment. Cattle cannot think—they are easily stam-

One of the noble- m
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[>edcd; people do not think, as a' rule, and are
easily carried away on a wave of passion or ex-
citement. One man .who thinks ".ipay save many
lives.* Preacher, you may ,>e .that wit U is',
.true Hint ijiany of y.our people depend upon you
lo do theiV tliirikinfi fur them. They come to
you-for counsel,' for advice,,for lhe solution 6!
their, problems.. Yott must -Ir;iin yourself: to think
soberly, carefully, anti sincerely if, you would he
a safe sheplu-rd to your flock. ]

lte'-a positive character. ."Stand fast in the faith,
(iziit you like men, be strong” (1 Cur,
Wherever you find a pane of human history which
dotvs with a peculiar splendtlr, tficre you will find
(lit*'picture of a stalwart hero standing -for'.Cod .
an*l the truth. Stand with your back toward the
p-isC, and mvith .your face (nnvml- the'unfolding*
of God's plan and' purpose lor humanity. ;"Sland
therefore,
truth, and hnvinR on the breastplate of righteous-
nesyt - -

Like the bee, haw but one purpose in life; ,
and like the bee, apply yourself unreservedly,
and Whole-heartedly to the accomplishment' of
that one purpose.
Like the bf*e, be a seeker'and a .finder of the
mro(kl, the wholesome and lhe helpful things of
lift. And like the bee,1'sliutj the -very .appearance
of'evil." "fie ye clean' thru bear the-vessels of
the. Lord" (Isa; 52:11). . ,

lie 'clean .socially. , u
fi<*clean personally. ] ]
Jc. clean intellectually,.
mPi* clean spiritualty. « m'm

He fillerl with the Spirit,"

REGENERATION
., A. M. Hii.ls

"A “ririo. heart also- will | 'give you, m<i a-nete-
spirit wilt 1 put zoithin you" (Ezek. 36:26).".

"Except one he Iwrn front above, .he cannot.sec.
the kingdom uj God" (John 3:3)v
1, What Is a New He,\rt, ok UEUt.NKitMioN?

First, Ihcse Scriptures do not mean the creitfiutt
of new faculties. The unsaved man’s faculties are
'sgoqd enough, he doesn't need new ones, but,a new
use of the ones he has, and he lias now all llje
essentials of a moral being-—intellect, sensibility,
and free .will.

The word "heart" here stands lor character.
U means the moral activities'of the soul, includ-
ing the affections nnd will. The. fundamental

having your 'loins jjirlabout mwith m

Give yourself.'to’ the task. ,,
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choice of the sinner is self-Rtalificatipn; whether
he eats or drinks, or wakes or sleeps, or toils or
rests, his own pleasure is the end of his beini;,.
Tlie [Jury of. God, the-interests of f/is .kingdom,
the greatest.' f,o<id of ithe 'universe, are all entirely
overlooked; <t completely set'aside.

Jlut when (be heart"is renewed the same Intel-
le.f employs itself differently, the. same sensibili-
ties have new (frll*liCs,- the'saiiic will makes, new

chokes' and exerts itself in new-directions..What

the man once'loved.he now hate% and what he
once haled lie now loves. OlId things- have, be-
come new. "There-is a new trend to the whole
life—new plans, new wishes, new purposes—A
NEW -HEART* In regeneration the motive is'
chailked from devotion to and gratification of
self, to the pursuit of the j;lury of God. andthe
cord of His. beings. S u -

KcKeneration, then, is that moral change in’
man-wrought by, the lioly Spirit,: bv which he
is saved from the Jove,\the practice; and the
‘dominion"of sin, and enabled lo love God and-
keep Hi; commandments,.'and God comm.inds'al!
men to have this aftitu.de of sniiL «- ;

II. Xonn: Tilf. JCvsmND.S B Kki'KNBHATIDM
The regenerated man dt>es net ciifninit sin.

.—Whosoever islborn of God. does not commit
siii.”  “Whosoever is burn of God sifincth not."
mThis is the .Greek present, progressive tense. It
means that'the regenerated infin who keeps his re-
generationdoes not wilfully or consciously commit
sin.-.Regeneration lifts a man above the"level .of
finninj; jex»t as total abstinence lifts a man. above
drunkenness, ' 1

J. Hei’Ciierution tiring':.sotd-pem’,

“Therefore being justified iiy faitlv, we hive
peace with* God.T, The regenerated man,-has a
peaceful ‘consciousness that his sins, arc forgiven
-rrthat' he i; at peare'.ivilji God,. The condemna-
tion is Kotie- the fear of punishment is gone.

3. The- regenerated titan loves his brethren. e-
“Wc know lhat wc have passed from death unto
life, because we-love'the brethren." When Chris-
tians-cease to love one another,* begin to find
fault and criticize, you may rest assured they have
backslidden—they have lost their regeneration,;
4, .The regenerated man has the witness o ft he
SfiMI. n -
, “He that helieveth on the Son-of'God hath live

withers in himself." "The Spirit himself bcarcth
witness with our spirit, that we are children ot



Tin:

(led.” God XM ;r .knoiv wheji .he is retjen-

mated. A e
S. The rrs’nufiiu'i! rutin'hrurs fljf /rjiit of Ihe
Spirit. ' ]

mWhen people profess to be mconverted others™;
look lo set a ,chuni;t' in their lives, and they. have
« rijfht-to e.vpe, t .Midj";) change,

o; n rcgenrriiteil man keeps the nniwm>t<Imenl$.

"Hereby' we. kr.ow'that we know him, if wc
keep his commandments.” “Every«ne tlj.it' rjueth
righteousness i: .Lorn of him." To. be. born' of
.God"'means to. H-einble God, just as a child rc-
‘emMr.s'Ws. parent;1

JJI. Nona; tiik Mo>tt(v Simsimrrt.s ton Rk-

(KN'LKAJ ION
t. IUipthm. : "

We are never saved by the performance
rite. : ol '

of tiny
o

2. 'Cliiiffk-mrinbtfsliip.’

One may join any or ;dl of the churches imthe
whole universe, and yet be Utterly devoid bf sat-’
v:it(ion. . There ate a vast number of Christie's
people in the churches who think, they are Chris-
tians, hut are utter.strangers to .the grace of God.'

Confirmation. * /

Tltis is a subtle deceit; of life enemy* Multi-
tudes,,have .committed lhe, catechism to memory,
multitudes have been confirmed, and yet they are
Christless worldling with'no heart-experiencc of
salvation.

IV. CoNSILIKR 111E HINLVN CoNIITIONS W? BEING
K koenjirat;;!)

1. Repentance. '

"Repent ye, therefore, and iurn again, that your
sins may he Wotled out." Rcjicntancc means to
forever abatulun the sin business.“ Let.the wicked
forsake his wav, and the unriphleoiis man his

.-thoughts." '

2. Faith.

mBy faith a soul convicted of his need of God
will appropriate the pardon procured.by the aton-

I’KKACIiiKk's magazine

isq

ing blood of Christ, and receive. Him as Lord and
Kini;. "Saving, faith is that belief of the intellect,
rwiferti of the a/lections, and act of the-will by
which the mjlil places itself in the keeping of Christ
as'its Ruler and Savior. Faith, is »(tr felf-cjuiimit-
ment to Gud for salvation."—\Vm.i>On'. The soul
that mdeliberately does that». will be born from
itbiiir, ieiii become a child of God.. God says,
‘m\Ve must be born again,y and with His every
“must" there' is. a “may." ..The question Is, will
you accept or reject God's salvation?

COMMENDATIONS

While | am nut. in the active ministry, having
asstmied a. local .relation at pjir
sM>n..la«t ‘May* yet for
wnni.Tnc IHRvcireA's
oft is the. best' iielp aside frofflnjp
have ever used. | was einhly years of age the
second day ot last December, was. licensed to
preach by.the. Kansas Conference of The Evan-
Helical Association— Evangelical Church—in
'March, I8R(>,.and 'was in the active work up. to
last May. May the dear Lord bless Tiiu T iieacu-
Kiis M.um/im: and keep it on ihe Highway of
Holiness—K«v, F, M J ’eek, Wichita,- Kansas.

I uni sending one dollar (or the renewal of Tin:-
ftuvt-iv H's JfAaA/rvt'. 1 led that 1 ranpot do'
without it.for it has so much, helpful material in
it.—Mrs. Jessie Hupson','Kirbyyillc, Texas.

1 think you are putting 'lot a fine magazine,
and greatly appreciate iti- | hesitate to even, make
suggestions, as | do not pretend t> know what
is most needed and appreciated and used by oth-
ers, but'personally I'would like, to have more
mcomplete sermons published in It- | fcnou'-wc can
j;et books of Sermons (if. wc have the price),, but
many of:us find it hard t'o. spare' the money for
'them, so'generally' do without.—M, U. Dutton,
mRuVers, Arkansas. '

—



Reduced Prices on Dr. A. M: Hills'
FUNDAMENTAL CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY

The lamented death of Rev. C..J. Kinne
has forced us to take over the entire stock
of Dr. Hills’ Fundamental Christian The-
ology which we printed for Brother Kinne.
A .considerable sum is involved in the-
printing of these books and we must turn
some of this stock into cash. For this
reason we are offering both the complete
two-volume set and the'abridged edition
of.one volume at substantial reductions.
As to.the merits, of this work, little
needs to be said. The two-volume edi-
tion has been accepted for the Cpurse of
Study. When notified that Dr. Hills was
completing the yheology and that Rev.
Kinne Was to publish it, Dr. J. B. Chap-
man wrote, "This will be the master.work
of Dr. Hills’ life, and | rejoice that he has
lived to get it ready. Our preachers and

people will buy tliis work as soon as it is published- It will help us make
our movement enduring by indoctrinating our people.”

Dr. Chapman furnished a chapter, “The Second Coming t?f Christ”
for the book.

The two-volume edition is Issued iri two styles of binding as.follows:
Fabrikoid Binding (Imitation Leather) Former Price $6.50,
* Reduced to $4.50
. Hal/Leather Binding. Former.Price $8.00. Reduced to $6.00
(We pay postage on both editions)

The one volume abridged edition has been prepared especially for the
use of Sunday school teachers, Christian workers, dhaconesses and all lay-
men. It contains 638 pages and is durably bound in Fabrikoid (imitation
leather). 1 =

Former price $3.50. Reduced to $2.50

Persons with satisfactory crcdit rating may purchase tlitsc
books on easy terms. Write for particulars.

Nazarene Publishing House, 2923 Troost Avc., Kansas City, Mo,



